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P R E F A C 

By  a lady,- 

, I 

Written  in  1724^ 


^'  WAS  goffig,  liVe  common  editors,  to  advertlf^  ' 
tke  reader  of  the  beauties  and  excellencies  of  tlxe  - 
Work  laid  before  him  : To  tell  him,  that  the  illuf^>' 
tr'ious  author  had  opportunities  that  other  traveJ-'" 
Icrs,  whatever  their  cjuality  or  curiofity  may  have 
been,  cannot,  obtain  •,  and  a genius  capable  of  tna-  ■ 
king  the  beft  im'proveiTKOt  or  every  opportunity.  • 
But  if The  reader,  after  perufing  otte  letter  only,  has  - 
not  difcernment  to  diftinguhh  that  natural  elegai]ce,'  • 
that  delicacy  of  fentiment  and  obfervation,  thaf’ 
eafy  gratcfulnelV  and  lovely"  limplicity,  (which  is* 
the  pcrfeifljon  of  writing)  and  irt  which  thefe  l^^ters 
exceed  all  that  has  appeared  in  this.kind,  or  aluioft' • 
in  any  other,  let  him  lay  the  i!)Ook*down,  and  leavfe 
it  to  thofe  who  have. 


A-  X- - 


The 


PREFACE. 


T PTE  noble  author  had  the  goodnefs  to  lend  me 
3ier  MS.  to  latisfy  my  curiofity  in  Tome  inquiries  I 
had  made  concerning  her  travels  ; and  when  I had 
it  in  my  hands,  liow  was  it  pojlible  to  part  wth  it  ? 

' I once  had  the  vanity  to  hope  I might  acquaint  the 
public,  that  it  owed  this  invaluable  treai'ure  to  my 
importunities.  I3ut,  alas!  the  molt  ingenious  author 
has  condemned  it  to  oblcurity  during  her  life ; and 
conviction,  as  well  as  deference,  obliges  me  to  yield 
to  her  reafons.  However,  if  thefe  Letters  appear 
hereafter,  when  I am  in  my  grave,  let  this  attend 
: them,  in  teflimony  to  poftetiry,  that  among  her 
contemporaries,  one  woman,  at  icait,  was  jult  to  her 
merit. 

rppF. RE  is  not  any  thing  To  excellent,  but  feme 
• will  carp  at  it;  and  the  rather,  becaide,  of  its  ex- 
cellency. But  to  fuch  hypercritics  I lhall  not  lay 


I CONFESS,  I am  malicious  enough  to  defire,  that 
. the  world  Ihould  fee  to  how  much  better  purpofe 
the  Ladies  travel  than  their  Lords  ; and  that, 
whilft  it  is  lurfeited  with  Male  travels^  all  in  the 
fame  tone,  and  Huffed  with  the  fiime  trillcs;  a lady 
has  the  Ikill  to  ftrike  out  a new  path,  and  to  em- 
bellifli  a worn-out  fubjeff  with  variety  of  freih  and 
elegant  entertainment.  For,  befKles  the  vivacity 
and  fpirit  which  enliven  every  part,  and  that  inimi- 
table beauty  which  Ipreads  through  the  whole;  be- 
lules  the  purity  of  the  Hjle,  for  which  it  may  iuffly 
be  accounted  the  ftandard  of  the  Enghlli  tonsue  • 
the  reader  will  imd  a more  true  and  accurate 
account  of  the  cuHo^is  and  manners  of  the  ie- 
yeral  nations  wiilx  whom  this  la  iy  converfed,  than 
> he  can  m any  other  author.  But',  as  her  ladylhip’s 

penetration  ddcovers  the  inmoft  follies  of  the  heart. 

Vo* 
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T 


fo  tlie  candour  of  her  temper  pafTed  over  them  with 
an  air  of  pity,  rather  than  reproach  ; treating  with 
the  politenefs  of  a court,  and  the  gentlenefs  oi  a 
lady,  what  the  feverity  of  her  judgment  could  not 
but  condemn. 

In  Ihortjlet  her  own' fex,  at  leaf!,  do  her  juftice*, 
lay  alide  diabolical  Envy,  and  its  brother  Malice  *, 
with  all  their  accurfed  company,  fly  wld/pering, 

. cruel  back-biting,  Ipiteful  detraclion,  and  the  red  cf 
that  hideous  cre-w,  whiclt,  I hope,  are  very  falfely 
faid  to  attend  the  ’Tea-iabley  being  more  apt  to  think 
they  frequent  thofe  public  places,  where  virtuous 
women  never  coni'*.  Let  the  men  malign  one  an- 
other, if  they  think  fit,  and  drive  to  pull  down 
T.  merit,  when  they  cannot  equal  it.  lA;t  us  be  better 
natured,  than  to  give  way  to  any  unkind  or  difre- 
ipe«dful  thought  of  fo  bright  an  ornament  of  our 
fex,  merely  becaufe  die  has  better  fenfe ; for  1 doubt 
- not  but  our  hearts  will  tell  us,-  that  this  is  the  real 
and  un[>ardonable  offence,  .whatever  may  be  pre- 
tended. Let  us  be  better  Chridians,  than  to  look 
«■  upon  her  with  an  ewa  eye,  only  bcca'ufe  the  giver  of 
all  good  gifts  has  entruded  and  adorned  her  with 
the  mod  excellent  talents.  Rather  let  us  freely 
own  the  fuperiority  of  this  fublime  genius,  as  I do, 

. in  the  fincerity  of  my  foul ; pleafed  that  a nvoman 
triumphs,  and  proud  to  follow  in  her  train.  Let  us 
offer  her  the  palm  which  is  lb  judly  her  due;  and 
if  we  pretend  to  any  laurels,  lay  them  willingly  at 
' her  feet. 

December  1 8.  1724.  .M.  A. 

• This  fair  and  elegant  prcfacer  has  refoU-ed  that  Milice  ftionid  b« 

. t<f  the  Kalculine  gender  : 1 believe  it  is  bt)th  inai'culiltc  and  lemlnino, 
-and  I heartily  wrih  it  were  neuter. 


* Charm’d 


preface; 


ri ' 

Charm’d  into  love  of  w)iat  obfciircs  my  fame, 

If  I had  wit,  I’d  ct'cbrate  her  name, 

And  air  the  beauties  of  her  mind  proclaim, 
lill  Malice,  deafen’d  with  the  mighty  found, 

Its  ill-conceited  calumuici  confound  ; 

Let  fall  the  maik,  and  with  |-»ale  envy  meet. 

To  alk  and'  find,  their  pardon  at  her  feet. 

You  fee,  Madam,  how  I lay  every  thing  at  your 
feet.  As  the  tautology  tiiews  the  poverty  of  my 
genius,  it  likewife  fliews  the  extent  of  your  empire 
over  my  imagination. 


! 

t 
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ADVER-' 


ADVERT  I- S-E  MEN. T 


Of  TH.E 

E D -I  T O R. 


TT  H E editor  of  thefe  letters,  who,  during  his 
refidence  at  Venice,  was  honoured  with  the  efteem 
and  fiiendihip  of  their  ingenious  and  elegant  author, 
prefents  them  to  the  public,  for  the  two  following 
reafons ; 

Becaufe  it  was  the  manifeft  intention  of  the 
late  Lady  M — y W y M e;  that  this  se- 

lect Collection  of  her  letters  Ihoul  ! be  com- 
municated to  the  public,:  an  intention  declared,  not 
only  to  the  editor,  but  to  a few  more  chofen  friends, 
to  whom  fhe  gave  copies  of  the  incomparable 
- letters. 

The  fevutid^  an-d  prmclpal  reafon,  that  has  engaged 
the  editor  to  let  this  Colle(flion  fee  the  light,  is,  that 
the  publication  of  thefe  letters  will  be  an  immortal 

monument  to  the  memory  of  Lady  M — y W ry 

M e ; and  will  ftiew,  as  long  as  the  Englifli  lan- 

guage endures^  the  fprightlincfs  of  her  wit,  the  foli- 
dity  of  her  judgment,  the  extent  of  her  knowledge, 
the  elegance  of  her  tafte,  and  the  excellence  of  her 
real  charafter. 

The  SELECT  Collection,  here  publifhed,  was 
‘ faithfully  tranferibed  from  the  original  manufeript 
L.of  ladyfliip  at  Venice, 


nil  ADVERTISEMENT.- 

The  letters  from  Ratifbon,  Vienna,  Drefdcnj 
Peterwaradin,  Belgrade,  Adrianople,  Conftantinople, 
Pera,  Tunis,  Genoa,  Lyons,  and  Paris,  are  certainly 
the  moft  curious  and  interefting  part  of  this  publi- 
cation; and,  both  in  point  of  matter -und  fornix  are,  to 
fay  no  more  of  them,  fingularly  worthy  of  the  cu-  - 
riofity  and  attention  of  all  men  of  taJU^  and  even  of 
all  •women  of  fafoion.  As  to  ihofe  female  readers, 
who  read  for  improvement,  and  think  their  beauty 
an  infipid  thing,  if  it  is  not  feafoned  by  intelle<^fual  • 
charms,  they  will  find  in  thefe  letters  what  they 
feek  for ; and  will  behold  in  their  author,  an  orna-  - 
ment  and  model  to  their  fex. 


L E'  T- 
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LETTER  I 


TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


Rotterdam^  Aug.  3.  O.  S.  1716. 

T FLATTER  rnyfelf,  dear  fifler,  that  I fhall  give  you 
fome  pleafure  in  letting  you  know  that  I have  fafely  pafled 
the  fea,  though  we  had  the  ill  fortune  of  a florm.  We  were 
pw  fuaded  by  the  captain  of  the  yacht  to  fet  out  in  a calm, 
and  he  pretended  there  was  nothing  fo  eafy  as  to  tide  it 
over ; but,  after  two  days  flowly  moving,  the  wind  blew 
fo  hard,  that  none  of  the  failors  could  keep  their  feet,  and 
we  were  all  Sunday  night  tofled  very  handfomely.  I never 
faw  a man  more  frighted  than  the  captain.  For  my  part, 
I have  been  fo  lucky,  neither  to  fufi'er  from  fear  nor  fca- 
flcknefs ; though,  I confefs,  I was  fo  impatient  to  fee  my- 
felf  once  more  upon  dry  land,  that  I would  not  ftay  till 
the  yacht  could  get  to  Rotterdam,  but  went  in  the  long-boat 
to  Helvoetlluys,  where  we  had  voitures  to  cany  us  to  tlic 
Briel.  I was  charmed  with  the  neatnefs  of  that  little  town  ; 
but  my  arrival  at  Rotterdam  prefented  me  a new  feene  of 
pleaiure.  All  the  ftreets  arc  paved  with  broad  donas,  and 
before  many  of  the  meaneft  artificers  doors  are  placcjll  feats 
of  various  coloured  marbles,  fo  neatly  kept,  tliat,  •aOure 
you,  I walked  almofl;  all  over  tire  town  yelferday, 
in  my  flippers,  without  receiving  one  fpot  of  dirt ; 4iSyou 
may  fee  the  Dutch  maids  waflilng  the  pavement  of  the  ftreet, 
with  more  application  than  ours  do  our  bed-chambers.  Tho 
town  feems  fo  full  of  people,  with  fuch  bufy  faces,  all  in’ 
motion,  that  I can  hardiv  fancy  it  iS  not  fome  celebrated 

" B ■'  fkir; 
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fair ; but  I fee  It  is  ever)'  day  the  fa:iK?.  ’Tis  certain  «• 
town  can  be  more  advantageoiiily  fituated  i'or  commerce. 
Here  are  feven  large  <fanals,  on  which  the  merchants  ihips 
'Coiiie  up  to  the  very  doors  of  their  houlcs.  The  fliops  and 
warehoufes  are  of  a furpriling  neatnefs  and  magnilic'cncc, 
iillcd  with  an  incredible  quaJitity  of  fine  merchandife,  and 
fo  much  .cheaper  than  what  we  fee  in  England,  that  [ have 
much  ado  to  perfuadc  myl'elf  I am  Hill  fo  near  it.  Here  is 
neither  dirt  nor  beggary  to  be  fecn.  One  is  not  fliocked 
with  thofe  loatlifomc  cripples,  fo -common  in  London,  nor 
teafed  with  the  importunity  of  idle  fellows  and  wenches, 
that  chufe  to  be  naHy  and  lazy.  The  common  fervants, 
and  little  Ihop-womcn,  hei'e,  are  more  nicely  clean  tlian 
mofl;  of  our  ladies ; and  the  greait  variety  of  neat  dreffes 
(every  woman  drclfing  her  head  after  her  own  fafluon)  is  an 
additional  pleafure  in  feeing  the  town.  You  fee,  hitherto, 
I make  no  complaints,  dear  filler  •,  and,  If  I continue  to  like 
travelling  as  well  as  I do  at  prefent,  I lhall  not  repent  my 
project.  It  will  go  a great  way  In  making  me  fatisfx-J 
with  it,  if  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  entertaining  you. 
But  it  is  hot  from  Holland  that  you  may  expect  a difinterejl-  ' 
ed  otfer.  I can  write  enough  in  tlic  Aile  of  Rotterdam,  to 
tell  you  plainly,  in  one  word,  that  I expecl  returns  of  all 
tlie  London  news.  You  fee  1 have  already  learnt  to  make 
a good  bargain ; and  that  it  is  not  for  nothing  I will  fo  much 
as  tell  you,  I am  your  afiedllonate  fiflcr. 


■L  E T.  11. 

TO  MRS.  S 


Ha^ue,  Aug.  j.  O.  S.  1 7 1 6. 

1 MAKE  hade  to  tell  you,  dear  Madam,  that,  after  all 
the  dreadful  fatigues  you  threatened  me  with,  [ am  hither- 
to very  well  plcafed  wid;  my  journey.  We  take  care  to 

make 


L-ETTERS.  n 

^jake  fucb  fliort  {lages  every  day,  that  I rather  fancy  myfel^^ 
upon  parlies  ofpleal'ure,  than  upon  tlie  road  ; and  furc  no- 
thing can  he  more  agreeable  than  travelling  in  Holland, 
The  whofe  countn'  appears  a large  garden ; tlie  roads  arc 
.well  paved,  fhadcd  on  each  fide  with  rows  of  ti'ees,  and. 
bordered  with  large  canals,  fulLof  boats-,  paffing  and  rcpal- 
fing.  Every  twenty  paces  gives  you  the  profpefl  of  foine 
villa,  and  every  four  hours  that  of  a large  town,  fo  furprif- 
iiigly  neat,  I am  fure  you  would  be  channed  with  thtm,- 
The  place  I a’Q  now'  at  fs  certainly  one  of  the  fined  villages 
in  the  world.  Here  are  feveral  fqnares  finely  I uilt,  and 
think  a.  particular  beauty)  the  whole  fet  with  thick 
large  trees.  The  Vbur-hout  is,  at  the  dime  time,  the  Hyde- 
Park  and  Mall  of  the  people  of  quality  ; for  they  take  the 
air  in  It  both  on  foot  and  in  coaches.  There  are  fhops  for 
wafers,  cool  liquors,  &c.. — 1 have  been  to  fee  feveral  of  the 
mod  celebrated  gardens,  but  I will  not  teaze  you  with  their 
deferiptions.  I dare  fay  you  think  my  letter  already  long 
enough.  But  I mud  not  conclude  without  begging  your 
pardon,  for  not  .obeying  your  commands,  in  fending  the 
lace  you  ordered  me.  UJ^on  my  word,  I can  yet  find  none, 
that  is  not  dearer  than  you  may  buy  it  at  London.  If  you 
want  any  In.lia  goods,  here  are  great  variety  of  penny- 
worths; and  [ diall  follow  your  orders  with  great  pleafure 
and  cxaclnefs  j being. 

Dear  Madam,.  &c.  &c. 


L E T„  III,, 

TO  MRS.  S.  C. 

^imeguen^  Aug.  r;^.  O.  S.  1716, 

I AM  extremefy  foiry,  my  dear  S..  that  your  fears  of 
difobliging  your  relations,-  and  their  tears  for  your  lieallli 
and  fufety,  have  liindered  me  from  enjoying  the  happinefs 
of  your  company,  and  you  the  pleafure  of  a diverting  jnur- 

B 2. 
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»cy.  I receive  fome  degree  of  mortincation  from  every  a- 
greeable  novelty,  or  pleafing  prorpe<^l,  by  the  refledlion 
of  your  having  fo  unluckily  miffed  the  delight  which  1 know 
it  would  have  given  you.  If  you  were  with  mq  in  this 
TCTH,  TO”  T.'O'.od  be  ready  to  expecl  to  receive  vifits  from 
your  Nottingham  friends.  No  two  places  were  ever  more 
refembling ; one  has  but  to  give  the  Maefe  the  name  of 
the  Trent,  and  there  is  no  diftinguiflfuig  the  profpedb  The 
houfes,  like  thofe  of  Nottingham,  are  built  one  above.  ancK 
ther,  and  are  intermixed  In  the  fame  manner  with  trees 
and  gardens.  The  tower  they  call  Julius  Calar’s,  has  the 
fame  fituation  with  No'ttingham  :i“d  I CuT.zz" 

fancying,  I fee  from  it  the  Trcntfield,  Adboulton,  places 
f©  well  known  to  us.  ’Tis  true,  the  fortifications  make  a 
confiderable  difference.  All  the  learned  in  the  art  of  war 
befow  great  commendations  on  them ; for  my  part,  that 
know  nothing  of  the  matter,  I fhall  content  myfelf  with 
telling  you,  ’tis  a very  pretty  walk  on  the  ramparts,  on 
which  there  is  a tower,  very  defervedly  called  the  Belvi- 
dera  j where  people  go  to  drink  coffee,  tea,  &c.  and  enjoy 
one  of  the  hneA  profjreols  in  the  worlcL  The  public  walks, 
have  no  great  beauty  but  the  thick  Aiadc  of  the  trees,, 
which  is  folemnly  delightful.  But  I rauA  not  fm'get  to  take 
;iCUcC  of  the  bridge,  which  appeared  very  furpriflng  to- 
me. It  IS  large  etKHigh  to  hold  hundreds  of  men,  with 
horfes  and  carriages.  They  give  the  x-alue  of  an  Englifh 
two-pence  to  get  upon  it,  and  tlien  away  they  go,  bridge 
and  all,  to  the  other  fide  of  the  rivci-,  wkh  fo  ilow  a mo- 
tion, one  is  hanlly  fenllble  of  any  at  all.  I was  yeflerdar 
at  the  French  church,  and  fared  veiy-  much  at  their  man- 
ner of  fcrvice.  The  parfon  clapjxrd  on  a broad-brimmed 
hat  in  the  firft  place,  which  gave  him  entirelv  ilie  air  of 
•what  d'ye  call  him^  in  Bartholomew  fair,  w'hich  l-.c  kept  up- 
by  extraordinaiy'  antic  gcAiires,  and  preachkig  much  fiioh 
ffutl  as  the  other  talked  to  the  puppets.  However,  the 
congregation  leemed  to  receive  it  with  great  devotion  ; and 
I was  informed  by  fome  of  his  Hock,  that  he  is  a perfon  of 
particular  fame  amongf  them.  1 believe,  by  this  time, 
you  are  as  nuich  tired  with  my  account  of  him,  as  I was 
with  Ills  fermou  5 but  1 amfuirc  your  brotlicr  will  excufe  a 

digj-ellioa 
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^igreflion  in  favour  of  the  church  of  England.  "You  knoAv, 
f|ieaking  difrefpe^lfully  of  tlie  Galvinifts,  is  the  fame  thing 
as  fpeaking  honourably  of  the  church.  Adieu,  my  dear  S, 
always  remember  me;  and  be  affured  I can  never  lorget 
you,  ike.  ike. 


L E T.  IV. 

» 

‘ TO'THE  LADY  — 1- 

Cologn,  Attg.  16.  O.  S,  1716.* 

I F my  lady  could  have  any  notion  of  the  fatigucj 

that  1 have  fufiered  thefe  two  laft  days,  I am  fure  Ihe 
would  own  it  a great  proof  of  regard,  that  I now  fit  down 
to  write  to  lier.  We  hired  horfes  from  Nimeguen  hither, 
not  having  the  convenieney  of  tlie  poft,  and  found  but  veiy 
indirferent  accommodations  at  Reinbcrg,  our  firft  flage ; 
but  it  was  nothing  to  what  I fufiered  yefierday.  We  were 
in  hopes  to  reach  Cologn  ; our  horfes  tired  dt  Stamel',  three- 
hours  from  it,  where  I was  ibreed  to  pafs  the  night  in  my 
clothes,  in  a room  not  at  all  better  than  a hovel ; for 
though  I have  my  bed  with  me,  1 had  no  mind  to  undrefs, 
V here  the  wind  came  from  a thoufand  places.  We  left  this 
tvretched  lodging  at  day-break,  and  about  fix  this  morning 
came  lafe  heje,  where  I got  immediately  into  bed.  I flept 
fo  well  for  three  hours,  that  1 found  myfelf  perfefUy  re- 
covered, and  have  had  fpirlts  enough  to  go  and  fee  all  that 
is  curious  in  the  town,  that  is  to  fay,  the  ehurehes,  for  here 
is  nothing  elle  worth  feeing.  This  is  a very  large  town, 
but  the  moft  part  of  it  is  old  buih.  The  Jefuits  church, 
which  is  the  neateft,  was  flicwed  me,  in  a very  complai- 
fant  manner,  by  a handfome  young  Jefuit ; who,  not 
knowing  who  I W'as,  took  a liberty  in  his  compliments  and 
railleries,  which  very  much  divert ed  me.  Having  never 
before  feen  any  thing  of  that  nature,  I could  not  enough 
adinke  tlic  magnificence  of  the  altars,  the  rich  images  of 


14  LETTERS. 

the  faints  (all  mafly  filver)  and  the  enahajfures  of  the 
licks  'y  thougli  I could  not  help  murmuring,  in  my  heart, 
at  the  profufion  of  pearls,  diamonds,  and  rubies,  bellowed 
on  the  adornment  of  rotten  teeth,  and  dirty  rags^  I own 
that  I had  wickednefs  enough  to  covet  St  Urlula’s  pearl 
necklaces ; though  perhaps  this  was  no  wickednels  at  all, 
an  image  not  being  certainly  one’s  neighbour  y but  I went 
yet  farther,  and  wilhed  the  wench  herfelt  converted  into, 
drelfing-plate.  I fhould.  alio  gladly  fee  converted  into  fil- 
ler, a great  St  Ghriflopher,  which  I imagine  would  look, 
very  well  in  a eiftern.  Thefe  were  my  pious  reflections  : 
though  I was  very  well  fatisfied  to  fee,  piled  up  to  the  1^ 
nour  of  our  nation,  th®  fktrils  tsT  the  eleren  tliftufand  vir-- 
gitw.  Thave  feen  fome  hundreds  of  relicks  here  of  no  lefs 
confecjucnce  5 but  I will  not  imitate  the  common  flile  of  tra- 
vellers fo  far,  as  to  give  you  a lill  ot  them  •,  being  perfuaded, 
that  you  have  no  manner  of  curiofity  for  the  titles  given 
to  jaw-bones  and  bits  of  worm-eaten  wood. — Adieu,  I am 
jufl  going  to  fupper,  where.  I (hall  drink  your  health  iu  an 
admirable  fort  ol  Lorrain  wine,  which  I am  fure  is  tlic- 
famc  you.  call  Burgundy  in  London,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  \r. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  B 


Nuremberg^  Aug.  22.  O.  S. 

A FTER  five  days  travelling  pod,  I could  not  fit  dowm 
to  write  on  any  otlier  occafion,  than  to  tell  my  dear  lady, 
that  I have  not  forgot  her  obliging  command,  of  feiidin 
her  fome  account  of  my  travels.  I have  already  paffed 
large  part  of  Germany,  have  feen  all  tlrat  is  remarkable  in 
Cologn,  Frankfort,  Wurtfburg,  and  tlfis  place.  ’Tis  im- 
pofllble  not  to  obferve  the  difference  between  the  free 
towns,  and  thofe  under  the  government  of  abfolute  princes, 
as  all  tlxc  litde  foverclgns  of  Geriuaixy  are.  In  the  fird, 

there 
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there  appears  an  air  of  conunerce  and  plenty.  The  flreets 
are  well  built,  and  full  of  people,  neatly  and  plainly  dref- 
fed.  The  -fliops  are  'loaded  with  inerchandife,  and  the 
ec  mmonalty  are  clean  and  cheerful.  In  the  other,  you  I'es 
a fort  of  ftiabby  fineiy,  a number  of  dirty  people  of  qua- 
lity tawdeied  out ; narrow  nafly  flreets  out  of  repair, 
wretchedly  thin  of  inhabitants,  and  above  half  of  the  com- 
mon fort  a/king  alms.  I cannot  help  fancying  onc  under  the 
tighre  of  a clean  Dutch  citizen’s  wife,  and  the  other  like  a 
poor  tc«vn  lady  of  pleafure,  painted  and  ribboned  out  in 
her  head-drefs,  w'ith  tarnilhed  filver-laced  fhoes,  a ragged 
iindcr-petticcat,  a miferable  mixture  of  vice  and  poverty. 
—They  have  fumptuary  laws  in  this  town,  which  diliinguilh 
their  I'ank  by  their  drels,  prevent  the  cxcefs  which  ruins  fo 
many  other  cities,  and  has  a more  agr.  eable  efle£i;  to  the 
eye  of  a f ranger,  than  our  fafliions.  I need  not  be  a- 
iflramed  to  own,  that  I wifh  theft  laws  tvere  in  force  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  When  one  confiders  impartially,  the 
merit  of  a-  rich  fuit  of  clothes  in  nioft  places,  the  refpect  and 
■the  fmiles  of  favour  it  procure.',  not  to  fpcak  of  the  envy 
and  the  lighs  it  occaflons  (which  is  very  often  the  principal 
charm  to  the  wearer),  one  is  forced  to  confefs,  that  there 
is  need  of  an  uncommon  underflanding  to  refill  the  temp- 
tation of  plcafing  friends  and  mortifying  rivals;  and  that  it 
is  natural  to  young  people  to  fall  into  a folly,  which  be- 
trays them  to  chat  want  of  money  which  is  the  fource  of  a 
thoufand  bafenefifes.  What  numbers  of  men  have  begun 
the  world  wdth  generous  inclinations,  that  have  afterwards 
been  the  inflruments  of  bringing  mifery  on  a whole  people, 
being  led  by  vain  expence  into  debts  that  they  could  clear 
no  other  way  but  by  tl.e  forfeit  of  their  honour,  and  which 
they  never  could  have  contradled,  if  the  relpe6l  the  multi- 
tude pays  to  habits,  was  fixed  by  law,  only  to  a particular 
colour  or  cut  of  plain  cloth!  Thefe  refledUons  draw  after 
.them  others  that  are  too  melancholy.  I will  make  hafle  to 
put  them  out  of  your  head  by  the  farce  of  relicks,  with 
•which  I have  been  entertained  in  all  Romifli  churches. 

The  Lutherans  are  not  quite  free  from  thefe  follies.  I 
ha;:e  fccii  here,  iu  the  principal  churcli,  a large  piece  of 

tlic 
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the  crofs  ict  in  jewels,  and  the  point  of  the  fpcar,  whieW 
they  told  me,  very  gravely,  was  the  fame  that  pierced  the 
fide  of  -our  Saviour.  But  I was  particularly  diverted  in  a 
iittle  Roman  Catholic  church  which  is  permit‘'ed  here,  where 
the  profeli'ors  of  that  i-eligion  are  not  very  rich,  and  con- 
ferjuently  cannot  adorn  their  images  in  fo  rich  a manner  as 
their  neighbours.  For,  not  to  be  quite  deditute  of  all 
finer}',  they  have  drefl'ed  up  an  image  of  our  Saviour  over 
the  altar,  in  a fair  fidl-bottomed  wig  very  well  powdered. 
I imagine  I fee  your  ladyfhip  dare  at  this  article,  of  which 
you  very  much  doubt  the  veracity  ; but,  upon  my  word,  I 
have  not  yet  made  ufe  of  tire  privilege  of  a traveller  and 
my  whole  account  is  written  with  the  fame  plAin  dneerity 
of  heart,  with  which  1 ad'urc  you  that  I am,  dear  Madam, 
yours,  See.  See. 


LET.  VI. 

TO  MRS  P— — 

Ratijbon.,  Aug.  30.  O.  S.  1716. 

X had  thepleal'ure  of  receiving  yours,  but  the  day  be- 
fore I left  London.  I give  you  a thoufand  thanks  for  your 
good  wifhes,  and  have  fuch  an  opinion  of  their  efficacy, 
that,  I am  perfuaded,  I owe  in  part,  to  them,  the  good 
luck  of  having  proceeded  fo  far  on  my  long  journey  with- 
out any  ill  accident.  For  I don’t  reckon  it  any,  to  have 
been  dopped  a few  days  in  this  town  by  a cold,  fmee  it 
has  not  only  given  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  all  that  is 
curious  in  it,  but  of  making  fome  acquaintance  with  the 
latlies,  who  have  all  been  to  fee  me  with  great  clvilit}', 

particularly  Madame , the  wife  of  our  king’s  envoy 

from  Hanover.  She  has  carried  me  to  all  the  alfemblies, 
and  I have  been  magnificently  entertained  at  her  houfc, 
which  is  one  of  the  fined  here.  You  know,  that  all  the 
nobility  of  this  place  are  envoys  from  diderent  dates. 

Here 
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Here  are  a great  number  of  thera,>  and  they  might  pafs 
their  time  agreeably  enough,  if  they  were  lefs  delicate  on 
the  point  of  ceremony-  But  inftead  of  joining  in  the  de- 
fign  of  making  the  town  as  plealant  to  one  another  as  they 
can,  and  improving  their  little  focieties,  they  amufe  them- 
felves  no  other  way  than  with  perpetual  quarrels,  which 
they  take  care  to  eternize,  by  leaving  them  to  their  fiic- 
cellbrsj  and  an  envoy  to  Ratifbon  receives,  regularly, 
half  a dozen  quarrels,  among  the  perquifites  of  his  employ- 
ment. You  may  be  furc  the  ladies  arc  not  wanting,  on 
their  Ude,  in  cheriftiing  and  improving  thefe  important 
ptcqttes^  which  divide  the  town  almoll  into  as  many  parties, 
as  there  are  families.  They  chufe  ratlier  to  futier  the  mor- 
tlhcation  oP  fitting  almoft  alone  on  their  aflembly  nights, 
than  to  recede  one  jot  from  their  pretenfions.  1 have  not 
been  here  above  a .week,  and  yet  I have  heard  from  al- 
raoft  every  one  of  them  the  whole  hillory  of  their  wrongs, 
and  dreadful  complaint  of  the  injuflice  of  their  neighbours, 
in  hopes  to  draw  me  to  their  party.  But  1 think  it  very 
prudent  to  remain  neuter,  thougli,  if  I was  to  flay  amongil 
them,  there  would  be  no  pofTibility  of  contlniiing  fo,  their 
quarrels  running  fohigh,  tliat  they  will  not  be  civil  to  thofc 
that  vifit  their  adverlaries.  The  foundation  of  thefe  ever- 
lafting  difputcs,  turns  entirely  upon  rank,  place,  and  the 
title  of  Excellency,  which  tliey  all  pretend  to;  and,  what 
is  very  hard,  will  give  it  to  no  body.  For  my  part,  I 
could  not  forbear  adviflng  them,  (for  the  public  good)  to 
give  ll'.e  title  of  Excellency  to  every  body,  which  would 
include  the  receiving  it  from  every  body  ; but  the  vei  y 
mention  of  fuch  a difhonourable  peace,  was  received  with 
as  much  indignation,  as  Mrs  Blackaire  did  the  motion  of 
a reference.  And  indeed,  I began  to  think  myfelf  ill-na- 
tured, to  oficr  to  take  from  them,  in  a town  where  there 
are  fo  few  diverfldps,  fo  entertaining  an  amufe^ent.  I 
know  tliat  my  peaceable  difpofition  already  gives  me  a very 
ill  figure,  and  that  'tis  publicly  whifpered  as  a piece  of  im- 
pertinent pride  in  me^  that  I have  hitherto  been  faucily 
civil  to  every  body,  as  if  I thought  nobody  good  tnougfi 
to  quarrel  with.  I Ihould  be  obliged  to  change  my  belia- 
viour,  if  I did  not  intend  to  purine  my  journey  in  a few 

C days. 
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days.  I have  been  to  lee  tlae  churches  here,  and  had  tlic 
penniifion  of  touching  the  relicks,  which  was  never  futferecl 
in  places  where  1 was  not  known.  I had,  by  this  privilege, 
the  opportunity  of  making  an  obfervation,  vvhiclt  1 doubt 
not  might  have  been  made  in  all  the  otiier  churches,  that 
the  emeralds  and  rubies  which  they  Ihow  round  their  re- 
licks and  images  are  moll  of  tliem  falle  • though  tliey  tell 
you,  that  many  of  the  CroJJes  and  M^ado’.ias^  let  round 
witlt  thefe  Hones,  have  been  the  gifts  of  emperors  and  o- 
tlicr  great  princes.'  I don’t  doubt,  indeed,  but  they  were 
at  firft  jewels  of  value  5 but  the  good  fathers  have  found 
it  convenient  to  apply  them  to  other  ufes,  and  the  people 
are  juH  as  well  fatistied  with  bits  of  glafs  amongll  thefe  le- 
licks.  They  Ihewed  me  a prodigious  claw  fet  in  gold, 
which  they  called  the  claw  of  a grilfin  \ and  I could  not 
forbear  alking  the  reverend  prieil  that  Ihewed  it.  Whether 
the  griffin  was  a faint  ? The  queftion  almolt  put  him  befidc 
his  gravity  ; but  he  anfwered.  They  only  kept  it  as  a cu- 
riofity.  I was  very  much  fcandalized  at  a large  lilver 
image  of  the  Trinhy,  where  the  Father  is  reprefented  under 
the  figure  of  a decrepit  old  man,  with  a beard  down  to  his 
knees,  and  triple  crown  on  his  head,  holding  in  his  arms 
the  Son^  fixed  on  the  crofs,  and  the  Holy  Ghoji^  in  the  lhape 

of  a dove,  hovering  over  him.  Madam is  come 

this  minute  to  call  me  to  the  aflembly,  and  forces  me  to 
•tell  you,  very  abruptly,  that  I am  ever  your,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  VII. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


Vienna^  Sept.  8.  O.  S.  171^. 

J AM  now,  my  dear  filler,  fafely  arrived  at  Vienna  5 and, 
I thank  God,  have  not  at  all  liifi'ered  in  my  health,  nor 
(what  is  dearer  to  me)  in  that  of  my  child,  by  all  our  far 
tigues.  We  travelled  by  water  from  Ratilbon,  a journey 
. - perfectly 
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pcrfecrdy  agreeable,  down  the  Danube,  in  one  of  thofc 
little  veirel-,  tliat  they,  very  properly,  call  wooden  houfes, 
having  in  them  all  the  conveniences  of  a palace,  doves  in 
the  chambers,  kitchens,  ike.  They  are  rowed  by  twelve 
men  each,  and  move  with  fuch  incredible  fwiftnefs,  that 
in  the  lame  day  you  have  the  pleal'urc  of  a vaft  variety 
of  profpeCts and,  within  the  Ipace  of  a few  hours,  you 
have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a populous  city  adorned  with 
magnificent  palaces,  and  the  mod  romantic  folitudes,  which 
appear  didant  from  the  commerce  of  mankind,  the  banks 
of  the  Danube  being  charmingly  diverdfied  with  woods, 
rocks,  mountains  covered  with  vines,  fields  of  com,  large 
cities,  and  ruins  of  ancient  caftles.  I faw  the  great  towns 
of  PalTau  and  Lintz,  famous  for  the  retreat  of  the  impwial 
court,  when  Vienna  was  befieged.  This  town,  which 
has  the  honour  of  being  the  emperor’s  refidence,  did  not 
at  all  anfwer  my  expedlation,  nor  ideas  of  it,  being  much 
lefs  than  I expected  to  find  it ; the  dreets  are  very  clofe, 
and  fo  narrow,  one  cannot  obferve  the  fine  fronts  of  the 
palaces,  though  many  of  them  very  well  deferve  obferva- 
tion,  being  truly  magnificent.  They  are  built  of  fine  white 
done,  and  are  cxceilive  higli.  For  as  the  town  is  too  little 
for  the  number  of  the  people  that  defire  to  live  in  it,  tlic 
builders  feem  to  have  projedled  to  repair  that  misfortune, 
by  clapping  one  town  on  the  top  of  another,,  mod  of  the 
houfes  being  of  five,  and  fome  of  them  fix  dories.  You. 
may  eafily  imagine,  that  the  dreets  being  fo  narrow,  the 
rooms  are. extremely  dark ; and,,  what  is  an  inconveniency 
much  more  intolerable,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  houfe 
has  lo  lew  as  five  or  fix  families  in  it.  The  apartments  of 
the  greated  ladies,  and  even  of  the  mi'niders  of  date,  are 
divided,  but  by  a partition,  from  that  of  a taylor  or  dioc- 
maker ; and  I know  no  body  that  has  above  two  fioers  in. 
any  houfe,  one  for  their  own  ul'e,  atid  one  higher  for  their 
fervants.  Thofc  that  have  houfes  of  tiieir  own,  let  out 
the  red  of  them  to  whoever  v.  ill  take  them  ; and  thus  the 
great  dalrs,  (which  are  all  of  done)  are  as  common  and  as 
dirty  as  the  drect.  ’Tis  true,  when  you  have  once  travel- 
led through  them,  nothing  can  bo  more  iurprifmgiy  mag- 
nificent than  the  apartments.  They  arc  commoiijv  a fuite 
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of  eight  or  ten  large  room^i,  all  inlaid,  the  doors  and  win- 
dows richly  carved  and  gilt,  and  the  furniture,  Inch  as  is 
ieldoni  feen  in  the  palavcs  of  fovereign  princes  in  other 
countries.  Then-  apartments  are  adorned  with  hangings 
of  the  fineft  tapeftry  of  liruflcls,  protligious  large  looking- 
glaffes  in  filvcr  frames,  fine  japan  cables,  beds,  chairs,  ca- 
nopies, and  window  curtains  of  the  richell  Genoa  tlamalk 
or  velvet,  almofl  covered  with  gold  lace  or  embroidery. 
All  this  is  made  gay  by  pldures,  and  vail  jars  of  japan 
china,  and  large  luftres  of  ro<;k  cryilal.  I have  ali^eady 
had  the  honour  of  being  invited  to  dumer  by  feveral  of  the 
firll  people  of  quality  j and  I muft  do  them  the  juilice  to 
fay,  the  good  taftc  and  magnificence  of  tlicir  tables,  very 
well  anfwered  to  that  of  their  furniture.  I have  been 
more  than  once  entertained  with  fifty  dirties  of  meat  all 
ferved  in  filver,  and  well  drefled ; the  delcrt  proportion- 
able,  ferved  in  the  fineft  china.  But  the  variety  and  ricli- 
nefs  of  their  wines,  is  what  appears  the  moft  lurpriling. 
The  conftant  way  is,  to  lay  a lift  of  their  names  upon  the 
plates  of  the  guells,  along  with  the  napkins  5 and  I have 
counted,  feveral  times  to  the  number  of  eighteen  dirterent 
forts,  all  exquifite  in  their  kinds.  1 was  yefterday  at 
Count  Schoonbourn,  the  vice-chancellor’s  garden,  where  I 
was  invited  to  dinner.  I muft  own,  I never  faw  a place  fo 
perfedtly  delightful  as  the  Fauxburg  of  Vienna.  It  is 
very  large,  and  almoft  wholly  compofed  of  delicious  pa- 
laces. If  the  emperor  found  it  proper  to  permit  the  gates 
of  the  town  to  be  laid  open,  that  the  Fauxburg  might  be 
joined  to  it,  he  would  have  one  of  the  largeft  and  bell 
built  cities  in  Europe.  Count  Schoonbourn’s  villa  ts  one 
of  the  moft  magnificent ; the  furniture  all  rich  brocades, 
fo  well  fancied  and  fitted  up,  nothing  can  look  more  gay 
and  fplendid  j not  to  fpeak  of  a gallery,  full  of  rarities  ot' 
coral,  mother  of  pearl,  and,  throughout  the  whole  houle, 
a profuflon  of  gilding,  carving,  fine  paintings,  th^'moft 
beautiful  porcelain,  ftatues  of  alaballer  and  ivory,  and  vaft 
orange  and  lemon  trees  in  gilt  pots.  The  dinner  was  per- 
fectly fine  and  well_  ordered,  and  made  ftill  more  agreeable 
by  the  good  hsimoiir  of  the  Count.  1 have  not  yet  been  at 
court,  being  forced  to  flay  for  my  gown,  without  which 
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tlierc  is  no  waiting  on  the  emprefs;  though  I am  not 
without  great  impatience  to  fee  a beauty  that  has  been  the 
admiration  of  fo  many  dilferent  nations.  When  I have 
had  that  honour,  I will  not  fail  to  let  you  know  my  real 
thoughts,  always  taking  a particular  pleafure  in  conimn- 
nicaiing  them  to  my  dear  filler. 


‘ LET.  Vllf. 

TO  MR  P 

Vtentia^  Sept,  14.  O.  S. 

ERHAPS  you’ll  laugh  at  me  for  thanking  you  very 
gravely  for  all  the  obliging  concern  you  txprefs  for  me. 
’Tis  certain  that  I may,  if  1 pJeafe,  take  the  fine  things 
you  fay  to  me  for  wit  and  raillery  5 and,  it  may  be,  it 
would  be  taking  them  right,  but  1 never,  in  my  life,  was 
half  fo  well  difpofed  to  take  you  in  carneft  as  I am  at  pre- 
fent;  and  that  dillaiKe,  which  makes  tlic  continuation  of 
your  fritndliiip  improbable,  has  very  much  increafed  my 
faith  Hi  it.  1 find  that  1 have,  (as  well  as  the  rell  of  my 
fex)  whatever  face  I let  on’t,  a flrong  difpolition  to  be- 
lieve in  miracles.  Don’t  fancy,  however,  that  I am  in- 
feifled  by  the  air  of  thefe  popifli  counlries ; I have,  indeed, 
fofar  wandered  from  the  difcipHne  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, as  to  have  been  lad  Sunday  at  the  opera,  which  "was 
performed  in  the  garden  of  the  Favorita  j and  1 was  fo 
much  pleafed  with  it,  I have  not  yet  repented  my  feeing 
it.  Notliing  of  lliat  kind  ever  was  more  magnificent ; and 
I can  eafily  believe  what  1 am  told,  tliat  tlie  decorations 
and  habits  coll  the  emperor  thirty  thoufand  pounds  Ster- 
ling. The  llage  was  built  over  a very  large  canal,  ard, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  afl,  divided  into  two  parts, 
difeovering  the  water,  on  which  there  immediately  came, 
from  difi'erent  parts,  two  fleets  of  little  gilded  vcflcls,  that 
gave  the  repreftJitation  of  a naval  fight.  It  is  not  eafy 

to 
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to  imagine  the  beauty  ot  this  which  I took  particir- 

lar  notice  of.  But  all  the  re) I were  pei  iecby  fine  in  their- 
kind.  The  ftory  of  the  ojxra  is  the  enchantment  of  AJcina, 
which  gives  opportunities  for  great  variety  of  machines, 
and  changes  of  the  feenes,  wnich  are  performed  with  a 
furprillng  fwiftnefs.  The  theatre  is  fo  lai’ge,  that  it  is 
hard  to  carry  the  eye  to  the  end  ot  it,  and  the  habits  in 
the  utnjoll  magnificence,  to  the  nunrber  ot  one  hundred 
and  eight.  No  houfe  could  hold  futh  large  decorations 
but  the  ladles  all  lltting  in  the  open  alr^  expofes  thon  to 
great  inconveniences  *,  for  there  is  but  one  canopy  tor  the. 
imperial  family ; and  the  firll  night  it  was  reprelented,  a 
thower  of  rain  happening,  the  opera  was  broke  off,  and 
the  company  crowded  away  in  fuch  contufion,  that  I was 

almoft  fqueezed  to  death. But  if  their  ojxuas  ai-e 

thus  delightful,  their  comedies  are  in  as  high  a degree  ri- 
diculous. They  have  but  one  play-houfe,  where  I had 
the  curioGty  to  go  to  a German  comedy,  and  was  very- 
glad  it  happened  to  be  the  Ao)-y  of  Amphitrion.  As  that 
fubjedl  has  been  already  handled  by  a Latin,  French,  and 
Englifii  poet,  I was  curious  to  fee  what  an  Aui'tl  iair  author 
■vi'ould  make  of  it.  I underftand  enough  of  that  language 
to  comprehend  the  greateft  part  of  it ; and  behdes,  I took- 
with  me  a lady,  that  had  the  goodnefs  to  explain  to  me 
every  word.  The  w'ay  is,  to  take  a box,  which  holds  four, 
for  yourfelf  and  company.  The  fixed  price  is  a gold  du- 
cat. I thought  the  houfe  very  low  and  dark ; but  I con- 
fefs,  the  comedy  admirably  recompenfed  that  defect.  I 
never  laughed  fo  much  in  my  life.  It  began  with  Jupiter’s 
falling  in  love  out  of  a peep-hole  in  the  clouds,  and  ended 
with  the  birth  of  Hercules.  But  what  was  molt  pleafant, 
was  the  ufe  Jupiter  made  of  his  metamorphofis  ; for  you  no 
fooner  faw  him  under  the  figure  of  Amphitrion,  but,  in. 
Head  of  flying  to  Alcmena,  with  tlie  raptures  Mr  Dryden 
puts  into  his  mouth,  he  fends  for  Amphitrion’s  taylor,  and 
cheats  him  of  a laced  coat,  and  his  banker  of  a bag  of 
money,  a Jew  of  a diamond  ring,  and  befpeaks  a great 
fupper  in  his  name  5 and  the  greateft  part  of  the  comedy 
turns  upon  poor  Amphitrion’s  being  tormented  by  tlielie 
people  for  their  debts.  Mercui-y  ufes  Sofia  in  the  fam* 

mannei. 
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nanner.  But  I cDiild  not  caiily  pardon  the  liberty  tlic 
poet  has  taken  of  larding  his  play  with,  not  only  indecent 
expre'Iions,  but  luchgrol's  words,  as  1 don’t  think  our  mob 
v/ouUl  feiicr  from  a mountebank.  Belides,  the  two  Soflas 
very  1 airly  let  down  their  breeches  in  the  direct  view  of  the 
boxes,  which  were  lull  of  people  of  the  rirh  rank,  that  feem- 
ed  vciy  well  pleafed  with  their  entertainment,  and  afl'ured 
me,  this  was  a celebrated  piece.  I fhall  conclude  my  let- 
ter with  this  remarkable  relation,  very  well  worthy  the  fe- 
rious  confideration  of  Mr  Collier.  I won’t  trouble  you 
with  farewel  compliments,  which  I think  generally  as  im- 
pertinent, as  courtefies  at  leaving  the  room,  when  the  vifit 
bad  been  too  long  already. 
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LET.  IX. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  — — , 

Vienna^  Sept.  14.  O.  S. 

HOUGH  I have  fo  lately  troubled  you,  my  dear 
filler,  with  a long  letter,  yet  I will  keep  my  promife  in 
giving  you  an  account  of  my  firll  going  to  court.  In  or- 
der to  that  ceremony,  1 was  fqueezed  up  in  a gown,  and 
adorned  with  a gorget  and  the  other  implements  thereunto 
belonging  ; a drefs  very  inconvenient,  but  which  certainly 
fliows  the  neck  and  lhape  to  great  advantage.  I cannot 
forbear  giving  you  fome  defeription  of  the  falhlons  here, 
which  are  more  monllrous,  and  contrary  to  all  common 
fenfe  and  reafon,  than  ’tis  poflible  for  you  to  imagine. 
They  build  certain  fabrics  of  gauze  on  their  heads,  about 
a tard  liigh,  confiding  of  three  or  four  dories,  fortified 
with  numberiefs  yards  of  heavy  ribbon.  The  foundation 
of  tnis  firutlure  is  a thing  they  call  a Bourk^  which  is  ex- 
adlly  of  the  fame  lhape  and  kind,  but  about  four  times  as 
big  as  thofe  rolls  our  prudent  milk-maids  make  ufe  of  to  fix 
their  pails  upon.  This  machine  they  cover  witli  their  own 
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hair,  which  they  mix  with  a great  deal  of  falfc,  it  being 
a particular  beauty  to  have  their  heads  too  large  to  go  into 
a moderate  tub.  Their  hair  is  prodigioufly  powdered  to 
conceal  the  mixture,  and  fet  out  with  diree  or  four  rows  oi 
bodkins  (wonderfully  large,  that  flick  out  two  or  three 
inches  from  their  hair)  made  of  diamonds,  pearls,  red, 
green,  and  yellow  ftones,  that  it  certainly  requires  as  much 
art  and  experience  to  darry  the  load  upright,  as  to  dance 
upon  May-day  with  the  garland*  Their  whale-bone  petti- 
coats outdo  ours  by  fevcFal  yards,  circumference,  and  cover 
fome  acres  of  ground,  ^ou  may  eafily  fuppofe  how  this 
extraordinary  drefs  fets  off  and  improves  the  natuial  ugli- 
nefs,  with  which  Cod  .-Mmighty  has  been  pleafed  to  en- 
dow diem,  generally  fpeaking.  Even  the  lovdy  emprefs 
herfelf  is  obliged  to  comply,  in  fome  degree,  with  thefe 
abfurd  fafhions,  which  they  would  not  quit  for  all  the  world. 

I had  a private  audience  (according  "o  ceremony)  of  half 
an  hour,  and  then  all  the  other  ladi.S  were  permitted  to 
come  and  make  tlicir  court.  I was  perfedlly  charmed  with 
the  emprefs  ; I cannot  however  tell  you  that  her  features 
are  regular  ; her  eyes  are  not  large,  but  have  a lively  look 
full  of  fweetnefs ; her  complexion  the  fineft  I ever  faw  ; 
her  nofe  and  forehead  well  made,  but  her  mouth  has  ten 
thoiifand  charms,  that  touch  the  foul.  When  fhc  fmiles, 
’tls  with  a beauty  and  fweetnefs  that  forces  adoration.  She 
'has  a vafl  quantity  of  fine  fair  hair  ^ but  then  her  perfon  I 

-one  muft  fpeak  of  it  poetically  to  do  it  rigid  juftice  ; 

all  that  tire  poets  have  faid  of  the  mien  of  Juno,  tire  air  of 
Venus,  come  not  up  to  the  truth.  The  Graces  move  with 
her ; the  famous  ftalue  of  Medicis  was  not  formed  with  more 
delicate  proportions  ; notliing  can  be  added  to  the  beauty 
of  her  neck  and  hands.  Till  I faw  them,  I did  not  believe 
there  were  any  in  nature  fo  perfect,  and  I was  alm®ll  forry 
that  my  rank  here  did  not  permit  me  to  kifs  them ; but  they 
are  kiffed  fufnoiently  5 for  every  body  tliat  waits  on  her 
pays  that  homage  at  tlreir  entrance,  and  when  they  take 
leave.  When  tire  ladies  were  come  in,  ftie  fat  down  to 
Qiiinzc.  I could  not  play  at  a game  I had  never  feen  be- 
fore, and  fhc  ordered  me  a feat  at  her  right  hand,  and  had 
the  goodnefs  to  talk  to  me  very  much,  with  that  grace  fo 

natural 
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jsatnral  to  lier.  I expected  every  moment,  when  the  men 
were  to  come  "m  to  pay  their  court  ; but  this  drawing-room 
is  very  dilferent  from  that  of  England ; no  man  enters  it 
but  die  grand-mafier,  who  comes  in  to  adveriifc  the  cm- 
prefs  of  the  approach  of  the  emperor.  Kis  imperial  majefiy 
did  me  the  honour  of  fpeaking  to  me  in  a very  obliging 
manner;  but  he  never  fpeaks  to  any  of  the  other  ladies; 
and  the  whole  pafl'es  with  a gravity  and  air  of  ceremony 
that  has  fomething  very  formal  in  it.  The  emprefs  Ame- 
lia, dowager  of  the  late  emperor  Jofeph,  came  this  evening 
to  wait  on  the  reigning  emprefs,  followed  by  the  two  aich- 
duchefles  her  daughters,  who  are  very  agreeable  young 
princefTes.  Their  imperial  majefties  rofe  and  went  to  meet 
her  at  the  door  of  the  room,  after  which  flie  was  feated  in 
an  armed  chair,  next  the  em|  refs,  and  in  the  fame  man- 
ner at  flipper,  and  there  the  men  had  the  permiflion  of  pay- 
ing their  court.  Tlie  arch-duchefTes  fat  on  chairs  with 
backs  without  arms.  The  table  was  entirely  fervecl,  and 
-all  the  diflies  fet  on  by  the  emprefs’s  maids  of  honour,  wl.ich 
arc  twelve  }oting  ladies  of  the  tirft  quality.  They  have 
no  falary,  but  their  chamber  at  court,  where  they  live  in 
a fort  of  confinement,  not  being  futfered  to  go  to  the  al- 
femblies  or  public  places  in  town,  except  in  compliment 
to  the  wedding  of  a filler  maid,  whom  the  emprefs  always 
prefents  with  her  piiRure  fet  in  diamonds.  The  three  hdl 
of  them  are  called  Ladies  of  the  Kty^  and  wear  gold  kevs 
by  their  fides ; but  what  1 find  molt  pleafant,  is  the  ciif- 
tom,  which  obliges  them,  as  long  as  they  live,  after  they 
have  left  the  eniprefs’s  fervice,  to  make  her  fomc  prefent 
every  year  on  tlic  day  of  her  feafl.  Her  majefly  is  ferved 
by  no  niarvled  w’omcn  but  the  grande  mahrejfe^  who  is  ge- 
nerally a widow  of  the  firft  quality,  always  veiy  old,  and 
is  at  the  fame  time  groom  of  the  hole,  and  mother  of  the 
maids.  The  drellcrsare  not,  at  all.  In  the  figure  they  pre- 
teml  to  in  England,  being  looked  upon  no  otherwife  than 
as  downright  chambermaids.  I had  an  audience  next  day 
of  the  emprefs  mother,  a princefs  of  great  virtue  and  good- 
nefs,  but  who  picqties  herfelf  too  much  on  a violent  devo- 
ti  in.  She  is  perpetually  performing  extraordinaiy  adls  of 
jjenance,  wititout  iiaving  ever  done  any  tiling  to  deferve 
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them.  She  has  the  fame  number  of  mr, ids  of  honour,  whom 
fhc  futfcrs  to  go  in  colours  ; but  fhe  herfdf  never  quits  her 
mourning;  » id  furc  nothing  can  be  more  dilmal  tlian  the 
mourning  hei'C,  even  tor  a brotiier.  1 here  is  not  the  leatl 
bit  of  linen  to  be  feen  ; all  black  crape  ini  lead  of  it.  The 
neck^  ears,  and  fide  of  the  face  are  covered  with  a plaited 
piece  of  the  fame  flutF,  and  the  face  that  peeps  out  in  the 
mldll  of  it,  looks  as  if  it  were  pilloried.  The  widows 
wear  over  and  above,  a crape  forehead  cloth ; and,  in  this 
folemn  weed,  go  to  all  the  public  places  of  diverfion  with- 
out fcruple.  The  next  day  I was  to  wait  on  the  emprefs 
Amelia,  who  is  now  at  her  palace  of  retirement,  half  a 
mile  from  the  town.  I had  there  tlie  pleafurc  of  feeing  a 
diverfion  wholly  new  to  me,  but  which  is  tlie  common  a- 
mufement  of  this  court.  The  emprefs  herfdf  was  feated 
on  a little  dtronc  at  the  end  of  the  fine  alley  in  the  garden, 
and  on  each  fide  of  her  were  ranged  two  parties  of  her  la- 
dies of  quality,  headed  by  two  young  archducheffes,  all 
drefleJ  in  their  hair,  full  of  jewels,  with  fine  light  guns  in 
their  hands;  and  at  proper  diflauces  were  placed  three  oval 
piiflures,  which  were  the  marks  to  be  fiiot  at.  The  firfl 
was  that  of  a GuPto,  filling  a bumper  of  Burgundy,  and 
the  motto,  ''Tis  eajy  to  he  valiant  here.  The  fccond  a For- 
tttne,  holding  a garland  in  her  hand,  the  motto.  For  her 
'whom  Fortune  'favours^  The  third  was  a Sword,  with  a 
laurel  wreath  on  the  point,  the  motto,  Here  if  no  Jl^ame  t» 

he  vanquijhed. Near  the  empreTs  was  a gilded  trophy- 

wreathed  with  rtowers,  and  made  of  little  crooks,  on  which 
were  hung  rich  Turkilh  handkerchiefs,  tippets,  ribbons, 
laces,  &c.  for  the  fmall  prizes.  The  emprefs  gave  the 
firft  with  her  own  hand,  which  was  a fine  ruby  ring  fet 
round  with  diamonds,  in  a gold  fmiff-box.  There  was  for 
the  fecond,  a little  Cupid  fet  with  brilliants,  and  befides 
thefe  a fet  of  fine  china  for  the  tea-table,  enchafed  in  gold, 
japan  trunks,  fans,  and  many  gallantries  of  the  fame  na- 
ture. All  the  men  of  quality  at  Vienna  were  i'pedlators  ; 
but  the  ladles  only  had  permilTion  to  fiioot,  and  the  arch- 
dnehefs  Amelia  carried  off  the  firfl  prize.  I was  very  well 
.pleafed  with  having  feen  this  entertainment,  and  I do  not 
know  but  it  might  make  as  goad  a ligine  as  the  priac-fhoot- 
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Mig  in  the  Encid,  if  I could  write  as  well  as  Virgil.  This 
is  the  favourite  pleafure  of  th«  emperor,  and  there  Is 
rarely  a week  without  fome  feall  of  this  kind,  which  makes 
the  young  ladies  fkilful  enougli  to  defend  a fort.  They 
laughed  verj-  much  to  fee  me  afraid  to  handle  a gun.  My 
dear  filler,  you  will  eafily  pardon  an  abrupt  conclufioiu 
1 believe,  by  this  time,.  ycUware  ready  to  think  I Ihall  ne- 
ver conclude  at  all. 

• ‘ i 


LET.-  X. 

TO  THE  LADY  R 


K Icnna^  Sept,  20.  O.  S.  1 71 6. 

X AM  extremely  rejoiced,  but  not  at  all  furprifed,  at 
the  long,  delightful  letter,  you  have  had  the  goodnefs  to 
fend  me.  I know  that  you  can  think  of  an  abfent  friend 
even  in  the  mitMl  of  a court,  and  you  love  to  oblige,  where 
you  can  have  no  view  of  a return  ; and  1 expe6l  from 
you  that  you  lliould  love  me,  and  think  of  me,  when  you 
don’t  lee  me.  1 have  companion  for  the  mortiheations 
tliat  you  tell  me  befel  our  little  old  friend,  and  I pity 
her  much  more,  lince  I know,  that  they  are  only  owing, 
to  the  barbarous  culloms  of  our  country.  Upon  my  word, 
if  Ihe  were  here,  llie  would  have  no  otlicr  fault  but  that 
of  being  fomething  too  young  for  the  falhion,  and  Ihe  has 
nothing  to  do  but  to  tranfplant  herfelf  hither  about  feven- 
years  hence,  to  be  again  a young  and  blooming  beauty. 

I cun  affme  you,  that  wrinkles,  or  a fmall  Hoop  in  the. 
fliouldcrs,  nay,  even  gray-hairs,  are  no  objection  to  the 
making  new  concjuefls.  1 know  you  cannot  eafily  figure 
to  yourfotf,  a young  fellow  of  five  and  twenty,  ogling  my- 
lady  S — — k with  pallion,  or  prefling  to  hand  tiic  count- 

efs  of  O -d  from  an  opera.  But  fucli  are  the  fights  I 

fee  every  day,  and  I don’t  perceive  any  body  furprized 
at.  them  but  myl'df.  A woman,  till  five  and  thirty,  is 
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only  looked  upon  as  a raw  girl,  and  can  poflibly  make  n0 
noife  in  the  world,  till  about  forty.  I don’t  know  what 
your  ladyiiiip  may  think  of  this  matter ; but  ’tis  a conli- 
derable  comfort  to  me,  to  know  there  is  upon  earth  luch 
a paradife  for  old  v'omen  ; and  I am  content  to  be  inllg- 
nificant  at  prefent,  in  the  defign  of  returning  when  I am 
fit  to  appear  no  where  elfe.  1 cannot  help  lamenting,  on 
this  occafion,  the  pitiful  cafe  of  too  many  Englifh  ladies, 
long  fince  retired  to  prudery  and  ratafia,  who.  If  their  liars, 
had  luckily  conduced  hither,  would  fhine  in  the  firll  rank 
of  beauties.  Befides,  that  perplexing  word  reputation^ 
has  quite  another  meaning  here  than  what  you  give  it  at 
London ; and  getting  a lover  is  fo  far  from  loflng,  that 
’tis  properly  getting  reputation  5 ladies  being  much  more 
relpc£led  in  regard  to  the  rank  of  their  lovers,  than  that 
of  their  hufbands. 

But  what  you’ll  think  very  odd,  the  two  fec^s  that  di- 
vide our  whole  nation  of  petticoats,  are  utterly  unknown 
in  this  place.  Here  are  neither  coquettes  nor  prudes.  Xa 
woman  daies  appear  coquette  enough  to  encoui'age  two. 
lovers  at  a time.  And  I have  not  leen  any  fuch  prudes 
as  to  pretend  fidelity  to  their  huft)ands,  who  arc  certaiitly 
the  bell  natured  fet  of  people  in  the  world,  and  look  upon 
tlieir  wives’  gallants  as  favourably  as  men  do  upon  their 
deputies,  that  take  the  troublefomc  part  of  their  bufinefs 
oil  their  hands.  They  have  not  however  the  lefs  to  do  on 
that  account;  for  they  are  generally  deputies  in  another 
place  thcmfelves ; in  one  w^ord,  ’tis  the  eftabliflied  cuf- 
tom  for  every  lady  to  have  two  hufbands,  one  that  bears 
the  name,  and  another  that  performs  the  duties.  And  the 
engagements  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  would  be  a down- 
right afiront,  and  publicly  re fented,  if  you  invited  a wo- 
nian  of  quality  to  dinner,  without,  at  the  fame  time,  in- 
viting her  tu'o  attendants  of  lover  and  hufband,  l)etween 
tyhom  Ihe  fits  in  date  with  great  gravity.  The  fub-mar- 
riages  generally  lafl  twenty  yeare  together,  and  the  lady 
often  commands  the  poor  lover’s  efiate,  even  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  his  family.  Thefe  conneflions,  indeed,  are  as  fel- 
tlom  begun  by  any  real  pallion  as  other  matches ; for  a 
' man 
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Man  makes  but  an  ill  figure  that  Is  not  in  fome  commerce 
of  this  nature  ; and  a woman  looks  out  for  a lover  as  foon 
as  file’s  married,  as  part  of  her  equipage,  without  which 
fhe  could  not  be  genteel  j and  the  rirll  article  of  the  treaty 
is  eflablifhing  the  penflon,  which  remains  to  the  lady,  in 
cafe  the  gallant  fhould  prove  inconftant.  This  chargeable 
point  of  Jionour,  1 look  upon  as  the  real  foundation  of  fo 
many  wonderful  inflances  of  conflancy.  1 really  know 
fome  women  of  the  firll  quality,  whofe  jienllons  are  as 
well  known  as  their  annualrcnts,  and  vet  nobody  elleems 
them  the  lefs  ; on  the  contrary,  thch  diferetion  would  be 
called  in  queftion,  if  they  fhould  be  fufpe^fed  to  be  mif- 
trefles  for  nothing.  A great  part  of  tlieir  emulation  con- 
fifls  in  trying  who  fliall  get  moft  5 and  having  no  intrigue 
at  all,  is  fo  far  a difgrace,  that.  I’ll  alliire  you,  a lady, 
who  is  very  much  my  friend  here,  told  me  but  yefterday, 
how  much  I was  obliged  to  her  for  jullifjing  my  condudi 
in  a converfation  relating  to  me,  where  it  was  publicly 
aflerted,  that  I could  not  pollibly  have  common  fenfe, 
fince  I had  been  in  town  above  a fortnight,  and  had  made 
no  fleps  towards  commencing  an  amour.  My  friend 
pleaded  for  me,  that  my  flay  was  uncertain,  and  fhe  be- 
lieved that  was  the  caufe  of  my  feeming  flupidity  ; and 
this  was  all  fhe  could  find  to  fay  in  my  j unification.  But 
one  of  .the  pleafantell  adventures  I ever  met  with  in  my 
life  was  lafl  niglit,  and  it  will  give  you  a juft  idea  in  what 
a delicate  manner  the  belles  ^ajjlons  are  managed  in  this 
country.  I was  at  the  afl'embly  of  the  countefs  of  ■ ■ ■ ■ , 

and  the  young  count  of leading  me  down  flairs,  afk- 

ed  me  how  long  I was  to  flay  at  Vienna?  I made  an- 
fwer,  that  my  flay  depended  on  the  emperor,  and  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  determine  it.  Well,  madam,  (faid 
he)  wlicther  your  time  here  is  to  be  longer  or  fhorter,  I 
thing  you  ought  to  pafs  it  agreeably,  and  to  that  end 

you  mull  engage  in  a little  c^air  of  the  bean, My 

heart,  (anfwered  I gravely  enough)  does  not  engage  very 
cafily,  and  I havo  no  defign  of  parting  with  it.  I fee, 
madam,  (laid  he  fighing)  by  the  ill  nature  of  that  an- 
fwer,  I am  not  to  hope  for  it,  which  is  a great  mortifica- 
tion to  me  that  am  charmed  witli  you.  But,  however,  I 

am 
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aia  flill  devoted  to  your  fervice ; and  fince  I ara  not  wor*- 
tliy  of  entertaining  you  myfelf,  do  me  the  honour  of  let- 
ting me  know,  whom  you  like,  bed  amongft  u?,  ajid  I’ll 
engage  to  manage  the  afiair  entirely  to  your  latistacVion. 
You  may  judge  in  what  manner  I Ihould  have  received 
this  compliment  in  my  own  country  5 but  I was  well  e- 
nough  acquainted,  with  the  way  of  thisy  to  know  that  he 
really  intended  me  an  obligation,  and  I thanked  him  with 
a very  grave  courtefy  for  his  zeal  to  fervc  me,  and  only 
aiTured  him,  I had  no  occadon  to  make  ufe  of  it.  Thus 
you  fee,  my  dear,  tlurc  gallantry  and  good- breeding  are 
as  different,  in  different  climates,  as  morality  and  religion. 
Who  have  the  righted  notions  of  both,  we  fhall  never 
know  till  the  day  of  judgment;  for  which  great  day  of 
eclaircijjement ^ I own  there  is  very  little  impatience  in  your,, 

&CC.  &CC. 


LET.  XI.- 

TO  MRS  J 

Vienna^  Sept.  26.  O.  S.  17 16.- 

J WAS  never  more  agreeably  furprifed  than  by  your 
obliging  letter.  ’Tis  a peculiar  mark  of  my  efleem  tliat 
I tell  you  fo ; and  I can  affure  you,  that  if  I loved  you  one. 
grain  lefs  than  I do,  I fliould  be  very  forry  to  fee  it  fo  di- . 
verting  as  it  is.  The  mortal  averfion  I have  to  writing, 
make.s  me  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  a new  correfpondent 
and  I believe  I have  difobliged  no  lefs  than  a down  of  my 
London  acquaintance  by  refufmg  to  hear  from  them, 
tliough  1.  did  verily  think  they  intended  to  fend  me  very 
entertaining  letters.  But  I had  rather  lofe  tlie  pleafurc 
of  reading  feveral  witty  things,  than  be-  forced  to  write 
many  duped  ones.  Yet,  in  fpite  of  thefe  confiderations^ 
I am  charmed  with  the  proof  of  your  frienddiip,  and  beg 
a continuation  of  the  fame  gooditefs,  though  I fear  the 
' dulaefs 
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iiilnefs  of  tills  will  make  you  immediately  repent  of  it. 
It  is  not  from  Auflria  that  one  can  write  with  vivacity, 
and  I am  already  inf'cCled  with  tlie  phlegm  of  the  country. 
Even  tin;ir  amours  and  their  quarrels  are  carried  on  with 
a fui'prifing  temper,  and  they  are  never  lively  but  upon 
points  of  ceremony.  There,  I own,  they  Ihew  all  their 
pallions ; and  ’tis  not  long  lince  two  coaches,  meeting  in 
a nan-ow  ftreet  at  niglit,  the  ladies  in  them  not  being 
able  to  adjufl  the  ceremonial  of  which  llioiikl  go  back,  fat 
there  with  equal  gallantry  till  two  In  the  morning,  and 
were  both  fo  fully  determined  to  die  upon  the  fpot  rather 
than  yield,  in  a point  of  that  importance,  that  the  ftreet 
would  never  have  been  cleared  till  their  deaths,  if  the 
emperor  had  not  fent  his  guards  to  part  them  ; and  even 
tiieir  they  refufed  to  fllr,  till  the  expedient  could  be  found 
out  of  taking  them  both  out  in  chairs,  exactly  in  the 
fame  moment.  After  the  ladies  were  agreed,  it  was  with 
fome  difficulty  that  the  pafs  was  decided  between  the 
two  coachmen,  no  Icfs  tenacious  of  their  rank  than  the  la- 
dies. This  paflion  is  fo  omnipotent  in  the  breafts  of  the 
women,  thaUeven  their  hulbands  never  die  but  they  arc 
ready  to  break  tlieir  hearts,  becaufe  that  fatal  hour  puts 
an  end  to  their  rank,  no  widows  having  any  place  at  Vien- 
na. The  men  are  not  much  lefs  touched  with  this  point 
of  honour,  and  they  do  not  only  fcorn  to  many,  but  even 
to  make  love  to  any  woman  of  a family  not  as  illuftrious 
as  their  own  5 and  the  pedigree  is  much  more  confldered 
by  them,  than  either  the  complexion  of  features  of  their 
miftrefles.  Happy  are  the  ftie’s  tliat  can  number  amongrt; 
their  anceftors,  counts  of  the  empire  ; they  have  neidier  oc- 
cafion  for  beauty,  money,  nor  good  con  iu6i  to  get  them 
hulbands.  ’Tis  true,  as  to  money,  ’tis  fcldom  any  advan- 
tage to  the  man  they  marry ; the  laws  of  Auliria  con- 
fine the  woman’s  portion  to  two  tlioufand  florins  (about 
two  hundred  pounds  Eingliffi),  and  whatever  they  have 
befide,  remains  in  their  own  pofleflion  and  difpofal.  Thus, 
here  are  many  ladies  much  richer  tlian  their  lui {bands, 
who  arc  however  obliged  to  allow  them  pin-money  agree- 
able to  their  quality;  and  I attribute  to -tills  confiderable 
branch  of  prerogative,  the  liberty  tliat  they  take  upon 
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other  ocoftfions.  T am  lure,  you,  that  know  my  Jazlnefs, 
and  extreme  indifference  on  this  fubjefl,  will  pity  me,  en- 
tangled amongft  all  thcfe  ceremonies,  whicli  are  a wonder- 
ful burden  to  me,  though  I am  tlie  envy  of  the  whole 
town,  having,  by  their  own  cuftoms,  the  pafs  before  them 
all..  They  indeed,  fo  revenge,  upon  the  poor  envoys, 
this  great  refpevft  Ihewn  to  ambaffadors,  that  (with  all  my 
indifference)  I Ihould  be  very  uneafy  to  fuffer  it.  Upon 
days  of  ceremony  they  have  no  entrance  at  court,  and  on 
other  days  muft  content  themfelves  with  walking  after 
every  foul,  and  being  the  very  laft  taken  notice  of.  But 
I muft  write  a volume  to  let  you  know  all  the  ceremonies, 
and  I have  already  faid  too  much  on  fo  dull  a fubjciff, 
\vhich  however  employs  the  whole  care  of  the  people 
here.  I need  not,  after  this,  tell  you  how  agreeably  time 
Hides  away  with  me ; you  know  as  well  as  1 do  tlie  tafte 
of,  Your’s,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XII. 

TO  THE  LADY  X 

Vienna^  Ocl.  i.  O.  S.  1716. 

O U defirc  me,  madam,  to  fend  you  fome  accounts 
of  the  culloms  here,  and  at  the  fame  time  a defcriptioii 
of  Vienna.  I am  always  willing  to  obey  your  commands  ; 
but  you  muft,  upon  this  occafion,  take  the  will  for  the 
deed.  If  I Ihould  undertake  to  tell  you  all  the  particulars, 
in  which  the  manners  here  differ  from  ours,  I muR  write 
a whole  quire  of  the  dullefl;  fluff  that  ever  was  read,  or 
printeil  without  being  read.  Their  drefs  agrees  with  the 
French  or  Englifli  in  no  one  article,  but  wearing  petticoats. 
They  have  many  fafliions  peculiar  to  themfelves;  they 
think  it  indecent  for  a widow  ever  to  wear  green  or  rofe 
colour,  but  all  the  other  gayefl;  coloui-s  at  her  own  dif- 
cretion.  The  aflcniblies  here  arc  the  only  regular  diver- 
* lioii, 
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flon,  the  operas  being  always  at  court,  and  commonly 
on  ibme  particular  occadon.  Madam  Rabutin  has  the 
aflembly  conllantly  every  night  at  Irer  houfe  ; and  the 
other  ladies,  whenever  they  have  a mind  to  difplay  the 
magnificence  of  their  apartments,  or  oblige  a friend  by 
complimenting  them  on  the  day  of  their  faint,  they  de* 
dare,  that  on  fuch  a day  the  affembly  fliall  be  at  their 
houfe  in  honour  of  the  feaft  of  the  count  or  countefs  — — 
Jiicb  a erne,  'riiefe  days  are  called  days  of  Gala,  and  aU 
the  friends  or  relations  of  the  lady,  whofe  faint  it  is,  arc 
obliged  to  appear  in  their  bed  dolhes,  and  all  tlreir  jew- 
els. The  railtrefs  of  the  houfe  takes  no  particular  notice 
of  any  body,  nor  returns  any  body’s  vifit ; and,  whoever 
pleafes,  may  go,  without  the  formality  of  being  prefented. 
I’lie  company  are  entertained  with  ice  in  feveral  forms, 
winter  and  fummer ; afterwards  they  divide  into  feveral 
parties  of  ombre,  piquet,  or  converiation,  all  games  of 
hazard  being  forbid. 

T SAW  t’other  day  the  Gala  for  Count  Altheim,  the 
emperor’s  favouiitc,  and  never  in  my  life  faw  fo  many 
fine  clothes  ill-fancied.  They  embroiilcr  the  ricliefi  gold 
Hurts;  and  provided  they  can  make  their  clothes  expenfivc 
enough,  that  is  all  the  talle  they  Ihew  in  them.  On  other 
days,  the  general  drefs  is  a fcarf,  and  what  you  pleafe  un- 
der it. 

now  I am  fpeaking  of  Vienna,  I am  fure  you  ex- 
pert 1 flroiild  fay  fomething  of  the  convents;  they  are  of 
all  forts  and  Czes,  but  I am  bell  pleafed  with  that  of  St 
Lawrence,  where  the  eafe  and  neatnvfs  they  feem  to  live 
•with,  appears  to  be  much  more  edifying  than  thofe  ftricler 
orders,  w Itere  perpetual  penance  and  naflinefs  mull  breed 
dilcontent  and  wretchednefs.  The  Nuns  are  all  of  quality. 
I thijik  tliere  are  to  the  number  of  fifty.  They  have  each 
of  them  a little  cell  perfedlly  clean,  the  walls  of  which 
are  covered  with  pidlurcs  more  or  lefs  fine,  according  to 
their  quality.  A long  white  Hone  gallery  runs  by  all  of 
tliem,  furnilhed  with  the  piclures  of  exemplary  llrtcrs ; the 
chapel  is  extremely  neat  and  richly  adorned.  But  I could 

JE  not 
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not  forbear  laughing  at  their  Ihcwing  me  a wooJcn  head 
of  our  Saviour,  which,  they  affured  me,  fpoke  during  the 
fiege  of  Vienna  and,  as  a proot  ot  it,  bid  me  mark  kis 
mouth,  which  had  been  open  ever  fince.  Nothing  can  be 
more  becoming  than  tlie  drefs  oi  thefc  Nuns.  It  is  a 
white  robe,  the  fleeves  ot  which  are  turned  up  with  fine 
white  callico,  and  their  head-drefs  the  fame,  excepting  a 
fmall  veil  of  black  crape  that  falls  behind.  They  liave  a 
lower  fort  of  ferving  Nuns,  that  wait  on  them  as  their 
chambermaids.  They  receive  all  viflts  of  women,  and 
play  at  ombre  in  their  chambers,  with  pcrmillion  of  their 
abbefs,  wdiich  is  very  ealy  to  be  obtained.  I never  faw 
an  old  woman  fo  good-natured  ; flie  is  near  foiirfcore,  and 
yet  thews  very  little  fign  of  decay,  being  Hill  lively  and 
cheerful.  She  carefled  me  as  if  I had  been  lier  daughter, 
giving  me  fome  pretty  things  of  her  own  work,  and  fweet- 
meats  in  abundance.  The  grate  is  not  of  the  moll  rigid ; 
it  is  not  very  liard  to  put  a head  through,  and  I don’t 
doubt  but  a man.  a little  more  flender  than  ordinary,  might 
f pieeze  in  his  whole  perfon.  The  young  count  of  Sala- 
inis  came  to  the  grate,  while  I was  there,  and  the  abbefs 
gave  him  her  hand  to  kifs.  But  I was  furprifed  to  lind 
here,  the  only  beautiful  young  woman  I have  feen  at 
Vienna,  and  not  only  beautiful  but  genteel,  witty,  and 
agreeable,  of  a great  family,  and  who  had  been  the  admi- 
ration of  the  town.  I could  itot  forbear  fhewing  my  fur- 
prife  at  feeing  a Nun  like  her.  She  made  me  a thoufand 
obliging  compliments,  and  deflred  me  to  come  often.  It 
will  be  an  infinite  pleafure  to  me,  (faid  Hie,  Iighing)  but 
I avoid,  with  the  greatefl  care,  feeing  any  of  my  former 
acquaintance,  and  whenever  they  come  to  our  convent,  I 
lock  mylclf  in  my  cell.  I obferved  tears  come  into  her 
eyes,  which  touched  me  extremely,  and  I began  to  talk 
to  her  in  that  llrain  of  tender  pity  flie  infpired  me  with  ; 
but  Ihe  would  not  own  to  me,  that  flie  is  not  perfedlly 
happy.  I have  fince  endeavoured  to  learn  the  real  caufe 
of  her  retirement,  without  being  able  to  get  any  other  ac- 
count, but  that  every  body  \yas  furprifed  at  it,  and  no 
body  gueffed  the  rcafon.  I have  been  feveral  times  to 
fee  her  5 but  it  gives  me  too  muck  melancholy  to  fee  fo 

agreeable 
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agreeable  a young  creature  buried  alive.  I am  not  fiir- 
priled  that  Nuns  have  fo  often  infpired  violent  paljions ; 
the  pity  one  naturally  feels  for  them,  when  they  feem 
wortiiy  of  another  defliny,  making  an  eafy  way  for  yet 
more  tender  fentiments.  I never  in  my  life  had  fo  little 
i-.harity  for  the  Roman  Catholick  religion,  as  lince  I fee  the 
mifeiy'  It  occafions  ; fo  many  poor  unhappy  women  ! and 
then  the  grofs  fuperllition  of  the  common  people,  who  are 
feme  or  other  of  them,  day  and  night,  offering  bits  of 
candle  to  the  wooden  figures  that  are  fet  up  almoft  in 
every  ftreet.  The  procellions  I fee  veiy  often,  are  a 
pageantry,  as  offenfive,  and  apparently  contradidlory  to 
common  fenfe,  as  the  pagods  of  China.  God  knows  whe- 
ther it  be  the  ’womanly  fpirit  of  contradidtion  that  works 
in  me ; but  there  never  before  was  fuch  zeal  againft  po- 
pery in  the  heait  of. 

Dear  madam,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  xiir. 

TO  MR  . 

Vienna^  051^  lo.  O.  S.  1716. 

X DESERVE  not  all  the  reproaches  you  make  me.  If  I 
have  been  fome  time  without  anfweiing  your  letter,  it  is 
not,  that  I don’t  know  how  many  thanks  are  due  to  you 
for  it ; or  that  I am  llupid  enough  to  prefer  any  amufe- 
ments  to  the  pleafure  of  hearing  from  you  ; but  alter  the 
profelfions  of  elleem  you  have  fo  obligingly  made  me,  I 
cannot  help  delaying,  as  long  as  I can,  Ihewing  you  that 
vou  are  millaken.  If  you  are  fincere,  when  you  fay  you 
exped  to  be  extremely  entertained  by  my  letters,  I ought 
to  be  mortified  at  the  difappointment  that  I am  fure  you 
■svlll  receive,  when  you  hear  from  me ; though  1 have  done 
my  bell  endeavours  to  find  out  fomething  worth  wri- 
ting to  you.  I have  feen  every  thing  that  was  to  be 

E 2 fiien 
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fccn  ^Ith  a very  diligent  curiollty.  Here  are  feme  fine 
villas,  particularly  the  late  prince  of  Litchtenltein’s ; but 
the  ftatiies  are  all  modern,  and  the  pidurcs  not  of  the  firit 
hands.  ’Tis  true,  the  empjeror  has  fome  of  great  value. 

I was  yefterday  to  fee  the  repofitory,  which  they  call  his 
Treafure,  wlierc  they  feem  to  have  been  more  diligent  in 
amalling  a great  quantity  of  things,  than  in  the  choice  of 
them.  I fpent  above  five  ho;irs  there,  and  yet  there  were 
very  lew  tilings  that  flopped  me  long  to  conuder  them. 
But  the  number  is  prodigious,  being  a very  long  gallery 
filled  on  both  fides,  and  five  large  rooms.  There  is  a vail 
quantity  of  paintings,  amongil  which  are  many  fine  mi- 
niatures ; but  the  mofl  valuable  pidlures,  arc  a few  of 
Corregio,  thole  of  ritian  being  at  the  Favorita. 

The  cabinet  of  jewels  did  not  appear  to  me  fo  rich  as  I 
expedled  to  fee  it.  They  fhewed  me  here  a cup,  about  the 
fizeof  a tea  dilli,  of  one  enure  emerald,  which  they  had  lo 
particular  a rcfpeild  for,  that  only  the  emperor  has  the  liber- 
ty oi' touching  it.  There  is  a large  cabinet  full  of  curiofities 
of  clock-work,  only  one  of  which  I tliought  worth  obferving, 
that  was  a craw-fifh,  with  all  the  motions  fo  natural,  that  it 
was  hard  to  ciillinguilh  it  from  the  life. 

The  next  cabinet  was  a large  collection  of  agates,  fome 
of  them  extremely  beautiful,  and  of  an  uncommon  fize,  and 
feveral  vafes  of  Lapis  Lazuli.  I was  fwrprifed  to  fee  the 
cabinet  of  medals  fo  poorly  furnifhed  •,  I did  not  remark 
one  of  any  value,  and  they  are  kept  in  a mofl  ridiculous 
diforder.  As  to  the  antiques,  very  few  of  them  deferve 
that  name.  Upon  my  faying  they  were  modern,  1 could 
not  forbear  laughing  at  the  anfwerof  the  profound  anti- 
quary that  (hewed  them,  that  they  were  ancievt  aiottgb ; 
for^  to  his  knoxi’led^e^  they  had  been  there  thefe  forty  years. 
But  the  next  cabinet  diverted  me  yet  better,  being  no- 
thing clfe  but  a parcel  of  wax  babies,  and  toys  in  ivory, 
very  well  worthy  to  be  prefented  children  of  five  years  old. 
Two  of  the  rooms  were  wholly  filled  with  thefe  tritlcs  of 
all  kinds,  fet  in  jewels,  amongft  which  1 was  delired  to 
oblcrve  a crucifix,  that  they  afliircd  me  had  f]'>oke  very 
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xvifcly  to  tlie  emperor  Leopold.  I won’t  trouble  you  with 
a catalogue  of  the  reft  of  Uie  lumber ; but  I rtiuft  not  for- 
get to  mention  a fmall  piece  of  loadftone  that  held  up  aa 
anchor  of  fteel  too  heavy  for  me  to  lift.  This  is  what  I 
thought  moft  curious  in  tlie  whole  trcafure.  There  are 
fome  few  heads  of  ancient  ftatues  ; but  feveral  of  them 
are  defaced  by  modem  additions.  I forefee  that  you  will 
be  very  little  fatisficd  with  this  letter,  and  I dare  hardly 
alk  you  to  be  good-natured  enough  to  charge  the  dulnefs 
ct  it  on  the  barrcnncfs  of  the  fubjcci,  and  to  overlook  the 
ilupidity  of,  ^ 

Your,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XIV. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  — — 

Prague^  Nov.  17.  O.  S.  1716. 

J|[  HOPE  my  dear  Ilfler  wants  no  new  proofs  of  my  fin- 
cere  aftedlion  for  her:  but  I am  fure,  if  you  do,  I could 
not  give  you  a ftronger  than  wi  iting  at  this  time,  after 
three  days,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  three  nights  and 

days,  hard  poft-travelling.' The  kingdom  of  Bohemia 

is  the  moft  defert  of  any  I have  feen  in  Germanv.  The 
villages  are  fo  poor,  and  the  pcft-hoiifes  fo  miferable,  that 
clean  ftraw  and  fair  water  are  blcffings  not  always  to  be 
met  with,  and  better  accommodation  not  to  be  hoped  for. 
Though  1 carried  my  own  bed  with  me,  I could  not  fomc- 
tknes  find  a place  to  fet  it  up  in  5 and  I rather  chofe  to 
travel  all  night,  as  cold  as  it  is,  wrapped  up  in  my  furs, 
than  go  into  the  common  ftoves,  which  are  filled  with  a 
mixture  of  all  forts  of  ill  feents. 

Tms  totvn  was  once  the  ro}'al  feat  of  the  Bohemian 
king,  and  is  ftill  the  capital  of  the  kingdom.  There  arc 
yet  forae  remains  of  its  former  fplendour,  being  one  of  the 

largeft 
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largeft  towns  in  Germany,  but,  for  the  moA  part,  old  built, 
and  thinly  inhabited,  which  makes  the  houles  very  cheap. 
Thole  people  of  quality,  who  cannot  cafily  bear  the  ex- 
pence of  Vienna,  chufe  to  refide  here,  where  they  have 
all'emblies,  mullc,  and  all  other  diverAons,  (thole  of  a 
court  excepted)  at  very  moderate  rates,  all  things  being 
here  in  great  abundance,  efpecially  the  beft  wild-fowl  I 
ever  tailed.  I have  already  been  vifited  by  feme  ol'  the 
mofl  confiderable  ladies,  whofe  relations  I know  at  Vienna. 
They  arc  dreffed  after  the  falhions  there,  after  the  man- 
ner that  the  people  at  Exeter  imitate  thofe  of  London  ; 
that  is,  their  imitation  is  more  cxcellive  than  the  original. 
’Tis  not  eafy  to  deferibe  what  extraordinary  figures  they 
make.  The  perfon  is  fo  much  loll  between  head-drefs 
and  petticoat,  that  they  have  as  much  occafion  to  write 
upon  their  backs,  This  is  a Woman^"  for  the  informa- 
tion of  travellers,  as  ever  fign-poft  painter  had  to  write, 
‘‘  This  is  a Bear.''  I wdll  not  forget  to  write  to  you  again 
from  DrefdeiTand  Leipzig,  being  much  more  folicitous  to 
«ontent  your  curioAty,  titan  to  indulge  my  own  repofe. 

I am,  &C.. 


LET.  XV. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  . 

Leipzig.,  Nov.  21.  O.  S.  1716. 

J.  BELIEVE,  dear  After,  you  will  eaAly  forgive  my  not 
writing  to  you  from  Drefden,  as  I promifed,  when  I tell 
you,  that  I never  went  out  of  my  chaife  from  Prague  to 
tins  place.  You  may  imagine  how  heartily  I was  tired 
with  twenty.four  hours  poft-travclling,  without  Aeep  or  re- 
frelhment  (for  I can  never  deep  in  a coach,  however  fa- 
tigued.)  \Ve  pafled,  by  moon-lhine,  the  frightful  preci- 
pices that  divide  Bohemia  from  Saxony,  at  the  bottom  of 
V'hich  runs  the  river  Elbe  j but  I cannot  fay,  tliat  I had 

reafoa 


LETTERS.  3^ 

reafon  to  fear  drowning  in  it,  being  perfeiStly  convinced, 
that,  in  cafe  of  a tumble,  it  was  utterly  impoflible  to  come 
alive  to  the  bottom.  In  many  places,  the  road  is  fo  nar- 
row, that  I could  not  difcern  an  inch  of  fpace  between  the 
wheels  and  the  precipice.  Yet  I was  fo  good  a wife,  as 

not  to  wake  Mr  \V y,  who  was  fait  afleep  by  my 

fide,  to  make  him  fhare  in  my  tears,  lince  the  danger  was 
unavoidable,  till  I perceived,  by  the  bright  ligiit  of  tlic 
moon,  our  poflilions  nodding  on  horfe-back,  while  tlic 
horfes  were  on  a full  gallop.  Then  indeed  I thought  it 
very  convenient  to  call  out  to  defire  them  to  look  where 

they  were  going.  My  calling  waked  Mr  W y,  and 

he  was  much  more  furprifed  than  myfelf  at  the  fituation 
we  were  in,  and  aflured  me,  that  he  pafl'ed  the  Alps  five 
times  in  difierent  places,  without  e\  d having  gone  a road 
fo  dangerous.  I have  been  told  fince,  that  ’tis  common 
to  find  the  bodies  of  travellers  in  the  Elbe  ; but,  thank 
God,  that  was  not  our  defliny ; and  we  came  fafe  to  Dicf- 
den,  fo  much  tired  with  fear  and  fatigue,  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  compofc  myfelf  to  wiite.  After  palling 
thefe  dreadful  rocks,  Drefden  appeared  to  me  a wonder- 
fully agreeable  fituation,  in  a fine  large  plain  on  the  banks 
of  the  Elbe.  1 was  very  glad  to  flay  there  a day  to  reft 
myfelfi  The  town  is  the  neateft  I have  feen  in  Germa- 
ny ; moft  of  the  houfes  arc  new  built ; tlie  cledlor’s  pa- 
lace is  very  handfome,  and  his  repofitory  full  of  curiofities 
of  difi'erent  kinds,  with  a colledlion  of  medals  very  much 

efleemed.  Sir , our  king’s  envoy,  came  to  fee  me 

here,  and  Madam  de  L , whom  1 knew  in  London, 

when  her  hufband  was  minifter  to  the  king  of  Poland  there. 
She  offered  me  all  things  in  her  power  to  entertain  me, 
and  brought  fome  lad  es  with  her,  whom  flie  pre'ented  to  me. 
The  Saxon  ladies  relemble  the  Auftrian  no  more  than 
the  Ghinefe  do  thofe  of  London ; they  are  very  genteelly 
drefied,  after  the  Englifh  and  French  modes,  and  have  ge- 
nerally pretty  faces,  but  they  are  the  moft  determined  nii- 
tiaudieres  in  the  W'hole  world.  They  would  think  it  a mortal 
fin  againft  good-breeding,  if  they  either  fpokc  or  moved 
in  a natural  manner.  They  all  affedi  a little  foft  lifp,  and 
a pretty  pitty-pat  ftep  j which  female  frailties  ought,  how- 


40  LETTERS. 

ever,  to  be  forgiven  them,  in  favour  of  their  civility  and 
good  nature  to  llrangers,  which  I have  a great  deal  of 
real'on  to  praife. 

The  countefs  of  Cozelle  is  kept  prifoner  in  a melan- 
choly calUe,  fome  leagues  Ircm  hence  ; and  I cannot  for- 
bear telling  you  what  I have  heard  of  her,  becaufe  it  feems 
to  me  very  extraordinary,  tliough  1 fore  fee  I thall  fwell 

my  letter  to  the  fize  of  a pacquet. She  was  millrefs 

to  the  king  of  Poland,  (elecbor  of  Saxony)  with  fo  abfo- 
lute  a dominion  over  him,  that  never  any  lady  had  fo  much 
power  in  that  court.  They  tell  a pleafant  llory  of  his 
majehy’s  fiifl  declaration  of  love,  which  he  made  in  a 
viht  to  her,  bringing  in  one  hand  a bag  of  a hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  anif  in  the  other  a horfe-fhoe,  w’hich  he 
fnapped  afunder  before  her  face,  leaving  her  to  draw  the 
confequcnces  of  fuch  remarkable  proofs  of  llrength  and 
liberality.  I know  not  which  charmed  her  moft ; but  jfhe 
confented  to  leave  her  hulband,  and  to  give  hcrfelf  up  to 
him  entirely,  being  divorced  publicly,  in  fuch  a manner, 
as,  by  their  laws,  permits  either  party  to  marry  again. 
God  knows  whether  it  was  at  this  time,  or  in  fome  other 
fond  fit,  but  'tis  certain,  the  king  had  the  weaknefs  tt) 
make  her  a formal  contradl  of  marriage  ; which,  though 
it  could  fignify  nothing  during  the  life  of  the  queen, 
pleafed  her  fo  well,  that  Ihe  could  not  be  contented,  with- 
out telling  it  to  all  the  people  fhe  faw,  and  giving  her- 
felf  the  airs  of  a queen.  Men  endure  every  thing  while 
they  are  in  love  ; but  when  the  excefs  of  pallion  was 
cooled  by  long  poflefiion,  his  majefly  began  to  refledl  on 
the  ill  confequences  of  leaving  fuch  a paper  in  her  hands, 
and  defii-ed  to  have  it  rellored  to  him.  But  Ihe  rather  chofe 
to  endure  all  the  moft  violent  efieifts  of  his  anger,  than 
give  it  up  ^ and  though  fhc  is  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
avaricious  ladies  of  her  countr}’",  Ihe  has  refufed  the  oiler 
of  the  continuation  of  a large  penfioti,  and  the  fecurity  of 
& vaft  Aim  of  money  fhe  has  amafl'cd  ; and  has,  at  laft,  jm-o- 
Amked  the  king  to  confine  her  perfon  to  a callle,  where  fhc 
endures  all  the  terrors  of  a flrait  imprifonment,  and  re- 
mains Hill  inflexible,  either  to  threats  or  promifes.  Her 

violent 
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violent  pafllons  have  brought  her  Indeed  Into  fits,  wkich 
’tis  luppol'ed  will  foon  put  an  end  to  her  life.  I cannot 
forbear  having  fome  companion  for  a woman  that  fufTers  for 
a point  of  honour,  however  millaken,  efpeclally  In  a coun- 
try where  points  of  hoiioiu'  arc  not  over  fcrupuloufly  cb- 
ferved  among  ladies. 

I COULD  have  wjilied  Mr  W — y’s  buflncfs  had  permit* 
ted  him  a longer  flay  at  Drefden. 

Perhaps  I am  partial  to  a town  where  they  profels  the 
protedant  religion  ; but  every  thing  feemed  to  me  with 
quite  anotlrer  air  of  polittnefs  than  1 have  found  in  other 
places.  Leipzig,  where  I am  at  prefent,  is  a town  very 
confiderable  for  its  trade,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of 
buying  pages  liveries,  gold  duffs  for  myfelf,  &c.  all  things 
of  that  kind  being  at  lead  double  the  price  at  Vienna  ; 
partly  becaufe  of  the  excelllve  cufloms,  and  partly  through 
w'ant  of  genius  and  Indudry  in  the  people,  who  make  no 
one  fort  of  thing  there  ; fo  that  .the  ladies  are  obliged  to 
fend,  even  for  their  fiioes,  out  of  Saxony.  The  fair  here 
is  one  of  the  mod  confiderable  in  Germany,  and  the  refort 
of  all  the  people  of  quality,  as  well  as  of  the  merchants. 
This  is  alio  a fortified  town,  but  I avoid  ever  mentioning 
fortifications,  being  fcnfible  that  I know'  not  how  to  fpealc 
of  them.  I am  the  more  eafy  under  my- ignorance,  when 
I reficcl  that  I am  lure  you’ll  w'illingly  forgive  the  omif- 
fion ; for  if  I made  you  the  mod.  exadt  defeription  of  all 
the  ravelins  and  ballions  I J’ee  in  m\  travels,  I dare  fwear 
you  would  afk  me,  Vi  hat  Is  a ravelin  ? and,  What  is  a 
badion  ? 

Adieu,  my  dear  fider. 


F 
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LET.  XVL 

f 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF — 
f 

‘ Brunfiltck,  Nov.  23.  O.  S.  1716. 

J AM  juft  come  to  Brunfwlok,  a very  old  town,  but 
whlcli  has  the  advantage  of  being  tlie  capital  of  the  duke 
of  Wolfcnbuttle’s  dominions,  a family  (not  to  Ipeak  of  its 
ancient  honours)  illaftrious,  by  having  its  younger  branch 
on  the  throne  of  England,  and  having  given  two  empref- 
fes  to  Germany.  I have  not  forgot  to  drink  your  health 
here  in  mum,  which  1 thing  very  well  de ferves  its  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  beft  in  the  world.  This  letter  is  the 
tliird  I have  writ  to  you  during  my  journey ; and  I declare 
to  you,  that  if  you  don’t  fend  me  immediately  a full  and  true 
account  of  all  the  changes  and  chances  among  our  London 
acquaintance,  I will  not  write  you  any  d'efcriptlon  of  Ha- 
nover (where  1 hope  to  be  to-night)  though  1 know  you  have 
more  curiolity  to  hear  of  that  place  than  any  other, 

r 


LET.  XVII. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  B 
✓ 


Hanover,  Nov.  25.  O.  S.  1716. 

X RECEIVED  your  ladyfliip’s  letter,  but  the  day  be- 
fore I left  Vienna,  though,  by  the  date,  I ought  to  have  ^ 
had  It  much  fooner ; but  nothing  was  ever  w'orfe  regulat- 
ed tlian  the  poft  In  moft  parte  of  Germany.  I can  aflure 
yon,  the  pacquet  at  Prague  v/as  behind  my  chaife,  and  in 
tliat  manner  conveyed  to  Drefden,  fo  that  the  fecrets  of 
loall  titc  c-oiintry  were  at  my  mercy,  if  I had  liad  anv  curio- 
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Ety  for  them.  I would  not  longer  delay  my  thanks  for 
yours,  tliough  the  number  of  niy  actjuaintances  here,  and  my 
duty  of  attending  at  court,  leave  me  hardly  any  time  to 
tlifpolc  of.  I am  extremely  plcafed  that  I can  tell  you, 
without  flattery  or  partiality,  that  our  young  prince  *,  has 
all  the  accomj.liihments  that  his  pollible  to  have  at  his 
age,  witii  an  air  of  iprightlinefs  and  underflanding,  and 
fljmething  fo  very  engaging  and  eafy  in  his  behaviour, 
that  he  needs  not  the  advantage  of  his  rank  to  appear' 
charming.  1 iiad  the  honour  of  a long  converfation  with 
him  laft  night,  before  the  king  came  in.  His  governor  re- 
tired on.  purpol'c  (as  he  told  me  afterwards)  that  [ might 
make  fome  judgment  of  his  genius,  by  hearing  him  fpeak 
without  conllraint  j and  I was  lurpriicd  at  the  quicknefs- 
and.polltencfs  that  appeared  in.  every  thing  he  faid  ; join- 
ed to  a perfon  perfectly  agreeable,  and  tlie  fine  fair  hair  of 
tiic  prince  fs. 

This  town  is  neither  largo  nor  handfome;  but  the  pa- 
lace is  capable  of  holding  a much  greater  court  than  that 
of  St  James’s.  The  king  has  had  the  goodnefs  to  appoint 
us  a lodging  in  one  part  of  it,  without  which  we  Ihoukl 
have  been  very  ill  accommodated;  forthe  vail  number  of 
Kiigliih,  crowds  the  town  fo  much,  ’tis  very  good  luck 
get  one  fony  room  in  a miferable  tavern.  I dined  to-day 
with  tlie  Portuguefe  aml^lfador,  who  thinks  himfdf  verv 
happy  to  have  two  wretched  parlours  in  an  inn.  I hav.e 
now  made  die  tour  of  Germany,  and  cannot  help  obferv- 
ing  a conliderable  ditfcrencc  between  travelling  here  and 
in  England.  - One  fees  none  of  thofe  fine  feats  of  mv 
bleincn,  fo  common  amongtl  us,  nor  any  thing  like  a coim- 
fy  gentleman’s  houl'c,  though  they  have  many  fituaticna 
pcrfcclly  fine.  But  the  whole,  people  arc  divided  into  al)- 
folutc  fovcreigntic.s,  where. all  the  riches  and  magnificence 
aic  at  court,  or  into  communities  of  merchant',  fuch  as 
Xureuh'.irg  and  Frankfort,  where  they  live  always  in  town 
fiir  tlie  convenience  of  trade.  The  king's  company  of 
Trench  comedians  play  here  every  night..  They  are  very. 

F 2 well 

* TI:e  of  hi/  pren.nt 
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well  drefted,  and  fome  of  them  not  ill  acloi-p.  His  ma* 
jefty  dines  'and  fups  conftantly  in  public.  The  court  is 
Tcry  numerous,  and  his  afiabillry  and  goodncfs  make  it 
«ne  of  the  moil  agreeable  places  in  the  world. 

Dear  madam,  your,  &c.  &«» 


L E E.  XVIII, 


TO  THE  LADY  R 


Hanover,  Ocl.  i.  O.  S.  1716, 

I AM  verj-  glad,  my  dear  lady  R , that  you  have 

been  fo  well  pleafed,  as  you  tell  me,  at  the  report  of  my 
returning  to  England ; 'though,  like  otlier  plcalures,  I 
can  afluie  you  it  has  no  real  foundation.  1 liope  you 
know  me  enough  to  take  my  word  againfl:  any  report  cen- 
eerning  me.  ’Tis  true,  as  to  diftance  of  place,  I am 
much  nearer  to  London  than.  I was  fome  weeh^s  ago ; but 
as  to  the  thoughts  of  a retuni,  I !>ever  was  farther  off'  in 
my  life.  I own,  I could  with  great  joy  indulge  the  pleafmg. 
hopes  of  feeing  you,  and  the  very  few  others  that  ibare 
my  effeem  ^ but  while  Mr  W is  determined  to  pro- 

ceed m his  defigP,  I am  determined  to  follow  him.  I am 
running  on  upou  my  own  affairs,  that  is  to  fay,  I am  go- 
ing to  write  very  dully,  as  moff  people  do' when  they 
write  of  themfelves.  I wHl  make  hafte  to  chan^^e  the  dif- 
agrecable  fubjea,  by  telling  you,  that  I am  now  got  into 
the  region  of  beauty.  All  the  women  have  (lltcrallv)  rofy 
cheeks,  fnowy  foreheads  and  bofoms,  jet  eve-brows,  and 
Iwirlet  bps,  to  which  they  generally  add  coal-black  hair, 
1 Hole  perfections  never  leave  thdm,  till  the  liour  of  their 
deaths,  and  liave  a very  fine  eff’eCl:  by  candle  light ; but  I 
^uld  wiffi  they  were  handfome  with  a little  more  varietv. 
They  refemble  one  another  as  much  as  Mrs  Salmon’s  court 
of  Orcat  Britain,  and  are  in  as  much  danger  of  melting  a- 
tfay,  by  too  near  approaching  the  fire,  which  they  for 

that 
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that  reafon  carefully  avoid,  though  ’tis  now  fuch  exceflivc 
cold  weather,  that  I believe  tliey  fuller  extremely  by  that 
■piece  of  felf-denial.  The  fnow  is  already  very  deep,  and 
the  people  begin  to  Hide  about  in  their  traineaus.  This 
is  a favourite  diverfion  all  over  Germany.  They  are  lit- 
tle machines  fixed  upon  a fledge,  that  hold  a lady  and 
gentleman,  and  are  drawn  by  one  horfe.  The  gentleman, 
has  the  honour  of  driving,  and  they  move  with  a prodigious 
fwiftnels.  The  lady,  the  herfe,  and  the  traincau,  are  all 
as  fine  as  they  can  be  m*lc ; and  when  there  are  many 
ox  them  togetlxer,  ’tis  a very  agreeable  fliow.  At  Vienna, 
where  all  pieces  of  magnificence  are  carried  to  cxcefs, 
there  are  fometimes  machines  of  this  kind,  tliat  cofl  five 
or  fix  hundred  pounds  Englifli.  The  duke  of  Welfcnbut- 
tle  is  now  at  this  court ; you  know  he  is  nearly  related  to 
our  king,  and  uncle  to  the  reigning  emprefs,  who  is,  I be- 
lieve, the  moft  beautiful  princefs  upon  earth.  She  is  now 
with  child,  which  is  all  the  confolation  of  the  imperial 
court,  for  th’e  lofs  of  the  archduke.  I took  my  leave  of  her  * 
the  day  before  I left  Vienna,  and  flie  began  to  fpeak  to 
me  with  fo  much  grief  and  tendernefs,  of  the  death  of 
tliat  young  prince,  I bad  much  ado  to  withhold  my  tears. 
You  know  that  I am  not  at  all  partial  to  people  for  their  ti-- 
tles  ^ but  I own,  that  I love  that  charming  princefs,  (if  I may 
ufe  fo  familiar  an  expreflion)  and  if  1 had  not,  1 fl)ould 
have  been  very  much  moved  at  the  tragical  end  of  an 
Only  fon,  born,  after  being  fo  long  defired,  and  at  length 
killed  by  want  of  good  management,  weaning  him  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter.  Adieu,  dear  lady  R ; con- 

tinue to  wiite  to  me,  and  believe  none  of  your  goodnefs 
is  loll  upon 

Y'our,  &c.  ' 
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LET.  XIX. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  — — 

. Blaiikenburg^  OSl.  17.  O.  S.  1716* 

J RECEIVED  yoiir’s,  dear  fifter,  the  very  day  I left. 
Hanover.  You  may  eaflly  imagine  I was  then,  in  too 
great  .a  hurry  to  anfwej*  it  \ but  you  fee  I take  the  hrll 
o])portunity  of  doiiig  rayfclf  tliat  pleafure-  I came  h^re  the. 
15th,  veiy'^  late  at  night,  after  a terrible  journey,,  in  tlic. 
worft  roads  and  weatiier  that  ever  poor  traveller  fullered.. 
I have  taken  this. little  fatigue  merely  to  oblige  the  reign- 
ing empieis,  and  carry  a mclFage  from  her  imperial  ma» 
jelly  to  the  duehefs  of  Bla'nkenburg,  her  mother,  who  is  a. 
princefs  of  great  addrefs  and  good-breeding,  ancl  may  be 
liill  called  a fine  woman.  It  was  fo  late  when  I came  to 
tills  town,  I did  not  think  it  proper  to  dilhirb  the  duke  and 
duchefs  with  the  news  of  my  airival ; fo  I took  up  my 
quarters  in  a miferabls  inn : but  as  fbon  as  I had  lent 
my  compliments  to  their  highnefles,  they  immediately 
font  me  their  own  coach  and  fix  horfes,  wJiicli  had. 
however  enough  to  do  to  draw  us  up  the  very  high  hill  civ 
which  the  cartle  Is  fituated.  The  duchefs. Is  extremely  obllg-- 
ing  to  me,  and  this  little  court  is  not  without  Its  diverfions.. 
The  duke  taillys  at  baffet  evciy  night  j and  the  duchefs 
tells  ms,  file  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  my  company,  that  it 
makes  her  play  lefs  than  fiie  ufed  to  do.  I fhou'ld  find  it 
very  difiicult  to  Real  time  to.  write.  If  ftie  was  not  now  at 
church,  where  I cannot  wait  on  her,  not  underllanding 
the  language  enough  to  pay  my  devotions  in  it.  Y'ou  will 
not  forgive  me,  if  I do  not  fay  fomething  of  Hanover ; I 
cannot  tell  you  that  the  town  is  either  large  or  magnifi- 
cent. The  opera  houfe,  which  was  built  by  the  late 
elcdor,  Ts  much  finer  than  that  of  Vienna.  I was  very 
forry  tliat  the  ill  weather  did  not  permit  me  to  fee  Hem- 

hau  fen 
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■haufcn  In  all  Its  beauty;  but,  In  Ipite  of  the  fnovv,  I 
thought  the  gardens  very  line.  I was  particularly  furprl- 
fed  at  the  vail  number  of  orange  trees,  much  larger  than 
any  I have  ever  feen  in  England,  though  this  climate  is 
■certainly  colder.  But  I had  more  reafon  to  wonder  that 
night  at  the  king’s  table,  to  fee  a prefent  from  a gentle- 
man of  this  country,  of  two  large  bafkets  full  of  ripe  o- 
ranges;  and  leihons  of  different  forts,  many  of  which  were 
tniite  new  to  me  ; and  what  I thought  worth  all  the  red, 
two  ripe  ananall'es,  which,  to  my  taile,  arc  a fruit  perfect 
ly  delicious.  You  know  they  are  natilrally  tlie  growth 
of  Brazil,  and  I could  n^t  imagine  how  they  came  here, 
but  by  enchantment.  U|X)n  inquiry,  I learnt  that  they 
have  brought  their  lloves  to  fuch  perfeclion,  they  length- 
en their  fummer  as  long  as  they  pleafe,  giving  to  every 
plant  the  degree  of  heat  it  would  receive  from  the  fun  in 
its  nativ^e  foil.  The  eff'eCl  is  very  near  the  fame  ; 1 am 
fuqirifeu  ,c  do  not  pradlife  in  England  fo  ufeful  an  inven- 
tion. This  rcfledlion  leads  me  to  contider  our  obffinacy  in 
ihaking  with  cold,  five  montlis  in  the  }-ear,  rather  than 
make  ufe  of  ftoves,  which  arc  certainly  one  of  the  great- 
eff  conveniencies  of  life.  Belides,  they  arc  fo  far  from 
fpoiluig  the  form  of  a room,  that  they  add  very  much  to 
the  magnificence  of  it,  when  they  are  painted  and  gilt,  as 
they  are  at  Vienna,  or  at  Drefden,  where  they  aic  often 
in  the  lhapes  of  china  jars,  ftatues,  or  fine  cabinets,  fo 
naturally  reprefented,  that  they  are  not  to  be  diilinguiff> 
cd.  If  ever  I return,  in  defiance  to  the  fafilftn,  you  fhall 
certainly  fee  one  in  the  chamber  of. 

Dear  flffer,  your,  S(c, 

I WILL  write  often,  Ilnce  you  defire  it ; but  I muff  beg 
you  to  be  a little  more  particular  in  ycur’s  ; you  fancy  me 
at  forty  miles  diftance,  and  forget,  tliat,  after  fo  long  an 
abfence,  I can’t  underftand  hints. 
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LET.  XX. 

TO  THE  LADY  

Vienna^  'Jan.  i.O,  S.  1717, 

I HAVE  juft  received  here  at  Vienna,  your  ladyfliip’s 
compliments  on  my  return  to  England,  fent  me  from  Ha- 
nover.  You  fee,  madam,  all  things  that  are  aflerted  with 
confidence  are  not  abfolutely  tnie;  and  that  you  have  no 
fort  of  reafon  to  complain  of  me  for  making  my  defigned 
return  a myftery  to  you,  when  you  fay,  all  the  world  are 
informed  of  itj  You  may  tell  all  the  world  in  my  name, 
that  they  are  never  fb  well  informed  of  my  affairs  as  I am 
myfclf;  that  I am  very  pofitive  I am  at  this  time  at 
Vienna,  \vhere  the  carnival  is  begun,  and  all  forts  of  di« 
verlions  are  carried  to  the  greatell  height,  except  that  of 
mafcpjing,  which  is  never  permitted  during  a w'ar  with 
the  Turks.  Tlic  balls  arc  in  public  places,  where  the  men 
pay  a gold  ducat  at  entrance,  but  tlie  ladies  nothing.  I 
am  told,  that  thefc  houfes  get  fometimes  a thoufand 
ducats  in  a night.  They  are  very  magnificently  furnifhed, 
and  the  mufic  good.  If  they  had  not  that  deteflible  cuf- 
tom  of  mixing  hunting  horns  with  it,  that  ahnoft  deafen 
the  company.  But  that  noife  is  fo  agreeable  here,  they 
never  make  a concert  without  them.  The  ball  always 
concludes  w’ith  Englifti  country  dances,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  or  forty  couple,  and  fo  ill  danced,  that  there  is  veiy 
little  pleafure  in  them.  They  know  but  half  a dozen, 
and  they  have  danced  them  over  and  over  thefe  fifty  years: 
I would  fain  have  tauglit  them  fome  new  ones,  but  I 
found  it  would  be  fome  months  labour  to  nml:e  them  com- 
prehend them.  Laft  night  there  tvas  an  Italian  comedy 
a^led  at  court.  The  fcencs  were  pretty,  but  the  comedy 
itfeh  fuch  intolerable  low  farce,  without  eillicr  wit  or  hu-' 
mour,  that  I was  fuiprifca  how  all  the  court  could  fit 

there 


LETTIRS.  49 

ttiere  attentlvdy  for  four  hours  together.  No  women  ar« 
fuffered  to  a£lon  the  Rage,  and  the  men  drelfed  like  them, 
were  fuch  awkward  figures,  they  very  much  added  to  tlic 
ridicule  of  the  fpedlacle.  What  completed  the  divei-fion, 
was  the  exceflive  cold,  which  wjfs  fo  great,  I thought  1 
fhould  have  died  there.  It  is  now  the  very  extremity  of 
the  winter  here;  the  Danube  is  entirely  frozen,  and  the 
weather  not  to  be  fupported  without  Roves  and  furs ; but, 
however,  the  air  fo  clear,  almofl  every  body  is  well,  and 
colds  not  half  fo  commion  as  in  England.  I am  perfuaded 
there  cannot  be  a purer  air,  nor  more  wholefomc,  than 
that  of  Vienna.  The  plenty  and  excellence  of  all  forts 
of  provifions  are  greater  here  than  in  any  place  I ever 
was  before,  and  ’tis  not  very  expenfive  to  keep  a fplendid 
table.  ’Tis  really  a pleafure  to  pafs  through  the  markets, 
and  fee  the  abundance  of  what  we  fliould  think  rarities, 
of  fowls  and  venifon,  that  are  daily  brought  in  from 
Hungary  and  Bohemia.  They  want  nothing  but  fliell-fifli, 
and  are  fo  fond  of  oyRers,  that  they  have  them  fent  from 
Venice,  rnd  e * diem  \ery  greedily.  Rink  or  not  Rink. 
Thus  I obey  your  commands,  madam,  in  giving  you  an 
account  of  Vienna,  though  I know  you  will  not  be  fatif- 
f ed  with  it.  You  chide  me  for  my  lazinel's,  in  not  telling 
you  a thoufand  ngrecable  and  furprifmg  things,  that  you 
fay  you  are  fure  i have  feen  and  heard.  Upon  my  word, 
madam,  ’tis  my  regard  to  truth,  and  not  lazinefs,  that  I 
do  not  entertain  you  with  as  many  prodigies  as  other  tra- 
vellers life  to  divert  their  readers  with.  I might  eafily 
piick  up  wonders  in  every  town  I pafs  througli,  or  tell  you 
a long  feries  of  popiRi  miracles;  but  I cannot  fancy,  that 
there  is  any  thing  new  in  letting  you  know  that  prieRs 
will  lie,  and  the  meb  believe,  all  the  world  over.  Then 
as  for  news,  that  you  are  fo  iiujuifitise  about,  how  can  it 
be  entertaining  to  you  (that  don’t  know  the  per  pie)  that 

the  prince  o(  has  forfaken  the  countefs  of ? 

or  that  the  prince  fuch  a one,  has  an  intrigue  with  tiic 
countefs  fuch  a one?  Would  you  have  me  write  novels 

like  the  countefs  of  D’ ? and  is  it  not  better  to  tell 

you  a plain  tiutli,  -j' 

That  I am,  See. 

G 


LET. 


5® 


LETTERS. 


LET.  XXL 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  

Vienna^  Jan.  i6.  O.  S.  1717. 

X AM  now,  dear  {IRer,  to  take  leave  of  you  for  a long 
time,  and  of  Vienna  for  ever  ; defigning  to-morrow,  to 
begin  my  journey  through  Hungaiy,  in  fpite  of  the  ex- 
ceflive  cold,  and  deep  fnows,  which  are  enough  to  damp  a 
greater  courage  than  I am  mifircfs  of.  but  my  principles 
of  pqfflve  obedience^  carries  me  throiigli  every  thing.  I 
have  had  my  audience  of  leave  of  the  emprefs.  His  im- 
perial majefty  was  pleafed  to  be  prefent,  when  I waited 
on  the  reigning  emprefs  ; and,  after  a very  obliging  con- 
verfation,  both  their  imperial  majeflies  invited  me  to  take 
Vienna  in  my  road  back  ; but  I have  no  thouglits  of  en- 
during, over  again,  fo  great  a fatigue.  I delivered  a let- 
ter from  the  duchefs  of  Blankcnburg.  I Hayed  but  a 
few  days  at  that  court,  though  her  highnefs  preffed  me 
very  much  to  Hay ; and  when  I left. her,  engaged  me  to 
write  to  her.  I wrote  you  a long  letter  from  tlience,  which 
1 hope  you  have  received,  though  you  don’t  mention  it ; 
but  I believe  1 forgot  to  tell  you  one  curiofity  in  all  the 
German  courts,  which  I cannot  forbear  taking  notice  of: 
All  the  princes  keep  favourite  dwarfs.  The  emperor  and 
empreis  have  two  of  thefe  little  monflers,  asugly  as  dcvilr,' 
efpecially  the  female ; but  they  are  all  bedaubed  witti 
diamonds,  and  Hand  at  her  majefly’s  elbow,  in  all  public 
places.  The  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle  has  one,  and  the 
duchefs  of  Blankcnburg  is  not  without  hers,  but  indeed 
the  mod  projjortionable  I ever  faw.  I am  told  the  king  of 
Denmark  has  fo  far  improved  upon  tliis  faHiion,  that  his 
dwarf  is  his  chief  minifter.  I can  affign  no  reafon  for 
tlieii'  fondnefs  for  thefe  pieces  of  d-ibrmity,  but  the  opw 
nion  all  the  abfolute  princes  have,  that  it  is  below  them 
to  converfe  widi  the  reft  of  mankijiJ  5 and  not  to  be  quite 
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alone,  they  arc  forced  to  ftvk  their  companions  among 
the  refufe  of  human  nature,  tiiefe  creatures  being  the  on- 
ly part  of  their  court  privileged  to  talk  freely  to  them. 
I am  at  prefent  confined  to  my  chamber  by  a fore  throat ; 
and  am  really  glad  of  the  excufe,  to  avoid  feeing  people, 
that  I love  well  enough,  to  be  very  much  mortified  when 
1 think  I ajn  going  to  part  with  them  for  ever.  ’Tis  true, 
the  Aulfrians  are  not  commonly  the  mofl  polite  people  in 
the  world,  nor  the  moft  agreeable.  But  Vienna  is  inha- 
bited by  all  nations,  and  1 had  formed  to  myfelf  a little 
fociety  of  fuch  as  were  perfecftly  to  my  own  tafte.  And 
though  the  number  was  not  veiy  great,  I could  never  pick 
up,  in  any  other  ])lace,  fuch  a number  of  reafonable,  a- 
grceable  people.  Wc  were  almoft  always  together,  and 
you  know  I have  ever  been  of  opinion,  that  a cliofen  con- 
verfation,  compofed  of  a few  that  one  efleems,  is  the. 
greateft  happinefs  of  life.  Here  are  fome  Spaniards  of 
both  fexes,  that  have  all  the  vivacity  and  generofity  of 
fentiments  anciently  aferibed  to  their  nation  ; and  could  I 
believe  that  the  whole  kingdom  were  like  them,  I would 
wifh  nothing  more  than  to  end  my  days  there.  The  ladies 
of  my  acquaintance  have  fo  much  goodnefs  for  me,,  th^ty 
cry  whenever  they  fee  me,  fince  I have  determined' to 
undertake  this  journey.  And,  indeed,  I am  not  very  eafy 
when  I reflet  on  what  I am  going  to  fuffer.  Almofl  every 
body  I fee  frights  me  with  fome  new  difliculty.  Prince 
Eugene  has  been  fo  good  as  to  fay  all  tlie  things  he  could 
to  perfuade  me  to  flay  till  the  Danube  is  thawed,  that  I 
may  have  the  conveniency  of  going  by  water;  affuring 
me,  that  the  hoiifes  in  Hungary  are  fuch,  as  are  no  de- 
fence againft  the  weather ; and  that  I fnall  be  obliged  to 
tiavel  three  or  four  days  between  Buda  and  ElTek,  with- 
out finding  any  houfe  at  all,  through  defert  plains  cover- 
ed with  liiow;  where  the  cold  is  lb  violent,  many  have 
been  killed  by  it.  I own  thefe  terrors  have  made  a very 
deep  iinpreliion  on  my  miiul,  becaufe  I believe  k.e  tells 
me  things  truly  as  they  are,  and  no  body  can  be  better 
informed  of  them. 

• 

Now  I have  named  tltat  great  man,  I am  fure  you  ex- 
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pe(5l  I fliould  fay  fomething  ^".irticular  of  him,  having  the 
advantage  or  feeing  him  very  often  5 but  I am  as  un- 
willing to  fpeak  of  him  at  Vienna,  as  I Ihould  be  to  talk 
of  Hercules  in  the  court  of  Omphale,  If  I had  feen  him 
there.  I don’t  know  what  comfort  other  people  find.ia 
confidering  the  weaknefs  of  great  men,  (becaufe,  per- 
haps, it  brings  them  nearer  to  their  level)  but  ’tis  always 
a mortification  to  me,  to  obferve  that  there  is  no  perfec- 
tion in  humanity.  The  young  prince  of  Portugal  is  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  court : he  is  handlbme  and  polite, 
witlr  a great  vivacity.  All  the  officers  tell  wonders  of  his 
gallantry  the  lafl  campaign.  He  is  lodged  at  court  wldx 

all  the  honours  due  to  his  rank. Adieu,  dear  filler: 

this  is  the  lad  account  you  will  have  from  me  of  Vienna. 
If  I furvive  my  journey,  you  (hall  hear  from  me  again. 
I can  fay,  with  great  truth,  in  the  words  of  Jvlonefes,  I 
have  long  learnt  to  bold  myfclf  as  nothing;  but  when  I 
think  ol  the  fatigue  my  poor  infant  mull  hitler,  I have  all 
a mother’s  fondnefs  In  my  eyes,  and  all  her  tender  pallions 
in  mv  heart. 

P.  S.  I have  written  a letter  to  my  lady  , that  I 

believe  ffic  won’t  like  ; and,  upon  cooler  reflexion,  I think 
1 had  done  better  to  have  let  it  alone ; but  I was  down- 
right peevifli  at  all  her  quehions,  and  her  ridiculous  ima- 
gination, tliat  I have  certainly  fecn  abundance  of  wonders 
which  I keep  to  myfelf  out  of  mere  malice.  She  Is  very 
angry  that  I won’t  lie  like  other  travellers.  I verily  be- 
lieve ffie  expeas  I Ihould  tell  her  of  the  Anthropephagj, 
men  whofe  heads  grow  below  their  Ihoulders ; however, 
pray  fay  fomctiiing  to  pacify  her. 

AT 
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LET.  XXII. 

TO  MR  POPE. 

Vienna^  Jan*  i6.  O.  S.  1717. 

X HAVE  not  time  to  anfwer  your  letter,  being  in  the 
hurry  of  preparing  for  my  journev  ; but,  I think,  I ought 
to  bid  adieu  to  my  friends  with  the  fame  folemnity  as  if 
I was  going  to  mount  a breach,  at  leaft,  if  I am  to  be- 
lieve the  information  of  the  people  here,  who  denounce 
all  forts  of  terrors  to  me  *,  and,  indeed,  the  weather  is  at 
prefent  fuch,  as  veiy  few  ever  fet  out  in.  I am  threaten- 
ed, at  the  fame  time,  v/ith  being  frozen  to  death,  buried 
in  the  fnow,  and  taken  by  the  Tartars,  who  raVage  that 
part  of  Hungary  I am  to  pafs.  ’Tis  true,  we  fliall  have  a 
confiderable  cfcorte^  fo  that  polTibly  I may  be  diverted 
with  a new  Icene,  by  finding  rayfelf  in  the  midft  of  a 
battle.  How  my  adventures  will  conclude,  I leave  en- 
tirely to  Providence ; if  comically,  you  lliall  hear  of  them. — 

Pray  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  Mr I have  received  his 

letter.  Make  him  my  adieus ; if  I live,  I will  anfwer  it. 
The  fame  Compliment  to  my  lady  R . 


LET.  XXIII. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  

Teterwaradm^  Jan.  30.  O.  S.  1 7 1 7. 

A T length,  dear  fiftcr,  I am  fafely  anived,  with  all 
my  family,  in  good  health,  at  Petcrwaradin ; having  fuf- 
fered  fo  little  from  the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  (againfl; 
which  we  were  well  provided  by  furs)  and  found  Arch  to- 
lerable 
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JerabJe  accommodation  every  where,  by  the  care  of  fend- 
ing before,  that  I can  hardl}^'  forbear  laughing,  when  I i 
recolleft  all  the  friglitful  ideas  that  were  given  me  of  this  | 
journey.  Thefe,  I fee,  were  wholly  owing  to  the  tender-  ] 
Bcfs  of  my  Vienna  friends,  and  their  delire  of  keeping  me  | 
with  them  for  tliis  winter.  Ecrhaps  it  will  not  be  dlfa- 
greeable  to  you,  to  give  a Ihort  journal  of  my  journey, 
feeing  through  a country  entirely  unknown  to  you,  and  j 
very  little  palled,  even  by  the  Hungarians  themfclves,  who  | 
generally  chufe  to  take  the  convenieney  of  going  down 
the  Danube.  We  have  had  the  blelling  of  being  favour- 
ed with  finer  weather  than  is  common  at  this  time  of  the 
year ; though  the  fnow  was  fo  deep,  wc  were  obliged  to 
liave  our  own  coaches  fixed  upon  traineaus,  which  move 
fo  fwift  and  lb  eafily,  ’tis  by  far  the  moll  agreeable  man-  > 
ner  of  travelling  poll.  We  came  to  Raab  (the  fecond  j 
day  from  Vienna)  on  the  feventeenth  inllant,  where  Mr  \ 

W fending  word  of  our  arrival  to  the  governor,  the  i 

bell  houfe  in  the  town  was  provided  for  us,  the  garrilbn  ^ 
put  under  arms,  a guard  ordered  at  our  door,  and  all  o- 
ther  honours  paid  to  us.  The  governor,  and  all  other  of- . 

ficers  immediately  waited  on  Mr  W , to  know  if  I 

there  was  any  thing  to  be  done  for  his  fervice.  The  i 

feilhop  of  Temefwar  came  to  vifit  us,  with  great  civility,  | 

eainellly  prelling  us  to  dine  with  him  next  day ; which  < 

we  refilling,  as  being  refolved  to  purfue  our  journey,  he  1 
fent  us  fevcral  balkets  of  winter  fruit,  and  a great  vari-  I 

ety  of  Hungarian  wines,  with  a young  hind  juft  killed.  I 

This  is  a prelate  of  grgat  power  in  this  country,  of  the  an-  | 

cient  family  of  Nadalli,  fo  confiderable  for  many  ages,  in  < 
this  kingdom.  He  is  a very  polite,  agreeable,  chearful  old 
man,  wearing  the  Hungarian  habit,  with  a venerable  white 

beard  down  to  his  girdle. Raab  is  a ftrong  town,  well 

garrifoned  and  fortified,  and  was  a long  time  the  frontier 
tovvn  between  the  Turkifli  and  German  empires.  It  has 
its  name  from  the  River  Rab,  on  which  it  is  lituated,juftoii 
its  meeting  with  the  Danube,  in  an  open  champaign  coun- 
try. It  was  firft  taken  by  the  Turks,  under  tlie  command 
of  ball'a  Sinan,  in  the  reign  of  fultan  Amurath  III.  in 
the  year  fifteen  hundred  and  ninety-four.  The  governor, 

being 
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being  fuppofed  to  have  betrayed  it,  was  afterwards  be- 
headed by  the  emperor’s  command.  The  counts  of  Swart- 
zenburg  and  Palfi  retook  it  by  furprile,  15981  fince 
which  lime  it  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Germans, 
though  the  Turks  once  more  attempted  to  gain  it  by  ftra- 
tagein  in  1642.  The  cathedral  is  large  and  well  built, 
M hicli  is  all  I faw  remarkable  in  the  town.  Leaving  Go- 
jnora  on  the  other  fide  the  river,  we  went  the  eighteenth 
to  Xofmuhl,  a fmall  village,  where,  however,  we  made 
fliift  to  find  tolerable  accommodation.  We  continued  two 
days  travelling  between  this  place  and  Buda,  through  the 
fined  plains  in  the  world,  as  even  as  if  they  were  paved, 
and  extremely  fruitful  9 but  for  the  moll  part  delert  and 
uncultivated,  laid  wade  by  the  long  wars  between  the 
Turk  and  the  Emperor;  and  the  more  cruel  civil  war,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  barbarous  perlecution  ot  the  protedant  re- 
ligion by  the  emperor  Leopold.  That  prince  has  left  be- 
hind him  the  charadler  of  an  extraordinary  piety,  and  was 
naturally  of  a mild  merciful  temper;  but,  putting  his  con- 
fcience  into  the  hands  of  a Jefuit,  he  was  more  cruel  and 
treacherous  to  his  poor  Hungarian  fubjecls,  than  ever  the 
Turk  has  been  to  the  Chridians;  breaking,  without  feru- 
ple  his  coronation  oath,  and  his  faith,  folemnly  given  in 
many  public  treaties.  Indeed,  nothing  can  be  more  me- 
lancholy than  in  travelling  through  Hungaiy,  to  refledl 
on  the  former  flouridiing  date  of  that  kingdom,  and  to  fee 
fuch  a noble  fpot  of  earth  almod  uninhabited.  Such  are 
alfothe  prefent  circumdances  of  Buda  (where  we  arrived 
very  early  the  twenty-fecond)  once  the  royal  feat  of  the 
Hungarian  kings,  whofe  palace  was  reckoned  one  of  the 
mod  beautiful  buildings  of  the  age,  now  w'holly  dedroyed, 
no  part  of  the  town  having  been  repaired  fincc  the  lad 
dege,  but  the  fortifications  and  the  cadle,  which  is  the 
prefent  reddence  of  the  governor  general  Ragule,  an  offi- 
cer©, great  merit.  He  came  immediately  to  fee  us,  and 
carried  us  in  his  coach  to  his  houfe,  where  I was  rccei\'ed 
by  his  lady  with  all  podible  civility,  and  magnificenlly 
entertained.  This  city  is  fituated  upon  a little  hill  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  Danube.  The  cafile  is  much  higher 
than  Uie  town,  and  from  it  the  profpedt  is  very  noble. 

Without 
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Without  the  walls  ly  a vaft  number  of  little  houfes,  or  ra- 
ther huts,  that  they  call  the  Rafcian  town,  being  altoge- 
ther inhabited  by  that  people.  The  governor  allured  me, 
it  would  furnidi  twelve  thoufand  fighting  men.  Thcfc 
towns  look  very  odd ; their  houfes  Itand  in  rows,  many 
thoufands  of  them  fo  clofe  together,  that  tliey  appear,  at 
a little  dillance,  like  old-falbioncd  thatched  tents.  They 
confill,  every  one  of  them,  of  one  hovel  above,  and  an- 
other under  ground ; thefe  are  their  fummer  and  winter 
apartments.  Buda  was  firil  taken  by  Solyman  tlie  Mag- 
nificent, in  1526,  and  loll  the  following  year  to  Ferdinand  f. 
king  of  Bohemia.  Solyman  regained  it  by  the  treach- 
ery of  tlie  garrifon,  and  voluntarily  gave  it  into  the 
hands  of  king  John  of  Hungary ; after  whofe  death,  his 
foil  being  an  infant,  Ferdinand  laid  fiege  to  it,  and  the 
queen  mother  was  forced  to  call  Solyman  to  her  aid.  He 
indeed  railed  the  fiege,  but  left  a Turkilh  garrifon  in  the 
town,  and  commanded  her  to  remove  her  court  from  thence, 
which  die  was  forced  to  fubmit  to,  in  1541.  It  refilled 
afterwards  the  lieges  laid  to  it  by  the  marquis  of  Bran- 
denburg, in  the  year  1542*,  count  Sehwartzenburg,  in 
IJ98;  General  Rofworm,  in  16025  and  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  commander  of  the  emperor’s  forces,  in  1684,  to 
whom  it  yielded,  in  1686,  after  an  obftinate  defence, 
Apti  BalTa,  the  governor,  being  killed,  fighting  in  the 
breach  with  a Roman  bravery.  The  lofs  of  this  town 
was  fo  important,  and  fomuch  refented  by  the  Turks,  that 
it  occafioiied  the  depofing  of  their  emperor  Mahomet  IV. 
the  year  following. 

We  did  not  proceed  on  our  journey  till  the  twenty- 
third,  when  we  pafled  tlirough  Adam  and  Todowar,  both 
confidtrable  towns,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  but 
now  quite  mined.  The  remains  however,  of  fome  Turkilh 
towns,  fii-w  fomething  of  what  they  have  been.  This 
part  ot  the  country  is  very  much  overgrown  with  wood, 
and  little  Ireqnentdd.  ’7‘is  incredible  what  vafl  numbers 
of  wild  fowl  we  faw,  which  often  live  here  to  a good  old 

undtflurh'd  by  guns^  in  qtikt  JJeep.- —We 

came  the  five  and  twentieth,  to  Mohatch,  and  were  ihcw- 

cd 
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cJ  the  field  near  it,  where  Lewis,  the  young  king  of  Hun- 
gaiy'lofl  his  army  and  his  life,  being  drowned  in  a ditch, 
tr\  iug  to  fiy  from  Balybetis,  general  of  Solynmn  the  Mag' 
nilicent.  This  battle  opened  the  firfi  pafifage  for  the  Turks 

into  tlic  heart  of  Hungary. 1 don’t  name  to  you  the 

little  villages,  of  which  I can  fay  notliing  remarkable  ; 
but  I’ll  afiure  you,  I have  always  found  a warm  ftove,  and 
great  plenty,  particularly  of  wild  boar,  venifon,  and  all 
kinds  of  gihier.  The  few  people  that  inhabit  Hungary, 
live  eafiiy  enough  j they  have  no  money,  but  the  woods 
and  plains  atford  them  provifion  in  great  abutidance  ; they 
were  ordered  to  give  us  all.  things  necelTary,  even  what 

liorfes  we  pleafed  to  demand,  gratis;  but  Mr  W y 

would  not  opprefs  the  poor  country  people,  by  making 
life  of  this  order,  and  always  paid  them  to  the  full  worth 
of  what  we  had.  They  were  fo  furpi  ifed  at  this  unex- 
pefled  generofity,  which  they  are  very  little  ufed  to,  that 
they  always  preifed  upon  us,  at  parting,  a dozen  of  fat 
pheafaixts,  or  fomething  of  that  fort,  for  a preient.  Their 
drefs  is  very  primitive,  b^ng  only  a plain  flisep’s  Ikiiy 
and  a cap  and  boots  of  the  fame  fiuiT.  You  may  eafiiy 
imagine  this  lads  them  many  winters  5 and  thus  they  have 
very'  little  occafion  for  money.  The  twenty-fixth,  w© 
pafl'ed  over  the  frozen  Danube,  with  ?I1  our  equipage  and 
carriages.  We  met  on  the  other  fide  general  Veterani, 
who  invited  us,  with  great  civility,  to  pafs  the  night  at  a 
little  cafilc  of  his,  a few  miles  (.ff,  alTuring  us  we  fliould 
have  a very  hard  day’s  jpurney  to  reach  Eflek.  Tliis  v c 
found  but  too  true,  the  woods  being  very  dangerous,  and 
fcarce  paffable,  from  the  vaft  quantity  of  wolves  that 
hoard  in  them.  Vv"e  came,  however,  fafe,  tliough  late,  to 
EfiTek,  where  we  fiay'cd  a day,  to  difpatch  a courier  with 
letters  to  the  balTa  of  Belgrade  ^ and  I took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  the  town,  which  Is  not  veiy  laige,  but 
fair  built,  and  well  fortified.  TJiis  was  a town  of  great 
trade,  very  rich  and  populous,  when  in  the  hands  of  the 
7'urks.  It  is  fituated  on  tlie  Dravc,  which  rims  into  the 
Danube.  The  bridge  was  efieemed  one  of  the  mofi  ex- 
traordinary in  the  world,  being  eight  tliou land  paces  long, 
and  all  built  of  oak.  It  was  burnt,  and  the  city  laid  in 
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n(hes  by  count  Led/,  1685,  but  wss  again  repaired  and 
fortified  by  the  Turks,  who,  however,  abandoned*it  in 
1687.  General  Dunnewalt  then  took  pofTelfion  of  it  for 
the  emperor,  in  whole  hands  it  has  remained  ever  flnce, 
and  is  eileemed  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  Hungary.  The 
twenty-eighth,  we  went  to  Bocorwar,  a very  large  Rafcian 
town,  all  built  after  the  manner  1 have  deferibed  to  you. 

VVe  were  met  there  by  colonel , who  would  not  fulfer 

us  to  go  any  where  but  to  his  quarters,  where  I found  his 
xvife,  a very  agreeable  Hungarian  lady,  and  his  niece  and 
daughter,  two  pretty  young  w’omen,  crowded  into  three 
or  four  Rafcian  houics,  call  Into  one,  and  made  as  neat 
and  convenient  as  thofe  places  are  capable  of  being  made. 
Tire  Hungarian  ladies  are  much  handfomer  than  thofe  of 
Auflria.  All  the  Vienna  beauties  arc  of  that  country  ; 
they  are  generally  very  fair  and  w^ell-lhaped,  and  their 
drefs,  I think,  is  extremely  becoming.  This  lady  was  in 
a gown  of  fcarlct  velvet,  lined  and  faced  with  fables,  made 
exad  to  her  fhape,  and  the  fkirt  ialling  to  her  feet.  The 
flseves  are  flrait  to  their  arras,  and  the  flays  buttoned  be- 
fore, with  two  rows  of  little  buttons  of  gold,  pearl,  or 
diamonds.  On  their  beads  tliey  wear  a talTel  of  gold, 
tiiat  hangs  low  on  one  Hdc,  lined  with  fable,  or  I'ome  other 

fine  fur.. They  gave  us  a handfomc  dinner,  and  f 

thought  the  converfation  very  polite  and  agreeable.  They 
would  accompany  us  part  of  our  way.  The  twenty- 
r.inth,  we  arrived  here,  where  \ve  were  met  by  the  com- 
I'.ianding  officer,  at  the  head  of  all  the  officers  of  the  gar- 
rilbn.  We  are  lodged  in  the  bell  apartment  of  the 
governor’s  houfe,  and  entertained  in  a very  fplcndid  man- 
ner by  the  emperor’s  order.  We  wait  here  till  all  points 
arc  adjufted,  concerning  our  reception  on  th*  Turkiffi 

ft-ontiers.  Mr  W ’s  courier,  vrhicli  he  fent  from  Elick, 

returned  tins  morning,  with  the  baffa’s  anfwcr  in  a purfe 
of  fcarlet  fa  tin,  which  tlie  Interpreter  here  has  tranllatcd. 

’ Hs  to  promife  him  to  be  honourably  received.  I delired  * 
him  to  appoint  where  he  would  be  met  .by  the  Turkilh 

convoy. He  has  difpatched  the  courier  buck,  Haming 

Betfleo,  a village  in  the  midway  between  Peterwaradin 
ai;d  Belgrade.  We  ffiaU  ftay  here  till  wc  receive  his  an- 
fwcr. 
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fiver. Thus,  dear  I'likr,  I have  given  you  a very  par- 

ticular, and  (I  am  afraid  you’ll  think)  a tedious  account 
of  this  part  of  my  travels.  It  was  not  an  affedation  of 
Ihewing  my  reading,  that  has  made  me  tell  you  fome 
little  fcraps  of  the  hiftory  of  the  towns  I have  palTeJ 
through  ; I have  always  avoided  any  thing  of  thet  kind, 
when  I fpoke  of  places  that  I believe  you  knew  the  ftory 
•f  as  well  as  myfelf.  But  Hungary  being  a part  of  the 
world,  which  I believe  quite  new  to  you,  I thought  you 
might  read  with  fome  pleafure  an  account  of  it,  which  I 
diave  been  veiy-  folicitous  to  get  from  the  bell  hands.  How- 
ever, if  you  don’t  like  it,  ’tis  in  your  power  to  forbear 
reading  it.  I am,  dear  lifter,  &c, 

I AM  promifed  to  have  this  letter  carefully  fent  to 
Vienna. 


LET.  XXIV. 

TO  MR  POPE. 

Belgrade .y  Feb,  1 2.  O.  S.  1 7 1 7. 

X verily  Intend  to  write  you  a long  letter  from 
Peterwaradin,  where  1 expeijled  to  ftay  three  or  four  days^ 
but  the  bafta  here  was  in  fuch  hafte  to  fee  us,  that  he 

difpatched  the  courier  back  (which  Mr  W liad  fent  to 

know  the  time  he  would  fend  the  convoy  to  meet  us) 
witliout  fuft'ering  him  to  pull  off  his  boots.  My  letters 
were  not  thought  important  enough  to  ftop  our  journey; 
and  we  left  Peterwaradin  the  next  day,  being  waited  on 
by  the  chief  officers  of  the  garrifon,  and  a confiderable 
convoy  of  Germans  and  Rafeians.  The  emperor  has 
feveral  regiments  of  thefe  people ; but,  to  fay  the  tiUth, 
they  are  rather  plunderers  than  foldiers ; having  no  pay, 
and  being  obliged  to  fumiffi  their  own  arms  and  horfes  ; 

Hi  they 
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they  ratTier  look  like  vagabond  gypfies,  or  /lout  beggars^ 
tlian^regular  troops.  I cannot  forbear  fj'eaking  a word 
of  this  race  of  creatures,  who  arc  very  numerous  all  over 
Hungary.  They  have  a patriarch  of  their  own  at  Grand 
Cai?o,  and  are  really  of  the  Creek  church  ; but  their  ex- 
jtireme  ignorance  gives  their  prieds  occa/ioii  to  impofc 
, feveral  new  notions  upon  them.  Thefe  fellows,  lettincr 
their  hair  and  beard  grow  inviolate,  make  exadly  the 
figure  of  tlie  Indian  brainin'!.  They  are  heirs-general  to 
all  the  money  of  the  laity  ^ for  which,  in  return,  they  give 
them  formal  pa/Tports  figncd  and  fcaled  for  heaven  ; and 
the  wives  and  children  only  inherit  the  hoiifc  and  cattle. 

In  moft  other  points  they  follow  the  Greek  church. 

This  little  digre/Tion  has  inteiTupted  my  telling  you  we 
palRd  over  the  fields  of  Garlowitz,  where  the  lad  great 
vidory  was  obtained  by  prince  Eugine  over  the  Tul-ks. 
The  marks  of  that  glorious  ^loody  day  are  yet  recent,,  the 
field  being  yet  flrewed  with  the  fkiills  and  ^eurca/Tes  of 
unbuiied  men,  horfes,  and  camels.  I could  nctlook,  with- 
out horror,  on  fuch  numbers  of  mangled  human  bodies, 
nor  without  relleding  on  the  injufiice  of  war,  that  makes 
murder  not  only  nece/fary  but  meritorious.  ‘Nothing  feems 
to  be  a plainer  proof  of  the  irrationality.  mankind  (what- 
ever fine  claims  we  pretend  to  reafoii)' than  the  rage 'with 
which  they  conteft  for  a fmall  fpot  of  ground,  when  fuch 
vail  parts  of  fruitful  earth  Ife  quite  uninhabited.  . ’Tis 
true,  cullom  has  now  rn^de  it  unavoidable .5  but  can  there 
be  a greater  demonllradon  of  want  of  itafon,  than  a 
cufiom  being  firinly  efiabli/hed,  fo  plainly  ctmtrary  to  the 
interred  of  man  in  geneial?  I am  a good  deal  inedined  to 
believe  Mr  Hobbs,  that  the  Jiatc  cf  nature  is  a Jlme  of 
’war  f but  thence  I conclude  human  nature,  not  rational, 
if  the  word  reafon  means  common  fenfe,  as  I fuppole  it 
does.  I have  a great  many  admirable  argaiments  to 
fiipport  this  refledion  ; I won’t  liowever  trouble  you  with 
them,  but  return^  in  a plain  dylc,  to  the  hidory  of  my 
travels* 

We  were  met  at  Bet/ko  (a  village  in  the  midway  be- 
tween Belgrade  and  Feterwajadin)  by  an  aga  of  the  ja- 

nizaiies, 
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Tiizarics,  with  a body  of  Turks,  exceeding  the  Germans 
by  one  hundred  men,  though  the  baffa  had  engaged  to 
fend  exadlly  the  fame  number.  You  may  judge  by  this 
of  their  fears.  I am  really  perfuaded,  that  they  hardly 
thought  the  odds  of  one  hundred  men  fet  them  even  with 
the  Germans ; however,  I was  very  uneafy  till  they  were 
parted,  fearing  fome  quarrel  might  arifc,  notwithhanding. 
the  parole  given.  We  came  late  to  Belgrade,  the  deep 
fnows  making  the  afcent  to  it  very  difficult.  It  feems  a 
llrong  city,  fortified  on  the  eaft  lide  by  the  Danube  ; and 
on  the  fouth  by  the  river  Save,  and  was  formerly  the 
barrier  of  Hungary.  It  was  firll  taken  by  Solyman  the 
T^Iagnificent,  and  fince  by  ihe  emperor’s  forces,  led  by  the 
elector  of  Bavaria.  The  emperor  held  it  only  tAVo  years, 
it  being  retaken  by  the  grand  vizier.  It  is  now  fortified 
with  the  utmoll;  care  and  Ikill  the  Turks  are  capable  of, 
and  ftrengthened  by  a very  numerous  garrifon  of  their 
braved  janizaries,  commanded  by  a ball'a  feralkier  (ue, 
general)  though  this  laft  expreflion  is  not  very  juft;  for, 
to  fay  truth,  the  feralkier  is  commanded  by  the  janizaries. 
Thefe  troops  have  an  abfolute  authority  here,  and  their 
conduct  carries  much  more  the  afped;  of  rebellion,  than 
the  appearance  of  fubordination.  You  may  judge  of  this 
by  the  following  ftory,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  will  give 
you  an  idea  of  the  admirable  intelligence  of  the  governor 
of  Peterwaradin,  though  fo  few  hours  dillant.  We  were 
told  by  him  at  Peterwaradin,  that  the  garrifon  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Belgrade  were  fo  weary  of  the  war,  they  had 
killed  their  ball'a  about  two  months  ago,  in  a mutiny,  be- 
caufc  he  had  I'ufTered  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  by  a 
bribe  of  five  purfes  (five  hundred  pounds  fterlihg)  to  give 
pcrmiflion  to  the  Tartare  to  ravage  the  German  frontiers. 
\Vc  were  very  well  pleafed  to  hear  of  fucli  favourable 
difpolltions  in  the  people ; but  when  we  came  hither,  we 
found  the  governor  had  been  ill-infoi-med,  and  the  real 
truth  of  the  ftory  to  be  this.  The  late  balTa  fell  under 
the  difpleafure  of  his  foldiers,  for  no  other  rcafon,  but  re- 
ftraining  their  incurllons  on  the  Germans.  They  took  it 
into  their  heads,  from  that  mildnefs,  that  he  bad  intelli- 
gence witli  the  tjteinyj  and  feat  fucli  ijifoi-mation  to  the 
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grand  fignior  at  Adrianople ; but,  redrefs  not  coming  quick 
enough  from  thence,  thej  aflembled  themfelves  in  a tu- 
multuous manner,  and  by  force  dragged  their  bafla  before 
the  cadi  and  mufti,  and  there  demanded  juflice  in  a 
mutinous  way  5 one  crj  ing  out.  Why  he  protected  the 
infidels  ? Another,  Why  he  fqueezed  them  of  their  money  ? 
The  bafla  eafily  gueffing  their  purpofe,  calmly  replied  to 
them,  that  they  alked  him  too  many  quetlions,  and  that 
he  had  but  one  life,  which  mull  anfwer  for  all.  They 
then  immediately  fell  upon  him  with  their  feimitars  (with- 
out waiting  the  fentence  of  their  heads  of  the  law)  and  in 
a few  moments  cut  him  in  pieces.  The  prefent  bafla  has 
not  dared  to  punilh  the  murder  5 on  the  contrary,  he  af- 
fected to  applaud  the  aCtors  of  it,  as  brave  fellows,  that 
knew  to  do  themfelves  juflice.  He  takes  all  pretences  of 
throwing  money  among  the  garrifon,  and  fuffers  them  to 
make  little  excurllons  into  Hungary,  where  they  bum  fome. 
poor  Rafcian  houfes. 

You  may  imagine,  I cannot  be  very  cafy  in  a town  ’ 
which  is  really  under  the  government  of  an  infolent 

loldiery. We  expected  to  be  immediately  difmiflfed, 

after  a night’s  lodging  here ; but  the  ball'a  detains  us  tilf 
he  receives  orders  from  Adrianople,  which  may,  pollibly, 
be  a month  a-coming.  In  the  mean  time,  we  are  lodged 
in  one  of  the  belt  houfes,  belonging  to  a very  conliderable 
man  aniongll  them,  and  have  a whole  chamber  of  jani- 
zaries to  guard  us.  My  only  diverfion  is  the  converfation 
of  our  holt,  Achmet  Beg,  a title  fomething  like  that  of 
eount  in  Germany.  His  father  was  a great  balTa,  and  he 
has  been  educated  in  the  moll  polite  eallern  learning,  be- 
ing perfectly  Ikillcd  in  the  Arabic  and  Perfian  languages, 
and  an  extraordinary  feribe,  which  they  call  effendu  This 
accomplilhment  makes  way  to  the  greatell  preferments  j 
but  he  has  liad  the  good  fenfe  to  prefer  an  eafy,  quiet, 
fecure  life,  to  all  the  dangerous  honours  of  the  Porte.  He 
fups  with  us  every  night,  and  drinks  wine  very  freely. 
You  cannot  imagine  how  much  he  is  delighted  with  the 
liberty  of  converling  with  me.  He  has  explained  to  me 
many  pieces  of  Arabian  poetry,  which,  I obferve,  are  in 

purabet'j 
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cumbers  not  unlike  ours,  generally  of  an  alternate  verfe, 
and  of  a very  mufical  found.  Their  exprellions  of  love 
are  very  palTionatc  and  lively.  I am  fo  much  pleafcd 
with  tlicm,  I really  believe  I fcould  learn  to  read  Arabic, 
if  I was  to  flay  here  a few  months.  He  has  a very  good 
library  of  tlicir  books  of  all  kinds ; and,  as  lie  tells  me, 
fpends  the  greatefl  part  of  his  life  there.  I pafs  for  a 
great  fchdar  with  him,  by  relating  to  him  fome  of  the 
Perfian  talcs,  which  Tfind  are  genaine.  At  firfl  he  be- 
lieved I under'^j  od  Perfian.  I have  frequent  difputes 
with  liim  concc.ning  the  difference  of  our  cuftoras,  par- 
ticularly the  confinement  of  women.  He  affures  me, 'there 
is  nothing  at  all  in  it  5 only,  fays  he,  we  have  the  advan- 
tage, that  when  our  wives  cheat  us,  nobody  knows  it.  He 
has  wit,  and  is  more  polite  than  many  Ghriftian  men  of 

quality.  I am  very  much  entertained  wdth  him. He 

has  had  the  curiofity  to  make  one  of  our  fervants  fet 
him  an  alphabet  of  our  letters,  and  can  already  ■\\  'ite  a 
good  Roman  hand.  But  thefe  amufements  do  not  hinder 
my  wifhing  heartily  to  be  out  of  this  place  ; though  the 
weather  is  colder  tlian  I believe  it  ever  was,  any  where, 

but  in  Greenland. We  have  a very  large  flove  con- 

flantly  kept  hot,  and  yet  the  windows  of  the  room  are 

frozen  on  the  infide. -God  knows  when  I may  have 

an  opportunity  of  fending  this  letter : but  I have  written 
it,  for  the  difeharge  of  ray  own  confcience;  and  you 
cannot  now  reproach  me,  that  one  of  yours  makes  ten  of 
mine.  Adieu. 


LET. 
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LET.  XXV. 

TO  HER  R.  H.  THE  PRINCESS  OF  WALES  *. 

Adrianopk,  April  i.O.S.  1717. 

X KAVE  now,  madam,  finiflied  a journey  that  has  not 
been  undertaken  by  any  Ghrillian  fince  the  time  of  the 
Greek  emperors:  and  I fliaU  not  regret  all  the  fatigues  I 
liave  fuffered  in  it,  if  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  amufing 
your  R.  H.  by  an  account  of  places  utterly  unknown 
amongft  us ; the  emperor’s  ambafTadors,  and  thofe  few 
EngHfh  that  have  come  hither,  always  going  on  the  Danube 
to  ^ ■:opolis.  But  the  river  was  now  frozen,  and  Mr 

W— was  fo  zealous  for  the  fervice  of  his  Majefty,  that 

he  would  not  defer  his  journey  -o  wait  for  the  conveniency 
of  that  paflage.  We  croiled  the  deferts  of  Servia,  almoll 
quite  over-grown  witli  wood,  through  a country  naturally 
fertile.  The  Inhabitants  are  induflrious ; but  the  opprefi 
•fion  of  the  peafants  is  fo  great,  they  are  forced  to  abandon 
their  houfes,  and  negleft  their  tillage,  all  they  have  being 
a prey  to  the  janizaries,  wlienever  they  pleafe  to  feize 
upon  it.  We  had  a guard  of  five  hundred  of  them,  and 
I was  almoft  in  tears  every  day,  to  fee  their  infolencies  in 

the  poor  villages  through  which  we  pafled. After 

feyen  days  travelling  through  thick  woods,  we  came  to 
NifTa,  once  the  capital  of  Servia,  fituated  in  a fine  plain 
on  the  river  NifTa va,  in  a xery  good  air,  and  fo  fruitful 
a foil,  that  the  great  plenty  is  hardly  credible.  I was 
certainly  afTured,  that  the  quantity  of  wine  lafl  vintage 
was  fo  prodigious,  that  they  were  forced  to  dig  holes  in 
the  earth  to  put  it  in,  not  having  vefTels  enough  in  the 
town  to  hold  it.  The  happinefs  of  this  plenty  is  fcarce 
perceived  by  the  oppreffed  people.  I faw  here  a new 

occafloa 

• Tlie.Iate  qjjeen  daroline. 
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eccafion  for  my  companion.  The  wretches  that  had  pro- 
vided twenty  waggons  fer  our  baggage  from  Belgrade 
hltJ'er  for  a certain  hire,  being  all  fent  back  without  pay- 
ment, fomc  of  their  horfes  lamed,  and  others  killed,  wkli- 
oiit  any  fatisfafiion  made  for  them.  The  poor  fellows 
came  round  the  houfe  weeping  and  tearing  their  hair  and 
beards  in  a moft  pitiful  manner,  without  getting  any 
thing  but  drubs  from  the  infolent  foldiers.  I cannot  ex- 
prefs  to  your  R.  H.  how  much  I was  moved  at  this  feene. 
I would  have  paid  them  the  money  out  of  my  own  pocket, 
with  all  my  heart  ; but  it  would  only  have  been  giving 
fo  much  to  the  aga,  who  would  have  taken  it  from  them 
without  any  remorfe.  After  four  days  journey  from  this 
place  over  the  mountains,  we  came  to  Sophia,  Heuated  in 
a large  beautiful  plain  on  the  river  ifea,  and  furrounded 
with  diftant  mountains.  ’Tis  hardly  pollible  to  fee  a more 
agreeable  landfcape.  The  city  itfelf  is  very  large,  ami 
extremely  populous.  Here  are  hot  baths,  very  famous 

for  their  medicinal  virtues. Four  days  journey  from 

hence  we  arrived  at  Philippopolis,  after  having  palfed  the 
ridges  between  the  incnntains  of  Hseinus  and  Rhodope, 
wl.ich  arc  always  covered  with  fnow.  This  town  is  lltu- 
ated  on  a riling  ground  near  the  river  Hebrus,  and  is  al- 
moft  wholly  inhabited  by  Greeks ; here  are  ftill  foine  an- 
cient Ghriliian  churches.  They  have  a biihop  ; and  feve- 
ral  of  the  richeft  Greeks  live  here;  but  they  arc  forced  to 
conceal  their  wealth  with  great  care,  the  appearance  of 
poverty  (which  includes  part  of  its  inconveniencies)  being 
ail  their  fccurlty  againft  feeling  it  in  earneft.  The  coun- 
tiy  from  hence  to  Adrianople,  is  the  fineft  in  the  world. 
Vines  grow  wild  on  all  the  hills;  and  the  perpetual 
^ring  they  enjoy  makes  ever}"  thing  ga}"  and  fiourilhing. 
But  this  climate,  happy  as  it  feems,  can  never  be  prefer- 
red to  fjigland,  with  all  Its  frods  and  fnows,  while  we 
are  bleded  with  an  cafy  government,  under  a king,  who 
makes  las  own  happinefs  confift  in  the  liberty  of  his  people, 
and  chufes  rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  their  father  than 

their  mailer. Th.is  theme  would  carry  me  very  I'ar, 

and  I arn  fenfibie  I liave  already  tired  out  your  R.  II.’s 
padence.  But  my  letter  is  In  your  hands,  and  you  may 

I make 
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make  it  as  fhort  as  you  pleal’e,  by  dirowing  it  into  the 
fire,  when  weary  of  reading  it. 

I am,  madam. 

With  tlie  greateft  refpe^l,  See, 


LET.  xxvr. 

TO  THE  LADY  


Adriancfle^  April  r.  0.  S.  1717. 

X AM  now  got  into  a new  world,  where  every  thing  I 
fee  appears  to  me  a change  of  fccnc ; and  I write  to  your 
ladyfliip  with  fomecontent  of  mind,  hoping,  at  leaf!,  that 
you  will  find  the  charms  of  novelty  in  my  letters,  and  no 
longer  reproach  me,  that  I tell  you  nothing  extraordinary. 
I won’t  trouble  you  with  a relation  of  our  tedious  joiimey  ; 
but  muft  not  omit  what  I faw  remarkable  at  Sophia, 
one  of  the  mofl  beautiful  towns  in  the  Turkifh  empire,  and 
famous  for  its  hot  baths,  that  are  reforted  to  both  for  di*- 
verfion  and  health.  I {lopped  here  one  day,  on  purpofe 
to  fee  them  *,  and,  defigning  to  go  hicogiiito^  I hired  a 
Turkifh  coach.  Thefc  voitures  are  not  at  all  like  oui  s,  but 
much  more  convenient  for  the  country,  the  heat  beiiTr  fo 
great,  that  glafifcs  would  be  very  troublefome.  They^are 
made  a good  deal  in  the  manner  of  the  Dutch  flage-coach- 
es,  having  wooden  lattices  painted  and  gilded;  the  infide 
l>eing  aUb  painted  with  bafkets  and  nofegays  of  flowers 
intermixed  commonly  with  little  poetical  mottos.  They 
are  covered  all  over  with  fcarlet  cloth,  lined  witit  ftlk,  and 
very  often  richly  embroidered  and  fringed. ' This  covering 
entirely  hides  the  perfons  in  them,  but  may  be  thrown 
back  at  pleafure,  and  thus  pennits  the  ladies  to  pceo 
through  tlie  lattices.  They  hold  four  people  very  con- 
veniently, feated  on  cufliions,  but  not  I'aifed. 

In  one  of  tlicfe  covered  waggons,  I went  to  the  bagnio 

alx>ut 
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a^x'nt  ten  o’clock.  It  was  already  full  of  women.  It  is 
tuik  of  ftone,  in  tie  firape  of  a dome,  with  no  windows 
but  in  the  loof,  which  gives  light  enough.  There  were 
five  of  thefe  domes  joined  together,  the  outmoA  being  lefs 
than  the  reA,  and  leiving  only  as  a hall,  where  the  per- 
trefs  Aood  at  the  door.  Ladies  of  quality  generally  give  • 
this  woman  a crown  or  ten  Aiillings  ^ and  1 did  not  forget 
tliat  ceremony.  The  next  room  is  a very  large  one  paved 
with  marbie,  and  all  round  it  are  two  raifed  fefas  of 
marble,  one  above  another.  There  were  four  fountains 
of  cold  water  in  this  room,  falling  ArA  into^marble  bafons, 
and  then  running  on  the  Aoor  in  little  channels  made  for 
that  purpofe,  which  carried  the  Areams  into  the  next 
room,  foinething  Icfs  than  tins,  wirh  the  fame  fort  of 
marble  fofas,  but  fo  hot  with  Aeams  ‘ fulphur  proceeding 
from  the  baths  joining  to  it,  ’twas  impofiiblc  to  Aay  there 
\viih  tme’s  deaths  on.  The  two  other  domes  were  the 
l.ot  baths,  one  of  w hioli  had  cocks  of  cold  water  turning 
into  it,  to  tempc?i‘  it  to  what  degree  of  warmth  the  bathers . 
pjeafed  to  have, . 

I in  nay  travelling  habit,  which  is  a riding  drefs,  • 
and  certainly  appeared  very  extraordinary  to  them.  Yeti 
there  was  not  one  of  them  that  Aicwed  the  leaA  fuiyrife  or 
iu^'pertinent  curioflty,  but  received  me  with  all  the 
obliging  civility  polTible.  I know  no  European  court, . 
where  the  ladies  would  have  behaved  themfelves  in  fo  po- 
lite a manner  to  fuch  a.Arangcr.  I believe,  upon  the - 
whole,  llieie  w'erc  two  hundred  women,  and  yet  none  of 
thofe  diidainful  fmilcs,  and  falirical  whifpers,  that  never, 
fail  in  our  afTemblies,  when  any  body  appears  that  is  net. 
<k tiled  exactly  in  the  feAiion.  They  repeated  over  and. 
t)vcr  tome:  Uzllle,  eek  uzelle,”  which  is  nothing.. 

but,  Gl?arniir.g^  very  ebarmivg. The  ArA  fofas  were 

covered  uith  cuA.ions  and  rich  carpels,  on-  which  fat  the 
ladies  ; and  on  the.  fcccnd,  their  Aaves  behind  them,  but. 
wiiliout  any  diAindlion  of  rank  by  their  drel's,  all  being  in . 
llic  fate,  of  nature,  that  is,  in  plain  EngliAi,^  Aark  naked, . 
without  any  beauty  or  dcfe<51  concealed.  '\ct  iheie  was 
Rot  the  leak  wanton.,  fmile  or  immodeA  gcAiue  amongA . 

i 2^  them.. 
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them.  Tliey  wsHted  and  moved  with  the  fame  majcftic 
grace,  which  Milton  <lcfcribes  our  general  inciher  with. 
Tlierc  were  many  amongll  them,  as  exactly  proportioned 
as  ever  any  goddefs  was  drawn  by  the  pencil  of  a Guido 
or  Titian, — and-  inoft  of  their  -fkiiis  lliiningly  white,  only 
adorned  by  tlieir  beautiful  hair  divided  into  many  trelfcs, 
hanging  on  their  fhoulders,  braided  either  with  pearl  or 
libbon,  peifeAly  reprefenting  the  figures  of  tiie  Graces. 

I WAS  here  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a refiecTtion  I have 
often  made,  7'hat  if  it  nvere  the  faJlAon  to  go  naked^  the 
face  nvoukl  be  hardly  chferved.  1 })ercclvcd,  that  the  la- 
dies of  the  moft  delicate  Ikins  and  fined  lhapes  had  the 
greated  diare  of  my  rrlniiration,  though  their  faces  were 
fometlines  lefs  beauti '•J  than  thofc  of  their  companions. 
To  tell  you  the  ti  iith,  I had  wickednefs  enough,  to  wiih 
fecretly,  that  Mr  Gervais  could  have  been  there  invifible. 
I fancy  it  would  have  very  much  improved  his  art-  to  fee 
fo  many  fine  women  naked,  in  different  podures,  fonie  in 
converfation,  fomc  working,  others  drinking  coflee  or  Iber- 
bot,  and  many  negligently  Iving  on  their  cufhions,  while 
their  Haves  (generally  pretty  girls  of  fevenleen  or  eigh- 
teen) were  employed  in  braiding  their  hair  in  feveral  pret- 
ty fancies.  In  fhort,  ’tis  the  womens  covTee-lionfe,  wliere  all 

the  news  of  the  town  is  told,  fcandal  invented,  &c. 

They  generally  take  this  diverfion  once  a-week,  and  day 
there  at  lead  four  or  five  hours,  without  g-'tiing  cold  by 
immediate  comiiig  out  of  the  hot  bath  Into  the  cold  room 
Avhich  was  rerv  furprifmg  to  me.  The  lady,  that  feemed 
the  mod  confiderable  among  them,  entreated  me  to  fit  by 
her,  and  would  fain  have  undreiTed  me  for  the  bath.  I 
excufed  myfelf  with  fome  difiiculty.  They  b'eing  however 
all  fo  earned  in  peiTuading  me,  I wras  at  lad  forced  to 
cpn  my  fnirt,  and  fliew  them  my  days ; which  fatisfieJ 
them  very  well ; for,  I faw,  tliey  believed  I was  locked 
up  in  that  machine,  and  tiiat  it  was  not  in  my  own  power 
to  open  it,  which  contrivance  they  attributed  to  my  hus. 
bandj— — I v/as  charmed  with  their  civility  and  bcaufr, 
znd  fhould  have  been  very  glad  to  pafs  more  t-me  with 

l;iem‘  but  MrYi? re’folv'ing  to  purfue  his  journey 

nf-r.t 
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next  mcKTiing  early,  I was  in  halle  to  fee  the  ruins  of 
Juftinian’s  church,  Avliich  did  not  afford  me  fo  agreeable  a 
profpc<il  as  I had  left,  being  little  more  than  a heap  of 
ffones. 

Adieu,  madam,  I am  fare  I have  now  entertained  you 
with  an  account  of  fiicli  a fight  as  you  never  faw  in  your 
life,  and  what  no  book  of  travels  could  inform  you  of,  as 
’tis  no  lefs  than  death  for  a man  to  be  found  in  one  of  thefc 
places. 


LET.  XXVII. 

TO  THE  ABBOT 

Adrianople^  April  i.  O.  S.  1 7 1 7. 

O U fee  that  I am  very  exaft  in  keeping  the  promife 
you  engaged  me  to  make.  I know  not,  however,  whether 
your  curiofity  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  accounts  I ftiall 
give  you,  though  I can  afllire  you,  the  defire  I have  to 
oblige  you  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  has  made  me  very 
diligent  in  my  enquiries  and  obfervations.  ’Tis  certain 
we  have  but  very  impcrfe<5l  accounts  of  the  manners  and 
religion  of  thefe  people  ; this  part  of  tlie  world  being  fel- 
dom  vifited,  but  by  merchants,  who  mlndjittle  but  their 
own  afiairs ; or  travellers,  who  make  too  fiiort  a Aay,  to 
be  able  to  report  any  thing  exadlly  of  their  ow'n  know- 
ledge. The  Turks  are  too  proud  to  converfe  familiarly 
with  merchants,  who  can  only  pick  up  fome  confufed  in- 
formations, which  are  generally  falfe;  and  can  give  no 
better  account  of  tlic  ways  here,  than  a French  refugee, 
lodging  in  a garret  in  Greek-fireet,  could  write  of  the 
court  of  England.  The  journey  we  have  made  fi  om  Bel- 
grade hither,  cannot  poflibly  be  palTcd  by  any  out  of  a 
public  characlcr.  The  defert  woods  of  Servia,  arc  the 
common  refuge  0:  thieves,  who  rob  fifty  in  a company,  fo 

that 
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that  \re  had  need  of  all  oar  guards  to  fecure  us;  and  the 
villages  are  fo]x>  .r,  that  only  force  could  extort  from  them 
neceffary  proviflons.  Indeed  the  janizaries  had  no  mercy 
on  their  poverty,  killing  all  the  poultry  and  flieep  they 
could^find,  without  alking  to  whom  they  belonged;  while 
the  wretched  owners  durfl  not  put  in  their  claim,  for  fear 
of  being  beaten.  Lambs  juft  fallen,  geefe  and  turkics- 
big  with  egg,  all  maflacred  without  diftinfiion  1 1 fancied 
1 heard  the  complaints  of  Melibeus  for  the  hope  of  lili 
flock.  When  the  balTas  travel,  ’tis  yet  worfe.  Thefc 
opprefTcjrs  are  not  content  with  eating  all  that  is  to  be 
eaten  belonging  to  the  peafants ; after  they  have  cram- 
med themfeivas  and  their  numerous  retinue,  they  have  the 
impudence  to  cxa£l  what  they  call  teeth-moncy ^ a contri- 
bution for  the  ufe  of  their  teeth,  worn  with  doing  them 
the  honour  of  devouring  their  meat.  This  is  literally  and 
exaflly  true,  however  extravagant  it  may  feem  ; and 
filch  is  the  natural  corruption  of  a military  government, 
their  religion  not  allowing  of  this  barbarity,  any  more 
than  ours  does. 

I HAD  the  advantage  of  lodging  tlrree  weeks  at  Bel- 
grade, with  a principal  effendi;  that  is  to  fay  a fcholan. 
This  fet  of  men  are  equally  capable  of  preferments  in  the 
law  or  the  church,  thefe  two  fcicnces  being  caft  into  one,~ 
and  a lawyer  and  a prieft  being  the  fame  word  in  the 
Turkifti  language.  They  are  the  only  men  really  confidci- 
able  in  the  empire ; all  the  profitable  employments  and  • 
church  revenues  are  in  their  hands.  The  grand  figoior, 
though  general  heir  to  his  people,  never  prefumes  to  • 
touch  their  lands  or  money,  which  go,  in  an  uninterrupt- 
ed fucceflion,  to  their  children.  ’Tis  true,  they  lofe  this  - 
privilege,  by  accepting  a place  at  court,  or  the  title  of 
Bafifa;  but  there  are  few  examples  of  fuch  fools  among 
tiiem.  You  may  eafily  judge  of  the  power  of  thefe  men,, 
who  have  engrofled  all  the  Ifcarning,  and  almoft  all  the 
wealth  of  the  empire.  ’Tis  they  that  are  the  real  au- 
thors, though  the  foldicrs  are  the  aClors  of  revolutioRs. 
They  depoied  the  late  fultan  Muftapha ; and  their  power 
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IS  fo  well  known,  that  ’lis  tlie  emperor’s  intercft  to  flatter 
tlieir. 

This  is  a long  digreflion.  I was  going  to  tel!  you, 
that  an  intimate  daily  converfation  vvith  the  eflendi  Ach- 
met-heg,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  knowing  their  rel'. 
gion  and  morals  in  a more  particular  manner  than  p er- 
haps any  Chriflian  ever  did.  I explained  to  him  the  dit  cr- 
ence  between  the  religion  of  England  and  Rome  ; and  he 
was  pleafed  to  hear  there  were  Chriilians  that  did  not 
worfhip  images,  or  adore  the  virgin  Mary.  The  ridicule 

of  tranfubdantiation  appeared  very  flrong  to  him 

Upon  comparing  our  creeds  togethei',  I am  convinced 

that  if  our  friend  Dr had  free  liberty  of  prcacliing 

here,  it  would  be  very  eafy  to  perfu|de  tlie  generality  to 
ChrilVianity,  whofe  notions  are  very  little  diflbrent  from 
his.  Mr  Whiflion  would  make  a very  good  apollle  here. 
I don’t  doubt  bnt  his  zeal  will  be  much  fired,  if  you  com- 
municate this  account  to  him  i but  tell  him,  he  muft  firft 
have  the  gift  of  tongues,  before  be  can  polhbly  be  of  any 

ufe. Mahometifm  is  divided  into  as  many  fe«5ls  as 

Chriflianity ; and  the  firft  inftitution  as  much  ncglc<5led 
and  obfeured  by  interpretations.  I cannot  here  forbear 
rerie£ling  on  the  natural  inclination  of  mankind,  to  make 

myfterics  and  novelties. 1 he  Zeioi,  Kudi,  Jabari, 

&C.  put  me  in  mind  of  the  Catholics,  Lutherans,  and  Cal- 
vinifts,  and  are  equally  zealous  againft  one  another.  But 
the  moft  prevailing  opinion,  if  you  fearch  into  the  fecret 
of  the  efl'endis,  is,  plain  deifm.  This  is  indeed  kept  from 
the  people,  who  are  amufed  with  a thoufand  difllrent  no- 
tions, according  to  the  diflerent  intereft  of  their  preach- 
ers.-  There  arc  very  few  amongft  tlicm  (Achmet-beg 

denied  there  were  any)  fo  abfurd,  as  to  let  up  for  Avit, 
by  declaring  they  believe  no  God  at  all.  And  Sir  Paul 
Rycaut  is  miftaken  (as  he  commonly  is)  in  calling  the 
fe^t  miaerin^  (i.  e.  the  fecret  vntb  us)  atheifts,  they  being 
deifts,  whole  impiety  conlilts  in  making  a jeft  of  their 
prophet.  Achraet-beg  did  not  own  to  me  that  he  was 
o/  this  opinion ; but  made  no  f^iuple  of  deviating  from 
fome  part  of  Mahomet’s  law,  by  drinking  wine  with  the 

fame 
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fame  freedom  we  did.  When  I afkod  lum  how  he  came 
to  allow  himfelf  that  liberty?  He  made  anfwer,  that  all 
the  creatures  of  God  arc  good,  and  Jefigned  for  the  ufc 
of  man ; however,  that  the  prohibition  of  wine  was  a very 
wife  maxim,  and  meant  for  the  common  people,  being 
the  fource  of  all  diforders  amongft  them  ; but,  that  the 
prophet  never  dedgned  to  coirfine  thofe  that  knew  how 
to  life  it  with  moileration  ; neverthelefs,  he  faid,  that  fcan- 
dal  ought  to  be  avoided,  and  that  he  never  drank  it  in 
public.  This  is  the  general  way  of  thinking  amongft  them, 
and  very  few  forbear  drinking  wine  that  are  able  to  af- 
ford it.  He  affured  me,  that  if  I undcHlood  Arabic,  t 
fliould  be  very  well  pleafed  w'ith  reading  the  alcoran, 
which  is  fo  far  from  the  nonfenfe  we  charge  it  with,  that 
it  is  the  pureft  morality,  delivered  in  the  very  belt  lan- 
guage. I have  fince  heard  impartial  Chriflians  fpcak  of 
it  in  the  fame  manner;  and  I don’t  doubt  but  that  all  our 
tranflations  are  from  copies  got  from  the  Greek  priefts,  who 
would  not  fail  to  fahlfy  it  with  the  extremity  of  malice. 
No  body  of  men  ever  were  more  ignorant,  or  more  cor- 
rupt ; yet  they  differ  fo  little  from  the  Romifli  church, 
that,  I confefs,  nothing  gives  me  a greater  abhorrence  of 
the  cruelty  of  your  clergy,  than  the  barbarous  perfecution 
of  them,  whenever  they  liave  been  their  mafter?,  for  no 
other  reafon  than  their  not  acknowledging  the  popev 
The  diflenting  in  that  one  article,  has  got  them  the  titles 
of  heretics  and  fchilmatios;-  and,  what  is  worfe,  the  fame 
treatment.  I found  at  Philippopolis,  a fc6l  of  ChriiVians 
that  call  themfelves  Paulines.  They  fliew  an  old  church, 
where,  they  fay,  St  Paul  preached  ; and  he  is  their  fa- 
vourite faint,  after  the  fame  manner  that  St  Peter  is  at 
Rome ; neither  do  they  forget  to  give  him  the  fame  pre- 
ference over  the  reft  of  the  apoftles. 

But  of  all  the  religions  I have  fecn,  that  of  the  Ar- 
nounts  feems  to  me  the  moft  particular ; they  are  natives 
of  Arnountlich,  the  ancient  Macedonia,  and  ftill  retain 
the  courage  and  hardinefs,  though  they  have  loft  the  name 
of  Macedonians,  being  the  beft  militia  in  the  Turkiih 
empire,  and  the  only  check  upon  tltc  janizaries.  They 
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foot  foldlers ; wc  had  a guard  of  them,  relieved  In 
every  coiifldcrable  town  we  palled;  they  arc  all  cloathed 
and  armed  at  their  own  expence,  ch'efl'ed  in  clean  white 
coarie  clotli,  carrying  guns  of  a prodigious  length,  wiiich 
they  run  with  upon  their  fhoulders,  as  if  they  did  not 
feel  tlic  weight  of  them,  the  leader  finglng  a fort  of  rude 
tune,  not  unpleafant,  and  the  relt  making  up  the  chorus. 
Thefe  people,  living  between  Ghrifllans  and  Mahometans, 
and  not  being  ikilled  in  controverfy,  declare,  that  they  are 
utterly  unable  to  judge  which  religion  is  bell ; but,  to  be 
certain  of  not  entirely  rejedling  the  truth,  they  very  pru- 
dently follow  both.  They  go  to  the  mofques  on  Fridays, 
and  to  the  churelion  Sunday,  faying,  for  their  excufe,  that 
at  the  day  of  judgment  they  arfe  fure  of  prote^lion  from 
the  true  prophet ; but  which  that  is,  they  are  not  able  to 
determine  in  this  world.  1 believe  there  is  no  other  race 
of  mankind,  who  have  fo  modell  an  opinion  of  their  own 
capacity. 

These  are  the  remarks  I have  made,  on  the  d’verfity 
of  religions  I have  feen.  I don’t  afk  your  pardon  for  the 
liberty  I have  taken  in  fpeaking  of  the  Reman.  I know 
you  equally  condemn  tiie  quakery  of  all  churches,  as  much 
as  you  revere  the  facred  truths,  in  which  we  both  agree. 

% 

You  will  expeA  I fliould  fay'  fomething  to  you  of  the 
antiquities  of  this  country  ; but  there  are  few  remains  of 
ancient  Greece.  We  pafl'cd  near  the  piece  of  an  arch, 
which  is  commonly  called  Trajan’s  Gate,  from  a fuppofi- 
tion,  that  he  made  it  to  fhut  up  the  pafTage  over  the 
mountains,  between  Sophia  and  Philippopolis.  But  I ra- 
ther believe  it  the  remains  of  fome  triumphal  arch,  (tho* 
I could  not  fee  any  infeription ;)  for  if  that  pafTage  had 
been  fhut  up,  there  are  many  others  that  would  ferve  for 
the  march  of  an  army ; and,  notwichflanding  the  flory  of 
Baldwin  carl  of  Flanders  being  overthrown  in  thefe  ftraits, 
after  he  tvon  Conflantinople,  I don’t  fancy  the  Germans 
would  find  themfelves  flopped  by  them  at  this  da}'.  ’Tis 
true,  tlie  road  is  now  made  (with  great  induflry)  as  com- 
modious as  pofliblej  for  the  march  of  die  Turkifb  army  ; 

K there 
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tliere  is  aot  one  ditch  or  puddle  between  this  place  aTui 
Belgrade,  that  has  not  a large  ftrong  bridge  of  planks 
built  over  it  j but  the  precipices  are  n )t  lo  terrible  as  £ 
had  heard  them  reprefented.  At  thefc  mountains  we  lay 
at  the  little  village  Ki/kol,  wholly  inhabited  bv  Ciirillians, 
as  all  the  peafants  of  Bulgaria  are.  Thjir  houfes  are  no- 
thing but  little  huts,  railed  of  dirt  baked  in  the  fun  ; 
and  they  leave  them,  and  fly  into  the  mountains,  foinc 
months  before  the  march  ot  the  Furkifh  army,  wlio  would 
«lfe  entirely  ruin  them,  by  dnviag  away  their  whole  flocks. 
This  precaution  fecures  tliem  in  a fort  of  plenty ; for  fuch 
vail  tracls  of  land  lying  in  common,  they  have  the  liber- 
ty of  flowing  what  they  pleafle,  and  are  generally  very  in- 
duflrious  hufbandmen.  Ldrank  here  feverai  forts  of  dc- 
Jicious  wine.  The  women  drefs  themfclves  in  a great 
variety  of  coloured  glafs  beads,  and  are  not  ugly,  but  of 
a tawny  complexion.  I have  now  told  you  all  that  is 
worth  telling  you,  and  perhaps  more,  relating  to  my  jour- 
ney. When  I am  at  Gonllantinople,  I’ll  try  to  pick  up 
fome  curiofitics,  and  then  you  Ihall  hear  again  from 


Your’s,  &c. 


L E T.  XXVIIL 


TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  B 


Adriancple,  April  i.  O.  S.  1717, 


-O.SI  never  can  forget  the  fmalleft  of  your  ladyfhip’s 
romraands,  my  firft  bufinefs  here  has  been  to  enquire  af- 
ter the  fluffs  you  ordered  me  to  look  for,  without  1)610? 
able  to  find  what  you  would  like.  The  difierence  of  the 
drefs  here  and  at  London  is  fo  great,  the  fame  fort  of 
things  are  not  proper  for  caftans  and  manteaus.  How- 
ever,  I will  not  give  over  my  fearch,  but  renew  it  again 
, at  Gonflantinople,  though  I have  reaflon  to  believe  tiierc 
is  nothing  finer  than  what  is  to  be  found  here,  as  this 
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place  is  at  prefect  the  relidence  of  the  court.  The  grand 
Hgnior’s  eldtft  daughter  was  maiTied  fome  few  days  be- 
fore I came  hither;  and,  upon  that  occaCon,  the  Turkifli 
ladies  difplay  all  their  magnificence.  The  bride  was  con- 
dudled  to  her  hufband’s  houfe  in  very  great  fplendor.- 
She  is  widow  of  the  late  vizier,  who  was  killed  at  Petcr- 
waradin,  though  that  ought  rather  to  be  called  a contract 
tlian  a marriage,  linee  fhe  never  has  lived  with  him ; how- 
ever, the  greuteil  part  of  his  wealth  is  here.  He  had  the 
pcrmilfion  of  vifitiug  her  in  the  feragjio;  and,  being  one 
of  the  handfomert  men  in  the  empire,  had  very  much  en- 
gaged her  afleflions. When  flie  faw  this  fecond  huf- 

band,  who  is  at  lead  fifty,  flie  could  not  forbear  burfling 
into  tears.  He  is  indeed  a man  of  merit,  and  the  decla- 
red favourite  of  the  fultan,  (which  they  call  mofayp)  but 
that  is  not  enoug{i  to  make  him  pleading  in  the  eyes  of  a 
girl  of  thirteen^ 

The  government  here  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the- 
army,  the  grand  fignior,  with  all  his  abfolute  power,  is  as 
much  a Have  as  any  of  his  fubjedls,  and  trembles  at  a ja- 
nizary’s frown.  Here  is,  indeed,  a much  greater  appear- 
ance of  fubjcdlion  than  aniongft  us  ; a minifler  of  date  b 
not  fpoke  to,  but  upon 'the  knee  : Ihould  a reHedlion  o» 
his  condudi  be  dropt  in  a cofFcc-houfe  (for  they  have  fpies 
every  where)  the*  houfe  would  be  raz’d  to  the  ground, 
and  perhaps  the  whole  company  put  to  the  torture.  No 
huzzaing  mobs^  feiifeiefs  pam^hlets^  and  ta^oern  dijpues 
hint  politics; 

A confequential  ill  that  freedom  draws ; 

A bad  edctd, — but  from  a noble  caufe. 

None  of  our  harnilefs  calling  names  ! but  when  a mini^- 
der  here  dil’pleafes  the  people,  in  three  hours  time  he  is 
dragged  even  from  his  mailer’s  arms.  They  cut  off  hands, 
head,  and  feet,  and  throw  them  before^ the  palace  gate, 
witli  all  the  rcfpccl  in  the  world;  while  tlie  fultan  (to 
v.  hom  they  all  protefs  an  unlimited  adoration)  fits  tren>» 
l.'llng  in  ills  apartment,  and  dare  neither  defend  nor  re- 
venge his  favvUilte.  This  is  the  blcflld  cenditien  of  tlie 

K 2 niod  ■ 
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inofl  abfolute  monarch  upon  eartli,  who  owns  no  lavs  but 
Ills  'will. 

I CANNOT  help  willing,  in  the  loyality  of  my  heart, 
that  the  parliament  would  fond  hither  a Ihip-load  of  your 
paffive  obedient  men,  that  they  might  fee  arbitrary  gi> 
vernment  in  its  cleareft,  and  llrongeft  liglit,  where  ’tis 
hard  to  judge,  whether  llie  prince,  people,  or  minilders 
are  moil  mifcrable.  I could  make  many  reflc^lions  on 
this  fubjcifl;  but  I know,  madam,  your  own  good  fenfe 
has  already  furnifhed  you  with  better  than  I am  capable  of. 

I WENT  yefterday  along  with  the  French  ambafl'adrefs 
to  fee  the  grand  lignior  in  hispaffage  to  the  mofciue.  He 
was  preceded  by  a numerous  guard  of  janizaries,  with  va!l 
white  feathers  on  their  heads,  as  alfo  by  the  Jj>abis  and 
bcjlangees^  (thefe  are  foot  and  horfe  guards)  and  the  roy- 
al gardeners,  which  are  a vtry  confiderable  body  of  men, 
drelled  in  dilferent  habits  of  hne  lively  colours,  fo  that, 
at  a di dance,  they  appeared  like  a parterre  of  tulips. 
After  them  the  aga  of  the  janizaries,  in  a robe  of  purple 
velvet,  lined  with  filver  tiffue,  his  horfe  led  by  two  Haves 
richly  drefled.  Next  him  the  h^zlier-aga  (your  ladylhip 
knows,  this  is  the  chief  guardian  of  the  Icraglio  ladies)  in 
a deep  yellow  cloth  (which  fuited  veiy  well  to  his  black 
face)  lined  with  fables.  Lad  came  his  fublimity  him- 
felf,  arrayed  in  green,  lined  with  the  fur  of  a black  Mof- 
covitc  fox,  which  is  fuppofed  worth  a thoufand  pounds  fler* 
ling,  and  mounted  on  a fine  horle,  with  furniture  embroi- 
dered with  jewels.  Six  more  horfes  richly  caparifoned 
were  led  after  him  ; and  two  of  his  principal  courtiers  bore, 
one  his  gold,  and  the  other  his  filver  cofice-pot,  on  a llati'; 
another  carried  a filver  fiool  on  his  head  for  him  to  fit 

on. It  would  be  too  tedious  to  tell  } our  ladyfh=p  tire 

various  drefles  and  turbants  by  which  their  rank  is  diilin- 
guhhed ; but  they  were  all  extremely  rich  and  gay,  to 
tlic  number  of  fome  thou  funds ; fo  tliat  perhaps  there  can- 
not  be  feen  a more  beautiful  procelliou.  The  fultan  aj*- 
peared  to  us  a handfome  man  of  about  forty,  with  feme- 
tiling,  however,  fcvejc  in  his  countenance,  and  his  eyes  ve- 

ry 
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r\-  full  and  black.  He  happened  to  flop  under  the  window 
where  we  flood,  and  (I  fuppofe  being  told  who  we  were) 
looked  upon  us  very  attentively,  fo  that  we  had  fullleimre 
to  confider  hiia.  The  French  anibafTadrels  agreed  with 
me  as  to  liis  good  mien  j I fee  that  lady,  very  often  ; flie 
is  young,  and  her  converfation  would  be  a great  relief  to 
me,  if  1 could  perfuade  her  to  live  without  thofe  forms  and 
ceremonies  that  make  life  fo  foi  mal  and  tirefome.  But  flie 
is  fo  delighted  with  her  guards,  her  four  and  twenty 
footmen,  gentlemen  ufhers,  &c.  that  liie  would  rather 
die  than  make  me  a vifit  without  them  5 not  to  reckon  a 
coachful  of  attending  damfels  ycleap’d  maids  of  honour. 
What  vexes  me  is,  that  as  long  as  fhe  will  vifit  me  with 
a troublcfome  equipage,  I am  obliged  to  do  the  fame: 
'however,  our  mutual  intcrefl  makes  us  much  together.  I 
went  with  her  the  other  day  all  round  the  town,  in  an 
open  gilt  cliariot,  with  our  joint  train  of  attendants,  pre- 
ceded by  our  guards,  who  might  have  fummoned  the  peo- 
ple to  fee  what  they  had  never  feen,  nor  ever  perhaps 
would  fee  again,  two  young  Chriflim  ambafTadrefles  at 
the  fame  time.  Your  ladyfhip  ma}  ■«  fily  imagine,  we 
drew  a vafl  crowd  of  fpe(^ators,  buL  all  filent  as  death. 
If  any  of  them  had  taken  the  liberties  of  our  mobs  upon 
any  ilrange  fight,  our  janizaries  had  made  no  Icruple  of 
falling  on  them  with  their  feimitars,  without  danger  for  fo 
doing,  being  above  law.  Thefe  people  however  (I  mean 
the  janizaries)  have  fome  good  qualities  j they  are  very 
zealous  and  faithful  where  they  ferve,  and  look  upon  it  as 
their  bufinefs  to  fight  lor  you  on  all  occafions.  Ot  this  I 
had  a very  plcafant  inftance  in  a village  on  this  fide  Phi- 
linpopolis,  where  w'e  were  met  by  our  domcftic  guards.  I 
happened  to  befpeak  pigeons  for  flipper,  upon  which  one 
of  my  janizaiies  went  immediately  to  the  cadi  (the  chief 
civil  officer  of  the  town)  and  ordered  him  tofendinfomc 
dozens.  The  poor  man  aniwered,  that  he  liad  already  fent 
about,  but  could  get  none.  My  janizary,  in  the  height  of 
his  zeal  for  my  fcr\  ice,  immediately  locked  him  up  prifoncr 
in  his  room,  telling  him  he  defei-vcd  death  for  his  impudence, 
in  offering  to  excufc  his  not  obeying  my  command ; but, 
out  of  rcfpecl  to  me,  he  would  not  punifh  him  but  by  my 
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or  Jer.  Accordingly  he  came  vciy  gravely  to  me,  to  alk 
what  fhould  be  done  to  him ; adding,  by  way  of  compli- 
ment, that  if  1 pleafed  he  would  bring  me  his  head. 

This  may  give  you  fome  idea  of  the  unlimited  power  of 
thcfe  fellows,  who  are  all  fworn  brothers,  and  bound  to  re* 
venge  the  injuries  done  to  one  another,  whether  at  Cairo, 
Aleppo,  or  any  part  of  the  world.  This  inviolable  league 
makes  them  fo  powerful,  tliat  the  greatcll  man  at  court 
never  fpeaks  to  them  but  in  a flattering  tone  ; and' in  Afia, 
any  man  that  is  rich  is  forced  to  enrol  himfelf  a janizary, 

to  fecure  his  eflate. But  I have  already  faiil  enough;. 

and  I dare  fwear,.  dear  madam,  that,  by  this  time,  ’tis  a 
very  comfortable  refledion  to  you,  that  there  is  no  poffi- 
bility  of  your  receiving  fuch  a tedious  letter  but  once 
in  fix  months  ; ’tis  that  confideration  has  given  me  the  af- 
furance  of  entertaining  you  fo  long,  ^ and  will,  I hope,, 
plead  die  excufe  of,  dear  madam, 

Your’s,  &o. 


LET.  XXIX. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


Adrianople,  April  i . O.  S.  1 71  ji 

T WISH  to  God;  dear  filler,  that  you  were  as  regular 
in  letting  me  know  what  palles  on  your  fide  of  the  globe, 
as  I am  careful  in  endeavouring  to  amufe  you  by  the  ac- 
count of  all  I fee  here,  that  I think  worth  your  notice. 
You  content  yourfclf  with  telling  me  over  and  over,  that 
the  town  is  very  dull : it  may,  poffibly,  be  dull  to  you; 
when  every  day  does  not  prefent  you  with  fomething  new; 
but  for  me  tliat  am  in  arrears,  at  leaft  two  months  news, 
all  that  feems  very  flale  with  you,  would  be  very  frefn 
andfweet  here.  lYay  let  me  into  more  particulars,  and  I 
will  tr}’  to  awaken  your  gratitude,  by  giving  you  a full  ami 
true  relation  ol  the  novelties  of  this  place,  none,  of  whicit 
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would  fi'q:'iife  you  more  than  a light  of  my  perfon,  as  I 
am  now  in  my  Turkilh  habit,  though  I believe  you  would 
be  of  my  opinion,  that  ’tis  admirably  becoming. 1 in- 

tend to  fend  you  my  picture ; in  the  mean  time  accept  of 
it  here. 

The  fil'd  part  of  my  drefs  Is  a pair  of  drawers,  very 
full,  that  reach  to  my  flioes,  and  conceal  the  legs  more 
modedly  than  your  petticoats.  Tliey  are  of  a thin  role- 
coloured  damalk,  brocaded  with  filyer  flowers.  My  Ihoes 
are  of  wliite  kid  leather,  embroidered  witli  gold.  Over 
-this  hangs  my  fmock,  of  a fine  white  filk  gauze,  edged 
with  embroidery.  This  fmock  has  wide  lleeves,  hanging 
half  way  down  the  arm,  and  is  clofed  at  the  neck  with 
a diamond  button ; but  the  lhape  and  colour  of  the  bofom 

is  very  well  to  be  difiinguilhed  through  it. The  antery 

is  a waillcoat,  made  cJofc  to  the  lhape,  of  white  and  gold 
damalk,  with  very  long  lleeves  falling  back,  and  fringed 
with  deep  gold  fringe,  and  Ihould  have  diamond  or  pearl 
buttons.  My  caftan^  of  the  fame  duff  with  my  drawers, 
is  a robe  exactly  fitted  to  my  lhape,  and  reaching  to  my  . 
feet,  with  verv  long  llrait  falling  lleeves.  Over  this  is  my 
girdle,  of  about  four  fingers  broad,  which,  all  that  can 
alibrd  it,  have  entirely  of  diamonds  or  other  precious  Hones  5 
thofe  who  will  not  be  at  that  ekpence,  have  It  of  exqui- 
fite  embroidery  on  fattin ; but  it  muft  be  fallened  before 

with  a clafp  of  diamonds. The  curdee  is  a loofe  robe 

they  throw  ofl’,  or  put  on,  according  to  the  weather,  be- 
ing of  a rich  brocade  (mine  is  green  and  gold)  either  lined 
wnth  ermine  or  fables ; the  lleeves  reach  very  litde  below 
the  Ihoulders.  The  head  drefs  is  compofed  of  a cap,  call- 
ed talpock.  which  is,  in  winter,  of  fine  velvet  embrender- 
ed  with  pearls  or  diamonds,  and  in  fummer,  of  a light 
Ihining  lilver  Huff.  This  is  fixed  on  one  fide  of  the  head, 
hanging  a little  way  down  with  a gold  talTel,  and  bound 
on,  either  with  a circle  of  diamonds  (as  1 have  feen  feveral) 
or  a rich  embroidered  handkerchief.  On  the  other  fide  of 
the  head,  the  hair  is  laid  flat ; and  here  the  ladies  are  at 
liberty  to  Ihew  their  fancies  ; fome  putting  flowers,  others 
a plume  of  heron’s  feathers,  and,  in  Ihort,  what  they 
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pleafe  5 but  the  mofl  general  fafliion  13  a large  bouquet  of 
jewels,  made  like  natural  flowers  ; that  is,  the  buds,  of 
pearl ; the  lofes,  of  diflerent  coloured  rubies  : the  jell'amines, 
of  diamonds  ; the  jorniuils,  of  topazes,  &c.  fo  well  Cet  and 
enamelled,  ’lis  hard  to  imagine  any  thing  of  that  kind 
fo  beautiful.  The  hair  hangs  at  its  full  length  behind, 
divided  into  trefles  braided  with  pearl  or  ribbon,  which 
li  always  in  great  quantity.  J never  faw  in  my  life  fo 
many  fine  heads  of  hair.  In  one  lady’s,  I have  counted 
a hundred  and  ten  of  the  trelfes,  all  natural  ; but  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  every  kind  of  beauty  is  more  common 
here  than  with  us.  ’Tis  furprifing  to  fee  a young  woman 
that  is  not  very  handfome.  They  have  naturally  the  molt 
beautiful  complexion  in  the  world,  and  generally  large 
black  eyes.  lean  afifure  you  with  great  truth,  that  the 
court  of  England  (though  I believe  it  the  fairell  in  Chrift- 
endom)  does  not  contain  fo  many  beauties  as  are  under 
our  protedlion  here.  They  generally  fliape  their  eye-brows, 
and  both  Greeks  and  Turks  have  the  cuflom  ot  putting 
round  their  eyes  a black  tindlure,  that,  at  a diftance,  or 
bv  candle-light,  adds  very  much  to  the  blacknels  of  them. 
I fancy  many  of  our  ladies  would  be  overjoyed  to  know 
this  fecref,  but  ’tis  too  vifible  by  day.  They  dye  their 
nails  a rofe  colour ; but,  1 own,  I cannot  enough  accullora 
myfelf  to  tliis  falhion,  to  find  any  beauty  in  it. 

As  to  their  morality  or  good  condudl,  I can  fay,  lik'c 
Harlequin,  that  ’tis  jufl  as  ’tis  with  you  -,  and  the  Turk- 
llh  ladies  don’t  commit  one  fin  the  lefs  for  not  being 
Chrifiians.  Now,  that  I am  a little  acquainted  with  their 
ways,  1 cannot  forbear  admiring,  either  the  exemplary 
diferetion,  or  extreme  fiupidity  of  all  the  writers  that 
have  given  accounts  of  them.  ’Tis  very  eafy  to  fee, 
they  have  in  reality  more  liberty  than  w-e  have.  No 
woman,  of  what  rank  foever,  is  permitted  to  go  into  the 
flrects  without  two  mur/inr,  one  that  covers  her  face  all 
but  her  eyes;  and  another,  that  hides  the  whole  drefs  of 
her  head,"  and  hangs  half  way  down  her  back.  Their 
fliapes  are  alfo  wholely  concealed,  by  a thing  they  call  a 
feri^ccj  whi«li  no  woman  of  any  fort  appears  without ; 
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|;lu3  has  flrait  flecves,  that  reach  to  their  fingers-cnds,  and 
it  laps  all  round  them,  not  unlike  a riding-hood.  In  win- 
ter,  ’tis  of  cloth ; and  in  fummer,  of  plain  Huff  or  fllk. 
\ ou  may  guels  then,  how  etfedtuaJly  this  difguifes  them, 
fo  that  tl^erc  is  no  dillinguilhing  the  great  lady  from  her 
flave.  ’Tis  impoflihle  for  the  moh  jealous  hiifband  to 
know  his  wife,  when  he  meets  her;  and  no  man  dare 
touch  or  follow  a woman  in  tlje  flreet. 

This  perpetual  mafquerade  gives  them  entire  liberty 
of  following  their  inclinations,  without  dangei  of  difeo. 
very.  Hie  moll  ufual  method  of  intrigue,  is,  to  lend  an 
appointment  to  the  lover  to  meet  the  lady  at  a Jew’s  Ihop, 
which  are  as  iictoricully  convenient  as  our  Indian-houfes ; 
and  ) et,  even  thofe  who  don’t  make  ufe  of  them,  do  not 
fcruple  to  go  to  buy  pennyworths,  and  tumble  over  rich 
goods,  which  are  chiefly  to  be  found  amongft  that  ibit  of 
people.  The  great  ladies  feldom  let  tl.eir  gallants  know 
who  they  are  ; and  ’tis  fo  difficult  to  find  it  out,  that  they 
can  vciy  feldcm  guefs  at  Iier  name,  whom  they  have  cor- 
refponded  with  for  above  half  a year  trgeiher.  You  may 
ealily  imagine  the  number  of  faithful  wives  very  fmall  in 
a country  where  tlicy  have  nothing  to  fear  from  a lover’s 
indifcrelion,  fince  vve  fee  fo  many  have  the  courage  to  ex- 
]xife  themfelves  to  that  in  this  world,  and  all  the  threat- 
ened piimlhment  of  the  next,  which  is  never  preached  to 
the  1 urkifli  damfelp.  Neither  have  they  much  to  appre- 
hend from  the  refentment  of  their  hufbands ; thofe  ladies 
that  are  rich,  having  all  their  money  in  their  own  liands. 
Upon  the  whole,  I look  upon  the  Tuikifh  women,  as  th.c 
only  free  people  in  the  empire  ; the  very  divan  pays  re- 
f}>edt  to  tliem  5 and  the  grand  fignior  hinifclf,  when  a bafla 
is  executed,  never  violates  the  privileges  of  the  harar,:^ 
(or  wemens  apartment)  which  remains  unfearched  and 
entire  to  the  u idow.  They  are  queens  of  their  Haves, 
whom  the  hulband  has  no  permiliion  fo  much  as  to  lock 
upon,  except  it  be  an  old  woman  or  two  that  his  ladv 
chufes.  ’l  is  true,  thew  law  j-venuiis  them  four  v ives ; brt 
there  is  no  inflance  of  a man  of  quality  that  makes  ufe 
of  tlus  liberty,  or- of  a woman  of  rank  that  would  fufler 
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it.  When  a huA>aHd  happens  to  be  inconftant,  (as  thofe 
things  will  happen)  he  keeps  his  millrcfs  in  a houfe  apait, 
and  vifits  her  as  privately  as  he  can,  jull  as  it  is  with  you.^ 
Aniongft  all  the  great  men  here,  I only  know  the  tefterdar^ 
(i.  e.  treafurer)  that  keeps  a number  of  flie  llaves,  for 
his  own  ufe,  (that  i‘,  on  his  own  fide  of  the  houfe  j for  a 
Have  once  given  to  ferve  a lady,  is  entirely  at  her  difpo- 
1^1)  and  he  is  fpoke  of  as  a libertine,  or  what  we  fhould 
call  a rake,  and  his  wife  won’t  fee  him,  though  flie  con- 
tinues to  live  in  his  houfe.  Thus  you  fee,  dear  fider,  the 
manners  of  mankind  do  not  differ  fo  widely,  as  our  voy- 
age-writers would  make  us  believe.  Perhaps,  it  would 
be  more  entertaining  to  add  a few  furprifmg  cudoms  of 
my  own  invention  ; but  nothing  leems  to  me  fo  agreeable 
as  truth,  and  I believe  nothing  fo  acceptable  to  you.  I 
.conclude  tlicrefore  with  repealing  the  great  tr util  of  my 
being, 

Dear  flder,  &c. 


LET.  XXX. 

TO  MR  POPE. 


Adridnople,  April  i.  O.  S.  1717. 

X DARE  fay  you  expect,  at  lead,  fometliing  verv-^  new 
in  this  letter,  after  I have  gone  a journey,  not  undertaken 
by  any  Ghridian  for  fome  hundred  years.  The  mod  re- 
markable accident  tint  happened  to  me,  was  my  being 
very  near  overturned  into  the  Hebrus ; and,  if  I had  much 
regard  for  the  glories  that  one’s  name  enioys  after  death, 
I-fliould  certainly  be  foiry  for  having  miffed  the  romantic 
conclufion  of  fwimming  down  tlie  fame  river  in  which  the 
mulical  head  of  Orpheus  repeated  veries  fo  many  ages 
fuicc ; 


“ Caput 


letters* 

Ca^ut  a cer^ice  revidfum^ 

“ G^irgite  cum  mcdio^  portavs  Oeagrius  Hebrus 
Volveret^  Eurydiceii  mox  ipfo-,  et  JiugidcL  lingua^ 

Ah  I rniferam  h.uryd'tcen  I aiiima  Jiigieute  nocabat^ 
Eurydicen  toto  refenluni  Jltimine  ripcs." 

Who  knows  but  fome  of  your  bright  wits  might  have 
found  it  a fubjed  affording  many  poetical  turns,  and  have 
told  the  world,  in  an  heroic  elegy,  that. 

As  equal  swre  cur  fotds^  fo  equal  ni'cre  our  fates  ? 

rdefpair  of  ever  hearing  fo  many  fine  things  faid  of  me,-, 
as  fo  extraordinary  a death  would  have  given  cccaiicii-. 
lor. 

I AM  at  this  prefent  moment  writing  in  a houfe  Ctuated 
on  the.  banks  of  the  Hebrus,  which  runs  under  my  cham- 
ber window.  My  garden  is  full  of  all  cyprefs  trees,  ujwn 
the  blanches  of  which  feveral  couple  of  true  turtles  arc 
faying  foft  things  to  one  anotlrer  from  morning  till  night.  • 
How  naturally  doheughs  and  ■uo'a’j  come  into  my  mind,  at 
this  minute  ?.  and  mult  not  you  confefs,  to.  my  praife,  that 
’tis  more  than  an  ordinary  diferetion  that  can  refill  the 
wicked  fuggefiions  of  poetry,  in.  a place,  where  truth,- 
for  once,  furnifhes  all  the  ideas  of  paftoral.-  The  fummer 
is  already  far  advanced  in  this  part  of  the  world  ; and, 
for  fome  miles  round  Adrianople,  the  w^hole  ground  is  laid 
out  in  gardens,  nnd  the  banks  of  the  rivers  are  fet  with 
rows  of  fruit-trees,  under  which  all  the  moll  confidcrable 
Turks  divert  themfclves  every  evening,  not  with  walking, . 
that  is  not  one  of  their  plealui  cs  ; but  a fet  party  of  them 
chufe  out  a green  fpot,  where  the  fhade  is  very  thick,  and 
there  they  Ipread  a carpet,  on  w'hich  tliey  fit  drinking 
thdr  coflee,  and  are  generally  attended  by.  feme  flave. 
with  a fine  voice,  ui'  that  play.s  on  fome  inflrument.  Every 
nvciTty  paces  yon  may  fee  one  of  thefe  little  companies. 
Irflening  to  the  calhing  of  the  river  ; and  this  taPe  is  fo  -' 
iiniverlal,  that  the  very’  gardencis  are  not  without  it.  I-’ 
Ihive  olten  feen  them  aiwl  thoir  children  fitting  on  the . 
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banks  of  the  river,  and  playing  on  a rural  inflrument'j 
perteclly  anCwerIng  the  defeription  of  the  anc\cnt  fijiulaj 
being  coinpolcd  of  unequal  reeds,  with  a funple,  but  a" 
grceable  I'oftncis  in  the  iound. 

Mr  Aodtson  might  here  make  the  experiment  he  (peaks' 
of  in  his  travels : there  not  being  one  indrument  of  mu- 
(Ic  among  the  Greek  or  Roman  liatues,  that  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  tliis  country.  The 
young  lads  generally  divert  themfelves  witli  making  gar- 
lands for  their  favourite  lambs,  which  I have  often  feen 
painted  and  adorned  with  flowers,  lying  at  their  feet,  while 
they  fung  or  played.  It  is  not  that  they  ever  read  roman- 
ces, but  ihefe  are  the  ancient  amufements  here,  and  as  na- 
tural to-  them  as  cudgel-playing  and  foot-ball  to  our  Bj  itifh 
fwaius  ; the  foftnefs  and  warmth  of  the  climate  forbidding 
all  rough  exercile? , wliich  were  never  fo  mudi  as  heard  of 
araongil  them,  and  naturally  in  rpiring  a lazinefs  and  aver- 
(lon  to  lalwur,  which  the  great  plenty  iixdulges.  Thefe 
gardeners  are  the  only  happy  race  of  country  people  in 
r urkey.  They  furmlh  all  the  city  with  fruits  and  herbs^ 
and  feem  to  live  very  eafily.  They  are  mod  of  them 
Creeks,,  and  have  little  houfes  in  tlie  noidll  of  their  gar- 
dens, where  their  wives  and  daughters  take  a liberty,  not 
permitted  in  die  town,  I mean,  to  go  unveiled.  Thefe 
wenches  arc  very  neat  and  handforae,  and-  pafs  their  time 
at  their  looms,  under  tlic  (Iiade  of  tlie  trees. 

I N'o  longer  look  upon  Theocritus  as  a romantic  writer  j 
he  has  only  given  a plain  image  of  the  way  of  life  a- 
jnongd  the  peafants  of  his  country  5 who,  before  oppref- 
(ion  had  reduced  them  to  want,  were,  I fuppofc,  all  em- 
ployed as  tlic  better  fort  of  them  are  now.  I don’t  doubt,, 
had  he  been  born  a Briton,  but  his  Ii^iunts  had  been  fill- 
ed with  defcriptlons  of  threihlng  and  churning,  both  which 
are  unknown  here,  the  corn  being  all  trode  out  by  oxen.; 
and  butter  (I  fpcak  it  with  forrow)  unheard  of. 

I RK\T>  over  your  Homer  here,,  with  an  infinite  plcafiire, 
and  find  feveral  little  pafiages  explained,  tlial  I did  not 

before 
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before  entirely  comprehend  tlie  beauty  of ; many  of  the 
cuitoms,  and  much  of  the  drefs  then  in  fafbioh,  being  yet 
retained.  I don’t  wonder  to  find  more  remains  here,  of  an 
age  fo  diftant,  than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  country,  the 
Turks  not  taking  that  pains  to  introduce  their  own  man- 
ners, as  has  been  generally  praftifed  by  other  nations,  that 
imagine  themfclves  more  polite.  It  wouLl  be  too  tedious 
to  you,  to  point  out  all  the  pafTages  that  relate  to  prefent 
cuftoms.  But,  I c|in  alTure  you,  that  the  prinoefles  and 
great  ladies  pafs  their  rime  at  their  looms,  embroidering 
veils  and  robes,  furrounded  by  their  maids,  which  are  al- 
ways very  numerous,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  find  An- 
dromache and  Helen  deferibed.  The  defeription  of  the 
belt  of  Menelaus,  exactly  lefembles  thole  that  are  now 
worn  by  the  great  men,  faftened  before  with  broad  gold- 
en clafps,  and  embroidered  round  with  rich  work.  The 
fnowy  veil  that  Helen  throws  over  her  face,  is  Aill  falhion- 
able  5 and  I never  fee  half  a dozen  of  old  bifhaws  (as  I 
do  very  often)  .whh  their  reverend  beards,  fitting  balking 
ki  the  fun,  but  I recollofl  good  king  Priam  and  his  coun- 
lellors.  Their  manner  of  dancing  is  certainly  the  fame 
that  Diana  is  fung  to  have  danced  on  the  banks  of  Euro- 
tas.  The  great  lady  flilJ  leads  the  dance,  and  is  follow- 
ed by  a troop  of  young  girls,  who  imitate  her  fteps,  and, 
if  Ihe  fing?,  make  up  the  chorus.  The  tunes  are  extreme- 
ly gay  and  lively,  yet  with  fomething  in  them*  wondcr- 
ftilly  foft.  The  Aeps  are  varied  according  to  the  pleafure 
of  her  that  leads  the  dance,  but  always  in  exact  time,  and 
infinitely  more  agreeable  than  any  of  our  dances,,  at  leaft 
in  my  opinion.  I fometimes  make  one  in  the  train,  but 
am  not  Iktiful  enough  to  lead  ; thefe  arc  the  Grecian  dan- 
ces, tlie  Turkilh  being  very  diflerent. 

I SHOULD  have  told  you,  in  the  firft  place,  that  the 
EaAern  manners  give  a great  light  into  many  feripture- 
pallages,  that  appear  odd  to  us,  their  phrafes  being  com- 
monly what  we  fliould  call  fcripture-languagc.  The  vul- 
gar Turk  is  very  different  from  what  is  fpoke  at  court, 
er  amongft  the  people  of  figure ; who  always  mix  fo 
Biuch  Arabic  attd  Peifian  in  tl:cir  difeourfe,  that  it  may 

vc-iy. 


86  LETTERS. 

veiy  well  be  called  another  lan^^nage.  And  ’tis  as  liibu- 
liius  to  make  ufe  of  tne  expreifions  commonly  ufed,  in 
fpeaking  to  a great  man  or  lady,  as  it  would  be  to  fpeak 
l^oad  Yorklhire,  or  Soraerfclfhire,  in  the  drawing  room, 
lielides  this  diilindllon,  ti:ey  have  what  they  call  the  Jub- 
lime,  that  is,  a llvle  proper  fhr  poetry,  and  which  is  the 
exadt  feripture  ilyle.  I believe  you  will  be  pleafeJ  to* 
fee  a genuine  example  of  tliis ; and  I am  very  glad  I 
have  it  in  ray  power  to  fatisfy  your  curiofity,  by  lending, 
you  a faithful  copy  of  the  verfes  tliat  Ibrahim  Baffa,  the 
reigning  favourite,  has  made  for  the  young  princefs,  his 
contracled  wife,,  whom  he  is  not  yet  permitted  to  vilit  with- 
out witnclbs,  though  flic  is  gone  home  to  his  houfe.  He 
is  a man  of  wit  and  learning  ; and  whether  or  no  he  is 
capable  of  wilting  good  verfe,  you  may  be  fare,  that, 
on  Inch  an  occaHon,  he  would  not  want  the  afliftance  of 
the  bell  poets  in  the  empire.  Thus  the  verfes  may  be. 
looked  upon  as  a fample  of  their  finell  poetry  9 and  1 don’t 
doubt  you’ll  be  of  my  mind,  that  it  is  moft  wonderfully 
refembling  I h&  fong  of  Solomoji,  wliich  was  alfo  addreflej 
to  a royal  biide-. 

Turkish  Verses  addrefled  to  the  Sultatia,  eU- 
deft  daughter  of  Sultan  Achmet  III.. 

STANZA  I: 

Ver. 

X.  ‘J" HE  nightingale  noiv  wanders  in  the  ’vines:: 

Her.  pajjion  is  to  feek  rofes, 

2.  I •went  down  to  admire  the  beauty  of  the  vines: 

7 be  fweetnejs  of  your  charms  has  rasvijheii  my  fcuU 

3.  Your  eyes  are  black  and  lovely^ 

But  wild  and  d'fdainfsl  as  tbofe  of  a fag. , 

S T A N Z A II. 

i.^be  wi/hed  pofejjion  is  delayed  from  day  to  day  ; 

The  cruel  Sultan  .“Vchmst  will  not  permit  me 
7'ofee  tbofe  cheeks^  more  vermilion  than  rofes. 

2.  T dart 
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2.  T dare  not  fnatch  one  of  your  kiffrs  ; 

The  fwecttxfs  of  your  chaims  has  ra^tf'd  my  foul, 

\ 

3.  Tour  eyes  are  black  and  lovely 

But  vj'dd  and  difdcunful  as  thofe  of  a flag, 

STANZA  III. 

1.  The  vretched  lm.Kaiu  Jighs  in  thcfevcifes:  ^ 

One  dart  fiom  your  eyes  has  pierc'd  thro'  vy  heart, 

2.  Ah  ! when  viHl  the  hour  of  ^JJeJJlon  arrive  ? 

I yet  wait  a long  time? 

The  fweetnefs  of  your  chat  ms  has  ravijkcd  my  foul, 

3.  Ah!  Sultana!  ftag-ey'd — an  angel  am'vgfi  angels! 
Idefire^ — and,  my  dejire  remains  unjati  fed. — 

Can  you  take  delight  to  p'ey  upon  my  heart  ? 

S T A N Z A IV. 

1.  Jily  cries  pierce  the  heavens  ! 

My  eyes  are  without  Jleep  ! 

Turn  to  me.,  Stjltana — let  me  gaze  on  thy  beauty. 

2.  Adieu 1 go  down  to  the  grave. 

If  yrm  call  me 1 return. 

My  heart  is — hot  as  fulpbur  ; — fgh,  and  id  veill  fame. 

3.  Crown  of  my  life  ! fair  light  of  my  eyes  ! 

My  Sultana  ! my  princefs  ! 

I rub  my  face  againji  the  earth ; — I am  drown'd  in  fcald' 
ing  tears — I rave! 

Have  you  no  cotnpajjion?  Will  you  not  turn  to  lock  up- 
on me? 

I have  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  get  thefc  verfes  in  a 
literal  tranflation  ; and  if  you  were  acquainted  with  my 
interpreters,  I might  fpare  myfelf  the  trouble  of  afluring 
you,  that  they  have  received  no  poetical  touches  from  their 
hands.  In  niy  opinion  (allowing  for  the  inevitable  faults 
of  a proi'c  trajilktion  into  a language  fo  very  diifcrent) 
" there 
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there  is  a good  deal  of  lx;aiity  in  tiiCia.  The  epithet  of 
Jla^-ey'd  (though  tlie  found  is  not  very  agreeable  in  Eng- 
liiii)  pleates  me  extremely  ; and  I think  it  a very  lively 

image  of  the  fire  and  indidcreiice  in  his  luillrefs’s  eyes. 

Monfieur  BoUcau  has  very  jufUy  oblerved,  tli  .t  we  are  ne- 
ver to  judge  of  the  elevation  of  an  expreflion  in  an  an- 
cient author,  by  tlic  found  it  carries  with  us  j fince  it 
may  be  extj’cmely  fine  with  them,  when,  at  the  Came 
time,  it  appears  low  or  uncouth  to  us.  You  are  fo  well 
acquainted  with  Homer,  you  cannot  but  have  obferved  the 
fame  thing,  and  you  mud  have  the  fame  indulgence  for 
all  Oriental  poetry.  The  repetitions  at  the  end  of  the 
two  fird  danzas  are  meant  for  a fort  of  chorus,  and  are  a- 
greeablc  to  the  ancient  manner  of  writing.  The  muGc 
of  the  verfes  apparently  changes  in  the  third  danza, 
where  the  burden  is  altered;  and  I think  he  very  artfully 
feems  more  paflionatc  at  the  conclufion,  as  ’tis  natural 
for  people  to  warm  thamfelves  by  tlieir  otvn  difeourfe, 
efpecially  on  a fubjecd  in  which  one  is  deeply  coacerned; 
’tis  certainly  far  more  touching  than  our  modern  cudom 
of  concluding  a fong  of  palTion  with  a turn  which  is  in- 
confident  with  it.  Tlie  nrd  verfe  is  a defeription  of  the 
fcafon  of  the  year  ; all  the  country  norv  being  full  of 
nightingales,  whole  amours  wdth  rofes,  is  an  Arabian  fa- 
ble, as  well  known  here  as  any  part  of  Ovid  amongd  us, 
and  is  much  the  fame  as  if  an  Englifb  poem  diould  begin, 
by  faying, — • — ‘‘  Now  Philomela  jiiigs."  Or  what  if  I 
turned  the  whole  into  tlie  dylc  of  Englidi  poetry,  to  fee 
how  it  would  look? 

STANZA  I. 

.N  OW  Philomel  renews  her  tender  dra:ln, 

‘‘  Indulging  all  the  night  her  pleafing  pain ; 

“ I fought  the  groves  to  hear  the  wanton  fing, 

“ There  faw  a nice  more  beauteous  than  the  fpring. 

“ \ our  large  dag-eyes,  where  thoufand  glories  play, 

“ As  bright,  as  lively,  but  as  wild  as  tliey. 
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STANZA  IL 

“In  vain  I’m  promis’d  fuch  a heavenly  prize, 

“ Ah!  cruel  Sultan!  who  delay’d  Iny  joys! 

“ While  piercing  charms  transfix  uiy  am’rous  heart, 

“ I dare  not  fnatch  one  kifs  to  eafe  the  fmart. 

“ Thofe  eyes  ! like,  &c. 

STANZA  III.  . ' 

“ Your  wretched  lover  in  thefe  lines  complains ; 

“ From  thofe  dear  beauties  rife  his  killing  pains. 

“ When  will  the  hour  of  wifh’d-for  blifs  arrive  ? 

“ Mull  I wait  longer  ? — Gan  I wait  and  live  i 

“ Ah  ! bright  Sultana ! maid  divinely  fair  ! 

« Gan  you,  unpitying,  fee  the  pains  1 bear  ? 

S T A N Z A IV. 

“ The  heavens  relenting,  hear  my  piercing  cries, 

“ I loathe  the  light,  and  deep  forfakes  my'eyes; 

“ Turn  thee,  Sultana,  ere  thy  lover  dies : 

“ Sinking  to  earth,  I figh  the  laft  adieu, 

“ Call  me,  my  goddefs,  and  my  life  renew. 

My  queen  ! my  angel ! my  fond  heart’s,  defii'e  I 
I rave — my  bofom  burns  with  heav’nly  hre  ! 

“ Pity  that  palfion,  which  thy  charms  inipire.” 

I have  taken  the  liberty,  in  the  fecond  verfe,  of  follow- 
ing what  I fuppole  the  true  fenfe  of  the  author,  though 
not  literally  expreffed.  By  his  faying.  He  ^ent  dotun  to 
admire  the  beauty  of 'the  mnes,  and  her  charms  raitjhed 
bis  foul,  I underlland  a poetical  fidHon,  of  having  hrll 
feen  her  in  a garden,  where  he  was  admiring  the  beau- 
ty of  the  fpring.  But  I could  not  forbear  retaining  the 
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icomparilon  'oF  her  eyes  with  thofe  of  a ftag,  though  pei'. 
liaps  the  novelty  of  it  may  give  it  a burlefque  fouiVd  in  our 
language.  I cannot  determine  upon  the  whole,  how  well 
I have  I'ucceeded  in  the  tranllation,  neitlier  do  I think  our 
Englilh  proper  to  exprefs  fuch  violence  of  pallion,  which, 
is  very  feldom  felt  amongd  us.  We  want  alfo  thofe  com- 
pound words  which  are  very  frequent  and  flrong  in  the 
Turkilh  language. 

You  fee  I am  pretty’-  far  gone  in  Oiiental  learning; 
and,  to  fay  truth,  I ftudy  veiy  hard.  I wifli  my  fludies  mar 
jgive  me  an  occafion  of  entertaining  your  curiofity,  wl>ich 
will  be  the  utmoft  advantage  hoped  for  from  them,  by, 

Your’s,  &c. 


LET.  XXXI. 

TO  MRS  S.  C. 

Adrianople,  April  i.  O.  S. 

J.  N my  opinion,  dear  S.  I ought  rather  to  quarrel  with 
you,  for  not  anfwering  my  Nimeguen  letter  of  Auguft, 
till  December,  than  to  excufe  my  not  writing  again  till 
nmv.  I am  fure  there  is  on  my  fide  a very  good  excufe 
for  filence,  haying  gone  fuch  tirefome  land-journies, 
though  I don’t  find  the  conclufion  of  them  fo  bad  as  you 
feem  to  imagine.  I am  very  eafy  here,  and  not  in  the 
folitude  you  fancy  me.  The  great  number  of  Greeks, 
French,  Englilh,  and  Italians,  that  are  under  our  protec- 
tion, make  their  court  to  me  from  morning  till  night; 
and.  I’ll  afiTure  you,  are,  many  of  them,  very  fine  ladies; 
for  there  is  no  poUibility  for  a Ghriflian  to  live  eafily  un- 
-cler  this  government,  but  by  the  protedion  of  an  ambalTa- 

dor and  the  richer  they  arc,  the  greater  is  their 

danger. 
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Those  dreadful  ftories  you  have  heard  of  the  plague^: 
have  very  little  foundation  in  truth.  I own,  I have  inucn. 
ado  to  reconcile  mylelf  to  the  found  of  a word,  which 
has  always  given  me  fuch  terrible  ideas  j though  I am 
convinced  there  is  little  more  in  it,  than  in  a fever.  As 
a proof  of  this,  let  me  tell  you  that  we  paffed  through 
two  or  three  towns  moft  violently  infefled.  In  the  very 
next  houfe  where  we  lay,  (in  one  of  thofe  places)  two  per- 
fons  died  of  'it.  Luckily  for  me  I was  fo  well  deceived, 
that  I knew  nothing  of  the  matter  5 and  I was  made  be- 
lieve, that  our  fecond  cook  had  only  a great  cold.  How- 
cveV,  we  left  our  doctor  to  take  care  of  him,  and  yefterday 
they  both  arrived  here  in  good  health  5 and  I am  now 
let  into  the  fecret,  that. he  has  had  the  plague*  There 
are  many  that  efcape  it,  neither  is  the  air  ever  infedled. 

I am  perfuaded,  that  it  would  be  as  eafy  a matter  to  root 
it  out  here,  as  out  of  Italy  and  France  j but  it  does  fo 
little  mifehief,  they  are  not  very  felicitous  about  it,  and 
are  content  to  futfer  this  dirtemper,  inftead  of  our  variety, 
which  they  are  utterly  unacquainted  with. 

A prepo's  of  diftempers,  Lam  going  to  tell  you  a thing 
that  will  make  you  with  yourfelf  here.  The  fmall-pox,  fo  • 
fatal,  and  fo  general  amongfl  us,  is  here  entirely  harm- 
lefs,  by  the  invention  of  ingrafting^  which  is  the  terra 
they  give  it.  There  is  a fet  of  old  women,  who  make  it 
their  bufmefs  to  perform  the  operation,  every  autumn,  in 
the  month  of  September,  when  the  great  heat  is  abated. 
People  fend  to  one  another  to  know  if  any  of  their  family 
has  a mind  to  have  the  fmall-pox : they  make  parties  for 
this  puipofe,  and  when  they  are  met  (commonly  fifteen 
oi'  fi>neen  together)  the  old  woman  comes  with  a nut- 
fhellnttll  of  the  matter  of  the  befl  fort  of  fmall-pox,  and 
alks  what  vein  you  pleafe  to  have  opened.  She  imme- 
diately rips  open  that  you  offer  to  her,  with  a large  needle, 
(which  gives  you  no  more  pain  than  a common  fcratch) 
and  puts  into  the  vein  as  much  matter  as  can  ly  upon  the 
head  of  her  needle,  and  after  that,  binds  up  the  little  wound 
with  a hollow  bit  of  fhell ; and  in  this  manner  opens  four 
or  five,  veins..  The.  Grecians  have  commonly  the  fuper-- 

Jvl-i  flitioa.1 
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ftition  of  opening  one  in  the  middle  of  the  forehead,  one 
in  each  arm,  and  one  on  the  breafl,  to  mark  the  fign  of 
the  crofs ; but  this  has  a very  ill  etfefl,  all  thefe  wounds 
leaving  little  fears,  and  is  not  done  by  thofe  that  are  not 
fuperflitious,  who  chufe  to  have  them  in  the  legs,  or  that 
part  of  the  arm  that  is  concealed.  The  chilch  en  or  young 
jratients  play  together  all  the  reft  of  the  day,  and  are  in 
perfect  health  to  the  eighth.  Then  the  fever  begins  to 
I'eize  them,  and  they  keep  their  beds  two  days,  very  feldom 
three.  They  have  very  rarely  above  twenty  or  thirty 
in  their  faces,  wiiich  never  mark;  and  in  eight  days  time 
they  are  as  well  as  before  their  illnefs.  Where  they  are 
wounded,  there  remain  running  fores  during  the  diftem- 
per,  which  I don’t  doubt  is  a great  lelief  to  it.  Every 
year  thoufands  undergo  this  operation ; and  the  French 
ambaftador  fays  pleafantly,  that  they  take  the  fmall-pox 
here  by  way  of  diverfion,  as  they  take  the  waters  in 
other  countries.  There  is  no  example  of  any  one  that 
has  died  in  it ; and  you  may  believe  I am  well  fatisfied 
of  the  fafety  of  this  experiment,  ftnee  I intend  to  tr)’-  it 
on  my  dear  little  fon.  I am  patriot  enough  to  take  pains 
to  bring  this  ufcful  invention  into  fafliion  in  England ; 
and  I ftiould  not  fail  to  write  to  fome  of  our  doftors  very 
jiarticularly  about  it,  if  I knew  any  one  of  them  that  I 
thought  had  virtue  enough  to  deftroy  fuch  a conllderablc 
branch  of  their  revenue,  for  the  good  of  mankind.  But 
that  diftemper  is  too  beneficial  to  them,  not  to  expofe  to 
all  their  refentment  the  hardy  wight  that  Ihould  under- 
take to  put  an  end  to  it.  Perhaps,  if  I live  to  return,  I 
may,  however,  have  courage  to  war  with  them.  Upon 
this  occaHon,  admire  tlie  heroifm  in  the  heart  of 

Your  friend,  &c.  &c. 
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LET.  XXXII. 

TO  MRS  T 

Adrianople,  April  i.  O.  S.  1718. 

I CAN  now  tell  clear  Mrs  T , that  I am  fafcly'ar-' 

rived  at  the  end  of  my  very  long  journey.  I will  not 
tire  you  with  the  account  of  the  many  fatigues  i have 
fuffered.  You  would  rather  be  informed  of  the  ftrange 
things  tliat  are  to  be  feen  here;  and  a letter  out  of  Tur- 
key, that  has  nothing  extraordinary  in  it,  would  be  as 
great  a difappointment,  as  my  vifitors  will  receive  at 
London,  if  I return  thither  without  any  rarities  to  Ihew 

them. What  lhall  I tell  you  of? You  never  faw 

camels  in  5^^  our  life  ; and  perhaps  the  delcription  of  them 
will  appear  new  to  you  ; I can  aflure  you  the  firfi  fight  of 
them  was  fo  to  me  ; and  though  I have  feen  hundreds  of 
pidures  of  tliofe  animals,  1 never  faw  any  that  was  rc- 
fembling  enough,  to  give  a true  idea  of  them.  I am  go- 
ing to  make  a bold  obfervation,  and  poilibly  a falfe  one, 
becaufe  nobody  has  ever  made  it  befoi-e  me;  but  I do 
take  tliem  to  be  of  the  rtag  kind ; their  legs,  bodies,  and 
necks,  are  exafUy  lhaped  like  them,  and  their  colour  very 
near  the  fame.  ’Tis  true  they  arc  much  larger,  being  a 
great  deal  higher  than  a horfe  ; and  fo  fwift,  that,  alter 
the  defeat  of  Peterwaradin,  they  far  outran  the  fwiftefl 
horfes,  and  brought  the  firil  news  of  the  lofs  of  the  battle 
to  Belgrade.  They  are  never  thoroughly  tamed ; tlie  dri- 
vers  take  care  to  tie  them  one  to  another,  with  ftrong 
ropes,  fifty  in  a firiiig,  led  by  an  afs,  on  which  the  driver 
rides.  I have  feen  three  hundred  in  one  caravan.  They 
carry  the  third  part-  more  than  any  horfe  ; but  ’tis  a parti- 
cular art  to  load  them,  becaufe  of  the  bunch  on  their  backs. 
They  feem  to  me  very  ugly  creatures,  their  heads  being 
ill-formed  and  difproportioned  to  ‘their  bodies.  They 
carry  all  the  burdens ; and  the  beads  dedined  to  the 

plough, 
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plough,  are  buffaloes,  an  animal  you  are  alfo  unacquainted 
with.  They  are  larger  and  more  clumfy  than  an  ox ; 
they  have  Ihort  thick  black  horns  clofe  to  their  heads, 
•which  grow  turning  backwards.  Tliey  fay  this  horn  looks 
rery  beautiful  when  ’tis  well  poliflied.  They  arc  all  black,, 
tvith  very  Ihort  hair  on  their  hides,  and  have  extremely 
little  white  eyes,  that  make  them  look  like  devils.  The 
country  people  dye  their  tails,  and  the  hair  of  their  fore- 
head, red,  by  way  of  ornament.  Horfes  are  not  put  hei-e 
to  any  laborious  work,  nor  are  they  at  all  fit  for  it.  They 
are  beautiful  and  full  of  fpirit,  but  generally  little,  and 
not  ftrong,  as  the  breed  of  colder  countries  ^ very  gentle, 
however,  with  all  their  vivacity,  and  alfo  fwift  and  fure- 
footed.  I have  a little  white  favourite,  that  I would  not 
part  w'ith  on  any  terms ; he  prances  under  me  with  fo 
much  fire,  you  would  think  that  I had  a great  deal  of 
courage  to  dare  to  mount  him  j yet.  I’ll  allure  you,  I never 
rid  a horfe  fo  much  at  my  command  in  my  life.  My 
fide-faddle  is  the  firll  that  was  ever  feen  in  tlus  part  of 
the  world,  and  is  gazed  at  with  as  much  wonder  as  the. 
fhip  of  Columbus  in  the  firft  difeovery  of  America.  Here 
are  fome  little  birds,  held  in  a fort  of  religious  I’everence,, 
and,  for  that  reafon,  multiply  prodigioully  : turtles,  on  the 
account  of  their  innocence;  and  fforks,.bccaufe  they  arc 
fuppofed  to  make  every  winter  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
To  fay  truth,  they  ai'e  the  happiell  fubjedts  under  the 
Turkifli  government,  and  are  fo  fenfible  of  their  privileges, 
that  they  walk  the  fireets  without  fear,  and  generally 
build  in  the  low  parts  of  houfes.  Happy  are  thofe  whofe 
houfes  are  fo  difiinguifhed,  as  the  vulgar  Turks  are  per- 
fedtly  perfuaded  that  they  will  not  be,  that  year,  attack- 
ed either  by  fire  or  peftilence.  I have  the  happiuefs  of 
one  of  their  facred  nefts  under  my  chamber- window. 

Now  I am  talking  of  my  chamber,  I remember  the 
defeription  of  the  houfes  here  will  be  as  new  to  you,  as 
any  of  the  birds  or  beails.  I fuppofe  you  have  read, 
in  moft  ot  our  accounts  of  Turkey,  that  their  houfes  are 
the  moil  miferable  pieces  of  building  in  the  world.  I can 
fpcak  very  learnedly  on  that  lubjed, ' having  been  in  fo 

many 
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many  of  them  ; and,  I affure  you,  ’tis  no  fuch  thing.  We 
are  now  lodged  in  a palace  belonging  to  the  grand  fig- 
nior.  I really  think  the  manner  of  bailding  here  very 
agreeable,  and  proper  for  the  country.  ’Tis  true,  they 
are  not  at  all  folicitous  to  beautify  the  outfides  of  their 
houfes,  and  they  are  generally  built  of  wood ; which,  I 
own,  is  the  caul'e  of  many  inconveniencies  5 but  this  is 
not  to  be  charged  on  the  ill  tafte  of  the  people,  but  on 
the  oppredion  of  the  government.  Every  houfe,  at  the 
death  of  its  mafier,  is  at  the  grand  Hgnlor’s  difpofal ; and 
therefore,  no  man  cares  to  make  a great  expence,  which 
he  is  not  fure  his  family  will  be  the  better  for.  All  their 
delign  is  to  build  a houfe  commodious,  and  that  will  lall 
■their  lives ; and  they  arc  very  Indifferent  if  it  falls  down 
the  year  after.  Every  houfe,  great  and  fmall,  is  divided 
into  two  dilllmS  parts,  which  only  join  together  by  a nar- 
row paffage.  The  firfl  houfe  has  a large  court  before 
it,  and  open  galleries  all  round  it,  which  is  to  me  a tiring 
very  agreeable.  This  gallery  leads  to  all  the  chambers, 
which  are  commonly  large,  and  with  two  rows  of  windows, 
the  firft  being  of  painted  glafs ; they  fcldom  build  above 
two  {lories,  each  of  which  has  galleries.  The  flairs  arc 
broad,  and  not  often  above  thirty  heps.  Xliis  is  the 
houfe  belonging  to  the  lord,  and  the  adjoining  one  is  call- 
ed the  haram^  that  is,  the  ladies  apartment,  (for  the  name 
of feraglio  is  peculiar  to  the  grand  fignior;)  it  lias  alfo  a 
gallery  running  round  it  towards  the  garden,  to  which  all 
the  windows  are  turned,  and  the  fame  number  of  cham- 
bers as  the  other,  but  more  gay  and  fplendid,  both  in 
painting  and  furniture.  The  fecond  row  of  windows  is 
very  low,  with  grates  like  thofe  of  convents ; the  rooms 
are  all  fpread  with  Perfian  carpets,  and  raifed  at  one  end 
of  them  (my  chambers  are  raifed  at  both  ends)  about  two 
feet.  This  is  the  fofa,  which  is.  laid  with  a richer  fort  of 
carpet,  and  all  round  it  a fort  of  couch,  raifed  half  a foot, 
covered  with  rich  filk,  according  to  the  fancy  or  magni- 
ficence of  the  owner.  Mine  Is  of  fcarlet  cloth,  with  a gold 
fringe  j round  about  this  are  placed,  handing  againft  the 
wall,  two  rov.'s  of  cufhions,  the  firh  very  large,  and  the 
next,  little  ones  j and  here  the  Turks  difplay  their  greateft 

magnifiesnee. 
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magnificence.  They  arc  generally  brocade,  or  embroi- 
dery of  gold  wire  upon  white  fattin. Nothing  can 

look  more  gay  and  fplendid.  Thefe  feats  arc  alfo  fo  con- 
venient and  eafy,  that  I believe  I fliall  never  endure  chairs 

as  long  as  I live. The  rooms  arc  low,  which  I think  no 

fault,  and  the  ceiling  is  always  of  wood,  generally  inlaid 
or  painted  with  flowers.  They  open  in  many  places,  with 
folding  doors,  and  ferve  for  cabinets,  I think,  more  con- 
venienily  than  ours.  Between  the  windows  are  little 
arches  to  fet  pots  of  perfume,  or  bafkets  of  flowers.  But 
what  plcafes  me  befl,  is  the  fafhion  of  having  marble 
fountains  in  the  lower  part  of  the  room,  which  throw  up 
feveral  fpouts  of  water,  giving,  at  the  fame  time,  an  a- 
greeable  coolnefs,  and  a pleafant  dafhing  found,  falling 
from  one  bafin  to  another.  Some  of  thefe  arc  veiy  mag- 
nificent. Each  houfe  has  a bagnio,  w'hich  confids  ge- 
nerally in  two  or  three  little  rooms^  leaded  on  the  top, 
paved  with  marble,  with  bafins,  cocks  of  water,  and  all 
conveniencies  for  either  hot  or  cold  baths. 

You  will  perhaps  be  furprifed  at  an  account  fo  diflbr- 
ent  from  what  you  have  been  entertained  with  by  the 
common  voyage- writers,  who  are  very  fond  of  fpeaking 
of  what  they  don’t  know.  It  mud  be  under  a very  par- 
ticular chara(5ler,  or  on  foine  extraordinry  occafion,  that 
a Ghridian  is  admitted  into  the  houfe  of  a man  of  qua- 
lity 5 and  their  harams  are  always  forbidden  ground. 
Thus  they  can  only  fpeak  of  the  outfidc,  which  makes  no 
great  appearance ; and  the  womens  apartments  are  always 
built  backward,  removed  from  fight,  and  have  no  other 
p>rofpe61;  than  the  gardens,  which  arc  inclofed  with  very 
high  walls.  There  are  none  of  our  parterres  in  them  j 
but  they  arc  planted  with  high  trees,  which  give  an  a- 
greeable  diade,  and,  to  my  fancy,  a pleafing  view.  In 
the  midd  of  the  garden  is  the  chiojk^  that  is,,  a large 
room,  commonly  beautified  with  a fine  fountain  in  the 
midd  of  it.  It  Is  raifed  nine  or  ten  deps^and  inclofed 
with  gilded  lattices,  round  which,  vines,  jefifamines,  and 
honey-fuckles,  make  a fort  of  green  wall.  Large  trees 
are  planted  round  this  pl.ace,  which  is  the  feene  of  their 

greated 
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grcatcfl  plcafures,  and  wiiere  the  ladies  fpend  moll  of  iheii* 

hours,  employed  by  their  inufic  or  embroidery.. In  the 

public  gardens,  there  are  publie  chiojks^  where  people  go, 
that  are  not  fo  well  accommodated  at  home,  and  drink 

their  coffee,  .Iherbct,  &c. Neither  are  they  ignorant  of 

a more  durable  manner  of  building:  their  moiques  are 
all  of  free-flone,  and  the  public  hanns^  or  inns,  extremely 
magnificent,  many  of  them  taking  up  a large  fquare,  built 
round  with  /hops  under  /lone  arches,  where  poor  artificers 
are  lodged  gratis.  They  have  always  a mofquc  joining 
to  them,  and  the  body  of  the  hann  is  a mofl  noble  hall, 
capable  of  holding  three  or  four  hundred  perfons,  the 
court  extremely  fpacious,  and  cloifiers  round  it,  that  give 
it  the  air  of  our  colleges.  I own,  I think  it  a more  rea- 
fonable  piece  of  chaiity  than  the  founding  of  convents. 

1 think  I have  now  told  you  a great  deal  for  once. 

If  you  don’t  like  my  choice  of  fiibje£ls,  tell  me  what^  you 
would  have  me  write  upon  ; there  is  nobody  more  dcilrous 

to  entertain  you,  tlian,  dear  Llrs  T , 

Your’s,  &c.  Sec, 


LET.  XXXII r. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OE 


•.  _ Adriaiiople^  April  i8.  CX  S. 

X WROTE  to  you,  dear  fifier,  and  to  all  my  other 
Engli/h-correfpondents,  by  the  lail  /liip,  and  only  Heaven 
can  tell,  when  1 /liall  have  another  opportunity  of  fend- 
ing to  you  ; but  I cannot  forbear  to  write  again,  though 
perhaps  my  letter  may  ly  upon  my  hands  this  two  months. 
To  confefs  the  truth,  my  head  is  fo  full  of  my  entertain- 
ment ye/lcrday,  that  ’tis  abiblutely  neceffary,  for  my  mvn 
repofe,  to  give  it  fome  vent.  Witltout  farther  pt  elace,  I 
will  tlien  begin  my  flory. 
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I WAS  inviteJ  to  dine  with  the  grand  vizier’s  lady,  and 
it  was  with  a great  deal  of  pleafare  I prepared  myfclf  for 
an  entertainment,  wliich  was  never  before  given  to  any 
(lluillian.  I thought  I fliould  very  little  fatisfy  her  curio- 
lity,  (svhich  I did  not  doubt  was  a conliderable  motive  to 
the  invitation)  by  going  in  a drefs  fne  was  ufeJ  to  fee, 
and  therefore  drefTcd  myfelf  in  the  court  habit  of  Vienna, 
'which  Is  much  more  magnificent  than  ours.  However,  1 
• chofe  to  go  incognito^  to  avoid  any  difputes  about  ceremo- 
ny, and  wont  in  a Turkifli  coach,  only  attended  by  my 
woman,  that  held  up  my  train,  and  the  Greek  lady,  who 
was  my  interpretefs.  1 was  met  at  the  court  door  by  her 
black  eunuch,  who  helped  me  out  of  the  coach  with  great 
refpeit,  and  conduced  me  through  feveral  rooms,  where 
her  fhe-flaves,  finely  drefTcd,  were  ranged  on  each  fide. 
In  the  innermod,  I found  the  lady  fitting  on  her  fofa,  in  a 
fable  veft.  She  advanced  to  meet  me,  and  prefented  me 
half  a dozen  of  her  friends,  with  great  civility.  She  feem- 
cd  a very  good  woman,  near  fifty  years  old.  I was  fur- 
*prifed  to  obferve  fo  little  magnificence  in  her  houfe,  the 
furniture  being  all  very  moderate  ; and,  except  the  ha- 
bits and  number  of  her  flaves,  nothing  about  her  appeared 
-expenfive.  She  guefTed  at.  my  tl;ought.s,'anJ  tolJ  me  fhe 
was  no  longer  of  an  age  to  fpend  either  her  time  or  mo- 
ney in  fuperfluitles ; tliat  her  whole  expei;'»t,  was  in  cha- 
rity, and  her  whole  employment  praying  to  God.  There 
was  no  aHecdation  in  this  fpeech ; both  fhe  and  her  htifband 
are  entirely  given  up  to  devi>tion.  He  never  looks  upon 
any  other  woman  ^ and,  what  Is  much  more  extraordinary, 
touches  no  bribes,  notwithftanding  the  example  of  all  his 
predecefTors.  He  is  fo  fcnipulous  on  this  point,  he  would 

not  accept  Mr  W .’s  prefent,  till  he  had  been  af- 

fureJover  and  over,  that  it  was  a fettled  pertjuifile  of  his 
place,  at  the  entrance  of  every  ambaffador.  She  enter- 
tained me  with  all  kind  of  civility,  fill  dinner  came  in, 
wliich  was  feryed,  one  difh  at  a fime,  to  a vaft  number, 
all  finely  drefTcd  after  their  manner,  whicli  I don’t  think 
fo  bad  as  you  have  ■ perhaps  heard  it  reprefente  l.  I am 
a very  good  judge  of  their  eating,  having  lived  three 
.v>v.cks  in  the  houfe  of  an  effendi  at  Belgrade,  who  gave  us 

very 


LETTERS.  99- 

'9cry  magnificent  dinners,  drefTedby  his  own  coolcs#  The 
fird  week  tliey  pleafed  me  extremely  ; but,  I own,  I theiv 
began  to  grow  weary  of  their  table,  and  defired  our  owa 
cook  might  add  a difti  or  two  alter  our  manner.  But  X 
attribute  this  to  cuftom,  and  am  very  much  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  an  Indian,  who  had  never  tailed  ol  either, 
would  prefer  their  cookery  ts  ours.  Their  faucets  are  vei'y 
high,  all  the  roall  very  much  done.  They  ule  a great 
dc'al  of  very  rich  fpice.  The  foup  is  ferved  for  the  lalt 
dilh;  and  they  have,  at  leaft,  as  great  a variety  of  ra- 
gouts as  we  have.  I was  very  forry  I could  not  eat  ol  as 
many  as  the  good  lady  would  have  had  me,  who  was  very 
earneft  in  ferving  me  of  every  thing.  The_  treat  con- 
cluded with  coffee  and  perfumes,  which  is  a high  mark  of 
rcipcdl;  two  Haves  kneeling  my  hair,  clothes,  and 

handkerchief.  After  this  ceremony,  Ihe  commanded  her 
Haves  to  play  and  dance,  which  they  did  with  their  ,gui- 
tars  in  their  hands,  and  llie  excufed  to  me  their  \vant  of 
Ikill,  faying  Qie  took  no  care  to  accomplilh  them  in  that, 
art. 


I RETURNED  her  thanks,  and,,  fdon  after,  took  my  leave. 

I was  condudled  back  in  the  fame  manner  I entered,  and 
would  have  gone  ftraiglit  to  my  own  houfe;  but  the  Greek 
lady  with  me,  earneldy  folicited  me  to  vilit  the  kahya's 
kdy,  faying,  he  was  the  fecond  officer  in  the  empire, 
and  ought  indeed  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  firll,  the  grand 
vizier  having  only  the  name,  while  he  exercifed  the  authori- 
ty. I had  found  lb  little  diverlion  in  the  vizier’s  haram,. 
that  I had  no  mind  to  go  into  another.  But  her  impor- 
tunity prevailed  with  me,  and  I am  extremely  glad  I was 
fo  complaifant.  All  things  here  were  with  ejuite  a^nother 
air  than  at  the  grand  vizier’s  5 and  the  very  lioufe  confef- 
fed  the  difference  between  an  old  devotee,  and  a young, 
beauty.  It  w.as  nicely  cleaa  and  magniHcent,  1 was 
met  at  the  door  bv  two  black  eunuc'hs,  wi.o  led  me  through 
a long  gallery,  ’#etween  two  ranks  ol  beautiful  young  girl--', 
with  their  hair  tinelv  plaited,  almoll  hanging  to  their  feet,, 
all  dreffed  in  fine  bght  damalks,  brocaded  with  filver. 
Iwas  forry  that  decency  did  not  permit  me  to  fop  to 
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•onfjder  them  nearer.  But  tnat  thought  was  loft  upon  mj 
entrance  into  a large  room,  or  rather  pavilion,  built 
round  with  gilded  fafties,  which  were  moft  of  them  thrown 
tip,  and  the  trees  planted  near  them  gave  an  agreeable 
fhade,  which  hindered  the  fun  from  being  trouble/ome. 
The  jelTamines  and  honey-fucklcs  that  twilled  round  their 
tranks,,  Ihed  a foft  perfume,  increafed  by  a white  marble 
fountain  playing  fwcet  water  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
room,  which  fell  into  three  or  four  baftns,  with  a pleafing 
found.  The  roof  was  painted  with  all  forts  of  flowers, 
falling  out  of  gilded  balkets,  that  feenicd  tumbling  down.. 
On  a fofa,  raifed  three  fteps,  and  covered  with  fine  Per- 
fian  carpets,  fat  the  kahya's  lady,  leaning  on  culhions  of 
white  fattin,  embroidered;  and  at  her  feet  fat  two  young 
girls  about  twelve  years  old,  lovely  as  angels,  drefted  per- 
fectly rich,  and  almoft  covered  with  jewels.  But  they 
were  hardly  feen  near  tl>e  fair  Fatima^  (for  that  is  her 
name)  fo  much  her  beauty  etfaced  every  thing  I have  feen, 
way,  all  thSt  has  been  called  los^ely  either  in  England  or 
Germany.  I muft  own,  that  I never  faw  ahy  thing  fo 
glorioufly  beautiful,  nor  can  I recollect  a face  that  would 
have  been  taken  notice  of  near  hers.  She  ftood  up  to 
receive  me,  fainting  me  after  their  faftiion,  putting  her 
liand  to  her  heart  with  a fweetnefs  full  of  majelly,  that 
no  court  breeding  could  ever  give.  She  ordered  culhions 
to  be  given  me,  and  took  care  to  place  me  in  the  corner, 
which  is  tlie  place  of  honour.  I coitfefs,  though  the  Greek 
lady  had  before  given  me  a great  opinion  of  her  beauty, 
I was  fo  ft  ruck  with  admiration,  that  I cotdd  not,  for 
feme  time,  fpeak  to  her,  being  wholly  taken  up  in  gazing. 
That  furprifmg  hannony  of  features ! that  charming  rt> 
fult  of  the  whole ! that  exafl  proportion  of  body  1 that 
lovely  bloom  of  complexion  unfullied  by  art!  the  unut. 

terable  enchantment  of  her  fniile  ! But  her  eyes  ! 

large  and  black,  with  all  the  foft  languilhment  of  the 
blue  ! every  turn  of  her  face  difeovering  fome  new  grace. 

After  my  firft  furprife  was  over,  I endeavoured,  by 
nicely  examining  her  face,  to  find  out  fome  imperfctlion, 
witliout  any  fruit  of  my  fearch,but  my  being  clearly  oon- 

vinced 
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Yinced  of  tlic  error  of  that  vulgar  notion,  that  a face  ex- 
adily  proportioned,  and  perfectly  beautiful,  would  not  be 
agreeable;  nature  having  done  for  her,  with  more  fuc- 
cefs,  what  Appelles  is  faid  to  liave  eflayed,  by  a collection 
of  tlie  moft  exadt  features,  to  form  a perfect  face.  Add 
to  all  this,  a behaviour  fo  full  of  grace  and  fweetnefs, 
fuch  eafy  motions,  with  an  air  I'o  majellic,  yet  free  from 
ftihhefs  or  aiieClation,  that  I am  j^erfuaded,  could  flie  be 
fuddcnly  tranfpovted  upon  the  molt  polite  throne  of  Eu- 
rope, no  body  would  think  her  other  than  born  and  bi  (id 
to  be  a queen,  though  educated  in  a country  we  call 
barbarous.  To  fay  all  in  a word,  our  molt  celebrated 
Englilh  beauties  would  vaniih  near  her. 

She  was  drelTe^i^n  a caftan  of  gold  brocade,  flowered- 
with  filver,  very  well  fitted  to  her  fnape,  and  ihewing 
to  admiration  the  beauty  of  her  bofom,  only  fhaded  by 
the  thin  gauze  of  her  llfift.  Her  drawers  were  pale  pink, 
her  • wail tcoat  green  and  filver,  her  lli’pi  ers  white  fattin, 
^nely  embroidered : her  lovely  arms  ‘adorned  with  brace- 
lets of  diamonds,  and  her  broad  girdle  fet  round  with  dia-^ 
monds ; upon  her  head  a rich  Turkifh  handkerchief  ol 
pink  and  filver,  her  own  fine  black  hair  hanging  a great 
length,  in  various  treffes,  and  on  one  fide  ol  her  head 
fnnie  bodkins  of  jewels.  I am  afraid  you  will  accufe 
me  of  extravagance  in  this  defeription.  I think  I have 
read  fomewhere,  that  women  always  fpeak  in  rapture 
when  they  fpeak  of  beauty,  and  I cannot  imagine  why 
they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  do  fo.  I rather  think 
it  a virtue  to  be  able  to  admire  without  any'  mixture  of 
delu'e  or  envy.  The  graved  writers  have  fpoken  with 
great  warmth,  of  feme  celebrated  pidlures  and  flatucs. 
The  workmanfhip  of  Heaven,  certainly  excels  all  our 
weak  imitations,  and,'  1 think,  has  a 'much  better  claim 
to  our  praife.  For  my  part,  I am  not  afhamed^to  own, 
1 took  more  pleafure  in  looking  on  the  beauteous  Fatima, 
than  the  finelt  piece  of  fculpture  could  have  given  ^me. 
She  told  me,  the  two  girls  at  her  feet  were  her  daughters, 
tliough  fhe  appeared  too  young  to  be  their  mother.  Her 
fair  maids  were  ranged  below  the  fofa,  to  the  , number  of 

twenty'. 
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twenty,  and  put  me  in  mind  of  the  piclures  of  the  an- 
cient nymphs.  I did  not  think  all  nature  could  have 
furnifhed  fuch  a feene  of  beauty.  She  made  them  a lign 
to  play  and  dance.  Four  of  them  immediately  began 
to  play  fome  foft  airs  on  inrtruments,  between  a lute  and  a 
guitar,  which  they  accompanied  with  their  voices,  while 
the  others  danced  by  turns.  This  dance  was  very  differ- 
ent from  wliat  I had  feen  before.  Nothing  could  be  more 
artful,  or  more  proper  to  raile  certain  ideas.  The  tunes 

fo  foft  1 the  motions  fo  languifloing  ! — accompanied 

with  paufes  and  dying  eyes!  half- falling  back,  and  then 
recovering  themfelves  in  fo  artful  a mannef,  that  I am 
very  pofltive,  the  coldeil  and  mod  rigid  pride  upon  earth, 
could  not  have  looked  upon  them  witliout  thinking  of 

Jbmething  not  to  he  /poke  of. 1 fuppofe  you  may  ha^ve 

read  that  the  Turks  have  no  muilc,  but  what  is  fhockirtg 
to  the  ears  ; but  this  account  is  from  thofe  who  never 
heard  any  but  what  is  played  in  the  llicets,  and  is  jud'as* 
reafonablc,  as  if  a foreigner  llioiild  take  his  ideas  of  Eng 
lifh  mulic,  from  the  bladder  and  Jiring,  or  the  marre^v- 
bones  and  cleavers.  I can  affiirc  you  that  the  mullc  is- 
extremely  pathetic;  ’tis  true,  I am  inclined  to  prefer  the 
Italian,  but  perhaps  I am  partial.  1 am  acquainted  v/ith  a 
Greek  lady  who  fmgs  better  than  Mrs  Robinfon,  and  is. 
very  well  Ikilled  in  lx)th,  who  gives  the  preference  t:> 
the  Turkifh.  ’Tis  certain  they  have  very  fine  natural 
voices;  thefe  were  very  agreeable.  When  the  dance 
was  over,  four  fa'r  flaves  came  into  the  rocm,  with  filver 
cenfers  in  their  hands,  and  perfumed  the  air  with  amber, 
aloes-wood,  and  othcr  feents.  After  tins,  they  ferved  me 
coffee  upon  their  knees,  in  the  fijieft  japan  china,  with 
foucoups  of  filver,  gilt.  The  lovely  Fatima  entertained 
Hie,  all  this  while,  in  the  mofl;  polite  agreeable  manner, 
calling  me  often  uzelle  Jukanam.  or  ihe  beautiful  fultana  ; 
and  deiiring  my  friendfhip  with  the  bed  grace  in  the 
world,  lamenting  that  did  could  not  entertain  me  in  my 
owq,  language. 

When-  I took  my  leave,  two  maids  brought  in  a fine 
filver  balkct  of  embroidered  handkerchiefs ; ibc  bcgg-cd  t 

would 
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would  wear  the  richefl  for  her  fake,  and  gave  the  others 

to  my  woman  and  interpreters.- retired  through  the 

fame  ceremonies  as  before,  and  could  not  help  thinking, 
I had  been  fome  time  in  Mahomet’s  paradife  ^ fo  much 
was  I charmed  with  wliat  I had  feen.  I know  not  how 
the  relation  of  it  appears  to  you.  I wifli  it  may  give 
you  part  of  my  ]jlealure;  lor  1 would  have  my  dear  filler 
(hare  in  all  the  divcrfions  of, 

Yours,  &c. 


LET,  XXXIV. 

« 

TO  THE  ABBOT  OF  

Adrianopk^  May  1 7.  O.  S. 

AM  going  to  leave  .Adrianople,  and  I ^vould  not  do 
dt  without  giving  you  feme  account  of  all  that  is  curi- 
ous in  it,  wliich  I lia/e  taken  a great  deal  of  pains  to 
fee.  I will  not  trouble  you  with  wife  difiertations,  whe- 
ther or  no  this  is  the  fame  city  that  was  anciently  called 
Oreftefit  or  Orelle,  which  you  know  better  than  1 do. 
It  is  now  called  from  the  emperor  Adrian,  and  was  the 
firll  European  feat  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  and  has  been 
the  favourite  refidence  of  many  fultans.  Maaomet  the 
fourth,  and  Muhapha,  the  broth.er  of  the  reigning  em- 
peror, were  f.-fend  of  it,  that  they  wholly  abandoned  Con- 
llantinoplc ; wliich  humour  fo  far  exai'perated  the  janiza- 
ries, that  it  was  a confiderable  motive  to  the  rebellions 
that  depofed  them.  Yet  this  man  feems  to  love  to  keep 
his  court  here.  I can  give  you  no  reafon  for  this  partia- 
lity. ’Tis  true,  the  fituatloii  is  fine,  and  the  country  all 
round  very  beautiful  ^ but  the  air  is  extremely  bad,  and 
the  feragho  itfclf  is  not  free  from  the  ill  eile^  of  it.  The 
town  is  fald  to  be  eight  miles  in  compafs,  1 fuppofe  thcr 
reckon  in  the  gardens.  There  are  fome  good  houfes  In 
I xncaii  large  ones  5 for  the  ai  chitcvlurc  of  their  pa- 
laces 
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laces  never  makes  any  great  iliew.  It  Is  now  very  fuH 
of  peojile;  but  they  are  moft  of  them  fuch  as  follow  the 
court,  or  camp  5 and  when  they  are  removed,  I am  told, 
’tis  no  populous  city.  The  river  Marltza  (anciently  the 
Hebrus)  on  w’hich  it  is  fltuatcd,  is  diied  up  every  fummer-, 
which  contributes  vei-}-  much  to  make  it  unwholcfome. 
It  is  now  a very  pleafant  dream.  There  arc  two  noble 
bridges  built  over  it.  1 had  the  curiofity  to  go  to  lee 
the  exchange  in  my  Turkifli  drefs,  which  is  difguife  luf- 
ficient.  Yet  I own,  I was  not  very  eafy  when  I faw  It 
crowded  with  janizaries;  but  they  dare  not  be  rude  to  a 
woman,  and  made  way  for  me  witli  as  much  refpe6l  as 
if  1 had  been  in  my  own  figure.  It  is  half  a mile  in 
length,  the  roof  arched,  and  kept  extremely  neat.  It 
holds  three  hundred  and  lixty-five  drops,  furnlflied  \vitli 
all  forts  of  rich  goods,  Cxpofed  to  fale  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  the  new  exchange  in  London.  But  the  pave- 
ment is  kept  much  neater ; and  the  fljops  are  all  fo  clean, 

they  feem  juft  new  painted. Idle  people  of  all  forts 

v'alk  here  for  their  divcrflon,  or  amufe  thcmfelvcs  with 
drinking  coliee,  or  fherbet,  which  is  cried  about  as  oran- 
ges and  fweet-mcats  are  in  our  play-houfcs.  I obferved 
moft:  of  the  rich  tradefmen  were  Jews.  That  people  are 
in  incredible  power  in  this  country.  They  have  many 
privileges  above  all  the  natural  Turks  theinfclves,  and 
have  formed  a very  conliderablc  commonwealth  here,  bc- 
ing  judged  by  their  own  laws.  They  have  drawn  the 
whole  trade  of  the  empire  into  their  hands,  partly  by 
the  firm  union  ainongrt  themferves,  and  partly  by  tlie 
idle  temper  and  want  of  induftry  in  the  Turks.  Every 
balfa  has  Lis  Jew,  who  is  his  hcmnie  d'affaires ; he  is  let 
into  all  hij  fecrets,  and  does  all  his  bulluefs.  bar- 
gain is  made,  no  bribe  received,  no  mercha-ndife  dif 
pofed  of,  but  what  pafTes  through  their  hands.  They 
are  the  phyficians,  tlie  flcvvards,  and  the  inteipreters  of 
all  the  great  men.  \ou  may  judge  how  advantageoifs 
this  js  to  a people  who  never  fail  to  make  ufe  (if  the 
fmalleft  advantages.  Tliey  have  found  the  fccict  of 
making  tlaimfelvcs  fo  necclTary,  that  they  are  certain  of 
the  protefUon  of  t!ic  court,  whatever  ininlftrv  is  in  power. 

Even 
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F.<?en  the  EngHfii,  French,  and  Italian  merchant?,  who  are 
fenfible  of  their  artifices,  are,  however,  forced  to  trull 
their  affairs  to  their  negotiation,  nothing  of  trade  being 
managed  without  them,  and  the  meaneft  amongft  them  be- 
ing too  important  to  be  difobllged,  fince  the  whole  body 
take  care  of  his  interefts,  with  as  much  vigour  as  they 
w'ould  thole  of  the  mod  coullderable  of  their  memliers. 
They  are  many  of  them  vaflly  rich,  but  take  care  to 
make  little  public  Ibew  of  it ; though  they  live  in  their 
houfes  in  the  utmoll  luxury  and  magnificence.  This  Ci»- 
pious  fubje(5t  has  drawn  me  from  my  defeription  of  the 
exchange,  founded  by  Ali  Baifa,  whofe  name  it  bears. 
Near  it  is  the  JherJkl^  a llreet  of  a mile  in  length,  full  of 
{hops  of  all  kind  of  fine  merchandife,  but  exceflive  dear, 
notliing  being  made  here.  It  is  covered  on  the  top  with 
boards,  to  keep  out  the  rain,  that  merchants  may  meet 
conveniently  in  all  weathers.  The  bejiten  near  it,  is  an- 
other excliange,  built  upon  pillars,  where  all  forts  of 
horfe-furniture  is  fold : glittering  every  where  with  gold, 
rich  embroidery,  and  jewels,  it  makes  a very  agreeable 
fhew.  From  this  place  I went,  in  my  Turkifh  coacli,  to 
the  camp,  which  is  to  move  in  a few  days  to  the  frontiers. 
The  fultan  is  already  gone  to  his  tents,  and  all  his  court; 
the  appearance  of  them  is,  indeed,  very  magnificent. 
Thofe  of  the  great  men  are  rather  like  palaces  than  tents, 
taking  up  a great  coinpafs  of  ground,  and  being  divided 
into  a vail  number  of  apartments.  Tliey  are  all  of  green, 
and  the  bajfas  of  thru  have  thofe  enfigns  of  their 
power  placed  In  a very  confpicuous  manner  before  their 
tents,  which  are  adorned  on  the  top  with  gilded  balls, 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  their  different  ranks.  The  la- 
dies go  in  coaches  to  fee  the  camp,  as  eagerly,  as  ours 
did  to  that  of  Hyde- park;  but  ’tis  very  cafy  to  obferve, 
that  the  foldicrs  do  not  Ixjgin  the  campaign  with  any 
great  chcerfulnef*.  The  war  is  a general  grievance  upon 
tlie  people,  but  particularly  hard  upon  the  tradefmen, 
now  that  the  grand  fignior  is  refclved  to  lead  his  army  in 
perfon.  Every  eompa-ny  of  them  is  obliged,  upon  this 
occalion,  to  make  a prefent  according  to  tlicir  ability. 
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I TOOK  the  pains  of  rifing  at  (I;:  in  tl>c  morning  to  fee 
tne  ceremony,  which  did  not.  however,  begin  till  eight. 
The  |;rand  fignior  was  at  the  ieraglio  window,  to  fce^’die 
proccllion,  wliich  paffed  through  tiie  principal  ftrects.  It 
•was  preceded  by  an  ejfendi,  mounted  on  a camel,  richly 
birnhhcd,  reading  aloud  the  alcoran,  finely  bound,  laid 
upon  a cnfliion.  lie  was  furrounded  by  a parcel  of  boys,, 
in  while,  linging.fome  verfes  of  it,  followed  bva  man 
• lirefibd  in  green  boughs,  reprefenting  a clean  hufband- 
man  fowing  feed.  Alter  him  fevcral  reapers,  with  gar-  ■ 
lands  of  ears  of  corn,  as  Ceres  is  piaured,  with  fcyth^ini 
their  liands,  feeming  to  mow.  Then  a little  machine- 
•drawn  by  oxen,  in  which  v/as  a wind-mill,  and  boys  em- 
ployed in  grinding  corn,  followed  by  another  machine, , 
drawn  by  bufialoes,  canying  an  oven,  and  two  more- 
boys,  one  employed  in  kneading  the  bread,  and  another 
in  drawing  it  out  of  the  oven.  Thefe  boys  threw  little- 
cakes  on  both  fides  amongft  the  crowd,  and  were  followed 
by  tiie  whole  company  of  bakers,  marching  on  foot,  two 
by  two,  in  their  belt  clothes,  with  cakes,  loaves,  parties, 
and  pies  of  all  forts  on  their  heads,  and  after  them  two 
bulfoons,  or  jack-puddings,  with  their  faces  and  clothes 
fmeared  with  meal,  who  diverted  the  niob  with  their  an- 
tic gertiires.  In  the  fame  manner  followed  all  the  compa- 
nies of  trade Jii  the  empire;  the  nobler  fort,  fuch  as 
jewellers,  raercci-s,  &c.  finely  mounted,  and  many  of  the 
}>ageants  that  reprefent  tUeir  trades, perfedly  magnificent  • 
.iinongrt  which,  that  of  the  furriers  made  one  of  tlie  beft 
figures,  being  a very  large  machine,  fet  round  with  the 
fkms  of  ermines,  foxes,  _&c.  fo  well  rtiiflbd,  that  the  ani- 
mals feeined  to  be  alive,  and  followed  by  muGc  and 
dancers.  I believe  they  were,  upon  the  whole,  teventv 
thoul^and  men,  all  ready  to  follow  his  higlmefs,  if  he  coni- 

manded  them.  The  rear  was  clofed  by  the  volunteers, 

who  came  to  beg  the  honour  of  dying  in  his  fervice.  This 
liart  of  the  fhew  leemed  to  me  fo  barbarous,  that  I re- 
moved from  the  window  upon  the  firrt  appearance  of  it. 

I hey  were  all  naked  to  the  middle.  Some  had  their  arms 
pierced  tlirough  with  arrows,  left  fticking  In  them.  Others 
had  them  flicking  in  their  heads,  the  blood  trickling 

down 
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down  their  faces.  Some  llalhed  their  arms  with  fhaip 
knives,  making  the  bloca  ipring  out  upon  thofe  tltat  ilood 
tlicre  : and  this  is  looked  upon  as  an  expi  ehion  ot  their 
zeal  for  glory.  I am  told  that  ibine  make  ufe  of  it  to  ad- 
vance their  love  •,  and,  when  they  are  near  the  window 
where  their  miilrefs  Itancls,  (all  the  women  in  town  being 
veiled  to  iee  this  fpci^tacle)  they  flick  another  arrow  lor 
her  fake,  who  gives  fome  ilgn  of  approbation  and  encou- 
ragement to  this  gallantry.  The  whole  Ihew  lalled  for 
near  eight  hours,  to  my  great  forrow,  who  was  heartily 
tired,  though  I was  in  the  lioufe  of  the  widow  of  the  capj- 
tain  bafia  (admiral)  who  refreihed  me  with  coffee,  fweet--- 
incats,  iherbet,  6tc.  with  all  poffible  civility. 

I WENT  two  days  after,  tt)  fee  the  mokque  of  fultan 
Selim  I.  which  Is  a building  very  w'ell  worth  the  curiollty 
of  a traveller.-  I was  dreffed  in  my  Turkilh  habit,  and 
admitted  without  fcruple ; though  I believe  they  gtiefTed 
who  I was,  by  the  eKtrsme  officioufneis  of  the  door-keep- 
er, to  drew  me-  every  part  of  it.  It  is  fituated  very  ad- 
vantageoully  ii\  the  nfichl  of  the  city,  and  in  the  highcil 
part  of  it,  making  a very  noble  Ihow.  Tlie  liril  court  has^ 
four  gates,- and  the  innermoll  three.  They  are  both  ot 
them  furrounded  with  cloillers,  with  marble  plHars  of  the 
Ionic  order,  finely  polilhetl,  and  of  very  lively  colours 
the  whole  pavement  is  of  white  marble,  and  the  roof  ot 
the  cloillers  divided  into  fevera!  cupolas  or  domes,  headcvl 
with  gilt  balls  on  the  top.  In  the  midll  ol  each  court,  are 
fule.  fountains  of  white  marble^  and,  before  tire  great 
gato-of  the  mofqiic,  a portico,  witn  green  marble  pillars, 
which  has  five  gates,  the  body  of  the  molque. being  one 
prodigious  dome.  1 undevlland  fo  little  of  architcblure,  I 
dare  not  pretend  to  I'peak  of  the  proportions.  It  U vrred  ' 
to  me  very  regular,  this  I am  fure  of,  it  is  vallly  high, 
and  I thought  it  the  noblell  building  I ever  faw.  It  has 
two  rows  of  marble -galleries  on  pillars,  with  marble  balul- 
ters ; the  paveiiKint  is  alio 'marble^  covered  with  Pei fian 
carpets.  In  iny  opinion,- it  is  a great  addition  to  its 
beauty,  that  it  is  not  divided  into  pews,  and  incumbered 
with  forms  and  benches  like  our  churches  j nor  the  pillars 
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(which  arc  uioft  of  them  red  and  white  marble)  JishgurcJ 
by  tlic  little  tawdry  images  and  piclures,  that  give  Ro- 
man-eatholic  churches  the  air  of  toy-lhops.  Th.e  walla 
feemcd  to  be  inlaid  with  fuch  very  lively  colours,  in  fmall 
Rowers,  that  I could  not  imagine  what  {tones  had  been 
made  ufe  of.  But  going  nearer,  I faw  they  were  crufled 
■with  japan  cliina,  wliich  has  a very  beautiful  effect.  In 
the  midft  hung  a vafl  lamp  of  lllver,  gilt ; beCdes  which, 
1 do  verily  believe,  there  were  at  leaf!  two  thoufand  of  a 
Jeffsr  lize.  This  miilt  look  very  glorious,  when  they  are 
all  lighted  ; bat  being  at  night,  no  women  are  futicred  to 
enter.  Under  the  large  lamp  is  a great  pulpit  of  carved 
Wood,  gilt ; and  juft  by,  a fountain  to  walh,  which,  you 
know,  js  an  ellential  pai  t of  their  devotion.  * In  one  col- 
lier is  a little  gallery,  inclofed  with  gilded  lattices,  for 
the  grand  lignior.  At  the  upper  end,  a large  niche,  very 
like  an  altar,  railed  two  Reps,  covered  with  gold  brocade, 
and  {landing  before  it,  two  fdver  gilt  candlelticks,  tlic 
height  of  a man,  and  in  them  wlute  wax  candles,  as 
thick  as  a man’s  waiil.  The  outCde  of  the  mofque  is 
adorned  with  towers,  vadly  high,  gilt  on  the  top,  from 
whence  the  imaums  call  the  people  to  jirayers.  I had, 
tlie  curiolity  to  go  up  one  of  them,  which  is  Cfmtrived  fo 
artfully,  as  to  give  fuipu-ife  to  all  that  fee  it.  There  is 
but  one  door,  which  leads  to  three  difrerent  ftair-cafes, 
going  to  the  three  diderent  {lories  of  the  tower,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  three  priefts  may  afeend,  rounding,  wichout 
ever  meeting  eacli  other  5 a contrivance  very  much  ad- 
mired. Behind  the  moique,  is  an  exchange  full  of  {hops, 
where  poor  artificers  are  lodged  gratis.  1 faw  i'everal 
derviles  at  tlieir  prayers  here.  'I'hey  are  drelfcd  in  a 
plain  piece  of  woolen,  with  tiicir  arms  bare,  and  a wool- 
eii  cap  on  their  heads,  like  a high  crowned  hat  without 
brims.  I went  to  fee  fome  other  molques,  built  much  af- 
ter the  fame  manner,  but  net  comparable  in  point  of  mag- 
nificence to  this  I have  deferibed,  which  is  infinitely-  be- 
yond any  church  in  Germany  or  England;  I won’t  tdk 
of  other  countries  I have  not  feen.  The  feraglio  does 
not  feem  a very  magnificent  palace.  But  the  gardens 
arc  very  large,  plentifully  fupplicd  tvith  water,  and  full 
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af  trees-,  which  is  all  1 know  of  them,  having  never  been 
in  them. 

I TELL  you  nothing  of  the  order  of  Mr  W— — s entry, 
and  his  audience.  Thefe  things  are  always  the  fame, 
and  have  been  fo  often  deferibed,  1 won’t  trouble  you 
with  the  repetition.  Tlie  young  prince,  about  eleven 
years  old,  fits  near  his  father,  when  he  gives  audience : 
he  is  a handfomc  boy  \ but,  probably,  will  not  immedi- 
ately fuccced  the  fultan,  there  being  two  fons  of  fultan 
Muftapha  (his  eldeft  brother)  remaining ; the  eldeft  about 
twenty  years  old,  on  whom  the  hopes  of  the  people  are 
lixed.  This  reign  has  been  bloody  and  avaiiciou-s.  I am 
apt  to  believe,  they  are  very  impatient  to  fee  the  end 
•i  it. 

I am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.  &c. 

P.  5.  I win  write  to  you  again  from  Gonftantlnoplc. 
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TO  ThE  ABBOT  — 


Conjlantincple^  May  ig.  O.  S. 

X HAVE  had  the  advantage  of  very  fine  weather,  ail 
rny  journey } and  as  the  fummer  is  now  in  its  beauty,  I 
enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  fine  profpe<^b  ^ and  the  meadows 
being  full  of  all  forts  of  garden  flowers,  and  fweet  herbs, 
my  berlin  perfumed  the  air  as  it  prefled  them.  The 
grand  fignior  fumlfted  us  with  tliirty  covered  wag- 
gons for  our  baggage,  and  five  coaches  of  the  country 
for  my  women.  We  found  the  road  full  of  the  great 
fpahis  and  their  equipages  coming  out  of  Afia  to  the  war. 
They  always  travel  with  tents ; but  I chofe  to  ly  in  houfes 
all  the  way.  I will  n’ot  trouble  you  with  the  names  of 
the  villages  we  pafled,  in  which  there- was  nothing  re- 
markable, 
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markable,  but  at  Ciorlei,  wlicre  there  was  a eonac^  or 
Jiidc  leraglio,  built  for  the  ufe  of  the  grauJ  fignior,  when 
he  goes  lliis  road.  I had  the  curiofity  to  view  all  the  a- 
partnienti  defliiicd  for  the  ladies  of  his  court.  They  were 
in  the  inidii  of  a tliick  grove  of  trees,  made  freflt  by  foun- 
tains; but' I was  moft  furprifed  to  fee  the  walls  almoll 
covered  with  little  diftiches  of  Turkifli  verfe,  wrote  with 
pencils.  I made  my  interpreter  explain  them  to  me,  and 
I found  feveral  of  them  very  well  turned  ; though  I easily 
believed  him,  that  they  had  loft  much  of  their  beauty  ia 
tl'ie  tranllation.  One  was  literally  thus  in  Engliih : 

O' e come  into  this  •a.’orld  ; we  hdge^  and  we  depart ; 

He  never  goes ^ that's  lodged  •within  my  heart. 

The  reft  ol  our  journey  was  through  fine  painted  mea- 
dows, by  the  fide  oi  the  fea  of  Marmora,  the  ancient 
Propontis.  We  lay  the  next  night  at  Sellvrea,  anciently 
a noble  town.  It  is  now  a good  fea-port,  and  neatly 
built  enough,  and  has  a bridge  of  thirty-two  arches. 
Here  is  a famous  ancient  Greek  church.  I had  given 
one  of  my  coaches  to  a Greek  lady,  who  defii’cd  the 
convenicncy  of  travelling  with-  me  ; Ihe  defigned  to  pay 
her  devotions,  and  I was  glad  of  the  opportunity"  of  going 
with  her.  I found  it  an  ill-built  edifice,  fet  out  with 
the  fame  fort  of  ornaments,  but  lefs  rich,  as  the  Roman- 
catholic  churches.  They  fticwed  me  a laint’s  body,.wherc 
I threw  a piece  of  money  ; and  a pi(flure  of  the  virgin 
^larj , drawn  by  the  hand  of  St  Luke,  very  little  to  the 
credit  of  his  painting , but,  however,  the  fineft  Madona 
of  Italy,  IS  not  more  famous  for  her  miracles.  The  Greeks 
have  a monftrous  tafte  in  their  piflurcs,  which,  for  more 
finery,  are  always  drawn  upon  a gold  ground.  You  may 
imagine  what  a good  air  this  has  5 but  they  have  no  no- 
tion, either  of  fliade  or  proportion.  They  have  a blftiop 
here,  who  officiated  in  his  purple  robe,  and  fent  me  a 
candle  almoft  as  big  as  myfelf  for  a prefent,  when  I was 
at  my  lodging.  We  lay  that  night  at  a town'called  Bu- 
juk  (.ekmege,  or  Great  Bridge  •,  and  the  night  following. 
at  Kujuk  Cekmege,  or  Little  Bridge  ; in  a very  plea I'ant 
loosing,  formerly  a monaftery  of  dcrvi:es3  having  before 

it 
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it  a Jarge  court,  encompafled  with  marble  cloiRers,  with  a 
good  fountain  in  the  middle.  The  profpedl  from  this' 
place,  and  the  gardens  round  it,  is  the  mod  agreeable  t 
have  feen ; and  (hews,  that;  monks  of  all  religions  know 
liow  to  chufe  their  retirements.  ’Tis  now  belonging  to  a 
bogia  or  fchoolmafter,  who  teaches  boys  here.  I alkei 
him  to  (liew  me  his  own  apartment,  and  was  furprifed  to 
fee  him  point  to  a tall  cyprefs  tree  In  the  garden,  ©n  the 
top  of  which  was  a place  for  a bed  for  himielf,  and  a lit- 
tle lower,  one  for  his  wife  and  two  children,  w'ho  flept 
there  every  night.  I was  fo  much  diverted  with  the  fan- 
cy, I refolved  to  examine  his  nefl  nearer  5 but  after  going 
up  fifty  Heps,  I found  I had  dill  fifty  to  go  up,  and  then 
I mud  climb  from  branch  to  branch,  with  fome  hazard 
of  my  neck.  1 thought  it  therefore  the  bed  way  to  come 
down  again. 

We  anived  the  next  day  at  Gondantinople ; but  I can 
yet  tell  you  vciy  little  of  It,  all  my  time  having  been 
taken  up  with  receiving  vifits,  which  are,  at  lead,  a very 
good  entertainment  to  the  eyes,  the  young  women  be- 
ing all  beauties,  and  their  beauty  highly  improved  by 
the  high  tade  of  their  drefs.  Our  palace  is  in  Pera, 
which  is  no  more  a fuburb  of  Conftantinople,  than  Wed- 
raindcr  is  a fuburb  to  London.  All  the  ambaffadors  are 
k)dgcd  very  near  each  other.  One  part  of  our  houfe  (hews 
us  the  port,  the  city,  and  the  feraglio,  and  the  didant  hills 
of  Afia  •,  perhaps,  all  together,  the  mod  beautiful  profpe<5l 
in  the  world. 

A CERTAIN  French  author  fays,  Gondantinople  is  twice 

as  big  as  Paris.  «Ir  W y is  unwilling  to  own  ’tis 

bigger  than  London,  though  I confefs  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  fo ; but  I don’t  believe  it  is  fo  populous.  The  bury- 
ing fields  about  it  are  certainly  much  larger  tlian  the 
whole  city.  ’Tis  furprifmg  what  a vad  deal  of  land  is 
lod  this  way  in  Turkey.  Sometimes  I have  feen  burying 
places  of  feveral  miles,  belonging  to  very  inconfiderable 
villages,  which  were  formerly  great  towns,  and  retain  no 
other  mark  of  their  ancient  grandeur,  than  this  dlfmal 

one. 
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one.  On  no  occadon  do  they  ever  remove  a.  done  that 
ferves  for  a monument.  Some  of  them  are  codly  enough, 
being  of  very  fine  marble.  They  fet  up  a pillar,  with  a 
carved  turbant  on  the  top  of  ^t,  to  the  memory  of  a man  ; 
and  as  th«  turbants,  by  their  difierent  lhapes,  (hew  the 
quality  or  profeflaon,  ’tis  in  a manner  putting  up  the  arnis 
of  the  deceafed  ; befides,  the  pillar  commonly  bears  an  in- 
feription  in  gold  letters.  The  ladies  have  a fiinple  pillar, 
without  other  ornament,  except  thofe  that  die  unmarried, 
who  have  a rofe  on  the  top  of  their  monument.  The 
fepulchres  of  particular  families  are  railed  in,  and  planted 
round  with  trees.  Thofe  of  the  fultans,  and  fome  great 
men,  have  lamps  conAantly  burning  in  them. 

When  I fpoke  of  their  religion,  I forgot  to  mentioa 
two  particularities,  one  of  which  I have  read  of,  but  it 
feenied  fo  odd  to  me,  I could  not  believe  it ; yet  ’tis  cer- 
tainly true ; that  when  a man  has  divorced  his  wife,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  he  can  take  her  again,  upon  no 
other  terms,  than  permitting  another  man  to  pals  a night 
with  her;  and  there  are  Tome  examples  of  thofe  who 
have  fubmltted  to  this  law,  rather  than  not  have  back 
their  beloved.  The  other  point  of  dodlrine  is  very  exti-a- 
ordinary.  Any  woman  that  dies  unmarried  is  looked  up- 
on to  die  in  a date  of  reprobation.  To  confirm  this  be- 
lief, they  rcafon,  that  the  end  of  the  creation  of  woman 
is  to  inercafe  and  multiply ; and  that  (he  is  only  proper- 
ty employed  in  the  works  of  her  calling,  when  (he  is 
bringing  forth  children,  or  taking  care  of  them,  which 
arc  all  tiie  virtues  that  God  expcdls  from  her.  And  in- 
deed, their  way  of  life,  which  (huts  them  out  of  alk  pub-  ^ 
lie  commerce,  does  not  permit  them  a;iy  other.  Our  vul- 
gar notion,  that  they  don’t  own  women  to  have  any  fouls, 
is  a millake.  ’Tis  true,  they  fay,  they  are  not  of  fo  elevated 
a kind,  and  therefore  mull  not  hope  to  be  admitted  inta 
the  paradife  appointed  for  the  men,  who  arc  to  be  en- 
tertained by  cclellial  beauties.  But  there  is  a'  place  cf 
Iiappincfs  deftined  for  fouls  of  the  inferior  order,  where 
all  good  women  are  to  be  in  eternal  blifs. . Many  of  them 
arc  vc:^  fuperllitious,  and  will  not  remain  widows  ten, 
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clivs,  for  fear  of  dying  in  the  reprobate  Aate  of  an  ufe- 
lefs  creature.  But  thofe  that  like  their  liberty,  and  are 
not  Haves  to  their  religion,  eontent  tliemfelvcs  with  mar- 
rying when  they  are  afraid  of  dying.  This  is  a piece  of 
theology,  very  clitFerent  from  that  which  teaclies  nothing 
to  be  more  acceptable  to  God  than  a vow  of  perpetual 
virglnltv  : which  divinity  is  moll  rational,  I leave  you  to 
determine. 

I HAVE  already  made  fome  progrefs  in  a eolleflion  of 
Greek  medals.  Here  arc  feveral  profelTed  antiquaries,  who 
are  ready  to  ferve  any'  body  that  defires  them.  But  you 
cannot  imagine  how  they  Hare  In  my  face,  when  I en- 
quire about  them,  as  it  no  body  was  permitted  to  feck 
after  medals,  till  they  were  grown  a piece  of  antiquity 
themfelves.  I have  got  fome  very  valuable  ones  of  tho 
Macedonian  kings,  particularly  one  of  Perfeus,  fo  live- 
ly, I fancy  I can  fee  all  his  ill  qualities  in  his  face.  I 
have  a prophyry  head  finely  cut,  of  the  true  Greek  fculp- 
turc ; but  who  it  rcpre.’ents,  is  to  be  guefled  at  by  the 
learned  when  I return.  For  yon  are  not  to  fuppofc  tlicfe 
anlifjuanes  (who  are  all  Greeks)  know  any  thing.  Their 
trade  is  only  to  fell  ^ they  have  correl'ponclcnts  at  Aleppo, 
Grand  Cairo,  in  Arabia  and  PalclUae,  who  fend  them  all 
they  can  find,  and  very  often  great  heaps,  that  are  only 
fit  to  melt  into  pans  and  kettles.  They  get  the  beft 
price  they  can  for  them,  without  knowing  thofe  that  arc 
valuable  from  thofe  that  are  not.  Thofe  that  pretend  to 
(kill,  generally  find  out  the  image  of  fome  faint  in  the 
medals  of  the  Greek  cities.  One  of  them,  fhewing  me 
the  figure  of  a Pallas,  with  a vidlory  in  her  hand  on  a rc- 
TCrfe^  afliired  me,  it  was  the  Virgin,  holding  a crucifix. 
The  fame  man  offered  me  the  head  of  a Socrates,  on  a 
fardonyx ; and,  to  cnliauce  the  value,  gave  him  the  title 
of  faint  Augufiiue.  I have  befpoke  a mummy,  which  I 
hope  will  come  fafe  to  my  hands,  notwithfianding  the 
misfortune  that  befcl  a very  fine  one,  defigned  for  the 
king  of  Sweden.  He  gave  a great  price  for  it,  and  the 
Turks  took  it  into  their  heads,  that  he  mull  have  fome 
cenfiderable  project  depending  upon  it.  They  fancied  it 
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the  body  of,  God  knows  whv-);  and  that  the  flate  of  thenr  i 
emjilre  myllically  depended  on  tl'.e  converfation  of  it.  .| 
Some"  old  jH  ophecies  were  remembered  upon  this  occafion,,! 
and  tlie  mimimy  committed  prifoner  to  the  Seven  Towers,  J 
where  it  has  remained  under  clofe  confinement  ever  fince,  J 
1 dare  not  try  my  intereih  in  fo  confideruble  a point,  asi| 
the  releafe  of  it;  but  I hope  mine  wili'pafs  without  ex--| 
aniinatlon.  I can  tell  you  nothing  more  at  prefent  of  tlikaj 
Jamous  city.  When  I have  looked  a little  about  me,  youj 
fliall  hear  from  me  again.  I am,  Sir, 

Your’s,  &c,  &C. 


LET.  XXXVI. 

TO  MR  POPE. 

Belgrade  Village^  Jutie  1 7.  O.  S. 

X HOPE,  before  this  time,  you  liave  received  two  or 
three  of  my  letters.  I had  yours  but  ycflerday,  though 
dated  the  third  of  February,  in  which  you  fuppofe  me  to 
be  dead  and  buried.  I have  already  let  you  know,  thatt 
I am  fib'l  alive;  but  to  fay  truth,  1 look  upon  mv  prefent: 
circumflances  to  be  exadliy  the  fame  with  thofe  of  do-  • 
parted  fplrits.  The  heats  of  Gonflantinople  have  tlriveni 
me  to  tills  place,  which  perfectly  anfwers  the  dcfcriptioni 
of  the  Elyfian  fields.  I am  in  the  middle  of  a wood,, 
confifling  chiefly  of  fruit-trees,  watered,  by  a vaft  nuin-- 
her  ot  tountains,  famous  for  the  excellency  of  their  wa-- 
ter,  and  divided  into  many  fliady  walks,  upon  fnort  grafs,,j 
that  feems  to  tne  artificial,  but,  I am  afl'ured,  is  the  pur.e 

work  ot  nature within  view  of  the  Black  fea,  from 

whence  we  perpetually  enjoy  the  refrcfhment  of  cooil 
breezes,  that  make  us  infenhble  of  the  heat  of  the  fum- 
mcr.  The  village  is  only  inhabited  by  the  richell  a-- 
mongfl  the  Chriflians,  who  meet  every  night  at  a foun- 
tain, forty  paces  from  my  houfe,  to  ling  and  dance.  .The* 
beauty  and  drefs  of  the  womeu  exa6lly  refemble  the  ideas 
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of  the  ano'ient  nymphs,  as  they  are 

p^efentations  of  the  poets  and  painters,  ^ut  what  per 
Lades  me  m.ire  fully  of  my  deceafe,  is  tne  non  ^ 
my  own  mind,  the  profound  ignprance  I am  in,  ot  what 
palles  among  the  living  (which  only  comes  to  me  b 
Lance)  and  the  great  calmnefs  with  which  1 
Yet  I have  ilill  a hankering  after  my  friends  and  ac 
quaintances  left  in  the  world,  according  to  the  authority 
that  admirable  author, 

That /pints  departed  are  ’ivondrous  Und  / 

To  friends  and  relations  left  behind  : 

li/'bicb  nobody  can  deny. 

Or  which  folemn  truth,  I am  a dead  inftance.  I think- 
\rirgil  is  of  the  fame  opinion,  that  in  human  fouls  there 
will  Hill  be  foinc  remains  of  human  pallions: 

Cura  non  ipfa  in  morte  relinquunt. 

And  Yis  very  neceffary,-  to  make  a perfeoY  clynum, 
that  there  fhould  be  a river  LetJic,  which  I am  not  lb 
happy  as  to  find.  • To  fay  truth,  I am  fometimes  very 
weaiy  of  the  fingiug  and  dancing,  and  funfhine,  aiu 
with  for  the  fmoke  and  impertmencics  in  which  you  toil , 
though  1 endeavour  to'perfuade  myfell,  that  1 hve  in 
more  agreeable  va;-iety  than  you  do  j and  t ^ 
fetting  of  partridges-,  TueCday,  reading  Eng  i , 
nefday,  during  in  tlic  Turkifli  language,  (m  which  by 
the  way,  1 am  already  very  learned-,)  Thuifday,  cla - 
fical  authors-,  Friday,  fpent  in  writing-,  Saturday,  at 
• mv  needle  1 and  Sunday,  admitting  of  vifits,  and  heaiin^ 
of  mufic,  is  a better  way  of  difpofing  of  the  week-  tna« 
Mondav,  at  the  drawing  room  ; Tuefday,lady  Mo -tm  s , 
.Wedne'fday,  at  the  opera;  Thurfday,  the  pla}  ; friday, 
Mrs  Chetwvnd’s,  See.  a perpetual  round  of  heaving  the 
fame  fcandal,  and  feeing  the  fame  follies  aided  over  and 
over,  which  here  aflea  me  no  moi'e  than  they  do  other 
dead  people.  I can  now  hear  of  difplealing  things, with 
pity,  and  without  indignation.  The  reriection  on  the 
great  guhih  between  you  and  me;  cools  all  news  t at 
come  iiithcr.  . Ucan  neither  be  fenfibly  touched  with  joy 

V %. 
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er  grieT,  when  I confi  Jer,  that  poinbly  the  caufe  of  either 
js  removed,  beiore  the  letter  comes  to  my  hands.  But  (as 
I laid  before)  this  indolence  docs  not  extend  to  my  few 
fi  iendfliips  5 I am  ftill  warmly  fenhble  of  yours  and  Air 
Congreve  s,  and  defire  to  live  in  your  remembrance,  tiiouch 
dead  to  all  the  world  belidc. 


I am,  &c.  &C. 


LET.  XXXVII. 


TO  THE  LADY 


Belgrade  Village^  June  r 7.  O.  S. 


I 


X HEARTILY  beg  your  ladyfhip’s  pardon  •,  but  I real- 
ly could  not  forbear  laughing  heartily  at  your  letter,  and 
the  commiffions  you  are  pleaied  to  honour  me  with.  You 
defire  me  to  buy  you  a Greek  Have,  who  is  to  be  millrefs 
of  a thou  land  good  qualities.  The  Greeks  are  fubjeds, 
and  not  flaves.  Thofe  who  are  to  be  bought  in  that 
manner,  are  either  fuch  as  are  taken  in  war,  or  fiolen  by 
the  T artars  from  Ruflia,  Circaifia,  or  Georgia,  and  are  fuch 
miferable,  awkw-ard,  poor  wretches,  you  w'ould  not  think 
any  of  them  worthy  to  be  your  houfe-maids.  ’Tis  true 
Hiat  many  thoufands  were  taken  in  the  Korea  ; but  they 
have  been,  moft  of  them,  redeemed  by  the  charitable 
contributions  of  the  Ghrillians,  or  ranfomed  by  their  own 
relations  at  Venice.  The  fine  flaves  that  wait  linnn  tli« 


am 
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am  afraid  you  will  doubt  the  truth  of  this  account,  which, 
I own,  is  very  diflercnt  from  our  common  notions  in  Eng- 
land ; but  it  is  no  lefs  truth  for  all  tiiat. Your  whole 

letter  is  full  of  miftakes,  from  one  end  to  the  other.  I 
fee  you  have  taken  your  ideas  of  Turkey,  from  that  wor- 
thy author  Dumont,  who  has  wrote  with  equal  ignorance 
and  confidence.  ’TIs  a particular  plcafure  to  me  here,  to 
read  the  voyages  to  tlie  Levant,  which  are  generally  fo  far 
removed  irom  truth,  and  fo  lull  of  abfurdities,  I am  very 
well  diverted  with  them.  They  never  fail  giving  you  an 
account  of  the  women,  whom,  TIs  certain,  they  never 
faw,  and  talking  veiy  wifely  of  the  genius  of  the  men, 
into  whofe  company  they  are  never  admitted ; and  very 
oilen  del'cribe  mofques,  which  they  dare  net  even  pec;p 
into.  The  Turks  arc  very  proud,  and  will  not  converfe 
with  a ftranger  they  are  not  allured  is  conlldtrable  in  his 
own  countjy.  I fpeak  of  the  men  of  dillinclion  ; for,  as 
to  the  ordinary  fellows,  you  may  imagine  what  ideas 
their  converfation  can  give  of  the  general  genius  of  the 
people. 

As  to  the  balm  of  Mecca,  I will  certainly  fend  you  fome ; 
but  it  is  not  fo  eafily  got  as  you  fuppfe  it,  and  I can- 
not, in  confclence,  advile  you  to  make  ufe  of  it.  I know 
not  how  it  comes  to  have  fuch  univerfal  applaufe.  All 
tlic  ladies  of  ray  acquaintance  at  London  and  Vienna, 
have  begged  me  to  fend  pots  of  it  to  them.  I have  had 
a prefent  of  a fniall  quantity  (which.  Til  affure  you,  is 
veiy  valuable)  of  the  belt  fort,  and  with  great  joy  ap- 
plied it  to  my  f^ace,  expelling  fomc  wonderful  eflcdl  to  my 
advantage.  The  next  morning,  the  change  indeed  tvas 
wondertiil ; my  face  was  fw'cllcd  to  a very  extraordinary 
(ize,  and  all  over  as  red  as  my  lady  H ^’s.  It  remain- 

ed in  this  lamentable  Ible  tlirce  days,  during  which,  you 
may  be  fure,  I paffed  my  time  very  ill.  1 believed  it 
would  nei-er  be  otherways  ; and  to  add  to  my  mortifica- 
tion, Mr  W y reproached  my  indiferetion,  without 

ceafing.  However,  my  face  is  fince  infiatu  quo'^  nay,  I 
am  told  by  the  ladies  here,  that  it  is  much  mended  by  the 
«^.cration.  which,  I conlefs,  I cannot  perceive  in  my  look- 
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ing-glafs.  Indeed,  if  one  was  Co  form  an  opinion  of 
this  balm  from  their  faces,  one  IhoiilJ  think  very  well  of 
it.  They  all  make  ufe  of  it,  and  have  ^lie  loveliclf  bloom 
in  the  world.  For  my  part,  I never  intend  to  endure 
the  pain  of  it  again  5 let  my  complexion  take  its  natural 
courfe,  and  decay  in  its  own  due  time.  I have  very  lit- 
tle efleem  tor  medicines  of  this  nature ; but  do  as  you 
pleafe,  madam;  only  remember,  before  you  ufe  it,  that 
ycur  face  will  not  be  fuch  as  you  will  care  to  fliew  in  tlie 
drawing  room  for  fome  days  after.  If  one  was  to  believe 
the  w'omen  in  this  country,  there  is  a furcr  way  of  making  , 
one’s  felf  beloved,  than  by  becoming  handfome  ; though, 
you  know  that’s  our  method.  But  they  pretend  to  the 
knowledge  of  fecrets,  that,  byway  of  inchantment,  give 
them  the  entire  empire  over  whom  they  pleafe.  For  me, 
who  am  not  very  apt  to  believe  in  wonders,  I cannot 
find  faith  for  this.  I difputcd  the  point  lall  night  with  a- 
lady,  w'ho  really  talks  very  fcnfibly  on  any  other  fubjedf; 
but  file  w’as  downright  angry  with  me,  in  that  flie  did 
not  perc  eive,  the  had  perfuaded  me  of  the  truth  of  forty 
ftorics  the  told  me  of  this  kind  ; and,  at  laft,  mentioned 
feveral  ridiculous  marriages,  that  there  could  be  no  other 
reafon  afTigned  for.  I allured  her,  that,  in  England, 
where  we  were  entirely  ignorant  of  all  magic,  where  the 
climate  is  not  half  fo  warm,  nor  the  women  half  fo  hand- 
fome, we  were  not  without  our  ridiculous  marriages*,  and 
that  wfc  did  not  look  upon  it  as  any  thing  fupernatural, 
when  a man  played  the  fool,  for  the  fake  of  a woman. 
But  my  arguments  could  not  convince  her  againft  (as 
file  faid)  her  cerf’ln  knowledge.  To  this  the  added, 
that  the  fcrupled  making  ufe  of  charms  hcrfelf ; but  that 
the  could  do  it  whenever  tire  pleafed ; and,  ftaring  me 
in  the  /ace,  faid,  (with  a ^ery  learned  air)  that  no  en- 
chantments w'ould  have  their  effecls  upon  me;  and  that 
there  w'ere  fome  people  exempt  from  tlieir  power,  but 
very  few.  You  may  imagine  how  I laughed  at  this  dit 
courfe ; but  all  the  women  are  of  the  fame  opinion. 
They  don’t  pretend  to  any  commerce  with  the  devil  ; but 
only  that  there  are  certain  compotltions  adapted  to  infpire 
love.  li  one  could  fend  over  a ihip-load  of  them,  1 fancy 

it 
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it  w6uld  be  a very  quick  way  of  raifing  an  eAate.  What 
would  not  foine  ladies  of  cur  acquaintance  give  for  fucli 

merchandize  ? Adieu,  my  dear  lady . I cannot 

conclude  my  letter  with  a fubjecl  that  afldrds  more  de- 
lightful feenes  to  the  imagination.  I leave  you  to  figure 
to  yourfelf  the  extreme  court  that  will  be  made  to  me, 
at  my  return,  if  my  travels  fhould  furnifliine  with  fucha 
ufefu]  piece  of  learning. 

I am,  dear  madam,  yours,  &c.  &c. 


L E T.  XXXVIII. 

♦ ^ 

TO  MRS  T 

Fcra  of  Conjlantino^le^  Jan.  4.  O.  S. 

X AM  infinitely  obliged  to  you,  dear  Mrs  T for 

your  entertaining  letter.  You  arc  tlie  only  one  of  my 
correfpondents  that  have  judged  right  enough,  to  think  I 
would  gladly  be  informed  of  the  news  aniougll:  you.  All 
the  red  of  them  tell  me,  (almoft  in  the  fame  words)  that 
they  fuppofe  1 know  every  thing.  Why  they  are  pleafed 
to  fuppofe  in  this  manner,  I can  guefs  no  rcalon,  except 
they  aie  perfuaded,  that  tlie  breed  of  Mahomet’s  pigeon 
fful  fubfills  in  this  country,  and  that  I receive  lupema- 
tural  intelligence.  I wifh  I could  return  your  goodnefs 
with  fome  diverting  accounts  from  hence.  But  I know 
not  what  part  of  the  feenes  here  would  gratify  your 
cur^cfity,  or  whether  you  have  any  curioCty  at  all  for 
things  fo  far  diAant.  To  fay  the  truth,  I am  at  this  pre- 
fent  writing,  not  very  much  turned  for  the  recolledion 
of  what  is  diverting,  my  head  being  wholly  filled  with 
the  preparations  neceflary  for  the  increafe  of  my  family, 
which  1 expend  every  day.  You  may  enfily  guefs  at  my 
uneafy  fituation.  But  I am,  however,  .comforted  in  fome 
<iegree,  by  the  gloiy  that  accrues  to  me  fi’om  it,  and 
reflefUon  on  the  contempt  I fhould  otherwife  fall  under. 
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You  won’t  know  what  to  make  of  this  fpeech ; but,  in 
this  country,  ’tis  more  defpicable  to  be  married  and  not 
fruitful,  than  ’tis  with  us  to  be  fruitful  before  marriage. 
They  have  a notion,  tliat  wlienever  a woman  leaves  otl 
bringing  forth  children,  ’tis  becaufe  flie  is  too  old  for  that 
bufinefs,  whatever  her  face  fays  to  the  contrary.  This 
opinion  makes  tlie  ladies  here  fo  ready  to  make  proofs  of 
their  youth,  (which  is  as  neceflary,  in  order  to  be  a r e- 
ceeved  beauty^  as  it  is  to  fhew  the  proofs  of  nobility,  to  be 
admitted  knights  of  Malta ) that  they  do  not  content  them" 
felves  with  uhng  the  natural  means,  but  ily  to  all  forts 
of  quackeries,  to  avoid  the  fcandal  of  being  part  child- 
bearing, and  often  kill  themfelves  by  them.  Without 
any^  exaggeration,  all  the  women  of  my  acquaintance  have 
twelve  or  thirteen  children ; and  the  old  ones  boaft  of 
having  had  five  and  twenty,  or  thirty  a-piece,  and  are 
rcfpetflcd  according  to  the  number  they  have  produced. 

When  they  are  witli  child,  ’tis  their  common  ex- 

prellion  to  fay,  ^hey  hope  God’u  Hl  be  fo  merciful  as  to  fend 
them  tii>o  this  time ; and  when  I have  afked  them  fome- 
times.  How  they  expelled  to  provide  for  fuch  a flock  as 
they  dehre  ? They  anfwcred.  That  the  plague  will  certain- 
ly kill  half  of  them  ; which,  indeed,  generally  happens, 
without  much  concern  to  the  parents,  who  are  fatisfied 
with  the  vanity  of  having  brought  forth  fo  plentifully. 
The  French  ambalTadrefs  is  forced  to  comply  with  tins 
fafluon  as  well  as  myd'elf.  She  has  not  been  here  much 
above  a year,  and  has  lain  In  once,  and  is  big  again. 
What  is  moft  wonderful,  is,  the  exemption  they  feem  to  en- 
joy from  the  curfe  entailed  on  the  fcx.  They  fee  all  com- 
pany on  the  day  of  their  delivery,  and,  at  the  fortnight’s 
end,  return  vlfits,  fet  out  in  their  jewels  and  new  clotlies. 

1 wifh  I may  find  the  influence  of  the  climate  in  tliis  jw- 
ticular.  But  I fear  I fliall  continue  an  Englifli  woman  in 
that  affair,  as  well  as  I do  In  my  dread  of  fire  and  plague, 
which  are  two  things  very  little  feared  here.  Moft  fami- 
lies have  had  their  houfes  burnt  down  once  or  twice,  occa- 
fioned  by  their  extraordinary  way  of  warming  themfelves, 
which  is  neither  by  chimnies  nor  ftoves,  but  by  a certain 
machine  called  a Undour^  the  height  of  two  feet,  in  the 

form 
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fonn  of  a table,  covered  with  a fine  carpet  or  cmbroideiy. 
This  is  made  only  of  wood,  and  they  put  into  it  a fmall 
quantity  of  hot  aflies,  and  fit  with  their  legs  under  the 
carpet.  At  this  table  they  work,  read,  and  very  often 
fleep ; and,  if  they  chance  to  dream,  kick  down  the  ten- 
dow\  and  the  hot  alhes  comn;only  let  tlie  hoiifc  on  fii'C. 
Tl.ere  were  five  hundred  houles  burnt  in  this  manner 
about  a lortnighl  ago,  and  1 have  feen  feveral  of  the  own- 
ers fince,  who  ieem  not  at  all  moved  at  lo  common  a mif- 
fortune.  They  put  their  goods  into  a bark^  and  lee  their 
houfes  burn  with  great  philofophy,  their  perfons  being 
very  feldcm  endangered,  having  no  flairs  to  dclcend. 

But,  having  entertained  you  with  things  I don  t like, 
’tis  but  jiill  I fhould  tell  you  fomething  that  pleafes  me. 
The  elim.ate  is  delightiul  in  the  extremell  degree.  I am 
now  fitting,  thisprelent  fourth  of  January,  with  the  win- 
dows open,  enjoying  the  warm  fliine  of  the  fun,  while 
you  are  freezing  over  a fad  fea-coal  fire  5 and  my  cham- 
ber is  fet  out  with  carnatiens,  roles,  and  jonquils,  trefh  from 
my  garden.  I am  aKo  channed  with  many  points  of  the 
Turkifh  law,  to  our  fhame  be  it  fpoken,  letter  defigned, 
and  better  executed  thanxiurs;  particulaily,_  the  p-nnifh- 
ment  of  cenvifltd  liars  (triumphant  criminals  in  our  coun- 
tiy.  Cod  J- nows:)  They  arc  burnt  in  the  Ibrehead  with  a 
hot  iron,  when  they  are  proved  the  authors  of  any  noto- 
ricus  falfehoods.  How'  many  white  foreheads  fhould  v e 
fee  disfigured  ! How  many  fine  gentlemen  would  be  for  ced 
to  wear  their  wigs  as  low  as  tiieir  eye-brows,  were  this 
law  in  pra<5rtce  with  us  1 1 fljould  go  on  to  tell  you  many 
other  parts  of  juftice,  but  I mull  fend  for  my  ntiawile. 
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LET.  XXXIX. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  

Fera  of  Gonfantinople^  March  lo.  O.  S. 

X HAVE  not  written  to  you,  dear  fifler,  thefe  many 

months a great  piece  of  felf-denial.  But  I know 

not  where  to  direiil;,  or  what  part  of  the  world  you  ai'e 
in.  I have  received  no  letter  from  you  fiiice  that  fliort 
note  of  April  lad,  in  which  you  tell  me,  that  you  are  on 
the  point  of  leaving  England,  andpronaifc  me  a dircclion 
for  the  place  you  day  in  ; but  1 have,  in  vain,  expeded . 
it  till  now;  and  now  I only  learn  from  the  gazette,  that 
you  are  returned,  which  induces  me  to  venture  this  letter 
to  your  houfe  at  London.  I had  rather  ten  of  my  letters 
fhould  be  lod,  than  you  imagine  I Son’t  write  ; and  I 
think  it  is  hard  fortune,  if  one  in  ten  don’t  reach  you. 
However,  I am  refolved  to  keep  the  copies,  as  tedimonics 
of  my  inclination,  to  give  you,  to  the  utmod  of  my  power, 
all  the  diverting  part  of  my  travels,  while  you  arc  ex- 
empt from  all  the  fatigues  and  inconveniencics. 

In'  the  fird  place,  then,  I wifh  you  joy  of  your  nlcccv; 
for  I was  brouglit  to  bed  of  a daughter  * live  weeks  ago. 

I don’t  mention  this  as  one  of  my  diverting  adventures,; 
though  I mud  own,  that  it  is  not 'half  fo  mortifying  here 
as  in  England;  there  being  as  much  difference,  as  there 
is  between  a little  cold  in  the  hea'd,  which  fometimes  hap- 
pens here,  and  tlis  confumption  cough,  fo  common  in 
London.  No  body  keeps  their  houfe  a month  for  lying 
in  ; an  1 I am  not  lo  fond  of  any  of  our  cu/lom',  as  to  re- 
tain them  when  they  are  not  neceffary.  I returned  my 
vlfits  at  three  weeks  end  ; and,  about  four  da'v's  ago,  crof- 
fed  the  fea,  whicli  divides  this  place  from  OondantinopJo, 
to  make  a new  one,  where  I had  tlic  good  fortune  to  pick 

up 
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up  many  curiofities.  I went  to  fee  the  fultana  hantcn, 
favourite  of  the  late  emperor  Muftapha,  who,  you  know, 
(or  perhaps  you  don’t  know)  was  depofed.  by  his  brother, 
the  reigning  fultan,  and  died  a few  weeks  after,  being 
poifoned,  as  it  was  generally  believed.  This  lady  was, 
immediately  after  his  death,  faluted  with  an  abmnite  or- 
der to  leave  the.  feraglio,  and  chiife  her  fell  a huiband  a- 
mong  the  great  men  at  the  Porte.  I fuppofe  you  may 
imagine  her  oveijoyed  at  this  propofal.— C^uite  ihe^con- 

ti-ary. Thefe  women,  who  are  called,  and  elteein 

themfelves  queens,  look  upon  tins  liberty  as  the  gi  eatelt 
difgrace  and  afiront  that  can  happen  to  them.  She  threw 
herfclf  at  the  fultan’s  feet,  and  begged  him  to  poniard 
her,  rather  than  ufe  his  brother’s  widow  witli  that  con- 
tempt. She  reprefented  to  him,  in- agonies  of  iorrow,  that 
fhe  was  privileged  from  this  misfortune,  by  having  brought 
five  princes  into  the  Ottoman  family  *,  but  all  the  boys  be- 
ing dead,  and  only  one  girl  furviving,  this  excule  u as 
not  received,  and  flie  was  compelled  to  make  her  choice. 
She  chofe  Bekir  Etieiidi,  then  fecrelary  of  ftate,  and  above 
fourfeore  years  old,  to  convince  the  world,  that  fhe  nrm- 
ly  intended  to  keep  thfe  vow  flic  h.ad  made,  of  never  iiif- 
fering  a fecond  hufband  to  approach  her  bed  ; and  fmee 
fhe  muft  honour  feme  fubjedt  fo  far,  as  to  be  called  11s 
wife,  flie  would  chufe  him  as  a mark  of  her  gratiUide, 
fince  it  was  he  that  had  prclented  her,  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  *to  her  laft  lord.  But  fhe  never  permitted  him  to 
pay  her  one  vifit ; though  it  is  now  fifteen  j ears  Ihe  has 
been  in  his  home,  wliere  fhe  pafles  her  time  in  unintcr- 
rup>ted  mourning,  with  a conflancy  very  little  knev.n  in 
Chriftendom,  efpecially  in  a widow  of  one  and  twenty, 
for  fhe  is  now  but  thiity-fix.  She  has  no  black  eunuchs 
for  iier  guard,  her  hufband  being  obliged  to  lefpeeft  her 
as  a r^ueen,  and  not  to  inquire  at  ail  into  what  is  done  in 
her  apartment. 

I WAS  led  into  a large  room,  with  a fofa  the  whole 
length  of  it.  adorned  with  white  marlile  pillais  lihe  a 
ruef/e,  covered  with  pale  blue  figured  velvet,  on  a (liver 

ground,  witli  cufhions  of  tlx  fame,  where  J uai  e'clneM.  to 

repofe. 
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repofe,  tUl  the  fultana  appeared,  who  had  contrived  this 
manner  of  reception,  to  avoid  riling  up  at  iny  entrance, , 
tlmugh  fhe  made  me  an  inclination  of  her  head,  when  I 
role  up  to  her.  I was  very  glad  to  obferye  a lady  that 
had  been  diltinguidied  by  the  favour  of  an  emperor,  to  i 
whom  beauties  were,  every  day,  prefented  from  all  parts ; 
of  the  world.  But  fhe  did  not  feem  to  me,  to  have  ever 
been  half  fo  beautiful  as  the  fair  Fatima  I faw  at  Adria- 
iiople  ; though  fhe  had  the  remains  of  a fine  face,  more 
decayed  by  forrow  than  time.  But  her  drefs  was  fome^ 
thing  fo  furprillngly  rich,  that  I cannot  forbear  deferibing 
it  to  you.  She  wore  a veil  called  dualma^  which  differs 
fi'om  a cafian  by  longer  lleeves,  and  folding  over  at  the 
bottom.  It  was  of  purple  cloth,  llrait  to  her  fhape,  and 
tliiek  fet,  on  each  fide,  down  to  her  feet,  and  round  the 
fleeves,  with  pearls  of  the  befl  water,  of  the  fame  flze  as 
their  buttons  commonly  are.  You  mull  not  fuppofe,  that 

I mean  as  large  as  thole  of  my  Lord , but  about  the 

bignels  of  a pea;  and  to  thefe  buttons  large  loops  of  dia- 
nionds,  in  the  form  of  thofe  gold  loops,  fo  common  on 
birth-day  coats.  This  habit  was  tied,  at  the  waill,  with 
two  large  tall'els  of  fmaller  pearls,  and  round  the  arms  em- 
broidered with  large  diamonds.  Her  Ihift  was  fallened  at 
the  bottom  with  a great  diamond,  fhaped  like  a lozenge  ; 
her  girdle  as  broad  as  the  broadell  Englifh  ribband,  en- 
tirely covered  with  diamonds.  Round  her  neck  flie  wore 
three  chains,  which  reached  to  her  knees  j one  of  large 
])earl,  at  the  bottom  of  which  hung  a fine  coloured  eme- 
rald, as  big  as  a turkey-egg ; another,  confilling  of  twohun- 
di  ed  emeralds,  clofe  joined  togetlrer,  of  the  moft  lively  green, 
]ierfeaiy  matched,  every  one  as  large  as  a lialf-crown 
j>iece,  and  as  thick  as  three  crown  pieces,  and  another  of 
fmall  emeralds,  perfedlly  round.  But  her  ear-rings  eclipfed 
all  the  rell.  They  were  two  diamonds,  fhaped  exadlly 
like  pears,  as  large  as  a big  hazle-nut.  Round  her  talpoche 

fbe  had  four  firings  of  pearl  the  whitell  and  mofl 

perfeR  in  the  world,  at  lead  enough  to  make  four  neck- 
laces, every  one  as  large  as  the  duchels  of  Marlborough’s 
and  of  the  fame  fliape,  faflcned  with  two  rofe?,  confilling 
of  a laige  rucy  fur  the  middle  flone,  and  round  thent 

twenty 


LETTERS.  125 

twenty  drops  of  clean  diamonds  10  each.  Bcfldes  this,  her 
head-diefs  was  covered  with  bodkins  of  emeralds  and  dia- 
monds. She  wore  large  diamond  bracelets,  and  had  nve 
rings  on  her  fingers  (except  Mr  Pitt’s)  the  larged  I ever 
faw  in  mr  life.  ’Tis  for  jewellers  to  compute  the  value 
of  thefe  things ; but,  according  to  the  common  eftimatisn 
of  jewels,  in  our  part  of  the  world,  her  whole  drefs  mail 
be  worth  a hiuidred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  This!  am 
fure  of,  that  no  European  queen  has  half  the  quantity  5 
and  the  emprefs’s  jewels,  though  very  fine,  would  look 
very  mean  near  her’s.  She  gave  me  a dinner  of  fifty 
difites  of  meat,  which  (alter  their  fafiiion)  were  placed  on 
the  table  but  one  at  a time,  and  was  extremely  tedious. 
But  the  magnificence  of  her  table  anfwered  very  well  to 
tliat  of  her  drefs.  The  knives  were  ol  gold,  and  the  hafts 
fet  with  diamonds.  But  the  piece  of  luxury  wlficli  grieved 
my  eyes,  was  the  table-cloth  and  napkins,  which  \\  ere  all 
tiffany,  embroidered  with  filk  and  gold,  in  the  fined  man- 
ner, in  natural  flowers.  It  was  with  the  utmoft  regret 
that  I made  ufe  of  thefe  coftly  napkins,  which  wefe  as 
finely  wrought  as  the  fined  handkerchiefs  that  ever  came 
out  of  this  country.  You  may  be  fure,  that  they  were 
entirely  fpoiled  before  dinner  was  over.  The  fherbet 
(which  is  the  liquor  they  drink  at  meals)  was  ferved  in 
china  bowls;  but  the  covers  and  falvers  mafly  gold. 
After  dinner,  water  was  brought  in  gold  bafons,  and  towels 
of  the  fame  kind  withthe  napkins,  which  I very  un  willingly 
wiped  my  hands  upon,  and  coffee  was  ferved  in  china, 
W'ith  gold  foucoups  *. 

- 

The  fultana  feemed  in  a very  good  humour,  and  talk- 
ed to  me  with  the  utmod  civility.  I did  not  omit  this 
opportunity  of  learning  all  tliat  I polfibly  could  of  the  fera- 
glio,  which  is  fo  entirely  unknown  amongd  us.  She  affured 
me,  that  the  dory  of  the  fultan’s  tbrov/mg-a  handkerchief, 
is  altogether  fabulous;  and  the  manner,  upon  that  occa- 
Con,  no  other  than  this  : He  fends  the  kyjlir  aga,  to  fignify 
to  the  lady  the  honour  he  intends  her.  She  is  immediate- 
ly complimented  upon  it,  by  the  others,  and  led  to  the 


» Sauwrs. 
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bath,  where  fiie  is  perfumed  and  drcffed  in  the  mofl  mag- 
niiicent  and  becoming  manner.  The  emperor  precedes 
hhi  vilit  by  a royal  prel'ent,  and  then  comes  into  her  apart- 
ment : neither  is  there  any  fuch  thing  as  her  creeping  in 
at  the  bed’s  foot.  She  faid,  that  the  firft  he  made  choice 
of  was  always  after  the  firll  in  rank,  and  not  the  mother 
of  the  cldefi;  fon,  as  other  writers  would  make  us  believe. 
Sometimes  the  fultan  diverts  himfelf  in  the  company  of 
all  his  ladies,  who  ftand  in  a circle  round  him.  And  Ihe 
con  efled,  they  were  ready  to  die  with  envy  and  jcaloufy 
of  the  happy  Jhe  that  he  dillinguilhed  by  any  appearance 
of  preference.  But  this  feemed  to  me  neither  better  nor 
worfe  than  the  circles  in  moll  courts,  where  the  glance  of 
the  monarch  is  watclied,  and  every  I'mile  is  waited  for 
with  impatience,  and  envied  by  tliofe  who  cannot  ob- 
tain it. 

She  never  mentioned  the  fultan  withotit  tears  in  her 
eyes,  yet  Ihe  ieemed  very  fond  of. the  dlfcourfe.  ‘‘My 
“ jJafl  happinefs,  faid  y/;e,  appears  a dream  to  me.  Yet 
“ I cannot  forget,  that  I was  beloved  by  the  greatell  and ' 
“ moft  lovely  of  mankind.  I was  chofen  from  all  the  red, 
“ to  make  all  his  campaigns  with  him  ; and  I would  not 
“ furvive  liiin,  if  1 was  not  paflionately  fond  of  the  prin- 
“ cefs  my  daughter.  Y"et  all  my  tendernefs  for  her  was 
“ hardly  enough  to  make  me  preferve  my  life.  When  I 
“ leit  him,  I pail'ed  a wliole  twelvemonth  without  feeing 
“ the  light.  Time  has  foftened  my  defpair;  yet  I now 
“ pafs  fome- days  every  week  in  tears,  devoted  to  tlie  ■ 
“ memory  of  my  fultan.”  There  was  no  afiedation  in 
thefe  words,  it  was  eafy  t®  fee  ihe  was  in  a deep  melan- 
choly, though  her  good  humour  made  her  willing  to  divert 
me. . 


She  aiked  me  to  walk  in  her  garden,  and  one  of  her 
ilaves  immediately  .brought  her  a pelllcc  of  rich  brocade 
lined  whli  lablcs.  I waited  on  her  into  the  garden, 
which  had  nothing  in  it  remarkable  but  the  fountains  ; 
and  from  thence  ihe  iliewed  me  all  her  apartment.'-.  In  her 
bed-chamber,  her  toilet  was  difplayed,  conliiliiig  of  two 

looking- 
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looklng-glaffes,  the  frames  covered  with  pearls,  and  her 
night  talpoche  fet  with  bodkins  ot  jewels,  and  near  it 
three  veils  of  fine  fables,  every  one  of  which  is,  at  le^l, 
worth  a thoufand  dollars,  (two  hundted  pounds  Englifla 
money.)  I don’t  doubt  but  thele  rich  habits  were  pur- 
pofely  placed  in  fight,  though  they  feemcd  negligently 
thrown  on  the  fofa.  When  I took  my  leave  of  her,  I 
was  comjdimented  with  perfumes,  as  at  the  grand  vi- 
zier’s, and  prefented  with  a very  fine  embroidered  hand- 
kerchief. Her  Haves  were  to  the  number  of  thirty,  be- 
fidcs  ten  little  ones,  the  eldell  not  above  feven  years  old. 
Thele  were  tlie  moll  beautihil  girls  I ever  law,  all  rich- 
Iv  drefled ; and  I obferved  that  the  fultana  took  a great 
deal  of  plcafure  in  theie  lovely  children,  which  is  a vail 
cxpence ; for  there  is  not  a handfome  girl  of  tnat  age  to 
be  bought  under  a hundred  pounds  fterling.  They  wore 
little  garlands  of  flowers,  and  their  own  hair,  braided, 
which  was  all  their  head-drefs  ; but  their  habits  were  all 
of  gold  flutfs.  Thefe  ferved  her  coffee  kneeling  ; brought 

water  when  £he  walked,  &c. ’ fis  a great  part  of  the 

work  of  the  older  Haves  to  take  care  of  thele  young  girl=, 
to  learn  them  to  embroider,  and  to  terve.them  as  careful- 
ly as  if  they  were  children  of  tlic  family.  Now,  do  you 
imagine  I have  entertained  you,  all  this  while,  with  a re- 
lation that  has,  at  lead,  received  many  embellilhments  from 
my  hand  ? This,  you  will  lay,  is  but  too  like  the  Arabian 
tales. — Thefe  enibroidered  napkins  ! and  a jewel  as  large 
as  a turkey’s  egg ! — You  forget,  dear  filler,  thofe  very 
tales  were  written  by  an  author  ol  this  country,  and  (ex- 
cepting the  enchantments)  are  a real  reprefentation  ol  tnc 
manners  here.  We  travellers  are  in  very  hard  circuin- 
Hances:  If  we  fay  nothing  but  what  lias  been  faid  before 
us,  we  are  dull^  and  we  have  obferved  nothing.  If  we  tell 
any  thing  new,  we  are  laughed  at  as  fabulous  and  romantic^ 
■not  allowing  either  for  the  difi’erence  ot  ranks,  which  af- 
fords difference  of  company,  or  more  curiofity,  or  the 
change  of  cullo.ms,  that  happen  every  twenty  years  In 
kvery  country.  But  the  truth  is,  people  judge  of  travel- 
lers, exa^ly  with  the  lame  candour,  good  nature,  and 
irnpartiality,  they  judge  ot  their  neighbours  upon  all  occa- 
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fioiis.  For  iny  part,  if  1 livo  to  return  amongfl:  you,  I ara 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  morals  of  all  my  dear  fiiend* 
and  acquaintances,  that  I am  refolved  to  tell  them  no- 
thing at  all,  to  avoid  the  imputation  (which  their  charity 
would  certainly  incline  them  to)  of  my  telling  too  much. 
But  I depend  upon  your  knowing  me  enough,  to  believe 
whatever  I ferioully  alTert  for  truth  5 though  I give  you 
leave  to  be  furprifed  at  an  account  lo  new  to  you.  But 
what  would  you  fay  if  I told  you,  that  I have  been  in  a 
haram,  where  the  winter  apartment  was  wainfeoted  with 
inlaid  work  of  motlier  of  pearl,  ivory  of  dilferent  colours, 
and  olive  wood,  exactly  like  the  little  boxes  you  have  feea 
brought  out  of  this  country  ; and  in  whofe  rooms  dcllgn- 
ed  for  furamer,  the  walls  arc  all  crufled  with  japan  china, 
the  roofs  gilt,  and  the  floors  fpread  with  the  finefl  Perfian 
carpets?  Yet  there  is  nothing  more  true  ; fuch  is  the  pa- 
lace of  my  lovely  friend,  the  lair  Fatima,  whom  I was 
acquainted  with  at  Adrianople.  I went  to  villt  her  yef- 
terday ; and,  if  poflible,  Ihe  appeared  to  me  handfomer 
tlian  before.  She  met  me  at  the  door  of  her  chamber, 
and,  giving  me  her  hand  with  the  bell  grace  in  the  world ; 
You  Ghrillian  ladles  (faid  ftie,  with  a fmile  that  made  her 
as  beautiful  as  an  angel)  have  the  reputation  of  incon- 
llancy,  and  I did  not  expeA,  whatever  goodnefs  you  ex- 
prelfed  for  meat  Adrianople,  that  I fliould  ever  fee  you 
again.  But  I am  now  convinced  that  I have  really  the 
liappinefs  of  plealing  you;  and,  if  you  knew  how  I Ipeak 
of  you  amongll  our  ladies,  you  would  be  affured,  that 
you  do  me  juflicein  making  me  your  friend.  She  placed 
me  in  the  corner  of  the  fofa,  and  1 fpent  the  alternoon  in 
her  cpnverfalion,  with  the  greatcfl  pleafure  in  the  world. 

I'he  fultana  Mafiten  is,  what  one  would  naturally  ex- 

peci  to  find  a Turkifh  Isdy,  willing  to  oblige,  but  not 
knowing  how  to  go  about  it;  and  ’tls  eafy  to  lee,  in  her 
manner,  that  flie  has  lived  excluded  from  the  world.  But 
Fatima  has  all  the  politenefs  and  good  breeding  of  a 
court,  with  an  air  that  inlpires,  at  once,  refpiJcd  and  ten- 
dernefs ; and  now,  that  I underfland  her  language,  I find 
her  wit  as  agreeable  as  her  beauty.  She  is  very  curious 
after  the  manners  of  other  countries,  and  has  not  the 

partiality 
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partiality  for  her  own,  fo  common  in  little  niiud^.  "A 
Greek  that  I carried  with  me,  who  had  never  feen  her 
before,  (nor  could  liave  been  admitted  now,  if  die  had 
not  been  in  my  train,)  fliewed  tliat  furprife  at  her  beau- 
ty and  manners,  which  is  unavoidable  at  the  firft  fight, 

and  faid  to  me  in  Italian, T^bis  is  no  Turkifi  lady ^ fie 

is  certainly  fome  Ghrifiav.. Fatima  guefled  the  fpokc  of 

her,  and  aficed  what  fhe  faid.  1 would  not  have  told  her, 
thinking  ihe  would  have  been  no  better  pleafed  with  the 
compliment,  than  one  of  our  court  beauties  to  b6  told  /he 
had  the  air  of  a Turk  j but  the  Greek  lady  told  it  to  her; 

1 and  file  fmiled,  faying.  It  is  not  the  jifji  time  I have  heard 
fo:  my  mother  “uvit  a Foloneze^  taken  at  the  Jiege  of  Ca- 
minicc  ; and  my  father  tifed  to  rally  me,  faying^  He  believed 
bis  Cbrijitan  vnfe  bad  found  fome  gallant  ; for  that  I had 
not  the  air  of  a Tditrkifi  girl. — I a/fured  her,  that  if  all 
the  Turkifli  ladies  were  like  her,  it  was  abfolute  ncceflary 
to  confine  them  from  public  view,  for  the  repofe  of  man- 
kind; and  proceeded  to  tell  her,  what  a ncife  fuch  a face 
as  her3*would  make  in  London  or  Paris.  I can't  believe 
you^  replied  fiie  agreeably  *,  if  beauty  v'as  fo  much  valued 
in  your  country^  as  you  /ny,  they  -would  never  have  ftiffercd 
you  to  leave  it, — Perhaps,  dear  lifler,  you  laugh  at  my  va- 
nity in  repeating  this  compliment ; but  I only  do  it,  as^I 
think  it  very  well  turned,  and  give  it  you  as  an  infiance 
of  the  fpirit  of  her  converfation.  Her  houfe  was  mag- 
nificently furn'flied,  and  very  well  fan>.ied ; her  win- 
ter rooms  being  furniUrcd  widi  figured  velvet,  on  gold 
grounds,  and  thofe  for  fummer,  with  fine  Indian  cpiilting 
embroidered  with  gold.  The  houfesof  tl'.c  great  Turkini  la- 
dies are  kept  clean  with  as  much  nicety  as  thole  in  Holland. 
This  was  fituated  in  a high  part  of  the  town : and  from 
the  window  of  her  fummer  apartment,  we  had  the  pro- 
fpedl  of  the  fea,  the  iflands,  and  the  Afian  mountains. — 
My  letter  is  inftnfibly  grown  fo  long,  I am  afiiamed  ot 
it.  This  is  a very  bad  fvmptcm.  ’Tis  well  if  I don  t 
degenerate  into  a downriglit  fiory-teller.  It  may  be,  our 
proverb,,  that  knowledge  is  no  burden^  may  be  true,  as  to 
oim  s fclf,  but  knowing  too  niticli,  is  very  apt  to  make  us 
troublelomc  too  ther  people.  1 am,  &c,&c. 


LET. 
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TO  THE  LADY  

- Pera^  March  i6.  O.  S. 

AM  extremely  pleafcd,  my  dear  lady,  that  you  have,, 
at  length,  found  a commiffion  for  me,  that  I can  an%'er,, 
without  diiappointing  your  expedlations ; though  I mulL 
tell  you,  that  it  Is  not  fo  cafy  as  perhaps  you  think  it ;; 
and  that  if  my  curiofity  had  not  been  more  diligent  thani 
■any  other  ftranger’s  has  ever  yet  been,  I mult  have  an- 
fwercd  you  with  an  excufe,  as,  I was  forced  to  do,  when^ 

' you  defired'me  to  buy  you  a Creek  flave.  I have  got  forr 
you,  as  you  defire,  a Turkirti  love-letter,  which  I have  putt 
into  a little  box,  and  ordered  the  captain  of  the  Smyrniote: 
i to  deliver  it  to  you  with  this  letter.  The  tranllation  of  itt 
is  literally  as  follows : The  tint  piece  you  fliould  pull  out 
of  the  purfe,  is  a little  pearl,  which  is  in  Turkifh  callcdi 
■Ingi^  and  mull  be  undeiilood  in  this  manner; 

Senfin  Uzellerin  gingi 
Faireji  of  tbeycun^. 

Garemfilfcn  cararen  yok 
Conge  gulfum  timarin  yok 
Benfeny  chok  than  feverim 
Senin  benden,  haberin  yok. 

Trju  are  as  Jlendcr  as  the  clove  ! 

Tou  are  an  unblown  rofe  ! I 

< 1 have  long  loved,  you^  and  you  have  not- known  it  I 

Dcrdimc  derman  bul 
Have  pity  on  my  pafion  ! 

Birlerura  fahat  fahat 
I faint  every  hour! 


‘ Ermusj 


■^ul, 
for  juily 

Kiiiat, 

» Paper-f 


-Pearly 

Caremfil, 

’‘■ClOVCy 
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Ettnus,  Ver  bixe  bir  umut 

Pear,  me  fame  hol^e. 


Jabun, 

Soap^ 

Chemur, 

Coe/, 


Derdinrlen  oldum  zabun 

I am  Jick  ’U'itb  lov».  - 

••  ' 

IBen  olivim  fize  umur 
May  I 'die^  and  all  my  years  he  yours  ! 


Gill, 

A xofe, 

Hafir, 

A Jira’w, 


IBen  aglanim  fen  gul 
May  y'Gu  be  pleafed^  and  your  forrywi  mUiel 

IOliim  fana  yazir 
Suffer  me  to  be  your  Jlave, 


! Jo  ho,  I Ufiuae  bulunmaz  pahu 

' Cloth^  1 is  net  to  be  found. 

i - * 

I Tartfin,  I Sen  ghel  ben  chekeim  fenin  hergin  • 
i Cinnamon.,  \ But  my  foi  tune  is  yours. 


I Giro,  1 Elking-ilen  oldum  ghira 

! A match.,  [ 1 burn.,  I burn  I my  fame  confumes  me! 


I Sirma,  1 Uzunu  benden  a yirma 

) Goldthread,  | Don't  turn  av;ay  your  face. , 

! 

I Satch,  1 Bazmaziim  tatch 

1 Bair,  [’Crown  of  my  head! 


Uzum,  j Benim  iki  Guzum 

Grape,  j Afy  ^es .'  ^ 

Til,  1 Ulugorum  tez  ghel  , 

Gold  wire,  j I die — come  quickly.' 

And,  by  ^vay  of  pofifeript; 
Beber,  j Bize'bir  dogm  haber 

Peppet , 1 Send  me  an  anf.ver. 
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You  fee  this  letter  is  all  in  verfe,  and  I can  afTure  you, 
there  is  as  much  fancy  fiiewn  in.  the  choice  of  them,  as 
in  the  moil  tludied  cxprelTions  of  our  letters  j tliere  being, 
I believe,  a million  of  verfes  defigued  for  this  ufe.  There 
is  no  colour,  no  flower,  no  weed,  no  fruit,  herb,  pebble, 
or  featlier,  that  has  not  a verfe  belonging  to  it  j and  you 
may  quarrel,  reproach,  or  fend  letters  of  pallior,  friend- 
fiiip,  or  civilit}',  or  even  of  news,  without  ever  inking  your 
lingers. 

I FANCY  you  are  now  w-ondering  at  my  profound  lea/n- 
ingj  but,  alas  i dear  madam,  I am  almofl.  fallen  into  the 
misfortune  fo  common  to  the  ambitious  5 while  they  are 
employed  on  dillant  infignificant  conqueils  abroad,  a re- 
bellion Harts  up  at  home ; 1 am  in  great  danger  of 

lofmg  my  Engliih.  1 find  ’tis  not  half  fo  eafy  to  me  to 
Avrite  in  it,  as  it  was  a twelvemonth  ago.  I am  forced  to 
liudy  for  exprellions,  and  muH  leave  cfl'  all  other  lan- 
guages, and  try  to  learn  my  mother  tongue. Human 

taiderflanding  is  as  much  limited  as  human  power,  or  hu- 
man ftrength.  The  memory  can  retain  but  a certain  num- 
ber of  images  ; aiul  ’tis  as  impofliblc  for  one  human  crea- 
ture to  be  pcrfecT  mafler  of  ten  different  languages,  as  to 
have,  in  perfect  fubjeHion,  ten  dirferent  kingdoms,  or  to 
fight  againil  ten  men  at  a time;  I am  afraid  1 fliall  at 
lail  know  none  as  1 fhould  do.  I live  in  a place,  that 
very  well  reprefents  the  tower  of  Babe!  : in  Pera  they 
fpeak  furki/li,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Armenian,  Arabic,  Per- 
fian.  Ruffian,  Sc.lavoman,  Walachian,  German,  Dutch, 
Trench,  Englilh,  Italian,  Hungarian  ; and,  wliat  is  worfe, 
there  are  ten  of  thefc  languages  Ipoken  in  my  own  family. 
Tly  grooms  are  ;\rabs ; my  footmen  French,  EngliOi,  and. 
Germans ; my  nurie  an  Armenian  ; my  houfe-uiaids  Ruf- 
fians ; half  a dozen  other  fervants,  Greeks ; my  fteward 
an  Italian  ; my  janizaries  Turks  ; fo  that  I live  in  the  per- 
petual liearing  ot  this  medley  of  founds,  which  produces 
a very  extraordinary  cfl'cH  upon  the  people  that  arc  born 
here  ; for  they  learn  all  thefe  languages  at  the  fame  time 
and  without  knowing  any  of  them  well  enough  to  write  or 
read  in  it.  There  arc  very  few  men,  women,  or  even  chil- 

. dren 
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ilren  here,  that  have  not  the  fame  cornpafs  of  words  in 
five  or  fix  of  them.  1 know,  inyfelf,'' feveral  infants  of 
tlnee  or  four  years  old,  that  fpeak  Italian,  French,  Greek, 
Tuikifh,  and  Rulhan, -which  laft  they  learn  of  tlieir  nurfes, 
who  are  generally  of  that  country.  This  fcemsalmoR  in* 
credible  to  you,  and  is,  in  my  mind,  one  of  the  moft  curious 
things  in  tliis  country,  and  takes  oli'  very  much  from  the 
merit  of  our  ladies,  who  fet  up  for  luch  extraordinary  ge- 
niufes,  upon  the  credit  of  fome  fuperficial  knowledge  of 
French  and  Italian. 

As  I prefer  Englilli  to  all  the  reft,  I am  extremely  mor- 
tified at  the  daily  decay  of  it  in  my  head,  where  I’ll  af- 
fure  you  (with  grief  of  heart)  it  is  reduced  to  fuch  a 
fmall  number  of  words,  I cannot  recoiled  any  tolerable 
phrafe  to  conclude  my  letter  with,  and  am  forced  to  tttU 
your  ladyfhip  very  bluntly,  that  I am, 

Your’s,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XLI. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  B 


• A T length  I have  heard  from  my  dear  Lady  B , 

( for  the  firft  time.  I am  perfuaded  you  have  had  the 
5 goodnefs  to  write  before,  but  I have  had  the  ill  fortune 
I to  lofe  your  letters.  Since  my  laft,  I have  ftaid  quietly  at 
' Conftantinople,  a city  that  I ought  in  confeience  to  give 
i your  ladyflfip  a riglit  notion  of,  lince  I know  you  can  have 
none  but  what  is  partial  and  miftaken  from  the  writings 
of  traveller.'.  ’ fis  certain,  there  are  many  people  that 
f pafs  years  here  in  Pera,  without  having  ever  feen  it,  and 
I yet  they  all  pretend  to  deferibe  it.  Pera,  Tophaha,  and 
1 Galata,  wholly  inhabited  by  Freneh  Ghriftiaits  (and  which, 
I together,  make  the  appearance  of  a very  fine  town,)  are 
I-  divided  from  it  by  the  f<ja,  which  is  not.  above  half  fo 
f ^ broad 
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broad  as  the  broadeft  [.art  of  ttie  riiames  ; but  the  Chrif- 
tian  men  are  loth  to  hazard  the  adventures  they  fometimes  • 
meet  with  amongii  the  Icvents  or  i'camen,  (worfe  mongers 
than  our  watei’men)  and  the  women  mufl  cover  their  faces 
to  go  there,  which  they  have  a perfect  aver/Ion  to  do. 
’Tis  true,  they  wear  veils  in  Pera,  bur  they  are  fuch  as 
only  ferve  to  fliew  their  leaury  to  more  advantage,  and 
would  not  be  permitted  in  Conftantinople.  Thefc  realbns  j 
deter  almolt  every  creature  from  feeing  it ; and  the  French  - 
ainbaffadrefs  will  return  to  France  (I  believe)  without  ever 
having  been  there.  You’ll  wonder,  madam,  to  hear  me 
add,  that  J have  been  there  very  often.  The  afmack,  or 
Turkllli  veil,  is  become  not  only  very  eafy,  but  agreeable 
to  me  5 and,  if  it  was  not,  I would  'be  content  to  endure 
fomc  inconveniency,  to  gratify  a paflion  that  is  become  fo' 
powerful  \cnth  me,  as  curiofity.  And,  Indeed,  the  ple.i- 
lurc  of  going  in  a barge  to  Chelfea,  is  not  comparable  to. 
that  of  rowing  upon  the  canal  of  the  fea  here,  where, 
for  twenty  miles  togcth.er,  down  the  Borphorus,<(the  mod 
beautiful  vajaety  of  profpebls  prefent  tlicmfelves.  The 
Afian  fide  is  covered  with  fruit-trees,  villages,  and  the 
moll  delightful  landfkips  in  nature  5 -on  the  European, 
flands  Cehl’antinoplc,  htuated  on  feven  hills. — The  un- 
equal heights  make  it  feem  as  large  again  as  it  is,  (though 
one  of  the  larged  cities  in  the  world)  diewing  an  agree- 
able mixture  of  gardens,  pine  and  cyprefs-trees,  palaces, 
mofqucs,  and  public  buildings,  raifed  one  above  anotlier, 
with  as  much  beauty  and  appearance  of  fymmetr)',  as 
your  ladyfliip  ever  faw  in  a cabinet,  adorned  by  the  mod 
fkilful  hands,  where  jars  ll'.ew  themlelves  above  jars,  mix- 
ed With  canillcrs,  babies  and  candledicks.  This  is  a very 
odd  comparifon  ; but  it  gives  me  an  exafl  idea  of  the 
thing.  1 have  taken  care  to  fee  as  much  of  the  fcraulio 
as  is  to  be  feen.  It  is  on  a point  of  land  running  into  the 
lea;  a palace  of  prodigious  extent,  but  very  irregular. 
The  gardens  take  in  a large  compafs  of  ground,  full  of 
)jgh  cyprefs-trees,  which  is  all  I know  of  them.  The 
buildings  are  ^11  of  white  done,  leaded  on  the  top,  with 
gilded  turrets  and  fpires,  which  look  very  magnitioent  * 
iiidj  indeed,  1 believe  there  is  no  Chrillian  king’s  palace 
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•half  fo  large.  There  are  fix  large  courts  in  It,  all  built 
round,  and  let  witli  trees,  having  galleries  of  Hone ; one  of 
thefe  for  tiie  guard,  anotlicr  for  the  llaves,  another  for  th.e 
otficers  of  the  kitchen,  another  for  the  flables,  the  fifth  for 
the  divan,  and  the  lixth  for  the  apartment  deilined  lor  au- 
diences. On  the  ladies  fide,  there  are,  at  lead,  as  many 
more,  with  diilincl  courts  belonging  to  their  eunuchs  and 
.attendants,  their  kitchens,  &c. 

The  next  remarkable  flru^lure  is  that  of  St  Sophia  which 
■is  very  dilHcult  to  fee.  1 was  forced  to  fend  three  times 
to  the  ccumairam^  (the  governor  of  tlie  town)  and  he  at 
femblecVtho-  effendis^  or  heads  of  the  law,  and  e nr 
quired  of  the  mufti^  whether  it  was  lawful  io  permit  it. 
They  palled  lome  days  in  this  important  debate  ; but  I 
infilling  on  my  recpiell,  permilfion  was  granted.  I can’t 
be  informed  why  the  Turks  are  more  delicate  on  tlie  lul> 
je(5i  of  this  mofque,  than  on  any  of  the  otiiers,  where 
•what  Ghrilllan  pleafes  may  enter  wdihout  fcruple.  I fan- 
cy they  imagine,  that,  having  been  once  confecrated, 
people,  on  pretence  of  curiofity,  might  protane  it  with 
prayers,  particularly  to  thofe  faints,  who  are  Hill  very 
vlfible  in  JMolaic  work,  and  no  other  way  defaced  but 
by  the  decays  of  time;  for  It  is  abfolutely  falie,  though  fo 
univcrfally  allerted,  that  the  Turks  defaced  all  the  images 
that  they  found  in  the  city.  Tiie  dome  of  St  Sophia  i.s 
faid  to  be  one  hundred  and  thirteen  feet  diameter,  built 
upon  arches,  fullaincd  by  vail  pillars  of  marble,  the 
pavement  and  flair-cafe  marble.  There  are  tw^o  rows  of 
galleries,  fupported  with  pillars  of  party-coloured  marble, 
and  the  whole  roof  Jtlolaic  work,  part  of  which  decays 
very  fall,  and  drops  down.  They  prefented  me  a hand- 
ful of  it ; its  compofition  feems  to  me  a fort  of  glafs, 
or  that  pafie  w-Itli  which  they  make  counterfeit  jewels. 
They  Ihcw  here  the  tomb  of  the  emperor  Goullantine,  for 
which  they  have,  a great  veneration. 

This  is  a dull,  imperfecfl  defeription,  of  this  celebrated 
building;  but  I underftand  architeiflure  fo  little,  that  I am 
■ afraid  of  talking  nonfenfe,  in  endeavouring  to  fpeak  of 
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it  particular!)'.  Perhaps  I am  in  the.  wrong,  but  fome 
Turkith  molques  pleale  me  better.  That  of  fultaii  So- 
lyman  is  an  exacl  fcjuare,  with  four  fine  towers  in  the 
angles  5 in  the  miJll  is  a noble  cupola,  fupported  with 
beautiful  marble  pillars  ; two  lefl'er  at  the  ends,  fupport- 
ed in  the  fame  manner ; the  pavement  and  gallery-  round 
the  niofque,  of  marble  ; under  the  great  cupola  is  a foun- 
tain, adorned  with  fuch  line  coloured  pillars,  that  I can 
hardly  think  them  natural  marble  ; on  one  fide  is  the  pul- 
pit, of  white  marble,  and  on  the  other,  the  little  gaihny 
for  the  grand  flgnior.  A fine  llair-cale  leads  to  it,  and  it 
is  built  up  with  gilded  lattices.  At  the  upper  end  is  a fort 
of  altar,  where  the  name  of  God  is  written;  and  before 
it  Hand  two  candlefticks,  as  high  as  a man,  with  wax 
candles  as  thick  as  three  fla'mbeaux.  The  pavement  is 
fpi  ead  with  fine  carpets,  and  the  mofque  illuminated  with 
a vaft  number  of  lamps.  The  court  leading  to  it  is  very 
fpacious,  with  galleries  of  marble,  of  green  columns,  co- 
vered with  twenty-eight  leaded  cupolas  on  two  fides,  and 
a fine  fountain  of  baflns  in  the  midil  of  it. 

This  defeription  may  ferve  for  all  the  mofques  in  Con- 
flanlinople.  The  model  is  exaftly  the  fame,  and  thev 
only  diiier  in  largenefs  and  richnefs  of  materials.  That 
of  the  fultana  Valida  is  the  larged  of  all,  built  entirely 
of  marble,  the  moll  prodigious,  and,  I think,  the  moil 
beautiful  llruflure  I ever  fawq  be  it  fpoken  to  the  honour 
of  our  fex,  for  it  Was  founded  by  the  mother  of  Maho- 
met IV.  Between  friends,  Paul’s  church  would  make  a 
pitiful  figure  near  it,  as  any  of  our  I'quares  would  do  near 
the  culerdan^  or  place  of  hoiTcs,  (at  fignifying  a horfe  in 
Turkifh).  Tliis  w'as  the  hlppodrcme.,  in  the  reign  of  the 
Greek  emperors.  In  the  inidil  of  it  is  a brazen  column, 
of  three  lerpents  twilled  together,  with  their  mouths  gap- 
ing.  ’ i is  impofTible  to  learn  why  fo  odd  a pillar  was  e- 
refted;  the  Greeks  can  tell  nothing  but  fabulous  legends, 
when  they  are  afked  the  meaning  of  it,  and  there  is  no 
fign  of  Its  liaving  ever  had  any  infeiiptioii.  At  the  up- 
per end  is  an  obelillc  of  porphyry,  probably  brought  from 
hieroglyphics  all  vei  y entire,  which  I look  upon 
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as  mere  ancient  puns.  It  is  placed  on  four  little  brazen 
pillars,  upon  a pcdcdal  of  fquare  free  ftone,  full  of  figures 
in  bas-rolief  on  two  fides ; one  fquare  rcprefenting  a bat- 
tle, another  an  alTembly.  The  others  have  infcnptions  in 
Greek  and  Latin;  thelafl  I took  in  my  pocket-book,  an*’ 
it  is  as  follows: 

Difficilis  quondam^  dominis  j^arere  ferems 
ct  extmdlis  palman  portare  tyrannis 
Omnia  T-heodoJia  cedunt.  fobolique  perenni. 

Your  lord  will  interpret  tliefe  lines.  Don’t  fancy  they  arc 
a love-letter  to  him. 

All  the  figures  have  their  heads  on ; and  I cannot 
forbear  refieding  again  on  the  impudence  of  authors,  who 
all  fay  they  have  not;  but  I dare  fwear  the  greateft  part 
of  them  never  faw  them ; but  took  the  report  from  the  ^ 
Greeks,  who  refill,  with  incredible  fortitude,  the  conv'e- 
tion  of  their  own  eyes,  whenever  they  have  invented  lies 
to  the  dillionour  of  their  enemies.  ere  you  to  believe 
them,  tlierc  is  nothing  wortli  feeing  in  Oonfiantinople, 
but  Sanda  Sophia,  though  there  are  feveral  large,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  more  beautiful  mofques  in  that  city.  That 
of  fultan  Achmet  has  this  particularity,  (hat  ks  gates  are 
of  brafs.  In  all  thefe  mofques  there  are  little  chapels, 
where  arc  the  tombs  of  the  founders  and  their  families, 
with  wax  candles  burning  before  them. 

The  Exchanges  are  all  noble  buildings,  full  of  fine  alleys, 
the  greatell  part  fupported  w ith  pillars,  and  k'ept  wonder- 
fnllv  neat.  Every  trade  has  its  diAind  alley,  where  tiis 
merchandize  is  difpofed  in  the  fame  order  as  in  the  New 
Exchange  at  London.  The  befpn^  or  jeweller’s  quarter, 
fhews  much  riches,  fuch  a vaA  quantity  of  diamonds,, 
and  all  kinds  of  precious  Aones,  that  they  dazzle  the 
The  embroiderer’s  is  alfo  very  glittering,  and  people 
walk  here  as  much  for  diverflon  as  bufinti)'.  1 ue  mar- 
kets are  moA  of  them  handlbme  fquar.^',  and  adnfnarly 
well  providjed,  perhaps  better  lu  any  other  pait  of 
the  world. 
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I KNOW,  you’ll  cxpeA  I (hould  f?y  fomething  particular 
of  the  Haves  ^ and  you  will  imagine  me  half  a Turk, 
wlien  I don’t  fpeak  of  it  with  the  lame  horror  otlier  Chrd- 
tians  Imvc  done  before  me.  But  I cannot  forbear  ap- 
plauding the  humanity  of  the  Turks  to  thefe  creatures; 
they  are  never  ill  ufed,  and  their  flavery  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, no  worfe  than  fervitude  all  over  the  world.  ’Tis 
true,  they  have  no  wages;  but  they  give  them  yearly 
clothes  to  a higher  value  than  our  falaries  to  our  ordinary 
fervants.  But  you’ll  objedl,  that  men  buy  women  mth 
an  eye  to  evil.  In  my  opinion,  they  are  bought  and  fold 
as  publicly,  and  as  infamoully,  in  all  our  Chriilian  great 
cities. 

I MUST  add  to  the  defeription  of  Gonflantinople,  that 
the  hiftorical  pillar  is  no  more.  It  dropped  down  about 
two  years  before  I came  10  this  part  of  the  world.  I 
have  feen  no  other  footlleps  of  antiquity,  except  the  a- 
queduds,  which  are  fo  vail,  that  I am  apt  to  believe  they 
are  vet  more  ancient  than  the  Greek  empire  The  Turks 
indeed  have  clapped  in  fome  Hones  with  Turkifli  inicrip 
tions,  to  give  their  natives  the  honour  of  fo  great  a work  ; 

but  the  deceit  is  eafily  difeovered. The  other  public 

huilviings  arc  the  hamis  and  monalleries  ; the  firil  are  very 
large  and  numerous ; the  fecond  few  in  number,  and  not 
at  all  magniHcent.  T tiad  the  curioHty  to  vifit  one  of 
them,  and  to  obferve  the  devotions  of  tlic  dervifes,  winch 
are  as  wdtimfical  as  any  at  Rome.  Thefe  fellows  have 
jiermillion  to  marry,  but  are  conHned  to  an  odd  habit, 
which  is  only  a piece  of  coarfe  white  cloth,  wrapped  about 
them,  with  their  legs  and  arms  naked.  Their  order  has  few 
other  rules,  except  that  of  performing  their  fantallic  rites, 
every  Tueiday  and  Friday,  which  is' done  in  this  man- 
ner: They  meet  together  in  a large  hall,  where  they  all 
Hand  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  and  their  arms 
acrols,  while  tlie  iniainn  or  preacher  reads  part  of  the  alco- 
ran  from  a pulpit  placed  in  the  midH ; and  when  he  has 
done,  eiglit  or  ten  of  them  make  a melancholy  concert 
with  their  pipes,  which  ^re  no  unmuHcal  inilruments. 
Then  he  reads  again,  and  muk^^  a fltort  expoHtlon  on  what 
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he  has  read;  after  which  they  hng  and  play^  till  their 
fuperior  (the  only  one  of  them  dreffed  in  green)  rifcsancl 
begins  a fort  of  folemn  dance.  They  all  Hand  about  him 
in  a regular  figure  ; and  while  fome  plsy^  tjie  otliers  tic 
their  robe  (which  is  very  wide)  fall  round  their  waiil,  and 
begin  to  turn  round  with  an  amazing  Iwiftnels,  and  yet 
with  great  regard  to  the  mufic,  moving  flower  or  faller  as 
the  tune  is  played.  This  lafts  above  an  hour,  without  any 
of  them  Ihewing  the  Icall  appearance  of  giddinefs,  which 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered  they  are 
all  ufed  to  it  from  their  infancy  ; moft  of  them  being  de- 
voted CO  this  way  of  life  from  tlKjir  birth.  There  turned, 
amongft  tliem  fome  little  dervifes,  of  fix  or  feven^  years 
old,  who  feemed  no  more  difordered  by  that  exercife  than 
the  others.  . At  the  end  of  the  ceremony,  they  Ihout  cut, 
Ihere  is  no  other  god,  but  God,  and  Mahomet  his  ■prophet ; 
after  which,  they  kils  tlie  fuperior’s  hand,  and  retire.  The 
whole  is  performed  with  the  moft  folemn  gravity.  No- 
thing can  be  more  auftere  than  the  form  of  thefe  pedple  ; 
they  never  raife  their  eyes,  and  feem  devoted  to  contem- 
plation. And  as  ridiculous  as  this  is  in  defeription,  there 
is  fomething  touching  in  the  air  ot  fubmifiion  and  morti- 
fication they  aflume. — This  letter  is  of  a horrible  length  ; 
but  you  may  burn  it  when  you  have  read  enough,  &c.  See. 


LET.  XLII. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


I J AM  now  preparing  to  leave  Gonftantinoplc,  and  per- 
I haps  you  will  accufe  me  of  hypocrify,  when  1 tell  you  tis 

I with  regret ; but  as  I am  ufed  to  the  air,  and  have  learnt 

■;  the  language,  I am  eafy  here;  and  as  much  as  I love  tra- 

( veiling,  I tremble  at  the  inconveniencies  attending  lo 

J great  a journey,  with  a numerous  family,  and  a little  ii> 
{ lant  hanging  at  the  bread.  However,  I endeavour,  -upon 
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this  occafion,  to  do,  as  I have  hitherto  done  in  all  the  odd 
turns  of  iny  life;  turn  tliem,  if  I can,  to  my  diverfion. 
In  order  to  tliis,  I ramble  every  day,  wrapped  up  in  my 
ferlgee  and  afrnack,  about  Gonilantinople,  and  amufe  ray- 
felt  with  feeing  all  that  Is  curious  in  it.  I know  you  will 
expedf  that  tliis  declaration  thould  be  followed  with  fome 
account  of  what  1 have  feen.  But  I am  in  no  humour  to 
•«opy  what  has  been  writ  fo  often  over.  To  what  pur- 
pofe  tliould  1 tell  you,  that  Gonllantinople  Is  the  ancient 
Byzantium  ? that  ’tis  at  prefent  the  conquefl  of  a race  of 
people,  fuppofed  Scythians?  that  there  are  five  or  Ctx 
thoufaud  mofques  in  it  ? that  San(5la  Sophia  was  founded 
by  Juftinian  ? &c.  I’ll  afTure  you,  ’tis  not  for  want  of 
learning,  that  I forbear  writing  all  thefe  bright  things.  I 
*ould  alfo,  with  very  little  trouble,  turn  over  Knolles  and 
Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  to  give  you  a lift  of  Turkifh  emperors; 
but  I will  not  tell  you  what  you  may  find  in  every  author 
that  has  writ  of  this  country.  I am  more  inclined,  out  of 
•a  true  female  fpirit  of  contradidlion,  to  tell  you  the  falfc- 
hood  of  a great  part  of  what  you  find  in  authors  ; as,  for 
ijiflance,  in  the  admirable  Mr  Hill,  who  fo  gravely  af- 
Ici  ts,  that  he  faw,  in  Sandla  Sophia,  a fweating  pillar, 
very  balfamic  for  difordered  heads.  There  is  not  the 
lead  tradition  of  any  fucli  matter ; and  I fuppofe  it  was 
revealed  to  him  in  vifion,  during  his  wonderful  ftay  in  the 
bRyi^fian  catacombs  : for  I am  uire  he  never  heard  of  auj 
fuc!i  miracle  here,  ’d  is  alfo  very  plcafant  to  obferve  how 
tenderly  he  and  all  his  brethren  voyage-writers  lament  the 
mlierable  confinement  of  the  Turkifh  ladies,  who  arc  per- 
haps more  free  than  any  ladies  in  the  iiniverfe,  and  are 
the  only  women  in  the  world  tliat  lead  a life  of  uuinter- 
nipted  pleafure,  exempt  from  cares  ; their  whole  time  bc- 
ing  fpent  in  viCtlug,  bathing,  or  the  agreeable  amufement 
of  fpending  money,  and  inventing  new  fafhions.  A 
liufoand  would  be  thought  mad,  that  exa(5led  any  de- 
gree of  economy  from  his  wile,  wliofe  expences  are  no 
way  limited  but  by  her  own  fancy.  ’Tis  his  bufinels  to 
get  money,  and  tiers  to  fpend  it : aivl  this  noble  preniga- 
tivc  extends  itfelf  to  the  very  mcaiieft  of  the  fcx.  Here 
is  a Icllow  that  carries  cinbvoiJercd  handkerchiefs  upon 
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,his  back  to  feU.  And  as  miferable  a figure  as  you  may 
fuppofe  fuch  a mean  dealer,  ycc,  I’ll  all'iire  you,  his  wife 
fcorns  to  wear  any  thing  lefs  than  cloth  of  gold  ; has  her 
ermine  furs,  and  a very  handfome  fet  of  jewels  for  her 
head.  ’ Xis  true,  they  have  no  places  but  the  bagnios, 
and  thefe  can  only  be  feen  by  their  own  fex ; however, 
that  is  a diverhon  they  take  great  pleafurc  in, 

I WAS,  three  days  ago,  at  one  of  the  finefl  in  the  town, 
and  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  a Turkifli  bride  received 
there,  and  all  the  ceremony  ufed  on  that  occafion,  which 
made  me  recollcdl  the  epithalamium  of  Helen,  by  Theo- 
critus 5 and  it  feems  to  me,  that  the  fame  cufioms  have 
continued  ever  fince.  All  the  Ihe-fricnds,  relations  and 
acquaintance  of  the  two  families,  newly  allied,  meet  at 
the  bagnio ; feveral  others  go,  out  of  curiofity,  and  1 be- 
lieve there  were  that  day  two  hundred  women.  Thofe 
that  were,  or  had  been  married,  placed  themfelvcs  round 
the  rooms,  on  the  marble  fofas  ; but  the  virgins  very  halli- 
ly  threw  off  their  cloches,  and  appeared  without  other  or- 
nament or  covering,  than  their  own  long  hair  braided 
with  pearl  or  ribbon.  Two  of  them  met  the  bride  at  the 
door,  conducted  by  her  mother  and  another  grave  relation. 
She  was  a beautiful  m?id  of  about^  jyenteen,  very  ricli- 
Iv  dreffed,  and  finning  with  jewels/!nit  was  prefeutly  re- 
duced to  the  ftate  of  nature.  Two  others  filled  filver  gilt 
pots  with  perfume,  and  began  the  proceilion,  the  refi  fol- 
lowing in  pairs,  to  the  number  of  thirty.  The  leaders 
fung  an  epitlialamium,  anfwercd  by  the  others  in  chorus, 
and  the  two  laft  led  the  fair  bi  ide,  her  eyes  fixed  on  the 
! ground,  with  a charming  afleclation  of  modeity.  In  this 
■ order  they  marched  round  the  three  largefi  rooms  of  the 
? bagnio.  ’ fis  not  eafy  to  reprefent  to  you  the  beauty  of 
^ this  fight,  moll  of  them  being  well  proportioned  and  white 
i Ikinned  •,  all  of  them  pcrfedlly  fmOoth  and  polilhed  by  the 
i frequent  ufe  of  bathing.  xHter  having  made  their  tour,, 
the  bride  was  again  led  to  every  matron  round  the  rooms, 
who  -felutcd  her  with  a compliment  and  a prefent,  Ibme 
of  jewels,  others  of  pieces  of  Huff,  handkcrcliiefs  or  little 

gallantries  of  that  nature,  which  Ihe  thanked  them  for, 

by 
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by  kiffing  their  hands.  1 was  very  well  pleafed  with 
having  feen  this  ceremony ; and  you  may  believe  me, 
the  Turkifh  ladies  have,  at  leail,  as  much  wit  and  civility, 
nay  liberty,  as  among  us.  ’Tis  true,  the  fame  culfoms 
that  give  them  fo  many  opportunities  of  gratifying  their 
evil  inclinations  (if  they  have  any),  alfo  put  it  very  fully 
in  the  power  of  their  hufl;ands  to  revenge  thcmfclves,  if 
they  are  difeovered  ; and  I do  not  doubt,  but  they  fuffer 
fometinies  for  their  indiferetions  in  a very  fevere  ]nanner. 
Ab"'uttwo  months  ago,  there  was  found  at  day  break,  not 
very  far  from  my  houfe,  the  bleeding  body  of  a young 
woman,  naked,  only  wrapped  in  a courfe  flieet,  with  two 
wounds  of  a knife,  one  in  her  fide,  and  another  in  her 
breaft.  She  w'as  not  quite  cold,  and  was  fo  I urprifingly  beau- 
tiful, that  there  were  very  few  men  in  Pera,  that  did  not 
go  to  look  upon  her  : but  it  was  not  poliible  for  any  body 
to  know  her,  no  woman’s  face  being  known.  She  w'as 
fuppofed  to  have  been  brought,  in  tlie  dead  of  the  night, 
from  tiie  Conftantinople  fide,  and  laid  there.  Veiw-  little 
inquir)'  was  made  about  tlie  murderer,  and  the  corpfe  was 
privately  buried  without  noife..  Muider  is  never  purfiicU 
by  the  king’s  officers,  as  wnth  us.  ’Tis  tlie  bufinefs  of 
the  next  relations  to  revenge  the  dead  perfon  5 and  if 
they  like  better  to  compound  the  matter  for  money  (as 
they  generally  do)  there  is  no  more  faid  of  it.  One  w’ould 
imagine  this  defecd  in  their  government  ffiould  make  fuch 
tragedies  very  frequent,  yet  they  are  extremely  rare  ; 
which  is  enough  to  prove  the  people  are  not  naturally 
cruel.  Neither  do  I think,  in  many  other  particulars, 
they  deferve  the  barbarous  charadler  we  give  them.  1 am 
well  acquainted  with  a Chrifiian  woman  of  quality,  who 
made  it  her  choice  to  live  with  a Turkifii  hufoand,  and  is  a 
very  agreeable  fenfible  lady.  Her  flory  is  fo  extraordinaiT, 
I cannot  forbear  relating  it ; but  I promife  you,  it  fhall 
be  in  as  few  words  as  1 can  polUbly  exprefs  it. 

She  is  a Spaniard,  and  W'as  at  Naples  w-ith  her  family, 
W'hcn  that  kingdom  was  part  of  tlie  Spanifh  dominion. 
Coming  from  thence  in  a felucca,  accompanied  by  her 
brother,  they  were  attacked  by  the  Turkifh  admiral,  boai  d- 

cd 
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cd  and  taken. And  now  how  lhall  I modeftly  tell 

the  reft  of  her  adventure?  The  fame  accident  liappened 
to  her,  that  happened  to  the  fair  Lucretia  fo  many  years 
before  her.  But  flie  was  too  good  a Ghrillian  to  kill  hcr- 
felf,  as  that  heathenifli  Roman  did.  The  admiral  was  fo 
much  charmed  with  the  beauty  and  long-fufiering  of  the  fair 
that,  as  his  firil  compliment,  he  gave  immediate 
liberty  to  her  brother  and  attendants,  who  made  hade  to 
Spain,  and,  in  a few  months,  fent  the  fum  of  four  thou- 
fand  pounds  derling,  as  a ranfom  for  his  filler.  The  Turk 
took  the  money,  which  he  pretented  to  her,  and  told  her 
(he  was  at  liberty.  But  the  lady  very  difcreetly  weighed 
the  diti'erent  treatment  the  was  likely  to  find  in  her  native 
country.  Her  relations  (as  the  kindeft  thing  they  could 
do  for  her  in  her  prefent  circumtlances)  would  certainly 
confine  her  to  a nunnery  for  the  reft  of  lier  days. — Her  in- 
fidel lover  was  very  handfome,  very  tender,  very  fond  of 
her,  and  laviflied  at  her  feet  all  the  Turkifli  magnificence. 
She*  anfwercd  him  very  refclutely,  that  her  liberty  was 
not  fo  precious  to  her  as  her  lionour ; that  he  could  no 
wav  eftore  that,  but  by  marrying  her-,  and  die  therefore 
detired  him  to  accept  the  ranfom  as  her  portion,  and  give^ 
her  the  fatisfadion  of  knowing,  that  no  man  could  boall  of 
her  favours,  without  bcin^  her  luifband.  The  admiral 
was  traulportcd  at  this  kind  oiler,  and  fent  back  the 
money  to  her  relations,  faying,  he  was  too  happy  in  her 
polTelfion.  He  married  her,  and  never  took  any  other 
wife  and  (as  flie  fays  herfelf ) fhe  never  had  reafon  to  re- 
pent the  choice  fhe  made.  He  left  her,  fome  years  after, 
one  of  the  richeft  widows  in  Conftantiiiople.  But  there  is 
■ no  remaining  honourably  a fingle  woman,  and  that  con- 
fideration  has  obliged  her  to  marry  the  preient  captain 
baffafi.e.  admiral)  his  fucceffor. — I am  afraid  that  you  will 
think  my  friend  fell  in  love  with  her  ravilher  ; but  [ am 
willing  to  take  her  word  for  it,  that  ftie  aded  wholly  on 
principles  of  honour,  though  I think  flic  might  be  reafon- 
ably  touched  at  his  generofity,  which  is  often  found  amongft 
the  Turks  of  rank. 

’Tis  a degree  of  generofity  to  tel)  the  truthj  and  tis 
® ° very 
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veiy  rare  tliat  any  Turk  will  ailert  a folemn  falfehood.  I 
don't  fpcak  of  the  lowefl:  fort ; for  as  there  is  a great  deal 
of  ignorance,  there  is  very  little  virtue  amongll  them  ; 
and  falfe  witneffes  are  much  cheaper  than  in  Ghriiien- 
dom  j thofe  wretches  not  being  puniflied  (even  when  they 
are  publicly  detecled)  with  the  rigour  tliey  ought  to  be. 


Now  I am  fpeaking  of  their  law,  I don’t  know  whe- 
tlier  I have  ever  mentioned  to  you  one  cullom  peculiar 
to  tlieir  country,  I mean  adoptisn^  vciy  common  amongll 
the  Turks,  and  yet  more  amongll  the  Greeks  and  Arme- 
nians. Not  having  it  in  their  jiower  to  give  their  eflatcs 
to  a friend  or  dhlant  relation  ; to  avoid  its  falling  into  the 
grand  fignior’s  treafury,  when  they  arc  not  likely  to  have 
any  children  of  their  own,  they  chufc  fome  pi'ctty  child 
of  either  fex,  amongll  the  meaneH  people,  and  carry  the 
child  and  its  parents  before  die  cadi,  and  there  declare 
tliey  receive  it  for  their  heir.  The  parents,  at  the  fame 
time,  renounce  all  future  claim  to  it ; a writing  is  drawn 
and  witnelTed,  and  a child  tlius  adopted,  cannot  be  dilin- 
herited.  Yet  I have  feen  fome  common  beggars,  that 
have  retufed  to  part  with  their  children  in  this  manner, 
to  fome  of  the  richeH  among  die  Greeks ; (fo  powerful  is 
the  iiirtindlive  afieflion  that  is  natural  to  parents  !)  though 
the  adopting  fathers  are  generally  very  tender  to  thefe 
children  of  their  fouls ^ as  they  call  them.  I own  this  cuf- 
tom  pleales  me  much  better  than  our  abfurd  one  of  fol- 
lowing our  name.  Methinks,  Vis  much  more  reafonable 
to  make  happy  and  rich  an  infant  whom  I educate  after 
my  own  manner,  brought  up  (in  the  Turkidi  phrafe)  upon 
my  knees^  and  who  has  learned  to  look  upon  me  with 
a filial  refpei^l,  than  to  give  an  eflate  to  a creature,  with- 
out other  merit  or  relation  to  me,  than  that  of  a few  let- 
ters. \ et  this  is  an  abhirdity  we  fee  frequently  prac- 

pfed Now  I Iiave  mentioned  the  Armenians,  perhaps 

it  will  be  agreeable  to  tell  you  fomething  of  that  nation, 
with  which  1 am  fure  you  are  utterly  unacquainted.  I 
will  not  trouble  you  with  the  gcograpliical  account  of  the 
fituation  ot  their  country,  wliich  vou  may  fee  in  the  maps; 
or  .a  relation  of  their  ancient  greatnefs,  which  you  may 

read 
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read  in  the  Roman  hillory.  They  are  now  fnbjccl  to 
the  Turks';  and,  being  very  iudunricus  in  trade,  and  in- 
creafing  and  multipJ)  ing,  are  dilj)erfed  in  great  numbers 
through  all  the  T.'urkifli  dominions,  i.hoy  were,  as  they 
lay,  converted  to  the  Ghrhhan  religion  by  St  Gregory, 
and  are  perhaps  the  dev(iitcil  Ghnllians  in  the  whole 
world.  The  chief  precepts  of  their  priclls  enjoin  the  0.ri_<fi: 
keeping  of  their  Icnls,  which  are,  at  Jeail  leven  montus  in 
every  year,  and  are  not  to  be  difpenfed  with  on  the  inoft 
emergent  necelllty  ; no  oecafion  whatever  can  excufc  them, 
if  they  touch  any  tiring  mere  than  mere  herbs  or  roots 
(without  oil)  and  plain  dry  bread.  That  is  their  condant 

fliet.- Mr  W V has  one  of  his  iutei'pretcr.s  of  this 

nation,  and  the  poor  fellow  tvas  brought  fo  low,  by  tjic 
feverity  of  his  falls,  thiat  his  life  was  defpaired  of.  Ittt 
neither  his  mailer’s  commands,  nor  the  doclor  s entreaties 
(who  declared  notlting  clfe  conld  favc  his  life)  were 
povwB'ful  enough  to  prevail  with  him  to  take  two  or  three 
Ipoonfuls  of  bi'oth.  Excepting  this,  which  may  rather  1 e 
called  a cullom  than  an  article  ol  faith,  1 fee  very  little 
in  their  religion  different  from  ours.  ’Tis  true,  they  feein 
to  incline  very  much  to  Mr  Whillon’s  dodlrine;  neither 
do  I think  the  Greek  church  vtiy  dillant  from  it,  fmee 
’tis  certain,  the  holy  Spirit’s  proceeding  orJy  frc>m  the  ba- 
ther, is  making  a plain  fubordrnation  in  tue  Son.  ^ biit 
the  Armenians  have  no  notion  of  tranfublla'.Uiatif  n, 
whatever  account  Sir  Paul  Rycautgis’es  of  them,  (which 
account,  I am  apt  to  believe,  was  defigucd  to  compli- 
ment our  Gourt  in  1679;)  and  they  have  a great  hcrroi 
for  thofe  amongll  them,  that  change _ to  the  Roman  re- 
ligion. What  is  moll  extraordinary  in  their  cullcms,  is 
their  matrimony  ; a ceremony,  I believe,  unpurailt.i  d u 1 
over  the  world.  They  are  always  promi fed  vciw  young  ; 
but  the  efnoufed  never  lee  one  another,  till  three  class  af- 
ter their  marriage.  T.'hc  bride  is  carried  to  chuicJi,  witli 
a cap  on  licr  head,  in  the  lalhion  of  a large  trcisci.e!,  and 
over  it  a red  fdken  veil,  wiiich  covers  her  all  ov  ji  to  her 
feet.  T-m  pricll  alki  the  bridegroom.  Whether  he 
tented  to  marry  that  woman,  he  Ji.'c  dcaj^  he  jkc  bur.u  t 
Thelc  are  the  literal  words;  to  which  having  anlv.cr^c^, 
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fhe  Is  led  home  to  his  houfe,  -iccompanled  with  all  the* 
friends  and  relations  on  both  fides,  ilnging  aird  dancing,, 
• and  is  placed  on  a cufliion  in  the  corner  of  the  ibfa ; butt 
her  veil  is  never  lifted  up,  not  even  by  her  hu/band. , 
There  is  fomethiiig  fo  odd  an.l  inonftrous  in  thcfe  ways,, 
■ that  I could  not  believe  them,  till  I had  inquired  of  feve-  • 
ral  Armenians  myfelf,  who  all  artured  me  of  the  truth  off 
them,  particularly  one  young  fellow,  who  wept  when  he: 
fptjke  of  it,  being  pi-omifcd  by  his  mother  to  a girl  that  he : 
mull  marry  in  this  manner,  though  he  proteiled  to  me,  he 
had  rather  die  than  fubmit  to  this  llavcry,  having  already 
figured  his  bride  to  himfelf  with  all  the  deformities  of  nature. 

1 fancy  I fee  you-  blefs  yourfelf  at  this  terrible  rela- 
tion. 1 cannot  conclude  my  letter  with  a more  furprifm^, 
■Rory;  yet  ’tis  as  ferioully  true,  as  that  I am,  ' 

Dear  filler,  yours,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XLIII. 

TO  THE  ABBOT  OF 


Conjia-itinopls^  May  19.  O.  S.  1718. 

I AM  extremely  plea  fed  with  hear!  ng  from  you,  and 
my  vanity  (the  darling  frailty  of  mankind)  not  a.  little 
flattered  by  the  uncommon  queftions  you  afk  me, thou  ^h 
I am  utterly  Incapable  of  anfwering  them.  AhJ,  in-dee^d 
were  I as  good  a mathematician  as  E-.u.-.Iid  himfelf,  it  re- 
quires an  age’s  (lay  to  make  juit  obfci  vations  on  the  air 
and  vapours.  ^ I have  not  been  yet  a full  year  here,  and 
am  on  the  point  of  removing.  Such  is  my  rambling  def- 
tiny.  This  will  furprilc  you,  and  can  furprife  noboly  fo 
much  as  rnyfelr.  Perliaps  you  will  accufe  me  of  laxlncl's, 
or  dulnefs,  or  both  together,  that  can  leave  this  place, 
without  giving  you  fome  account  of  the  Turkllh  court. 
I can  only  tell  you,  that  if  you  pleafe  to  read  Sir  Paul 
KjtCaul,  } ou  will  there  find  a full  and  true  aceoiuit  of  the 

vizier’s, 
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Vizier’s,  the  hegUrbys^  the  civil  and  Ipirltual  government, 
the  officers  of  the  feraglio,  &c.  things  that  ’tis  very  eafy« 
to  procure  lifts  of,  and  therefore  may  be  depended  on  ; 

though  other  ftories,  God  knows 1 fay  no  more 

every  body  is  at  liberty  to  write  their  own  remarks;  the  • 
manners  of  people  may  change ; or  feme  of  them  efcape 
the  obfervation  of  travellers  ; but  ’tis  not  the  fame  of  the. 
government;  and,  for  that  reafon, .ftnee  I can  tell  you 
nothing  new,  I will  tell  you  nothing  of  it.  In  the  fame 
filence  lhall  be  palTed  over  the  arfenal  and  feven  towers  ; 
and  for  mofques,  I have  already  deferibed  one  of  the  no-- 
bleft  to  you  very  particularly.  But  I cannot  forbear r 
taking  notice  to  you  of  a miftake  of  Gemelli,  (though  I ho- 
nour him  in  a much  higher  degree  than  any  other  . voyage- 
writer  :)  he  fays  that  there  are  no  remains  of  Galcedon ; . 
this  is  certainly  a miftake:  1 was  there  yefterday,  and 
V'ent  crofs  the  canal  in  ray  galley,  the  fea  being^  very 
narrow  between  that  city  and  Conftantinoplc.  ’lis  ftill 
a large  town,  and  has  fcveral  mofques  in  it.  The  Chril- 
tians  ftill  call  it  Galcedonia,  and  the  Turks  give  it  a name 
1 forgot,  but  which  is  only  a corruption  of  the  fame  word. . 
I fuppofe  this  is  an  error  of  his  guide,  which  his  ihort  ftay 
hindered  him  from  re£lifying ; ibr  I have,  in  other  mat- 
ters, a very'  juft  efteem  tor  his  veracity.  Notlting  can  be 
pleafauter  than  the  canal;  and  the,  Turks  are  fo  well  ac- 
quainted with  its  beauties,  that  all  thqir  pleafure-fcats  are 
built  on  its  banks,  where  they'  have,  at  the.  fame  time,  the 
moft  beautiful  profpe£ls  in  Europe  and  x‘\fia ; there  are 
rear  one  another  fonie  hundreds  of  magnificent  palaces. 
Human  grandeur  being  here  yet  more  unllable  than  any 
where  elfe,  ’tis  common  for  the  heirs  ot  a great  three- 
tailed baffe,  not  to  be  rich  enough  to  keep  in  rc]>air  the 
houfe  he  built ; thus,  in  aftw  years,  they  all  fall  to  ruin.  I 
was  yeflerday  to  fee  that  of  the  late  grand  vizier,  who  was 
' killed  at  Peterwaradin.  It  was  built  to  i eceive  his  royal 
. bride,  daughter  of  the  prefent  fu’tan  ; but  he  did  not  live 
i to  fee  her  there.,  I have  a great  mind  to  dcfcribe  it  to 
you;  but,  I check  that  inclination,  knoving  veiw  well, 

I that  I cannot  give  you,  with  my  beft  defcripU(Mi,  fuch  an 
idea  of  it  as  1 ought.  It  .is  fuuaied  on  one  of  the  moft 
, T 2 delightful 
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delightful  parts  of  the  canal,  witli  a fine  wood  on  the  fide 
of  a hill  behind  it.  The  extent  of  it  is  prodigious  j the 
guardian  affurci  me,  there  are  eight  hundred  rooms  in 
it ; I will  not,  however,  anfwer  ibr  that  number,  fince  I 
did  not  count  them  ; but  ’tis  certain  the  number  is  veiy 
large,  and  the  whole  adorned  with  a proful'ion  of  marble, 
gilding,  and  the  mod  exquiflte  painting  of  fruit  and  flowers. 
The  windows  are  all  faflicd  with  the  flncll  cryflal- 
llne  glafo  brought  from  England  ; and  here  is  all  the  ex- 
penfive  magnificence  that  you  can  fuppofe  in  a palace 
ibunded  by  a vain  luxurious  young  man,  with  the  wealth 
of  a vafl.  empire  at  his  command.  Sut  no  part  of  it  pica- 
fed  me  better  tlian  the  apartments  deflined  for  the  bag- 
nios. There  are  two  built  exablly  in  the  fame  manner, 
anfwcring  to  one  another;  tlie  batlis,  fountains,  and 
pavements,  all  of  white  marble,  the  roofs  gilt,  and  the 
walls,  covered  with  Japan  china.  Adjoining  to  them  are 
two  rooms,  the  uppermofl  of  which  is  divided  into  a fofn, 
and  in  the  four  corners  are  falls  of  ivater  from  the  very 
roof,  from  flrell  to  fliell,  of  white  marble,  to  the  lower  end 
of  the  room,  where  it  falls  into  a large  bafin,  furrounded 
with  pipes,  that  throw  up  the  water  as  high  as  the  roof. 
The  walls  are  in  the  nature  of  lattices  ; and,  on  the  out- 
fje  of  them,  tlicre  are  vines  and  woodbines  planted, 
that  form  a fort  of  green  tapeflry,  and  give  an  agree- 
able obfeurity  to  thofe  delightful  chambers.  I fliould 
go  on  and  let  you  into  fonie  of  the  other  apartments  (all 
worthy  your  curiofity)  ; but  ’tis  yet  harder  to  deferibe  a 
Turkifli  palace  than  any  other,  being  built  entirely  irregu- 
lar. There  is  nothing  that  can  be  ])roperh*  called  front  or 
tvings ; and  though  fuch  a confufion  is,  I think,  pleafingto 
the  fight,  yet  it  would  be  very  unintelligible  ii>  a letter. 
1 fli.iil  only  add,  tliat  the  clicmber  deflined  for  the  ful- 
tan,  when  he  vliits  his  daughter,  is  wainfeotted  with  mo- 
ther of  pearl,  faftened  with  emeralds  like  nails.  There 
are  others  of  mother  of  pearl  and  olive  wood  inlaid, 
and  feweral  of  Japan  ciiina.  The  galleries,  which  are 
numerous,  and  vciy  large,  are  adomed  with  jars  of 
flowers,  and  porcelain  diflies  of  fntit  of  all  forts,  fo  w’^cll 
^one  in  plafter,  and  coloured  in  fo  lively  a manner,  that 
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it  has  an  enchanting  ejfca.  r'he  garden  is  fuitable 
to  the  houfe,  where  arbours,  iountains,  and  walks,  ai-e 
thrown  together  in  an  agreeable  confuiion.  Ihere  is 
no  ornament  wanting,  except  that  of  tlanies.  ihus, 
you  fee.  Sir,  tlicle  people  are  not  fo  unpoliflied  as  wc 
reprefent  them.  ’Tis  true,  their  magnihcence  is  oi  a 
very  diflerent  tafte  from  ours,  and  perhaps  ot  a benter. 

1 am  almolt  of  opinion,  they  Have  a nght  nouon  or  life. 
They  confume  it  in  muiic,  gardens,  wine,  and  delicate  eat- 
ing while  we  are  tormenting  our  brains  with  lome 
fcheme  of  politics,  or  lludying  fome  fcience  to  winch  we 
can  never  attain;  or,  if  we  do,  cannot  penuade  ot.ier 
people  to  fet  that  value  upon  it  we  do  ourfelves.  lis 
certain,  what  we  feel  and  fee  is  properly  (if  any  thing  is 
properly)  our  own;  but  the  good  of  fame,  the  foUy  ot 
praife,  are  hardly  purchafed,  and,  when  obtained,  a poor 
recompence  for  lofs  of  time  and  health.  We  die  or  grow 
old  before  we  can  reap  the  fruit  of  our  labours.^  Coniider- 
ing  what  fhort-liv’d,  weak  animals  men  are,  is  there  any 
fludv  fo  beneficial  as  the  fiudy  ot  prelent  pleafure  I dare 
not  purfue  this  theme  ; perhaps  I have  already  faid  too 
much,  but  I depend  upon  the  true  knowledge  you  have 
of  my  heart.  I don’t  cxpeift  from  you  the  mfipid  railleries 
I fiiotild  fufier  from  another  in  anfwer  to  this  letter.  You 
know  how  to  divide  the  idea  of  pleafure  from  that  of  viee, 
and  they  are  only  mingled  in  the  heads  ot  tools. — 

I allow  you  to  laugh  at  me  for  the  fenfual  declaration  in 
faying,  that  I had  rather  be  a rich  effendi^  with  all  his 
ignorance,  than  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  with  all  liis  knowledge. 

° I am.  Sir,  &c.  &e. 
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LET.  XLIV. 

TO  THE  ABBOT  OF  

’I unis ^ ^uly,  2^'  O*  S.  1718, 

J LEFT  C'onAant'mople  the  fixth  of  tlie  laA  montS,  and 
this  is  the  firlt  poA  from  whence  I could  fend  a letter, 
though  I have  often  wiAicd  for  the  opportunity,  that  I. 
miglit  impart  fome  of  the  pleafure  I found  in  this  voyage,, 
through  the  moA  agreeable  part  of  the  world,  where  every 
fcene  prefents  me  fome  poetical  idea. 

Warm'd  mth  poetic  tranfport  I furvey 
‘T/f  immortal  ijlands^  and  the  ivell  knomn  fea^ 

For  here  fo  oft  the  mufe  her  harp  has  finings 
float  not  a mountain  rears  its  head  unfung. 

T BEG  your  pardon  for  this  fally,  and  will,  if  I can,  con- 
tinue the  reA  of  my  account  in  plain  profe.  The  fecond  - 
day  after  we  fee  fail,  we  paATed  Gallipolis,  a fair  city, 
fituated  in  the  bay  of  Gherfonefus,  and  much  refpetted 
by  the  Turks,  being  the  ArA  town  they  took  in  Europe. 
At  Ave  the  next  morning,  we  anchored  in  the  Hellefpont, 
between  the  caAles  of  SeAos  and  Abydos,  nerw  called  the 
Dardanelli.  Thefe  are  now  two  little  ancient  caAles,  but 
of  no  Arength,  being  commanded  by  a riAng  ground  be- 
hind them,  which,  1 confefs,  I Aiould  never  have  taken  no- 
tice of,  if  I had  not  heard  it  obferved  by  our  captain  and . 
oArcers,  my  imagination  being  wholly  employed  by  the. 
tragic  Aory,  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  : 

fhe  fwiinmhig  lover ^ and  the  nightly  hride^ 
liov  Heko  /osj’ti,  and  ho%v  LEA^DUK  died. 

Verfe  again  -am  certainly  infotfled  by  the  poetical  air 
I have  paAtd  through.  That  of  Abydos  is  undoubtedly 
very  amorous,  fince  that  foft  paliion  betrayed  the  caAl'e 
into  tlie  bauds  of  the  Turks  who  belieged  it  in  the  reign 
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of  Orchanes.  The  govenior’sgclaiighter,  Imagining  to  have 
leeii  her  future  hufoand  in  a dream^  (though  I don’t  find 
fhe  had  eitlier  flept  upon  bride-cake,  or  kept  St  Agnes  s 
fad)  fancied  fhe  law  the  dear  figure  in  the  form  of  one  of 
her  befiegcrs ; and,  being  willing  to  obey  her  delliny, 
tofl'ed  a note  to  him  over  the  wall,  with  the  offer  of  her 
perfon,  and  the  delivery  of  the  callle.  He  fhewed  it  to 
Ills  general,  who  coni'ented  to  try  tlte  fincerity  of  her  in- 
tentions, and  withdrew  his  army',  ordering  the  young 
man  to  return  with  a I'elecl  body  of  men  at  midnight. 
She  admitted  him  at  the  appointed  hour  j he  defircyedthc 
garrifon,  took  the  father  prifoncr,  ai  td  made  her  his  wife. 
This  town  is  in  Afia^firll  founded  by  the  Milefians.  Sclfos 
is  in  Europe,  and  was  once  the  principal  city  of  Cher- 
fonefus.  Since  I have  feen  tliis  ftrait,  I find  nothing  im- 
probable in  the  adventure  of  Leander,  or  very  wonderf  ul 
in  the  bridge  of  boats  of  Xerxes.  ’Tis  fo  narrow,  ’tis 
not  furpiifing  a y'oung  lover  fliould  attempt  to  fwiin,  or 
an  ambitious  king  fry  to  pals  his  army  over  it.  But  tlien, 
’tis  lb  fill  jefl  to  dorms,  ’tis  no  wonder  the  lover  periflicd, 
and  the  bridge  was  broken.  From  hence  we  had  a full 
•view  of  mount  Ida; 

IThere  ‘Juno  once  carefs'd  her  arn'rous  Jo-ve^ 

And  the  M'orld  ’r  mujlcr  lay  fubdu'd  by  love. 

Not  many  leagues  fail  from  hence,  I faw  the  point  of 
land  where  poor  old  Hecuba  was  buried,  and  about  a 
league  from  that  place  isjClape  Janizary-,  the  famous  pro- 
montory of  Sigfeum,  where  w'e  anchored.  My  curiofitv 
fupplied  me  w'ith  drength  to  climb  to  the  top  of  it,  to  fee 
the  ])lace  where  Achilles  was  buried,  and  where  Alexan- 
der ran  naked  round  his  tomb,  in  honour  of  him,  which, 
■no  doubt,  was  a great  comfort  to  his  ghofl.  I faw  there 
the  ruins  of  a very  large  city-,  and  found  a llone,  on 

which  Mr  W y plainly  diltingjilhed  the  words  of 

Sigeen  PoUn.  We  ordered  tliis  on  board  the  flfip ; but 
were  fhewed  others  much  more  curious  by  a Greek  pried, 
tho’  a very  ignorant  fellow,  that  could  give  no  tolerable 
account  of  any  thing.  On  each  fiile  the  dt-or  of  this  little 
church  1/  two  large  f.ones,  about  ten  feet  long  each,  fis  c 
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in  breadth,  and  three  in  tiycknefs.  That  on  the  right  ii 
a very  fine  white  marble,  the  lidc  of  it  beauiitully  carved 
In  bas-relief ; It  reprefents  a woman,  who  f«ems  to  be  dc- 
flgncd  for  fome  deity,  fitting  on  a ciiair  with  a tootilool, 
and  before  her  another  woman,  weeping,  and  prefenting 
to  her  a voung  child  that  the  has  in  her  arms,  followed  by 
a procefllon  of  women  with  children  in  the  fame  manner. 
This  is  certainly  part  of  a very  ancient  tomb  ; but  I 
dare  not  pretend  to  give  the  true  explanation  of  it.  On 
the  ftone,  on  the  left  fide,  is  a very  fair  infeription  ; but  i 
the  Creek  is  too  ancient  fur  Mr  W y’s  interpreta- 

tion. I am  verv  forry  not  to  have  the  original  in  my  pof- 
fellion,  which  might  have  been  purchafed  of  the  poor  in- 
habitants for  a 'mall  fum  of  money  T But  our  captain  af- 
fured  -u  , that  without  having  machines  made  on  puipjofe, 
’twas  impolTible  to  bear  it  to  the  fea-fide ; and,  when  it 
was  there,  his  long-boat  woUld  not  be  large  enough  to 
liold  it. 

T HE  mins  of  this  great  city  are  now  inhabited  by  poor 
Greek  peafants,  who  wear  the  Sciote  habit,  the  women 
belnv  in  fhort  jietticoats,  fafiened  by  flraps  round  their 
finuhlers,  and  large  fmock  lleeves  of  white  linen,  witli 
neat  fhoes  and  llocklngs,  and  on  their  heads  a large  piece 
of  miiflin,  which  falls  In  large  foldj-oii  their  fiiouklers. — 
One  of  my  countrpnen,  Mr  S^ds^-Cwhofe  book  I doubt 
not  you  have  read,  as  one  of/’^jbeft  of  its  kind)  fpeak- 
ing  of  thefe  ruins,  fiipoofes  1 to  hav^e  been  the  foun- 
dation of  a citybegunby  Co»*\'h:ine,  before  his  building 
B^■zaulium  5 but  I fee  no  g«'.  \eafon  for  that  imagina- 
tion, and  am  apt  to  believe  t*m  much  more  ancient. 

We  faw  very  plainly  from  this  promontory,  the  river 
Simois  rolling  from  mount  Ida,  and  running  through  a 
very  'pneiou;  vallei".  It  i;  now  a confiderable  river,  and 
is  callcvl  Simores  t it  is  jofned  in  the  vale  by  the  Scama.n- 
der.  whicli  appeared  a fnu'd  fiream  half  choaked  with 
nniJ,  but  i.s  ]ic’-haps  large  in  the  winter.  This  vva.s  Xan- 
thus  amnngd  the  gid-',  as  Homer  tells  '-s  ; and 'ti.s  by  j 
that  heavenly  name,  the  nymph  Oeuonc  invokes  It,  in 
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her  epulle  to  Paris.  The  Trojan  virgins  lucd  to  ofier 
their  hill  favours  to  it,  by  the  name  of  Scamander,  till 
the* adventure,  which  Monfieur  de  la  Fontaine  has  told 
fo  agreeably,  abolilh’d  that  heathenilh  ceremony.  When 
the  dream  is  mingled  vvitli  the  Siiuois,  tiicy  run  together 
to  tlie  lea. 

All  that  is  now  left  of  Troy  b the  ground  on  which  it 
flood  ; for,  I am  firmly  perfuaded,  whatever  pieces  of 
antiquity  niay  be  found  round  it,  arc  much  more  modern,  _ 
and  I think  Strabo  fays  the  fame  thing.  However,  there 
is  lome  plealure  in  feeing  the  valley  where  I imagined 
the  famous  duel  of  Meneiaiis  and  Paris  had  been  fought, 
and  where  the  greateft  city  in  the  world  was  fituated. 
’Tis  certainly  the  noblell  fituation  that  can  be  found  for 
the  head  of  a great  empire,  much  to  be  preferred  to 
that  of  Conllantinople,  the  harbour  here  being  always 
convenient  for  fliips  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  that 
of  Condantinople  inacccilible  almod  fix  months  in  tlie 
year,  while  the  north-wind  reigns. 

North  of  the  promontory  of  Sigasiim  we  faw  that  of 
Rhieteum,  famed  for  the  fepulchre  of  Ajax.  While  f 
viewed  thele  celebrated  fields  and  rivers,  1 admired  the 
c>. act  geography  of  Homer,  Wiiom  I had  in  my  hand.  Al- 
mofi.  every  epithet  he  gives  to  a mountain  of  plain,  is  flill 
jull  for  it  5 and  I fpent  feveral  hours  here  in  as  agreeable 
cogitations,  as  ever  Don  Quixote  had  on  mount  Monte- 
fints.  We  failed  next  night  to  the  (horc,  where  ’tis  vul- 
garly  reported  T roy  flood ; and  1 took  the  pains  of  rifing 
at  two  in  tlic  morning  to  view  cooly  tliofe  ruins  which  are 
commonly  fliewed  to  firangers,  and  which  the  Turks  call 
hjki  Stamboul^  i.  e.  Old  Conllantinople.  For  that  realon^ 
as  well  as  fome  others,  I conje(^ure  tliem  to  be  the  re- 
mains ol  that  city  begun  by  Conllantlnc.  I hired  an  afs 
(the  only  voiture  to  be  hud  there)  that  I might  go  fome 
miles  into' the  couniry,  and  take  a tour  round  the  ancient 
Walls,  which  arc  of  a valV  extent.  We  found  the  remains 
of  a cafilc  on  a bill,  and  of  anoUier  in  a valley,  feveral  , 
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broken  pillars  and  two  peJellalsy  tiom  which  I took  thefe 
•Liiiin  iaferiptions : 

DIVI.  AUG.  COL. 

ET.  COL.  lUL.  PHILIPPENSTS 
EORUNDEM  £T  PRLVCIP.  AM 
(X)L.  lUL.  PARI  AN  AK.  TRIliUN. 

.MILIT.  COH.  XXXII.  VOLUNTAR. 

TRIB.  MILIT.  LEG.  XIII.  GEM. 
J’K.AEFEGTO  EC^LUT.  ALAE.  I. 

SGUBULDRUM 
VIG.  VIIL 

DTVI.  IIJLI.  FLAMINI 

G.  ANTONIO.  M.  F. 

VOLT.  RUFO.  FLAMIN. 

DIV.  AUG.  GOL.  GL.  APREN3. 

ET.  GOL.  lUL.  PIIILIPPENSIS 
' EORUNDEM  ET  PRINGIP.  ITEM 

COL.  lUL.  PARLANCE  TRIB. 

1MILIT.  COHL  XXXII.  VOLUNTARIOR. 

TRIB.  MILIT.  XIII. 

GEM.  PRAEF.  EOUIT.  AL.-VE.  I. 

SCUBUL^IUM 
VIG.  VII. 

1 do  not  doubt  but  the  remains  of  a temple  near  this 
place,  are  the  ruins  of  one  dedicated  to  Auguflus  ; and  I 
Know  not  why  Mr  Sands  calls  it  a Chriflian  temple,  Iincc 
the  Romans  certainly  built  hereabouts.  Here  are  many 
tombs  of  fine  marble,  and  vail  pieces  of  granate,  which 
are  daily  lefTened  by  the  prodigious  balls  that  the  Turks 
make,  from  them,  for  their  cannon.  We  palled  that 
evening  the  ifle  of  Tenedos,  once  under  the  patronage 
of  Apollo,  as  he  gave  it  in,  himfclf,  in  the  particulars  of 
ms  ellate,  when  he  courted  Daphne.  It  is  but  ten  miles 
in  cu'cuit,  but,  m thofe  days,  very  rich  and  well-peo- 
pled,  fill]  famous  for  its  excellent  wine.  I fay  nothing  of 
Tcncs,  from  whom  It  was  called;  but  naming  Mytilene, 
where  we  pafTed  next,  I cannot  forbear  mentioning  Lef- 
bos,  where  Sappho  fimg,  and  Pittacus  reigned,  famous  for 

the 
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the  birth  of  Alcscus,  Theophraftus  and  Arion,  tliofe  maf- 
tcrs  in  poetry,  philofophy,  and  mufic.  This  was  one  ot 
the  lali  iilands  that  remained  in  the  Chridian  dominion 
after  tlie  conqiiell  of  Condantinople  by  the  Turks.  But 
need  I talk  to  you  of  Gatucufcno,  &c.  princes  that  you  are 
as  well  acquainted  with  as  I am.  ’Twas  with  regret  I 
faw  us  fail  from  tliis  irtand  into  the  Egean  fea,  now  the 
Archipelago,  leaving  Scio  (the  ancient  Chios)  on  the  left, 
which  is  tiie  richelt  and  mod  populous  of  thefe  idands, 
fruitful  In  cotton,  corn  and  (Ilk,  planted  with  groves  of 
orange  and  lemon  trees,  and  the  Arvifian  mountain,  dill 
celebrated  for  the  nedar  that  Virgil  mentions.  Here  is 
the  bed  manufadure  of  dlks  in  all  Turkey.  The  town 
is  well  built,  the  women  famous  for  their  beauty,  and: 
(hew  their  faces  as  in  Chridendom.  Tliere  are  many  rich 
families  ; though  they  confine  their  magnificence  to  tha 
in  fide  of  their  houfes,  to  avoid  the  jealoufy  of  the  Turks,  , 
who  have  a bada  here : however,  they  enjoy  a reafonablc- 
liberty,  and  indulge  the  genius  of  their  country  : 

And  eat^  and  fmg^  and  dance  av-'oy  their  time^  ■ 

Fre/h  as  their  groves^  and  ba^py  as  their  climci . 

Their  chains  hang  lightly  on  them,  tho’  ’tis  not  loiyg' 
fince  they  were,  impofed,  not  being  under  the  Turk  till* 
1^66.  But  perhaps  ’tis  as  eafy  to  obey  the  grand  fignior 
as  the  date  of  Genoa,  to  whom  they  were  fold  by  the 
Greek  emperor.  But  I,  forget  myfelf  in*. thefe  hidorical 
touches,  which  are  \^ry  impertinent. when  I write  to  you. 
Palling  the  drait  between  the  idands  of  Andros  and  A- 
chaia,  now  LIbadia,  we  faw  the  promontory  of  Lunium, 
now  called  Cape  Colonna,  where  are  yet  danding  the  vail 
pillars  of  a temple  of  Minerva.  This  veiterable  fight 
made  me  think,  with  double  regret,  on  a beautiful 
temple  of  Thefeus,  which,  I am  alfured,  wras  almofi  en- 
tire at  Athens,  till  the  lad  campaign  in  the  Morea,  that  the 
Turks  filled  it  with  powder,  and  it  was  a.ccidentally  blown 
up.  You  may  believe  I had  a great  mind  to  land  on  the 
fam’d  Peloponnefus,  tho’  it  were  only  to  look  on  the  rivers 
of  Afopus,  Pencils,  Inachus  and  Eurotas,  the  fields,  of 
Arcadia,  and  other  feenes  of  ancient  ra)  thology.  But 
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infleatl  of  deml-gods  and  heroes,  I •\vas  credibly  Informed,  ; 
’tis  now  over- run  by  robbers,  and  that  [ flioiild  run  a 
great  rifcjue  of  falling  into  their  hands,  by  undertaking  , 
fuch  a journey  through  a defeit  country,  for  which,  how-  • | 
ever,  I have  fo  much  refpeft,  tliat  I have  much  ado  totj 
hinder  myfelf  from  troubling  you  with  its  whole  hutory,,j 
from  the  foundation  of  Nycana  and  Corinth,  to  tlie  lall 
campaign  there ; but  I check  tlie  inclination,  as  I did  that 
ot  landing.  We  failed  quietly^  by  Cape  Angelo,  once 
Malca,  where  I faw  no  remains  of  the  famous  teinplc  of 
Apollo.  We  came  that  evening  in  fight  of  Candia:  it  is 

very  mountainous ; we  ealily  diltinguiihed  that  of  Ida 

We  have  Virgil’s  authority,  that  here  \vere  a hundred, i 
cities — 

Centum  urhes  habitant  mannas 

o 

T.  he  chief  of  them — the  feene  of  monflrous  paflions. • 

Metellus  firfi  conquered  this  birth-place  of  his  Jupiter  ^ it 

fell  afterwards  into  the  hands  of I am  running  on  to 

the  very  fiege  ot  Candia  ; and  I am  fo  angry  with  myfelf, 
tliat  I will  pafs  by  all  the  other  illands  with  this  general 
rertedtion,  that  ’tis  impollible  to  imagine  any  thing  more 
agreeable  than  this  journey  would  have  been  two  or  three 
thoufand  years  fince,  when,  after  drinking  a dilh  of  tea 
with  Sappho,  I might  have  gone,  the  fame  evening,  to 
vifit  the  temple  ot  Homer  in  Chios,  and  palled  this  voy- 
age  in  taking  plans  ot  magnificent  temples,  delineating 
the^  miracles  of  fiatuaries,  and  converfihg  with  the  moil 
polite  and  mod  gay  of  mankind.  Alas  1 art  Is  cxtincl 
hei  e ; the  wonders  of  nature  alone  remain  ; and  it  vva.s  with 
vaft  pleafure  I obferved  thofe  of  moupt  Etna,  whofe 
fiame  appears  very  bright  In  the  night  many  leagues  oiF 
at  fea,  and  tills  the  head  with  a thoufand  conjeAures. 
However,  I honour  philofophy  too  much,  to  imagine  it 
could  turn  that  of  Empedocles ; and  Lucian  lhall  never 
make  me  believe  fuch  a fcandal  of  a man,  of  whom  Lu- 
cretius fays, 

■"  ? ix  httmana  vidctur  Jiir^e  creatus — • — 

We  paffed  Tryiacria  without  iicaring  any  of  the  fyrens 

that 
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that  Homer  dercribes;  and,  being  thrown  on  neither 
Scylla  nor  Charybdis,  came  fafe  to  Malta,  firft  called 
Mdita,  from  the  abundance  of  honey.  It  is  a whole 
rock  covered  with  very  little  earth.  The  grand  mailer 
lives  here  in  the  Hate  of  a fovereign  prince  ^ but  his 
llrcngth  at  fea  now  is  very  fmall.  I'he  fortifications  are 
reckoned  the  beft  in  the  world,  all  eut  in  the  folid  rock 

with  infinite  exjxmce  and  labour. Off 'this  illana  wc 

were  tolled  by  a fevere  florm,  and  were  very  glad,  af- 
ter eight  days,  to  be  able  to  put  into  Porta  Farine  on  the 
African  flrore,  where  our  fhip  now  rides.  At  Tunis  wc 
were  met  by  the  Englifh  conful  who  refides  iiere.  I 
readily  accepted  of  tire  offer  of  his  houfe  there  for  fome 
days,  being  very  curious  to  fee  tins  part  ot  the  worUl, 
and  particularly  the  ruias  of  Garthace.  I lift  out  in  Iris 
chaife  at  nine  at  night,  the  moop  l>eing  at  full.  1 faw 
the  profpe^l  of  the  countr)'  almoil  as  vtsII  as  I colild  have 
done  by  day-light;  and  the  heat  of  tiie  fun  is  now  fo  in- 
tolcrabl'e,  ’tis  impolfible  to  travel  at  any  other  time.  The 
foil  is,  for  the  moil  part,  fandy,  but  every  where  fruitful 
of  date,  olive,  and  fig-trees,  wliich  grow  without  art,  yet 
afford  the  moll  delicious  fruit  in  die  world.  Therd  vine- 
yards and  melon-fields  are  inclos’d  by  hedges  of  tliat  plant 
we  call  Indian-fig,  which  is  an  admirable  fence,  no  rvild 
beaft  Ijeing  able  to  pafs  it.  It  grows  a great  height, 
\cry  tliick,  and  tlie  fpikes  or  thorns  are  as  long  and  fliarp 
as  bodkins;  it  bears  a fruit  much  eaten  by  the  peal'ants, 
and  which  has  no  111  tafic. 

It  being  now  the  feafon  of  the  Turkifli  ramadan^  or 
Lent,  and  all  here  profclling,  at  leaf!  the  Mahometan 
religion,  they  faft  till  the  going  dt)wn  of  the  fun,  and 
fpend  the  night  in  feaftlng.  We  faw  under  the  tree^, 
companies  of  the  country  people,  eating,  fmging,  and 
dancing,  to  tlicir  wild  mufic.  They  are  not  quite  black, 
but  all  nml^ttoes,  and  the  moft  frightful  creatures  that 
can  appear  in  a human  figure.  Tliey  are  almoft  naked, 
only  wearing  a piece  of  coarfe  ferge  wrapped  about  them. 

But  the  women  have  their  arms,  to  their  very 

ftiouldcrs,  an.I  their  necks  and  faces,  adorned  wish  flow- 
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crs,  flars,  and  various  forts  of  figures  iniprefled  by  gun- 
powder ; a confiderabic  addition  to  their  natural  deformi- 
ty ; which  is,  however,  efieeraed  very  ornamental  amoiigd 
them  5 and  I believe  they  fuffer  a good  deal  of  pain  by  it,'. 

About  (lx  miles  from  Tunis,  we  faw  the  remains  of 
That  noble  arjuedu6l,  which  carried  the  water  to  Car-- 
thage,  over  feveral  high  mountains,  the  length  of  forty 
milc.s.  There  are  flill  many  arches  entire.  We  fpent 
two  hours  viewing  it  with  great  attention,  and  Mr  . 

^ y aiTured  me  that  of  Rome  b very  much  inferior  ‘ 

to  it.  The  (lones  are  of  a prodigious  fize,  and  yet  all 
polifiied,  and  fo  exaiflly  fitted  to  each  other,  very  little  i 
cement  has  been  made  ufe  of  to  join  them.  Yet  they-  | 
may  probal  >ly  hand  a thoufand  years  longer,  if  art  is  not  | 
made  ufe  ot  to  pull  them  down.  Soon  after  day-break  I j 
arrived  at  Tunis,  a town  fairly  built  of  very  white  fione, 
but  quite  without  gardens,  which,  they  fay,  were  all  de- 
ftroyed  when  the  Turks  firft  took  it,  none  having  bceit 
planted  fince.  The  dry  fand  gives  a very  difagrecable. 
profpecl  to-lhe  eye  ; and  the  want  of  fiiade  contributing 
to  the  natural  heat  of  the  climate,  renders  it  fo  excefllve, 
that  I have  much  ado  to  fupport  it.  ’Tis  true,  here  Is, 
every  noon,  the  refrefhment  of  the  fea-breeze,  without 
which  it  would  be  impoifible  to  live  ; but  no  frefli  water 
but  what  ispreferved  in  the  cillerns  of  the  rains  that  fall 
in  the  montlt  of  September.  The  women  of  the  town  gO' 
veiled  from  head  to  foot  under  a black  crape,  and  being,  ' 
mixed  with  a breed  of  renegadoes,.  are  faid  to  be  many  of 
them  fair  and  handfome.  This  city  was  belleged  in  1 270, 
by  Lewis  king  of  France,  who  died  under  the  walls  of 
It,  of  a peflilentlal  fever.  After  his  death,  Philip,  his  fon,  . 
and  our  prince  Edward,  fon  of  Henry  III.  raifed  the  fiege 
on  honourable  terms.  It  remained  under  its  natural  .Afri- 
can kings,  till  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  Barbaroffa,  ad- 
miral of  Solyman  the  Magnificent.  The  emperor  Charles 
V . expelled  Barbaroffa,  but  it  was  recovered  by  the  Turk 
under  the  condua  of  Sinan  Baffa,  in  the  reign  of  Selim 
II.  From  that  time  till  now,  it  has  remained  tributary  to 
t]2e  grand  fignior,  gover.-cd  by  a bey^  who  fuffers  the 

name 
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.name  of  fubjcft  to  the  Turk,  but  has  ren  luncecl  the  Tub- 
jcaion,  being  abfolute,  and  very  feldom  paying  any  tri- 
bute. The  great  city  of  Bagdat  is,  at  tliis  time,  in  the 
fame  circumhances ; and  tlie  grand  fignior  connives  at 
the  lofs  of  thefe  dominions,  for  fear  of  lofiog  even  the 
titles  of  them. 

I WENT  very  early  yeflerday  morning  (after  one  niglit’s 

•repofe)  to  fee  the  ruins  of  Carthage. 1 was,  iicwever, 

half  broiled  in  the  fun,  and  overjoyed  to  be  led  into  one 
of  the  fubterrancan  apartments,  which  they  called,  T.be 
fables  of  the  elephants^  but  which  I cannot  believe  were 
ever  defigned  for  that  ufe.  I found  in  them  many  bro- 
ken pieces  of  columns  of  fine  marble,  and  fome  of  por- 
phyry. I cannot  think  any  body  would  take  the  irlfgni- 
ficant  pains  of  carrying  them  thither,  and  I cannot  ima- 
gine fuch  fine  pillars  were  defigned  ibr  the  ufe  of  fiables. 
I am  apt  to  believe  they  were  fiiinmer  apartments  under 
their  palaces,  which  the  heat  of  the  climate  rendered  ne- 
ceflary.  They  are  now  ul’ed  as  granaries  by  the  country 
people.  While  I fat  here,  from  the  town  of  ‘Tents  not  far 
off,  many  of  the  women  flocked  In  to  fee  me,  and  we 
were  equally  entertained  w'ith  viewing  one  another.  Their 
pofture  in  fitting,  the  colour  of  their  fkln,  their  lank  black 
hair  falling  on  each  fide  their  faces,  their  featmes,  and 
the  fliape  of  their  limbs,  differ  fo  little  from  their  country- 
people  the  baboons,  ’tis  hard  to  fancy  them  a diflindl  race ; 
I could  not  help  thinking  there  had  been  fomc  ancient 
alliances  between  them. 

When  I was  a little  refrtflied  by  refi,  and  fome  milk  and 
exquifite  fruit  they  brought  me,  I went  up  tiie  little  hill 
where  once  flood  the  caflle  of  Byrfa,  and  from  thence  I 
had  a diflinfl  view  of  the  fituation  of  the  famous  city  of 
Carthage,  which  flood  on  an  ifthinus,  tlie  fea  coming  on 
each  fide  of  it.  ’Tis  now  a marlby  ground  on  one  fi  le, 
where  there  are  fait  ponds.  Strabo  calls  Carthage  forty 
miles  in  circumference.  There  are  now  no  remains  of  it, 
but  what  I have  deferibed ; and  the  hiflory  of  it  is  too 
well  known  to  want  my  abridgement  of  it.  You  fee, 
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Sir,  that  I think  you  eftecm  obedience  better  than  com- 
j'liments.  I liave  anfwered  your  letter,  by  giving  you 
the  accounts  you  delired,  and  have  reterved  my  tiiunks  i 
to  the  conclufion.  I intend  to  leave  this  place  to-morrow,  ^ 
and  continue  my  journey  through  Italy  and  France.  In 
one  of  thofc  places  I hope  to  tell  you,  by  word  of  moutli,  i 
that  I am, 

Youi-  humble  fervant,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XLV 

p.  ^ TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


Genoa,  Ati^.  28.  O.  S.  1718. 

1 fBF-G  your  pardon,  my  dear  fidcr,  that  I did  not  write 
to  you  from  Tunis,  the  only  opportunity  I have  had  (ince 
1 left  Conilantinojtle.  But  the  heat  there  was'  fo  exeef-' 
five,  and  the  light  fo  bad  for  the  light,  I was  half  blind 

by  writing  one  letter  to  the  Abbot , and  durft  not  go 

to  write  many  others  I had  dcligned*,  nor  ir.dced  could 
I have  entertained  you  very  well  out  of  that  barbarous 
country.  I am  now  furrounded  with  fubjedls  of  plcafurc,  ’< 
and  fo  much  charmed  with  the  beauties  of  Italy,  that  I 
fliould  think  it  a kind,  of  ingratitude  not  to  offer  a little 

prail'e  in  return  for  the  divcrllon  I have  had  here. I 

am  in  the  houfe  of  Mrs  D’Avenant  at  St  Pierre  d’ Arena, 
and  fluJuld  be  very  unjnfl  not  to  allow  her  a Ihare  of 
tliatpraife  I fpeak.ofy  fince  her  gwd  humour  and.  good' 
comiTiiny  have  very  much  contributed  to  render  this  jolacc 
agreeable  to  me. 

CgwAis  fituated  in  a veiy  fine  bay;  and  being  built 
on  a rifing  lilll,  extermixed  witlt  gardens,  and  beautiried 
with  the  mofi  excellent  architecture,  gives  a veiy-  fine  ' 
profpsifl  off  at  fea ; though  it  loll  much  of  its  beauty  In 
mr  eyes,  having  been  accuflomed'  to  that  of  Conllanti-  • 

iiople. 
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uople.  The  Genoefo  were  once  maftcrs  of  feveral  iflands 
in  the  Arcliiptlago,  and  all  that  part  of  ConRantinop  s 
which  is  now  called  Galata.  Their  betraying  the  " 
tian  caufe,  by  facilitating  the  taking  of  Conllantinople 
by  the  Turk,  deicrved  what  has  fince  happened  to  them, 
even  the  lofs  of  all  their  conquells  on  that  fide  to  thofc 
infideh.  They  are  at  prefent  far  from  rich,  and  are  de- 
fpiled  by  the  French,  fince  their  doge  was  iorced  by  the 
late  king  to  go  In  perlon  to  Paris,  to  alk  pardon  for  fuch  a 
tritie  as  the  arms  of  France  over  the  houfe  of  the  env(^, 
being  fpattered  with  dung  in  the  night.  This,  I fuppofe, 
was  done  by  fome  of  the  Spanifh  faction,  which  ftill  makes 
up  the  majoj-ity  here,  though  they  dare  not  openly  e'-’are 
it.  The  ladies  atfea  the  French  habit,  and  are  more  gen- 
teel than  thofe  they  imitate.  I do  not  doubt  but  the 
cuilom  of  Cizilbei’s  has  very  much  Improved  their  airs. 

I know  not  whether  you  ever  heard  of  thofe  animals. 
Upon  my  word,  nothing  but  my  own  eyes  could  have  con- 
vinced me  tliere  were  any  fuch  upon  earth.  The  fa- 
flfion  began  here,  and  is  now  received  all  over  Italy, 
where  the  hulbands  are  not  fuch  terrible  creatures  as  we 
reprefent  tliem.  There  are  none  among  them  luch  brutes, 
as  to  pretend  to  find  fault  with  a cuilom  fo  well  clla- 
blifhcd,  and  fo  politically  founded,  fince  I am  allured,  tliat 
it  was  an  expedient,  firil  found  out  by  the  fciiate,  to  put 
an  end  to  thofe  family  hatreds,  which  tore  their  Hate  to 
pieces,  and  to  find  employment  for  thofe  young  men 
who  were  forced  to  cut  one  another’s  throats,  pour  faj/cr 
Ic  temps  'and  it  has  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  fince  ti.c  i-i- 
fiitution  of  Cizilbei,  there  has  been  nothing  but  peace 
and  good  humour  amongd  them.  ThciC  arc  gentieineii 
who  devote  theinfelves  to  the  fervice  of  a particular  lady 
(I  mean  a married  one)  ior  the  virgins  are  all  invilibic, 
and  confined  to  convents:  I hey  are  obligeci  to  wait  on 
her  to  all  public  places,  fuch  as  the  plays,  operas,  and  af- 
femblies,  (uhieh  arc  called  here  Comerfatiens)^  where 
tliey  wait  behind  her  cl>air,  take  care  ot  her  Ian  and 
' gloves,  if  Ihe  plays,  have  the  privilege  of  whifpers,  &c. 

When  flic  goes  out,  they  ferve  her  inllcad  of  lac- 

quies,  gravelj’  trotring  by  her  chair.  ’Tis. their  bufincU 
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Ic)  prepay's  for  her  a pretent  againu  any  day  of  public  ap- 
pearance, not  forgetting  that  of  her  own  name  * 5 in 
Ihort,  they  are  to  fpend  all  their  time  and  money  in  her 
fervice,  who  rewards  them  accordingly  (for  opportunity 
' they  want  none)  but  the  hulband  is  not  to^  have  the  im- 
pudence to  J'uppofe  this  any  other  than  pure  Platonic 
friendfliip.  ’Tis  true,  they  endeavour  to  give  Iier  a Ci- 
z’^/hei  of  their  own  ehnflng;  but  when  the  lady  happens  ' 
not  to  be  of  the  fame  tafie,  as  that  often  happens,  fhe  | 
never  fails  to  bring  it  about  to  have  one  of  her  own  fancy,  j 
In  ibrrricr  times,  one  beauty  ufed  to  have  eight  or  ten  I 
of  tliefe  humble  admirers ; but  thofe  days  of  plenty  and 
humility  are  no  more.  Men  grow  more  fcarce  and  I’aucy, 

. and  every  lady  is  forced  to  content  herftlf  with  one  at  a 
time. 

Y ou  may  fee  in  this  place  tlie  glorious  liberty  of  a re- 
public, or  more  propei  ly,  an  arillocracy,  the  common  peo- 
ple being  here  as  arrant  Haves  as  the  French  5 but  the  old 
nobles  pay  little  refpedl  to  the  doge,  who  is  but  two  years  1 
In  his  office,  and  whofe  wife,  at  that  very  time,  affumes 
no  rank  above  another  noble  lady.  ’Tis  true,  the  family 
of  Andrea  Doria  (that  great  man,  who  reftored  them  that 
liberty  they  enjoy)  have  fome  particular  pjivileges. 
When  the  fenate  found  it  neceffary  to  put  a Hop  to  the 
luxury  of  drefs,  forbidding  the  wearing  of  jewels  and 
bi’ocades,  they  left  them  at  liberty  to  make  what  expence  ' 
they  plcaied.  1 look  with  great  p^eafure  on  the  datuc 
of  that  hero,  which  is  in  the  court  belonging  to  the  houfe 
of  duke  Doria.  Tiiis  puts  me  in  mind  of  their  palaces, 
which  I can  never  deferibe  as  1 ought. — Is  it  not  enough, 
■■that  I fay,  they  are,  moft  of  them,  the  delign  of  Palla- 
dio The'lircct  called  Strada  Nova,  is  perhaps  the  moll 
beautiful  line  of  building  in  tire  world.  I mufl  particu-  ■ 
larly  mention  die  Vaft  palaces  of  Durazzo,  thofe  of  the 
’ two  Balbi,  joined  together  by.  a magnificent  colonadc, 
that  of  the  Imperiale  at  this  village  of  St  Pierre  d’ Arena, 
and  another  ot  the  Doria.  The  perfection  of  architeclure, 
-and  the  utmoft  profufion  of  rich  furniture  are  to  b . feen 

here, 

• Tliat  is,  the  day  of  the  fair.t  lifter  whom  fhe  is  called. 
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here,  difuofed  with  the  moft  elegant  tafte,  and  lavifli  inag- 
niricence.  But  I am  charmed  with  nothing  fo  ^ 

the  colleaion  of  jdaures  by  the  pencils  of  Kaphae^ 
Paulo  Veronefe,  Titian,  Garacci,  Michael  Angelo,  Cjui- 
tio.  ^nd  Gorregio,  which  two  I mention  lafl  as  my  par- 
ticular favourites.  Town,  I can  hnd  no  pleafuic  in  Ot> 
jccTs  of  horror;  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  more  natumlly  a 
crucifix  is  reprefented,  the  more  difagrceable  it  is.  ihele, , 
my  beloved  painters,  fliew  nature,  and  Ihew  it  in  the  molt 
charming  light.  I was  particularly  pjeafed  with  a Lu-- 
cretia  in  tlie  hdufc  of  Balbi ; the  exprellive  beauty  ot  that 
face  and  bofom,  gives  all  the  pallion  ot  pity  and  admira- 
tion, that  could  be  raifed  in  tlie  foul,  by  the  .hnea  poem 
on  that  fubjea  A'  Gleopatra  of  the  lame  hand,  delerves 
to  be  mentioned;  and  1 Ihould.  fay  more  ot  her,  it  Lu- 

cretia  .had  not  firft  engaged  my  eyes. Here  are  alio  , 

fome  ineftimable  an«ient  buftos i he  church  ot  bt 

Lawrence  is  built,  of  black  and  white  marble,  tyhere  is 
kept  that  famous  plate  of  a fingle  emerald,  which  is  not 
now  permitted  to  be  handled,  fmee  a plot,  which,  they 
fay,  was  difeovered,  to  throw  it  on  the  pavement  and 
break  it ; a childilb  piece  of  malice,  winch  they  atenbe 
to  the  king  of  Sicily,  to  be  revenged  tor  theu'  yefufing 
to  fell  it  to  him.  The  church  of  the  annunciation  is  txiicly 
lined  with  marble  ; the  pillars  are  of  red  and  \vhite  mar- 
ble ; that  of  St  Ambrofe  has  been  very  much  adorned  by 
the  Jefuits;  but  I confefs,  all  the  churches  -ppeared  to. 
mean  to  me,  after  that  of  Sanaa  Sophia,  I can  hardly  do  . 
them  the  honour  of  writing  down  their  names.  But  I 
hope  you  will  own,  I have  made  good  ufe  ot  my  time,  m 
feeing  fo  much,  fmee  ’tis  not  many  days  that  we  have 
been  out  of  the  quaranUnc,  from  winch  no  bndy  i-s  ex- 
empted coming  from  the  Levant.  Ours,  in.i^d,  wa-s  ve- 
ry, much  fiiortened,  and  very  agreeably  p.,irsd  in,,iMr3 
I )’.-\venant’s  company,  in  the  village  oi  St  1 lo  re  d Arena, 
about  a mile  from,  Genoa,  in  a houl^.built  by  lalLdus  to, 
well  dcfigned,  and  fo  nobly  proportioned,  twas  a pleia.ire 
to  walk  in  it.  We  were  vilited  here  only  by  a fey/  Lng- 
lifh.  in  the  company  of  a noble  (»ennefc,  coiTiiDiiiionc 
to  fee  we  did  not  touch  one  another,  i luali  flay 

\j  2 
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feme  days  longer,  and  could  almoft  wifh  it  were  for  all 
iny  life ; but  mine,  I fear,  is  not  deflined  to  lo  much 
tiancjuillity. 

I am,  &c.  &C. 


LET.  XL  VI. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF 


Tur/?z,  Sept.  1 2.  O.  S.  1718. 

A CAME  in  two  days  from  Genoa,  through  fine  roads, 
to  this  place.  I have  already  feen  what  is  fhewed  to 
Grangers  in  the  town,  whicli,  indeetl,  is  not  worth  a very 
]'articular  cefeription  ; and  I have  not  refped  enough  for  ! 
tlic  holy  handkerchief,  to  fpeak  long  of  it.  The  churches 
are  handfoincr,  and  fo  is  tlic  king’s  palace  5 but  1 have 
lately  ften  fuch  perfedion  of  architedure,  I did  not  give 
much  of  my  attention  to  the fe  pieces.  The  town  itfelf  is 
fairly  built,  fituated  in  a fine  plain  on  the  banks  of  die 
To.  At  a little  difiance  from  it,  we  faw  tlie  palaces  of 
I.a  Venerie,  ajid  La  Valentin,  both  very  agreeable  re- 
treats. We  were  lo<lgcd  in  the  Piazza  Royale,  which  is 
cne  of  the  noblefL  fquares  I ever  faw,  witli  a fine  portico 
of  white  done  epaite  round  it.  We  were  immediately  vi- 

llted  by  the  Chevalier , whom  you  knew  in  Eng- 

land;  who,  with  great  civility,  begged  to  introduce  us  at 
Court,  which  is  now  kept  at  Rivoli,  about  a league  from 
'furin.  I went  thither  yefterday,  and  had  the  honour  of 
wailing  on  the  queen,  being  prefented  to  her  bv  her  fird 
lady'ot  honour.  I loimd  her  majefiy  in  a magnificent  a- 
parimcnt,  with  a train  of  hand fomc’ ladies,  all  drtlVed  in 
gowns,  amongll  which  it  was  cafy  to  didinguifii  the  fair 
princels  ot  Carignan.  1 he  queen  entertained  me  with  a 
world  of  fwcetnefs  and  atlability,  and  feemed  mifireis  c4' 
a great  fiiare  cd  gncKl  ler.le.  She  did  not  I'orgct  to  put  me 
ffi  mmd  ol  her  Englilh  blood;  arid  added,  that  flic  always 
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felt  in  hcrlelf  a particular  inclination  to  love  the  Englifli, 
1 returned  her  civility,  by  giving  her  the  title  of  majefty, 
as  often  as  I could,  which,  perhaps,  Ihe  will  not  have  the 
comfort  of  heai  f g many  months  longer. — The  king  has  a 
great  deal  of  vivacity  in  his  eyes  5 and  tlic  young  prince 
of  Piedmont  is  a very  handfome  young  man  ; but  the 
great  devotion  which  this  Court  is,  at  prefcnt,  iallcn  into, 
does  not  permit  any  of  thofe  entei  tainments  proper  for  his 
age.  Procellions  and  mailes  are  all  the  magniticence  in 
fafliion  here;  and  gallantry  is  fo  criminal,  that  the  poor 

Count  of , who  was  our  acquaintance  at  London,  is 

very  ferioully  difgraced,  for  fome  Imall  overtures  he  pre- 
fumed to  make  to  a maid  of  honour.  I intend  to  let 
out  to-moiTow,  and  to  pafs  thofe  dreadful  Alps,  fo  much 
talked  of. — ^If  I come  to  the  bottom,  you  lhall  hear  of 
file. — I am,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  XLVII. 

TO  MRS  T 

Lyons ^ Ssp,  25.  O.  S.  1718. 

T RECEIVED,  at  my  arrival  here,  both  your  obliging 
letters,  and  alfo  letters  from  many  of  my  other  friends, 
defigned  to  Conflantinople,  and  lent  me  from  Marfeilles 
hither;  our  merchant  there,  knowing  we  were  ilpcn  our 

return.  I am  fur^uifed  to  hear  niy  filter has  left 

England.  I fuppol’c  what  I wrote  to  her  Irom  Turin 
will  be  loll,  and  where  to  diredt  I know  not,  having  no 
account  of  her  atiairs  from  her  own  hand.  For  my  own 
part,  1 am  confined  to  my  chamber,  having  kept  my  bed 
till  yeftcidav,  ever  fince  the  tliat  i came  to  this 

town,  where  1 have  had  To  terrif  le  a fever,  I believed,  • 
for  fome  time,  that  all  my  journeys  were  ended  here ; 
and  I do  not  at  ail  vvender,  that  fucli  fatigues  as  I have 
palled,  fiiouid  hav«  Inch  au  tfiecL  The  firll  day’s  jour- 
ney 
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ne*  from  Turin  to  NovalelTe,  is  through  a very  flne  coun- 
try, heautirully  pkiited,  and  enriched  by  art  and  nature. 
The  next  day  wc  began  to  afeend  mount  Cenis,  being 
tari'icd  in  Jittle  feats  of  twided  ofiers,  fixod  upon  poles,  up-- 
on  mens  /boulders;  our  chaifes  ttiken  to  pieces,  and  laid 
npOn  mules. 

The  prodigious  profpci5l  of  mountains  covered  with  c- 
tcrnal  fnow,  of  clouds  hanging  I'ar  below  our  feet,  and  of 
vail  cafeades  tumbling  down  the  rocks  with  a confiifcd  J 
roaring,  would  have  been  enie-  taining  to  me,  if  I had  fuf- 
fered  lefs  from  the  extreme  cold  that  reigns  here.  But- 
the  mifty  rains  which  fall  pci-petiiallv,  jrenetrated  even 
the  thick  ftir  I was  wrapped  in  ; and  I was  half  dead  with 
cold,  before  we  got  to  the  foot  of  the  inoHntain,  which  | 

was  not  till  two  liour.s  after  dark.  This  hill  has  a-  fpac*>  i 

ous  plain  on  the  top  of  it,  and  a fine  lake  theie.;  but  the 
defeent  is  fo  deep  aird  llip|:)ery,  ’tis  fuepri/iug  to  fee  thefe 
chairmen  go  fo  lleadily  as  they  do.  Yet  1 was  not  half 
fo  mncli  afraid  of  breaking  my  neck,  as  I was  of  falling 
fick  j and  the.  event,  has  Ihcwed,  tliat  .I  placed  my  fears 
riglit. 

The  other  mountains  arc  new  all  paffabic  for  a chaife,^ 
and  very  fruitful  in  vines  and  pallures:  Amongfi  them  is 
a breed  of  the  fined  goats  in  the  world.  Acquebellet  is 
the  lad.  and  foon  after,  wc  entered  Poitt  bcanv.>inn,  the 
frontier  town  of  Fiance,  whofe  bridge  parts  this  kingdom,  . 
and  the  dcicifiions  of  Savoy.  Tlie  fame  night  we  arrived 
at  tubs  town,  where  1 have  had  not'ning  to  do,  but  to 
take  cai-e  of  my  health.  I tiiink  myftlf  already  out  of' 
any  danger;  and- am  detennined,  that  the  fore  throat, 
which  frill  remains,  /hall  not  confine  me  long.  I r.m  im-. 
patient  to  fee  the  curiofiiics  of  this  famous  citv,  and  more 
impatient  to.  continue  my  journey  to  Paris,  fi  om  wlience, 

I hope  to  write  you  a more  diverting  letter  than  ’tis  pof- 
/ible  lor  me  to  do  nut.-,  with  a mind  weakened  by  fick- 
nels,  a head  muddled  with  fplccn,  from  a foiiy  iim,  and 
a chamber  crammed  with  mortif\ing  dijeels  of  ajK>tIicca- 
ries  vials  and  bottles I am,  Sec,  £<c. 
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TO  MR  POPE. 

Lyins^  Sept.  28.  O,  S.  £718. 

I RECEIVED  j-’otirs  here,  and  Ihould  thank  you  for  the 
pleafure  you  feem  to  enjoy  from  my  return  ; but  I can 
hardly  forbear  being  angry  at  you  for  rejoicing  at  what 
difpleafes  me  fo  much.  You  will  think  this  but  an  odd 
eompliment  on  my  fide.  I’ll  affure  you,  ’tis  not  fronx 
infenlibility  of  the  joy  of  feeing  my  friends;  but  whei-\ 
I confider,  that  I muft,  at  the  fame  time,  fee  and  hear  a 
thoufand  difagrceable  impertinents  ; that  I mull  receive? 
and  pay  vifits,  make  courtclles,  and  allid  at  tea-tables, 
where  I diall  be  half  killed  with  queilious : and,  on  the 
otlier  part,  that  I am  a creature  that  caniidt  ferve  any 
body,  but  with  inlignihcant  good  wiihes ; and  that  my 
prefence  is  not  a neceflaiy  good  to  any  one  member  of 
my  native  country,  I think  I might  much  better  have 
Raid  where  eafe  and  quiet  made  up  the  liappinefs  of  my 

indolent  life. 1 ihould  certainly  be  melancholy,  if  I 

purfued  this  theme  one  line  farther.  I will  rather  till 
the  remainder  of  tiiis  paper  with  the  inferiptions  on  the 
tables  of  brals,  that  are  placed  on  each  fide  of  the  town- 
houfe. 

1.  TABLE. 

Mjererum.  noRr  : : : : : fii  : : : Equidem.  primatn. 

omnium,  ilium-  cogitation em.  hominum.  quam-  inaxime. 
.prirnam.  occurfuram-  mi  hi-  providco.  depnecor.  nc-  quafi. 
-novam.  iRam.  rem.  introduci-  exhorrefcatb-.  fed-  ilia-  pn. 
tius.  cogitetis.  quam-  multa.  in-  Iiac.  ciiiitate.  novata. 
fint-  et-  quidem-  Ratim-  ab-  origine.  urbis.  noRrsc-  in. 
quod.  fbrm.ao.  Ratufquc-  res.  p.  noRra.  diJucla,  fit- 

Quonda*. 
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Quondam,  reges-  hanc-  tenuere-  urbem.  ne-  tamen.  do- 
mefticis.  fucccflbribus*  earn,  tradcre-  contigit-  lupei-ve- 
nere.  alien!-  et-  quidam.  extcrni-  ut-  Numa.  Romulo.  fuc- 
cefferit.  cx.  Sabinis-  veniens-  vicinus-  quidem,  fed.  tunc, 
externus.  ut.  Anco-  Marcio.  Prifcus,  Tarquinlus-  propter, 
temeratuin.  fangulnem-  quod,  patre-  de-  marato.  Corin- 
thio.  natus.  eret-  et.  Tarquinienfi-  matre-  generofa.  fed- 
inopi-  ut.  qiisE.  tali,  marito-  neceffe.  habuerit-  fucciini- 
bere.  cum.  donii.  repelleretur*  a-  gerendis.  honoribu  >. 
pollquam.  Romam-  niigravit-  regnum-  adeptus.  eft.  huic. 
tjuoquc.  et.  filio.  nepotive-  ejus.  nam-  et-  hoc.  inter.  aui.> 
tores,  difcrepat.  incrctus-  Servius-  Tullius,  fi-  noftros.  fe- 
quimur.  captiva.  natus.  ocre/ia.  fi.  lufcos.  coeli.  quon- 
dam. vivennae,  fodalis.  fideliliimus.  omnifque.  ejus  cafiis, 
comes,  poftqiiam.  varia.  fortuna.  exadlus-  cum*  omnibus, 
reliquis.  coeliani-  exercitus-  Etrui'ia.  excellit.  inontein. 
(joelium.  occupavit.  et-  a-  duce.  fuo.  Coclio,  ita.  appelli- 
tatus.  inutatoque-  nomine,  nam-  tufee.  maftarna.  ei.  no- 
men- erat,  ita.  appcllatus.  eft.  ut.  dixi.  et-  regnum-  fum- 
nia.  cum-  reVp.  utilitatc-  obtinuit-  diende-  poftquam.  Tar- 
quini-  Superbi-  mores,  invifi-  civitali.  noftrse.  efie.  coepe- 
runt.  qua.  ipfiiis-  qua.  filiorum-  ejus-  nempe.  pertasfum- 
eft.  mentes,  regni-  et-  ad.  conlulcs.  annuos-  inagiftratus- 
adminiftratio.  reip.  tranflata.  eft. 

Quid.  nunc,  commemorem-  dIblaturaE.  hoc.  ipfo-  con- 
fulari-  impenum.  valentius.  repertum.  apud-  majores.  nof- 
tros quo.  in-  afpeiioribus-  bellis-  aut.  in.  civili-  motu. 
difticiliori-  uterentur.  aut-  in-  auxiliiim-  plebis-  creatos. 
tribunes,  plcbei.  quid,  a-  coniulibus-  ad.  decemviros-  tranf- 
latum.  imperium-  folutcqiie  poftea.  decemvirali-  regno, 
ad-  coniules-  rurfus-  reditum-  quid-  im  : : : : v.  li?. 
diilributum.  coniulare.  impcriuHi.  tribimofque-  niilitum. 
coniulari.  impeiio-  appcllatus.  qui-  feni-  et  odloni-  cre- 
arentur-  quid,  commimicato.':.  poftremo-  cum.  plebc-  ho* 
nores-  non.  imperi-  folum.  led.  facerdotoniin.  qiioque* 
jamfi.  naiTtm.  bclJa-  a.  quibus-  cocf  erint.  majores.  noilri. 
et.  quo-  procefTcrimus.  vereor-  ne-  nimio.  infolentior-  elTe- 
vidcar-  et-  quaelifte-  jablationem.  glorisE-  prolati.  imperi. 
ultra-  oceanum-  fed-  illo  C-  Porius.  revertar-  ci\itatcm. 

n-  TABLE. 
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II.  TABLE. 

fane 

i : : : : i : : novo  : : : ciivus  : aug  : : : no  : ]us.  et. 
patruus.  Ti.  Cjrfar.  omnem.  fiorem.  ubiquc.  coloniaruin. 
ac.  municipioriim.  bononnn.  fcllictt.  virorum.  et.  locuple- 
tiiim.  in.  hac.  curia,  cffe.  vpluit.  quid.  ergo.  non.  ita- 
licus.  lenator.  provinciali.  potior,  ell.  jam.  vobis.  cum. 
liauc.  partem,  cenfura*.  mese.  approbate,  coepero.  quid.  de. 
ca.  re.  fentiam.  rebus,  ollendam.  fed.  ne.  provinciales. 
quidcm.  li.  modo.  ornare.  curiam,  potcrint.  rejiciendos.  puto. 

Ornatiflima.  ecce.  coJonia,  valentiffiinaque.  Riennen- 
fium.  quam.  longo.  jam.  tempore,  fenatores.  luiic.  curise. 
confert.  ex.  qua.  colonia.  inter,  paucos.  equcflris.  ordinia. 
ornamcntum.  L.  rcfiinum.  fainiliariflimc.  diligo.  et.  ho* 
dicque.  in.  rebus,  nicis.  detineo.  c.'jUs.  libeii.  fruantur. 
quxfo.  primo.  facerdotiormn.  gvadu.  poll.  modo.  cum. 
amis,  promoturi.  dignitatis.  fu$.  incrementa.  ut.  dirum. 
nomen.  latrcnis.  taceani.  et.  odi.  illud.  palellricum.  pro. 
diguum.  quod.  ante.  in.  domum.  confulatuin.  intulit, 
quain.  colonia.  lua.  folidum.  civitatis.  Romans,  bcnclt- 
cium.  confecuta.  ell.  idem.  de.  fratre.  ejus.  ^x)Clim.  di- 
cere.  miferabiji.  quidem.  indignillimoque.  hoc.  cafu.  ut. 
vobis.  utilis.  fcnator.  elTe.  non.  pofiit. 

Tempus.  cfl.  jam.  Ti.  Cxfar.  Geimanice.  dctegerc. 
te.  patribus.  confcripds.  quo.  tendat.  oratlc.  tua.  jam. 
enim.  ad.  extremes,  fines.  Gallix.  ^;arbonen^;3.  vcnilli. 

Tot.  ecce.  infignes.  juvencs.  quot.  intueor.  non,  ma* 
gis.  flint,  poenitendi.  fenatorib.  quam.  poenitet.  I’erficum. 
nobiliflimian.  vinim.  ainicum.  nicum.  inter,  imagines, 
majoruni.  fuorum.  Alloroglci.  nomcn.  Jegtre.  quod.  fi.  hxc 
ita-  tfife-  confenti.  is-  quid-  ultra-  uefidcratis-  quam.  uf 
vobis.  digito.  demonflrem-  folum-  ipfum.  ultra,  fines,  pro. 
vincis.  Narbonenfis  jam  vobis.  fciiatores.  mittcre.  quando. 
ex-  Lugduno-  habere-  nos-  nollii-  ordinis-  viros-  non. 
poenitet-  timide.  qu'nii.r!i-  p-  c-  egrcdui-  adfuetos,  familiares- 

Y • que- 
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que-  vobls.'provlnclarum,  term'mcs-  linn-  fed.  dcftri^le- ja:H 
coinaL®-  Gallia:,  caufa-  agenda-  c(l-  in.  qua-  fi-  qnis-  hoc- 
intuetur-  quod-  hello-  per-  deceni-  anno.s-  exercueruiit. 
divoin-  jullum  idem  opponat-  centum-  aniiorum-  immo. 
•bilem-  fidem-  obfequiumque-  iiiultii-  tiipidis-  rebus,  no.s. 
Iris  plufqiiam-  expertum.  ilii-  patrl-  mso-  Drufo-  Oerma. 
niam-  fubigenti-  tutam-  quietc  fua  fecurarn  pic-  a-  ter_ 
go  pacem-  praefliteruiit-  et-  qjidem  cum-  ad-  cenfus. 
iiovo-  turn-  opere-  et-  in-  adfueto-  Gallils-  ad.  beiluni, 
avocatus-  elTet-  quod-  opus-  quam.  ardaum-  /It.  nobis- 
nunc-  cum-  maxime-  quamvis-  nihil,  ultra  quam  ut-  p> 
djlice-  not:®,  hut • faoil tales-  nollrce- ex piratur-  nimis-  mag- 
no-  experimento-  cognofeimus- 

I w.vs  alfo  /hewed  without  the  gate  oF  St  Judinus, 
fome  remains  of  a Roman  a-quedued: ; and  behind  tire  mev 
iia  lery  of  St  Mnry,  there  are  the  ruins  of  the  imperial 
jtalace,  wh-ere  the  emperor  Claudius  was  born,  and  where 
Severns  lived.  The  great  catliedral  oF  St  John  is  a good 
Gothic  building,  and  its  clock  much  admired  by  the  Ger- 
mans. In  one  of  the  mod  confpicuons  parts  of  the  town, 
is  the  late  king’s  llatuc  fet  up,  trampling  upon  m.ankind- 
I cannot  forbear  Faying  one  word  here,  of  tire  French  fta- 
tiies  (for  I never  intend  to  mention  any  more  of  them) 
with  their  gidded  full-bottomed  wigs.  If  their  king  had 
intended  to  exprefs,  in  one  i.nage,  ignorance^  ill  and 
vanity^  liis  fculptors  could  have  made  no  oth-,-  h,gure,  fo 
proper  for  that  purpofe,  as  this  llatue,  which  leprefents 
the  odd  mixture  of  an  old  beau,  who  liid  a mini  to  be  a 
hero,  with  a bu/hel  of  curled  hair  on  his  heai,  and  a gilt 

truncheon  in  his  hand The  French  have  been  fo  voln- 

inlnjuson  the  hidory  of  this  town,  I need  fay  nothin -g  of 
it.  The  houfes  are  tolerably  well  built,  an  I the  Belle 
Gour  well  planted,  from  whence  is  feca  the  celebrated  join- 
ing of  the  Soane  and  Rhone. 

“ Ubi  Rhodantis  ingens  amnepresrapido  fluit 

‘‘  Ararque  duhuans  quo  fuos  jiudlus  agatd' 

I have  hal  time  to  fee  every  thing  wiili  great  l^ifurc, 
having  been  confined  fevcral  days  to  tliis  town  by  a fwell- 

big 
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ing  in  my  throat,  the  remains  of  a fever,  occarioneJ  by  a 
cold  I got  in  the  damps  of  the  ..\Ips.  The  dofiors  heie 
threaten  me  with  all  fortsof  diliempers,  if  1 dare  to  leave. 
tln.ni  ; but  I,  that  know  the  oblllnacy  of  it,  think  it  juft 
as  poflible  to  conlinue  my  way  to  Paris,  with  it,  as  to  ^ 
alx)ut  the  ftreets  of  Lyons  ; and  am  determined  to  purlue. 
my  journey  to-morrow,  in  fpite  of  doctors,  apothecaries, 
and  fore  threats.  ' 

When  you  fee  Lady  R , tell  her  I have  received! 

her  letter,  and  will  anfwer  it  from  Paris,  believing  that 
tlie  place  that.flie  would  moft  willingly  hear  of. 

1 am,  &c. 


LET.  XLIX.. 

Td  THE  LADY  R — 


Paris ^ Ocl.  1C.  O.  S;'  1 7 1 Sv 

I CAXNOT  give  my  dear  Lady  R a better  proofV 

of  the  pleafure  1 have  in  writing  to  her,  than  chufing  to^ 
do  it  in  this  feat  of  various  amufements,  where  I am  ac- 
cahleed  with  vifits,  and  thofe  fo  full  of  vivacity  and  com- 
pliments, that  ’tis  full  employment  enough  to  hearken,, 
■whether  one  anfwcrs  or  not..  Ihe  French  ambaftadrefs-' 
at  Corxf  antinople  has  a very  confiderable  and  numerous- 
family  here-  who  all  come  to  fee  me,  and  aremever  weary 
of  making  imjuiries.  The  air  of  Paiis  has  already  had  a 
good  efte^  on  me  ; for  I was  never  in  better  health,  -though 
I have  been  extremely  ill  all  the  read  from  Lyons  to  this 
place.  You  may  judge  how  agreeable  the  journey  has 
been  to  me ; wdiich  did  not  want  that  addition  to  make 
me  diilike  it.  I think  nothing,  fo  terrible  as  objccds  of 
mifery,  except  one  had  the  Cod-like  attribute  of.l.cing 
capable  to  redrefs  them  ; and  all  the  country  villages  of 
F)anceftie\v  nothing  elfe.  Wh'ik  the  peft  hcrfc!arv.'-:'.r.n.% 
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cd,  the  whole  town  comes  out  to  beg,  with  fuch  mlferablc 
ftarved  faces,  and  thin  tattered  cloaths,  they  need  no  o- 
ther  eloquence,  to  perfuade  one  of  the  wretchednefs  of 
their  condition.  This  is  all  the  French  magnificence,  till 
}ou  come  to  Fountainblean,  when  you  are  fliewed  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  rooms  in  the  king’s  hunting  palace. 
The  apartments  of  the  royal  family  are  very  large,  and 
richly  gilt  •,  but  I faw  nothing  in  the  architeclure  or  paint- 
ing worth  reniembering.  'I'he  long  gallery,  built 
Henry  I V.  has  profpefls  of  all  the  king’s  houfes.  Its  walls 
are  defigned  after  the  tafte  of  thofe  times,  but  appear 
now  very  mean.  The  park  is,  indeed,  finely  wootled  and 
watered,  the  trees  well  grown  and  plante.l,  and  in  the 
fifli-ponds  are  kept  tame  carp,  fail  to  be,  fome  of  tlmm, 
eighty  years  of  age.  Tire  late  king  pafl’ed  fimie  months 
ever}-  year  at  this  feat  5 and  all  the  rocks  round  it,  by  the 
pious  fentences  inferibed  on  tlicra,  fasw  the  devotion  in 
fafliion  at  his  court,  which  I believe  died  with  him  ; at 
Icafi,  I fee  no  exterior  marks  of  it  at  Paris,  where  all 
peoples  thoughts  feem  to  be  on  prefent  diverfion. 

V 

The  fair  of  St  I.awrencc  is  now  in  feafan.  You  may 
be  fare  I have  bcoi  carried  thither,  and  think  it  much 
better  difpofed  than  ours  of  Bartholomew,  lire  firoj^a 
being  all  fet  in  rows  fo  regularly  and  well  lighted,  they 
made  up  a very  agreeable  fpedacle.  Bat  I was  not  at 
all  fatisfied  with  the  of  their. harlequin,  no  more 

than  with  their  mufie  at  the  opera,  whiidi  was  abomina- 
bty  grating,  after  being  ufed  to  that  of  Italy.  Their 
houfe  is  a booth,  compared  to  that  of  the  Hay-market,, 
and  the  play -houfe  not  .fo  neat  as  that  of  Lincoln’s- Inn- 
ficlds  ; but  then  it  muft  be  owned,  to  their  praife,  their 
tragedians  arc  much  beyond  any  of  ours.  I fiiould  hardly 

allow  Mrs  O d a better  place  than  to  be  confidante 

to  La . I t.ave  feen  the  tragedy  of  Bajazet  fo  well 

reprefented,  that  I think  our  bcfi'aaor.s  can  be  only  faid 
to  fpeak,  but  thefe  to  feel ; and  ’tis  certainly  infinitely 
nmre  moving  to  fee  a man  appear  unhappy,  than  fo  Imar 
him  fay  tiiat  he  is  io,  with  a jolly  face,  and  a flupid  fmirk 
in  his  countenance.— .1  f’rc^os  of  countenances,  I nmil 

tdl 
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tell  y<?u  fomething  of  the  French  ladies ; I have  feen  all 

the  beauties,  and  fuch (I  can’t  help  making  ufc  of 

the  coarfe  word)  nauleous  creatures ! lo  fantaflically  ab- 
furd  in  tlieir  drefs ! fo  monftroully  unnatural  in  their 
paints  I their  hair  cut  Ihort,  and  curled  round  their  faces, 
and  fo  loaded  with  powder,  that  it  makes  it  look  like 
X white  wool  I and  on  their  cheeks  to  their  cliins,  unmerci- 
fully laid  on  a fhining  red  japan,  that  gliflens  in  a moll 
flaming  manner,  fo  that  they  feem  to  have  no  refemblancc 
to  human  faces.  I am  apt  to  believe,  that  they  took  thp 
firll  hint  of  tlieir  drefe  from  a fair  Ihccp  newly  ruddled. 
’Tis  with  pleafure  I recolledl  my  dear  pretty  country-wo- 
men : and  if  I was  writing  to  any  body  elfc,  1 fhould  fay, 
that  thefe  grotcfque  daubers  give  me  ftill  a higher  eftcem 

of  the  natural  charms  of  dear  Lady  R ’s  auburne  hair, 

and  the  lively  colours  of  licr  unfullied  comydexkm. 

I am,  &c.  &c. 

P.  S.  I HAVE  met  tlie  Abbe  liere,  who  defires  me  to 
make  his  compliments  to  you. 


LET.  L. 

TO  MR  T 

Paris,  Ocl.  16.  O.  S.  ryiS. 

V 

1 O U fee  I’m  juft  to  my  word,  in  wTiting  to  you  from 
Paris,  where  I was  very  much  furprifed  to  meet  my  lif- 
ter ; I need  not  add,  very  BiUch  plea  fed.  She  as  little 
expected  to  fee  me"  as  I her  (having  not  received  my  late- 
letters) ; and  this  meeting  would  Ihine  under  the  hand  of 
de  Scuderic;  but  I fhall  not  imitaLe  his  ftyle  fo  far,  as  to 
tell  you  how  often  wc  embraced,  how  Ihe  inquired,  by 
what  odd  chance  I returned  from  Conftantinople  ? And  I 
anfwered  her  by  alklng,  what  adventure  brought  her  to 
Pari:  ? To  fticrten  t!ie  ftoiy,  all  queftions,  and  anfwcrs. 
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and  exclamations,  and  coinpliment'  being  over,  we  sr- 
greed  upon  running  about  together,  and  have  lecn  Ver- 
luilJts,  Trianon,  Marli,  and  Sc  Cloud.  \Vc  had  an  order 
fi)r  the  water  to  play  for  our  diverfion,-  and  1 was  follow- 
ed thither  by  all  the  Englilh  at  Paris.  I own,  Verfailles 
appeaj'ed  to  me  rather  vaft  than  beautitul ; and  alter 
having  feen  the  exa^l  proportions  of  the  Italian  building?,. 

I thought  tjie  irregularity  of  it  Ihocking. 

Thc  king’s  cabinet  of  antujues  and  medals,  is,  indeed, 
very  riclily  furnifhed.  Amongfl  that  collcdlion,  none 
pleafed  fo  well,  as-  the  apothcods  of  Germanicus,  on  a 
large  agate,  which  i.s  one  of  the  moft  delicate  pieces  of- 
the  kind  that  I remember  to  have  feen.  I obferved  fome 
ancient  ftatues  of  great  value.  But  the  naufeou.s  flattery,, 
and  tawdry  pencil  of  Le  Brun,  are  equally  difgufling  in 
the.  gallery.  I will  not  pretend  to  defcriljc  to  you  the 
great  apartment,  the  vaft  variety  of  fountains,  the 
theatre,  the  grove  of  Efop’s  fables^  &o.  all  wdiich  you 
may  read  very  amply  particularized  in  fome  of  the 
Frencli  authors,  that  have  been  paid  for  thefe  deferip- 
tion.s.  Triiinon,  in  its  littlenefs,  pleafed  me  better  than 
Verfailles  ; Marli,  better  than  either  of  them  ; and  St 
Cloud  beft  of  all ; Iiaving  the  advantage  of  the  Seine  run- 
ning at  the  bottom  of  the  gardens,  the  great  cafeade,  &c. . 
You  may  find  information  in  the  aforefaid  books,  if  you 
have  any  curiofity  to  know  the  exafl  number  of  the  ftatues,. 
and  how.  many  feet  they  caft  up  the  water. 

We  faw  the  king’s  pictures  in  the  magnificent  lioufe.cff 
tiie  duke  D’  Antin,  wdio  has  the  care  of  preferving  them 
till  his  majefty  i.s  of  age.  There  are  not  many  but  of  the 
beft  hands.  1 looked  with  great  plcafure.on  the  arch-angeL 
of  Raphael,  where  the  fentiments  of  fiqx;rior  beings  are . 
as  well  e.xprelTed  as  in  Milton.  You  won’t  forgive  me,  if 
I fay  nothing  of  the  Tluiilleries,  much  finer  than  our 
Mall  5 and  the  Gour,.more  agreeable  than  our  Hyde-park,. 
die  high  trees  giving  ftiade  in  the  hotteft  feafon.  At  the 
Louvre,  I had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  the  king,  accom- 
panied by  the  Duke  regent.  He  is  tall,,  and  well  Ihapecl, 

but . 
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has  not  the  air  of  holding  ilie  crown  To  many  yeai-sa» 
I'.is  grandfather.  And  now  I am  Ij^eaking  ot  the  Court,  I 
nuiil  fay,  I faw  nothing  in  France  that  delighted  me  fo 
much,  as  to  fee  an  Engliflnnaii  (at  lead  a Briton)  abfo- 
lute  at  Paris  ; I mean  Mr  Law,  who  treats  their  dukes 
and  peers  extremely  tic  baiu  en  has^  and  is  treated  by 
tliem  with  the  utiuoll  fubmitlicn  and  refpedl:. — Poor  fouls  ! 

This  rcfledlion  on  their  abject  davery,  puts  me  in 

mind  of  the  pface  dcs  viBoires ; but  I will  not  take  irp 
your  time,  and  my  own,  with  fuch  deferiptions,  which 
are  too  numerous. 

In  general,  I think  Paris  has  the  advantage  of  London, 
dn  tlie  neat  pavement  of  the  dreets,  and  th.e  regular 
lighting  of  tliem  at  nights,  in  the  proportion  of  the 
Ine.ts,  the  houfes  being  all  built  of  done,  and  mod  of 
■thofe  belonging  to  people  of  quality  being  bcauiifed  by 
gardens.  Jhit^we  ceitainly  may  boad  of  a town  very 
near  twice  as  large;  and  when  i have  faid  that,  I know 
■nothing  elfe  we  furpafs  it  in.  I fliall  not  continue  here 
long:  it  you  have  any  thing  to  command  me  during  my 
fho-rt  day,  write  foon,  and  I lhall  take  pleafure  in  obey- 
digjou, 

I am,  &c.  Ike. 


LET.  LI. 

TO  THE  ABBOT  

Dover.  061.  'll.  O,  S.  1718. 

T 

JL  AM  willing  to  take  your  word  for  it,  that  I diall  re- 
ally oblige  vou,  by  letting  you  know',  as  foon  as  pollible, 
my  fafe  padage  over  the  water.  I arrived  this  morning 
at  I>)vtr,  after  being  tofled  a whole  night  in  the  packet- 
tcar.  In  fo  viclcnt  a manner,  that  the  mader,  conndcring 
the  weakhefs  of  his  veird,  tliought  it  proper  to  remove 

the 
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the  mail,  and  give  us  notice  of  the  danger.  We  called 
a little  hilling  boat,  which  could  hardly  make  up  to  us ; 
while  all  the  jieople  on  lioard  us  wereciying  to  Heaven. 
’Tis  hard  to  imagine  one’s  lelf  in  a feene  of  greater  lior- 
ror  than  on  fuch  an  occafion  : and  yet,  lhall  I own  it  to 
you  ? though  I was  not  at  all  willingly  to  be  drowned,  I 
could  not  forbear  being  entertained  at  the  double  diltreli 
of  a fellow-pafl'enger.  Slie  was  an  Englilh  lady  that  I 
had  met  at  Calais,  who  defired  me  to  let  her  go  over 
with  me  in  my  cabin.  She  had  bought  a fine  point-head, 
which  fhe  was  contriving  to  conceal  from  tlie  cullom- 
houfe  officers.  When  the  wind  grew  high,  and  our  little 
veflcl  cracked,  fhe  fell  very  heartily  to  her  prayers,  and 
thought  wholly  of  her  foul.  When  it  feemed  to  abate, 
fhe  returned  to  the  worldly  care  of  her  head-drels,  and  ad- 

dreffed  heiTelf  to  me ‘‘  Dear  madam,  wll  you  take 

care  of  this  pohii  ? if  it  jisevid  he  loft  /• Ah,  Lord, 

<ire  ftsall  all  be  loft  I Lord  have  mercy  on  my  foul  f 

Pray,  niadam^  take  care  of  this  head-drefs,"  This 

eafv  traiiGtion  from  her  foul  to  her  head-drels,  and  the  al- 
ternate agonies  that  both  gave  her,  made  if  hard  to  de- 
termine wiiicli  fhe  thought  of  greatell  value.  But,  how- 
ever, the  fcxine  tvss  not  fo  diverting,  but  I was  glad  to 
get  l id  of,  it,  aivid  be  thrown  into  the  little  boat,  though 
w ith  fome  hazard  of  breaking  my  neck.  It  brought  me 
fafe  hither ; and  I cannot  help  looking  with  partial  eyes 
on  my  native  land.  That  partiality  was  certainly  given 
us  by  nature,  to  prevent  rambling,  the  efTcft  of  an  ambi- 
tious third  after  knowledge,  which  we  are  not  formed  to 
enjoy.  All  we  get  by  it,  is  a frultlefs  defire  of  mixing 
the  difTcrent  plealiires  and  convenlencies  which  are  given 
to  the  diilcrent  parts  of  the  world,  and  cannot  meet  in 
any  one  of  them.  After  having  read  all  that  is  to  be 
found  in  the  languages  I am  millrcfs  of,  and  having  de- 
cayed my  fight  bv  midnight  Hudies,  I envy  the  eafy  jjeace 
of  mind  of  a ruddy  inilk-maid,  who,  undiflurbed  by  doubt, 
llcars  the  fermon,  witli  humility,  every  Sunday,  not 
having  confounded  the  fentiments  of  natural  duty  in  her 
head  by  the  vain-inquiries  of  the  I'chooh,  who  may  be 
more  learned,  yet,  after  all,  niuit  remain  as  ignorant. 
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And,  a^-er  liaving  fccn  part  of  Afia  aiid  Africa,  and  al- 
moii  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  1 think  the  honeft  Eng- 
lifli  fq^uire  more  ha]rpy,  who  verily  believes  the  Greek 
wines  lefs  delicious  than  March  beer  5 that  the  African 
fruits  have  not  fo  fine  a flavour  as  golden  pippins  5 that 
the  Beca  figuas  of  Italy  are  not  fo  well  tafted  as  a rump  of 
beef  y and  that,  in  flif  it,  there  is  no  perfe£t  enjoyment  of 
this  life  out  of  Old  England.  I . pray  God  I may  think  fo 
for  the  reft  of  my  life and,  fince  I muft  be  contented 
with  our  fcanty  allowance  of  day-light,  that  I may  forget 
the  enlivening  fun  of  Conftancinople. 

I am,  &c.  &c. 


LET.  LII. 

TO  MR  P 


Dover ^ Nov.  i.  O.  S.  1718. 

I HAVE  this  minute  I'cc-eived  a letter -of  yours,  fent 
me  I’rom  Paris.  I believe  and  hope  I ftrall  very  foon  fee 
both  you  and  Mr  Congi’cve  ; but  as  I am  here  in  an  inn, 
where  we  ftay  to  regulate  our  march  to  London,  bag  aiKl 
baggage,  I ftiall  employ  feme  of  my  Icifurc  time,  in  an- 
fwering  that  part  of  yours,  that  fecjus  to  require  an  aiifwer. 

I MUST  applaud  your  good  nature,  in  fuppofing,  that 
your  paftoral  levers  (vulgarly  called  hay-rnakers)  would 
have  lived  in  everlafting  joy  and  harmony,  if  the  light- 
ning had  not  interrupted  their  fcheme  ot  happinefs.  I 
fee  HO  -reafon  to  imagine,  that  John  Hughes  and  Sarah 
Drew,  were  either  wifer  or  more  virtuous  than  their 
neighbours,  lliat  a well-fct  man  of  twenty-five  fhould 
have  a fancy  to  marry  a brown  woman  of  eighteen,  i.; 
nothing  marvellous ; and  I cannot  help  thinking,  that  had 
they  married,  their  lives  would  have  paffed  in  the  com- 
mon track  with  their  fellow  parlftiioners.  His  endeavour- 
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"*ng  to  fliieli  her  from  a rtorm,  was  a natural  a(5lion,  and 
what  he  would  have  certainly  done  for  his  horfe,  if  he 
had  been  in  the  fame  lituatiou.  Neitlier  am  I of  opinion, 
that  their  fudden  death  was  a reward  of  their  mutual  vir- 
tue. You  knoAV  the  Jews  were  reproved  for  thinking  a 
village  deilroyed  by  fire,  more  wicked  than  thofe  that  had 
efcaped  the  thunder.  Time  and  chance  happen  to  all 
men.  Since  you  defire  me  to  try  my  fkill  in  aivepitaph, 

I think  the  following  lines  perhaps  more  juif,  tho’  not  la 
poetical  as  yours. 

Here  lies  John  Hughes  and  Sarah  Drenu  ; 

Perhaps  you'll  fay^  (Vhat's  that  to  you  ? 

Believe  mc^  friend^  much  may  be  faid 
On  that  poov  couple  that  are  dead. 

On  Sunday  next  they  Jhould  have  married  ; 

But  fee  bow  oddly  things  are  carried  ! 

On  'rhurfday  laji  it  rain'd  and  lighten'd^ 

‘fhefe  tender  lovers  fadly  frightm'd^ 

Shelter'd  beneath  the  cocking  hay^ 

In  hopes  to  pafs  the  time  away^ 

But  the  BOLD  ravKDe.R  found  them  out^ 

( Commifion'd  for  that  end  no  doubt ) 

And  feizing  on  their  trembling  breathy 
Con.  gn'd  them  to  the  Jhades  of  death. 

P/ho  knov’S  if  'tv’as  not  kindly  done? 

For  bad  they  feat  the  next  year's  fwiy 
A beaten  voife  and  cuckold  fwain 
Had  jointly  curs'd  the  marriage  chain  : 

No-w  they  are  happy  in  their  doom., 

For  PofR  HAS  wrote  upon  their  tomb, 

I confess,  thefe  fentiments  are  not  altogether  fo  he-- 
roicas  yours;  but  I hope  you  will  forgive  them  in  favour 
of  the  two  lafl  lines.  You  fee  how  much  I efleem  the  ho- 
nour you  have  done  them;  though  I am  not  very  impa- 
ticjit  to  have  the  lame,  and  had  rather  continue  to  be. 
Your.ftupid  living  humble  fervant,  than  be  celebrated  by 
all  the  pens  in  Fiu-ope, 


I %vouLa I 
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1 ivouLD  write  to  Mr  G ; but  fuppofe  you  wb^ 

read  tliis  to  him,  if  he  inquires  after  me. 


» L E T.  LIII. 

TO  LADY  


“January  13.  17IJ-16.  •, 

X FIND,  after  all,  by  your  letter  of  yefterday,  that 

jyjj-s  p) is  reidved  to  marry  the  old  greafy  curate. 

She  was  always  high-church  in  an  exceliive  degree  j and, 
you  know,  fits  ufed  to  fpcak  of  Sacheveral  as  an  apoito* 
lie  faint,  who  was  worthy  to  fit  in  the  fame  place  with 
St  Paul,  if  not  a hep  above  him.  , It  is  a matter,  how- 
ever, very  doubtful  to  me,  .whether  it  is  not  Hill  more  the 

man  than  the  affile  that  Mrs  D looks  to  in  the  pre- 

fent  alliance.  Though  at  the  age  of  toi  ty , flic  is,  1 ai- 
fure  you,  very  far  from  being  cold  and  infenflblei  her 
fire  may  be  covered  with  allies,  but  it  is  not  extinguiflied. 

-Don’t  be  deceived,  my  dear,  by  tliat  prudilh  and 

fanClified  air. Warm  devotions  is  no  equivocal  mark 

of  warm  pafiions  j befides,  I know  it  is  a fact,  (of  which 
1 have  proofs  in  hand,  which  1 will  tell  you  by  word  of 
mouth)  that  our  learned  and  holy  prude  is  exceedingly  dif- 
pofed  to  ule  the  means ^ iuppofed  in  the  primitive  command,  , 
let  what  will  come  of  the  end.  The  cuiate  indeed  is 

very  filthy. Such  a red,  fpungy,  warty  nofc  ! Such  a 

fnuint ! In  fhort,  he  is  ugly  beyond  expreiricn  ; and, 

what  ought  naturally  to  renaer  him  pecilliaiiy  dilplea  mg 

to  one  of  Mrs  D ’s  coniiitution  and  propenhties,  he 

is  ftricken  in  years.  Nor  do  I really  know  how  they  will 

live.  He  has  but  fort)  -five  |Kninds  a-year flic  but  a 

trifling  fum;  fo  that  th;y  are  likely  to  feaft  upon  love 
and  ecclefiallical  hiflory,  which  will  be  very  empty  food, 
without  a proper  mixture  of  beef  and  pudding.  I have, 

Z 2 however^ 

• rhis  aiul  the  foUowhig  leCLn's  au  row  fi n't  i.dfaliih5d. 
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however,  engaged  our  friend,  who  tz  the  curate’s  landlord, 

to  give  them  a good  leafe ; and  if  Mrs  O , Inliead 

ef  Ipending  whole  days  in  reading  Collier,  Hicks,  and 
vile  tranllations  of  Plato  and  Epidletus,  will  bur  form  the 
icfolution  of  taking  care  of  her  houfe,  and  minding  her 
dairy,  things  may  go  tolerably.  It  is  not  likely  that 
their  tender  loves  will  give  them  many  fweet  babes  to  pro- 
vide. for, 

I MET  the  lover  yeflerday,  going  to  the  ale-houfe  In  his 
dirty  night-gown,  with  a book  under  his  arm,  to  enter- 
tain the  club ; and,  as  Mrs  D was  with  me  at  the 

time,  I pointed  out  to  her  the  charming  creature:  fhe 
blulhed,.  and  looked  prim  5 but  quoted  a paflage  out  of 
Herodotus,  in  which  it  is  faid  tiiat  the  Pcriians  wore  long 
night-gowns.  There  is  really  no  more  accounting  for 
the  tade  in  marriage  of  many  of  our  lex,  than  there  is 
for  the  appetite  of  your  neighbour  Mifs  S-— y,  who  makes 
Aich  wade  ol  chalk  and  charcoal,  when  they  fall  in  her 
way. 

As  marriage  produces  children,  fo  children  produce  care 
and  difputes;  and  wrangling,  as  is  faid  (at  lead  by  old 
batcheloj-s  and  old  maids)  is  one  of  the  Jhveets  of  the  con- 
jugal date.  You  tell  me  that  our  friend  Mrs is,  at 

length,  bleflcd  with  a fon,  and  that  her  hulband,  who 
is  a gieat  philofophcr,  (if  his  own  teftimony  is  to  be  de- 
pended u[)on)  infids  on  her  fuckling  it  herfelf.  You  alk 
my  advic^  on  this  mattei-  5 and,  to  give  It  you  frankly,  I 

really  think  that  !Mr ’s  demand  is  unreafonable,  as 

his  M'ife  s conditntlon  Is  tender,  and  lier  temper  fretful.  A 
true  philofopher  would  condder  thefe  circumdanccs  ; but 
a pedant  is  always  throwing  his  fydem  in  youi-  face,  and 
applies  it  equally  to  ail  things,  times  and  places,  jud  like 
a ta^  lor  wlio  would  make  a coat  out  of  his  own  head, 
without  any  regard  to  the  bulk  or  figure  of  the  perfon 
tnat  mud  wear  jt.  All  thofc  fine-fpim  arguments  that 
he  has  drawn  from  nature,  to  dop  your  nooutlis,  weigh,  I 
iimd  own  to  you,  but  very  little  .with  me.  Tins  fame 
dlature  IS,  indeed,  a fpccious  word,  nay  there  is  a great 

deal 


LETTERS.  i8, 

Jeal  in  it,  if  It  is  properly  unuerilood  and  applied;  but 
I cannot  bear  to  hear  people  ufing  it,  to  j.i.ufy  what  com- 
mon I'enfe  rauft  difuvow.  Is  not  nature  modified  by  art 
in  many  things?  Was  it  not  defigned  to  be  fo  ? And  is 
it  not  happy  for  human  fociety,  that  it  is  fo  ? Would  you 
like  to  fee  your  hulband  let  his  beard  grow,  until  he 
•would  be  obliged  to  put  the  end  of  it  in  his  pocket,  be- 
cau  e this  beard  is  the  gift  of  nature  ? The  inftinefs  of  na- 
ture point  out  neitlier  taylors,  nor  weavers,  nor  mantua- 
makers,  nor  fempflers,  nor  milliners ; and  yet  I am  very 
glad  that  we  do  not  run  naked  like  the  Hottentots.  But 
not  to  wander  from  the  fubjecl — I grant,  that  nature  has 
furniflied  the  mother  with  milk  to  nourilh  her  child ; but 
I maintain,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  Ihe  can  find  better 
milk  elfewhere,  fhc  ought  to  prefer  It  without  hefitation. 
I don’t  fee  why  fhe  Ihould  have  more  fcruple  to  do  this, 
than  her  hufband  has  to  leave  the  clear  fountain  which 
nature  gave  kirn,  to  quench  his  thirfi,  for  flout  o61obcr, 

port,  or  claret.  Indeed,  if  Mrs was  a buxom,  Rur- 

dy  woman,  who  lived  on  plain  food,  took  regular  exercife, 
enjoyed  proper  returns  of  reft,  and  was  free  from  violent 
palllons  (which  you  and  I know  is  not  the  cafe)  Ihe  might 
be  a good  nurfe  for  her  child ; but,  as  matters  ftand,  I do 
verily  think,  that  the  milk  of  a good  comely  cow,  who 
feeds  quietly  in  her  meadow,  never  devours  ragouts,  nor 
drinks  ratifia,  nor  frets  at  quadrille,  nor  fits  up  till  three  in 
the  morning,  elated  with  gain,  or  dejedled  with  lofs;  I do 
think,  that  the  milk  of  fuch  a cow,  or  of  a nurfe  that  came 
as  near  it  as  pollible,  would  •h;  likely  to  nourilh  the  young 
fquire  much  better  than  hers.  If  it  be  true  that  the  child 
fucks  la  the  mother’s  paflions  with  her  milk,  this  is  a ftiong 
argument  in  favour  of  the  cfjw,  unlefs  you  may  be  afraid 
that  the  young  fquire  may  become  a calf ; but  how  many 
calves  are  there  both  in  Rate  and  church,  who  liave  been 
brought  up  witli  their  mother’s  milk. 

I PROMISE  faithfullv,  to  communicate  to  no  mortal  the 

letter  you  wrote  me  lad. What  you  fay  of  two  of  the 

rebel  lords,  I believe  to  be  true  ; but  I can  do  nothing  in 
the  matter. If  mv  projedb  don’t  fail  in  the  execution, 

I fiiaU 


i82  letters. 

1 /hall  fee  you  before  a month  paflfes.  Give  my  fervice  to 

Dr  Blackbeard. He  is  a good  man,  but  I never  faw  in 

my  life,  fuch  a perfecuting  face  cover  a humane  and  ten- 
der heart.  I imagine  (within  myfelf)  that  the  Smithfield 
priefls,  who  burned  the  proteftants  in  the  time  ot  (!^een 
Mary,  had  jult  luchiaces  as  the  doctor’s.  If  we  were  pa- 
pifls,  1 fliould  like  him  very  much  f or  ray  confefl'or  ^ his  feem- 
ing  auflerity  would  give  you  and  I a great  reputation  for 
fanclity  ; and  ins  good,  indulgent  heart,  would  be  the  ve- 
ry thing  that  would  fuit  us,  in  the  afiair  of  penaifce  and 
ghoftiy  direilion. 

Farewell,  my  dear  lady,  &c.  See. 


LET.  LIV. 

TO  THE  ABBOT' 


Vienna j Jan.  2.  O.  S.  1717. 

I AM  really  almofl:  tired  with  the  life  of  Vienna.  I am 
not,  indeed,  an  enemy  to  diflipation  and  hurry,  much 
lefs  to  amufement  and  pleal'ure  •,  but  1 cannot  endure, 
long,  even  pleafure,  when  it  is  fettered  with  formality^ 
and  affumes  the  air  of  lyllem.  ’Tis  true  1 have  had  here 
fome  very  agreeable  conne(^Vions ; and  what  will  per* 
haps  furprife  you,  I have  ytrticular  pleafure  in  my  Spa- 
nifh  acquaintances,  count  Oropefa  and  general  Puebla. 
Thefe  two  noblemen  are  much  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
emperor,  and  yet  they  feem  to  be  brewing  mifehief. 
The  court  of  Madrid  cannot’  rcfle^l,  without  pain,  upon 
the  territories  that  were  cut  of!  from  the  Spanifh  monar- 
chy by  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  it  feems  to  be  looking 
wifhfully  out,  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  them  back  a- 
gain.  That  is  a matter  about  which  1 trouble  myfelf  very 
little;  let  the  Com t be  in  the  right  or  in  the  wrong,  I 
like  mightily  the  two  counts  its  miniilers.  I dined  w ith 
them  both  fome  days  ago  at  count  Wmmbraiid’s,  an  aulic 

couiifcllor, 
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counfellor,  and  a man  of  letters,  who  is  univcrfally 
elleenied  here.  But  the  firfl  man  at  this  court,  in  point 
of  knowledge  and  abilities,  is  certainly  count  Schlick,  high 
chancellor  of  Boliemia,  whofe  immenfe  reading  is  accom- 
panied with  a fine  talle  and  a folid  judgment ; he  is  a de- 
clared 'enemy  to  prince  Eugene,  and  a warm  friend  to 
the  honed  hot-headed  mailhal  Staremberg.  One  of  the 
mod  accomplidied  men  I have  feen  at  Vienna,  is  the 
young  count'  Terracco,  who  accompanies  the  amiable 
prince  of  Portugal.  1 am  ahnod  in  love  with  them  both, 
and  wonder  to  fee  fuch  elegant  manners,  and  fiich  free 
and  generous  fentiments  in  two  young  men  that  have  hi- 
therto  Icen  nothing  but  their  own  country.  The  count  is 
jud  fuch  a Roman-catholic  as  you ; he  fucceeds  greatly 
with  the  devout  beauties  here;  his  fird  overtures  in  gal- 
lantry are  difguifed  under  the  lufeious  drains  of  fpiritual 
love,  that  were  fung  formerly  by  the  fublimcly  voluptu- 
ous Fenelon,  and  the  tender  madam  Guion,  who  turned 
the  fire  of  carnal  love  to  divine  objefts : thus  the  count 
begins  with  the  Jpirit^  and  ends  generally  with  thejlejhj 
when  he  makes  his  addrefles  to  holy  virgins. 

I MADE  acquaintance  yederday  with  the  famous  poet 
Roudeau,  who  lives  here  under  the  peculiar  protedlion  of 
prince  Eugene,  by  whofe  liberality  he  fubfids.  He  pades 
here  for  a free-thinker,  and,  what  is  dill  worfe  in  my 
edeem,  for  a man  whole  heart  docs  not  feel  the  encomi- 
ums he  gives  to  virtue  and  honour  in  his  poems.  I like 
his  odes  mightily  ; t]iey  are  much  fuperior  to‘  the  lyric 
productions  of  our  Englifh  poets,  few  of  whom  have  made 
any  figure  in  that  kind  of  poetry.  I don’t  find  that 
learncci  men  abound  here  ; there  is,  indeed,  a prodigious 
number  of  alchymids  at  Vienna  ; ihe  pbiloj^^her's  Jione  is 
the  great  object  of  zeal  and  Icience  ; and  thofe  who  have 
more  reading  and  capacity  than  the  vulgar,  have  tran- 
fpoited  their  fuperdition  (fhall  I call  it?)  or  fanaticifm, 
from  religion  to  chymidry  ; and  they  believe  in  a new 
kind  of  tranlubdan'uation,  which  is  defigncd  to  make  the 
laity  as  rich  as  the  other  kind  has  made  tlie  priedhood. 
This  pedlleatlal  pailiou  has  already  ruined  feveral  great 

houfes. 
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houfe4.  There  is  fcai'cely  a man  of  opulence  or  falhion^ 
that  has  not  an  alchymill  in  his  fervice  ; and  even  tiie  em- 
peror is  fuppofed  to  be  no  enemy  to  this  folly,  in  fecret, 
though  he  has  pretended  to  difcourage  it  in  public. 

Princs  Eugeme  was  fo  polite  as  to  (hew  me  his  library 
yefierday  ; we  found  him  attended  by  RoufTeau,  and  his 
favourite  count  Bonneval,  who  is  a man  of  wit,  and  is 
here  thought  to  be  a very  bold  and  enterprizing  fpirit. 
The  library,  though  not  very  ample,  is  well  chofcn  5 but 
as  the  prince  will  admit  Into  it  no  editions  but  what  are 
beautiful  and  pleafing  to  the  eye,  and  there  are,  never- 
thelefs,  numbers  of  excellent  books  that  are  but  indiifer- 
ently  printed,  this  finikin  and  foppifh  tafle  makes  many 
difagreeable  chafms  in  this  colle6lion.  The  books  are 
pompoufly  bound  in  Turkey  leather;  and  two  of  the  mod 
famous  book-binders  of  Paris  were  exprefsly  fent  lor  to 
do  this  work.  Bonneval  plcafantly  told  me,  that  there 
were  feveral  quartos,  on  the  art  of  war,  that  were  bound 
with  the  Ikins  of  Jpabis  a.nd  janizaries : and  this  jed,  which 
was  indeed  elegant,  raifed  a fmile  of  pleafure  on  the 
grave  countenance  of  the  famous  warrior.  The  prince, 
who  is  a connoifTeur  in  the  fine  arts,  ihewed  me,  with 
particular  pleafure,  the  famous  colleilion  of  portraits  that 
formerly  belonged  to  Fouquet,  and  wh’ch  he  purchafed 
at  any  excelTive  price.  He  has  augmented  it  with  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  new  acqulfitions ; fo  that  he  has  now 
in  his  polfellion  fueh  a collecfion  in  that  kind,  as  you  will 
fcarcely  find  in  any  ten  cabinets  in  Europe.  If  I told  you 
the  number,  you  will  fay  that  I make  an  indifereet  ufe  of 
the  permillion  to  lie,  which  Is  more  or  lefs  given  to  tra- 
vellers, by  the  indulgence  of  the  candid. 

Count  Tarracco  Isjuflcoirc  in. — He  is  the  only  per- 
fon  I have  accepted,  this  morning,  in  my  general  order 
to  receive  no  company, — I think  I fee  you  fmile  ; — but 
1 am  not  fo  far  gone  as  to  ftand  in  need  of  abfolution; 
though  as  the  human  heart  is  deceitful,  and  the  count  very 
agreeable,  you  may  think,  that  even  though  I fli  )uld  not 
want  an  abfolution,  [ would,  ncverthelefs,  be  glad  to 

have 
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have  an  indulgence. — Xo  fuch  tiling. — However,  as  I am 
a heretic,  and  you  no  confeiror,  I fllall  make  no  declara- 
tions on  this  head.—.  The  defign  of  the  count’s  viflt  is  a 
ball  1 — more  pleal'ure. — I fliall  be  fiirfeited. 

Adieu,  &C. 


LET.  LV. 

TO  MR  P 


Sept.  I.  1717. 

w HEX  I wrote  to  5'ou  lall,  Belgrade  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Turks  j but,  at  this  prefent  moment,  it  has  chan- 
ged mailers,  and  is  In  the  hands  of  the  Iniperialifts.  A ja- 
nizary, who,  in  nine  days,  and  yet  without  any  wings  but 
w hat  a panic  terror  feems  to  have  furnilhed,  arrived  at 
(lonllantinople  from  the  army  of  the  Turks  before  Bel- 
grade, brouglit  Mr  W the  news  of  a complete  vic- 

tory obtained  by  the  Imperialifts,  commanded  by  prince 
Eugene,  over  the  Ottoman  troops.  It  is  faid,  the  prince 
has  difeovered  great  condu6I  and  valour  in  this  adion  ; 
and  I am  particularly  glad  th.at  the  voice  of  glory  and  duty 

has  call’d  him  from  the Cbere  feveral  words  of  the 

viamifcript  are  effaced. J Two  days  after  the  battle, 

the  town  furrenda'ed.  The  conflernation,  which  this  de- 
feat has  occafioned  here,  is  incxprelTible ; and  the  fultan, 
apprehending  a revolution,  from  the  refeutment  and  indig- 
nal^n  of  the  people,  fomented  by  certain  leaders,  has  be- 
gun his  precautions,  after  the  goodly  fallilon  of  ihi?  blef- 
fed  government,  by  ordering  feveral  perfons  to  be  flran- 
gled,  who  were  the  objects  of  his  royal  fuipicion.  He  has 
olfo  ordered  his  treafurer  to  advance  fome  months  pay  to 
the  janizaries,  wiiiHi  feems  the  lefs  neceflary,  as  their  cen- 
du(ft  has  been  bad  in  this  campaign,  and  their  licentious 
ferocity  feems  pretty  well  tamed  by  the  public  contempt^ 
Tuch  of  them  as  return  td  ftraggling  and  fugitive  parties 

cV  a to 


iB6  LETTERS. 

to  the  metropolis,  have  not  fj-,irir  nor  credit  enough  to-^de- 
fciid  themreives  from  the  infults  of  the  mob;  the  very 
children  taunt  them,  and  the  populace  fpit  in  their  faces 
as  they  pafs.  They  refufed,  iluring  tlie  battle,  to  lend 
their  allillance  to  lave  the  baggage  awd  the  militarychefl, 
which,  how'cver,  were  defended  by  the  bafliaws  and  their 
i-tinuc,  wiiile  the  janizaries  and  fpahis  were  nobly  cm- 
j'loyed  in  plundering  their  own  camjx 

You  fee  here,  that  I give  you  a very  handfome  return 
for  your  obliging  letter.  You  entertain  me  with  a mold 
agreeable  account  of  your  amiable  connexions  with  men 
oi  letters  and  tade,  and  of  the  delicious  moments  you 
pafs  in  their  fociety  under  the  rural  ftiade ; and  I exhibit 
10  you,  in  return,  the  barbarous  fpcid:aclc  of  Turks  and 
Germans  cutting  one  another’s  throats.  But  what  can 
you  exped  from  fitch  a country  as  this,  from  whicli  the 
Alufes  have  fled,  from  xvhich  letters  feem  eternally  banith- 
cd,  and  in  whicii  you  fee,  in  private  feenes,  nothing  pur- 
iued  as  hajrifinefs,  but  tiie  refinements  of  an  indolent  vo- 
laptuoufnefs ; and  where  thofe  who  add  upon  the  public 
theatre  live  in  uncertainty,  fufpiclon,  and  terror?  Here, 
jdeafure,  to  which  1 am  no  enemy,  when  it  is  properly  fea- 
l>ined,  and  of  a good  compofition,  is  furely  of  the  cloying 
kind.  Veins  of  wit,  elegant  converfation,  eafy  commerce, 
lire  unknown  among  the  Turks ; and  yet  they  feem  cap- 
able of  all  thefe,  if  the  vile  fpirit  of  their  government  did 
not  idifle  genius,  damp  curiofit)’,  and  fupprefs  an  hundred 
}>aflIons,  that  embcllilh  and  render  life  agreeable.  The 
lufcious  palTion  of  the  feraglio  is  the  only  one  almofd  that 
is  gratified  liere  to  the  full ; but  it  is  blended  fo  with  the 
fiirly  fpirit  of  defpotifm  in  one  of  the  parties,  and  wi-ith 
the  dejeddlon  and  anxiety  which  this  fpirit  produces  in  the 
other,  that,  to  one  of  my  way  of  thinking,  it  cannot  ap- 
pear othcrwile  than  as  a very  mixed  kind  of  enjoyment. 
The  women  here  are  not,  indeed,  fo  clofely  cenfined  ag 
many  have  related  ; they  enjoy  a high  degree  of  liberty, 
even  in  the  bofom  of  fervitiide ; and  they  have  methods 
of  evafion  and  difguife,  that  are  very  favourable  to  gal- 
lantry ; but,  after  all,  tliey  are  idill  under  tinea  fy  appre- 
■ henflons 
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hcnCons  of  l,cii,g  dlfcovcred  5 and  a ifccver)-  oapofc 
them  to  tlie  moll  mercilefs  rage  of  jealoufy,  which  i.  .le  e 
a monger  that  cannot  be  faliated  but  with  blood.  I Iv 
magnificence  and  riches  that  reign  in  the  apartments  ot 
the  ladies  of  tafhion  here,  feem  to  be  one  ot  their  chiet 
pleafurcs,  joined  with  their  retinue  of  female  daves,  whole 
mufic,  dancing,  and  drels,  amufe  them  hignlj  *,  but 
there  is  fuch  an  air  of  form  and  flifinefs  amidll  this  pn- 
deur,  as  hinders  it  from  pleafing  me  at  ^ 

ever,  I was  dazzled  with  it  at  hrll  fight.  Tins  lolbne.s 
and  formality  of  manners  are  peculiar  to  the  Tuikilh  a- 
dies  • for  the  Grecian  belles  are  of  quite  another  caarac- 
ter  and  complexion;  with  them,  plcafure  appears  in  mme 
engaging  forms;  and  their  perfons,  manners,  conve.fa^ 
tion  and  amufements,  are  very  faE  from  being  del  i m 
of  elegance  and  eafe.— — — 

I RECEIVED  the  news  of  Mr  AddifoiTs  being  declared 
fecretary  of  Hate  with  the  lefs.  furprife,  in  that  I know 
that  poll  was  almoll  offered  to  him  before.  At  that  time 
he  declined  if,  and  I really,  believe  that  he  would  have 
done  well  to  have  declined  it  now;  Such  a poft  as  that, 
and  fuch  a wife  as  the  Gountefs,  do  not  feem  to  be,  ui 
prudence,  eligible  for  a man  that  is  allhmatic ; and  we 
may  fee  the  day,  when  he  wjll  be  heartily  glad  to  refigii 
them  both.  It  is  weU  that  he  laid  afide  the  thoughts  ot 
the  voluminous  dieTionary,  of  which  1 have  heard  you  or 
fomebody  elfe  frequently  make  mention.  But  no  more 
on  that  fubjea-;  I would  not  have  faid  fo  much,  were  I 
not  affured  that  this  letter  will  come  fafe  and  unopened 
to  hand. . I long  much  to  tread  upon  Englilh 
tliat  I may  fee  you  and  Mr  Congreve,  who  lender  that 
ground  cla(fic  ground ; nor  wdl  you  refufe  our  pretent  fc- 
cretary  a part  of  that  merit,  whatever  realons  you  may 
have  to  be  diffatisfied  with  him  in  other  refpeas.  You  are 
the  three  happiell  poets  I ever  heard  of;  one  a fecretaiy 
of  Hate,  the  other  enjoying  leifure,  with  dignity,  m w^ 
lucrative  employments;  and  you,  though  joui  le  igiou... 
profeflion  is  an  obHacle  to  Court  promotion,  and  ddqua 
ties  you  from  filling  ci\ iUmployments, 
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pbilofcfher's  ^flcne ; fmce,  by  making  the  Iliad  pa& 
through  your  poetical  crucible  into  an  Englifh  form,  with- 
out  lofing  aught  of  it’s  original  beauty,  you  have  drawn 
the  golden  current  of  Pa^tolus  to  Twickenham.  I cal! 
this  rinding  the  philofopher’s  rionc,  Cnc^  you  alone  found 

out  the  fecret,  and  nobody  elfc  has  got  into  it.  A n 

and  r -I  tried  it,  but  their  experiments  failed ; and 

Iney  lori,  if  not  their  money,  at  Icail  a certain  portion  of 

their  fame  in  the  trial while  you  touched  the  mantle 

of  the  divine  bard,  and  imbibed  his  fpirit.  I hope  we 
fhall  have  the  OdvriTey  foon  from  your  happy  hand ; and  I 
think  I lhall  follow,  with  fingular  pleafure,  the  traveller 
Ulyfles,  who  was  an  obferver  ot  men  and  manners,  v.hen 
he  travels  in  your  harmonious  numbers.  I love  him 
much  better  than  the  hot-headed  fon  of  Peleus,  who  buL 
bed  his  general,  cried  for  his  mirirefs,  and  fo  on.  It  is 
true,  the  excellence  of  the  Iliad  does  not  depend  upon 
his  merit  or  dignity ; but  I wilh,  neverthelefs,  that  Ho- 
mer had  chofen  a hero  fomewhat  lefs  pettifn  and  Icfs  fan- 
tariic:  a perfecT:  hero  is  chimerical  and  unnatural,  aivl 
con*equently  uninaruaive ; but  it  isalfo  true,  that  while 
the  epic  hero  ought  to  be  drawn  with  the  infirmities  that 
are  the  lot  of  humanity,  he  ought  never  to  be  reprefented 
as  extremely  abfurd.  But  it  becomes  me  ill  to  play  the 
critic ; lo  1 take  my  leave  of  you  for  this  time,  and  defire 
\0u  will  believe  me,  with  the  higheft  elkem, 

Tour’s,  &c. 


LET. 


LETTERS. 


189 


* L E T.  LVr. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  — - — 

Saturday — Florence, 

I SET  out  from  Bologne  the  moment  I had  finiflied  the 
letter  I wrote  you  on  Monday  lalt,  and  fliall  now  continue 
to  inform  you  of  the  things  that  have  ftruck  me  molt  in 
this  cxcurfion.  Sad  roads — hilly  and  rock^  between 
Bologna  and  Fierenzuola.  Between  this  latter  place  and 
Florence,  I went  out  of  my  road  to  vifit  the  monadery  of 
La  Trappe,  which  is  of  French  origin,  and  one  of  the 
mod  aullerc  and  felt-denying  orders  f have  met  with.  lu 
this  gloomy  retreat,  it  gave  me  pain  to  obferve  the  in- 
fatuation of  men,  who  have  devoutly  reduced  themfelves 
to  a much  worfe  condition  than  that  of  the  beails.  Folly, 
you  fee,  is  the  lot  of  humanity,  whether  it  arifes  in  il-.e 
flowery  paths  of  pleafure,  or  the  thorny  ones  of  an  ill- 
judged  devotion.  But  of  the  two  forts  of  fools,  I fnali  al- 
ways think  that  the  merry  one  has  the  moll  eligible  fate ; 
and  I cannot  well  form  a notion  of  that  fpiritual  and 
ecdatic  joy,  that  is  mixed  with  fighs,  groans,  hunger  and 
third,  and  the  otlier  complicated  miferies  of  monaitic  dif* 
cipline.  It  is  a ftrange  way  of  going  to  work  for  happi- 
I'.rls,  to  excite  an  enmity  between  foul  and  body,  which 
nature  and  providence  have  defigned  to  live  together  in 
an  union  and  friendfhip,  and  which  we  cannot  feparatc 
like  man  and  wife,  when  they  happen  to  difagree.  The 
profound  fileucc  that  is  enjoined  upon  the  monks  of  La 
Trappe,  is  a Angular  circumdance  of  their  unfociable  and, 
unnatural  difcipline  j and  were  this  injundlion  never  to 

be 

• As  this  letter  is  the  fupplement  to  a preceding  one,  which  is  not 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  editor,  it  was  probably,  on  that  account, 
fent  without  a dal*.  It  feem*  evidently  to  have  been  v>Titten  after 
Lady  M.  W.  M.  had  fixed  her  refidence  in  Italy. 


190  LETTERS. 

be  dirpenfeJ  with,  it  would  be  needlefs  to  vlllt  them 
in  any  other  character  than  as  a collection  of  llatues ; 
but  the  fiiperior  of  the  convent  fufpendcd,  in  our  favour, 
that  rigorous  law,  and  allowed  one  of  the  mutes  to  con- 
verfc  with  me,  and  anfwer  a few  difcreet  queftions.  He 
told  me,  that  the  monks  of  this  order  in  France  arc  flill 
more  aultere  than  thofe  of  Italy,  as  they  never  talte  wine, 
flclh,  fill,  or  eggs;  but  live  entirely  upon  vegetables. 
The  Itoiy  that  is  told  of  the  inditution  of  this  order  is  re- 
markable, and  is  well  attelled,  if  my  information  be  good. 
Its  founder  was  a French  nobleman,  whofe  name  was 
Bouthiliier  da  Ranee,  a man  of  pleafure  and  gallantiw, 
whiclrwere  converted  into  the  deeped  gloom  of  devotion 
by  the  following  incident.  His  aliairs  obliged  him  to 
abfent  himfelf  for  fome  time,  from  a lady  with  whom  he 
had  lived  in  the  mod  intimate  and  tender  connecTions  of 
fiiccelsiul  love.  At  his  return  to  Paris,  he  propefed  to 
furprife  her  agreeably ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fatisfy 
bis  own  impatient  defire  of  feeing  her,  by  going  diredlly, 
aird  without  ceremony,  to  her  apaitment  by  a back  dair, 

which  he  was  well  acquainted  with. But  think  of  the 

fpe(dacle  that  prefented  itfelf  to  him  at  his  entrance  into- 
the  chamber  that  had  fo  often  been  the  feene  of  love’s 
highed  raptures!  His  midrefs  dead — dead  of  tire  fmall-pox 

disfigured  beyond  expredion a loathfome  mafs  of 

putrified  matter and  the  furgeon  feparating  the  head 

from  tlie  bod)',  becaufe  the  coffin  had  been  made  too 
ffiort ! He  dood  for  a moment  motionlefs  in  amazement, 

and  filled  with  horror and  then  retired  from  the  tvorld, 

Ihut  himfelf  up  in  the  convent  of  La  Trappe,  where  he 
pafied  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  molt  cruel  and  dif- 
conlblate  devotion. Let  us  quit  this  fad  fubjedt. 

I MUST  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  before  I came  to  this 
monafier)'^,  I went  to  fee  the  burning  mountains  near 
Fierenzuola,  of  which  the  naturalifls  fpcak  as  a great  cu- 
fiofity.  ■ The  flame  it  fends  forth  is  without  fmoke,  and 
refcmbles  brandy  fet  on  fire.  The  ground  about  it  is 
well  cultivated,  and  the  fire  appears  only  in  one  fpot  where 
there  is  a cavity,  w’hofc  circumference  is  fmall,  but  in  it 

arc 
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are  foveral  crevices  whofe  depths  are  unknown.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  when  a piece  ot  wood  is  thrown  into  this 
cavity,  though  it  cannot  pafs  through  the  crevices,  yet  it 
is  coufumed  in  a moment ; and  that  though  the  ground 
about  it  be  perfcclly  cold,  yet  it  a flick  be  rubbed  with 
anv  force  againll  it,  it  emits  a flame,  which,  however,  is 
neither  hot  nor  durable  like  that  of  the  volcano.  If  you 
defirc  a more  circumflantial  account  of  this  phenomenon, 
and  have  made  a fufficient  progrefs  in  Italian,  to  read 
father  Carazai’s  dcfcripiion  of  it,  yqu  need  not  be  at  a lofs, 

for  I have  fent  this  deicription  to  Mr  F , and  you 

have  only  to  afk  it  of  him.  After  obferving  tlic  volcano, 

• I fcramblcd  up  all  the  neighbouring  hills,  partly  on  hcn-le- 
back,  partly  on  foot,  bat  could  find  no  vellige  of  fire  in 
.any  of  them  ; though  common  report  would  make  one 
.believe. that  they  all  contain  volcanos. 

I HOPE  you  have  not  taken  It  in  your  head  to  expeft 
from  me  a defeription  of  the  famous  gallery  here,  where 
I arrived  on  Thurfday  at  noon  ^ this  would  be  reijirtring  a 
volume  inllea.l  of  a letter  ; befides  I have  as  yet  feen  but 
a part  of  this  immenfc  trealure,  and  I propofe  ernploying 
fome  weeks  more  to  lurvey  the  whole.  \oa  cannot  ima- 
gine any  fituation  more  agreeable  than  Florence.  It  lies 
in  a fertile  and  fmlling  valley  watered  by  the  Arno,  which 
runs  through  the  city : and  nothing  can  furpafs  the  beauty 
and  magnificence  of  its  public  buildings,  particularly  the 
.cathedral,  whofe  grandeur  filled  me  with  aflonifhment. 
The  palaces,  fquarcs,  fountains,  flatues,  bridges,  do  not 
only  carr)-  an  afpefl  full  of  elegance  and  greatnefs,  but 
difeover  a tafle  cjuite-  difterent,  in  kind,  from  that  which 
reigns  in  the  public  edifices  in  other  countries.  The 
more  I fee  of  Italy,  the  more  I am  perfuaded  that  the 
Italians  have  a Ajle  (if  I may  ufe  that  cKprcfiion)  In 
every  thing,  which  diilinguifhes  them  almoft  effentially 

from  all  otlier  Europeans.  Where  they  have  got  it, 

whether  from  natural  genius  or  ancient  imitation  and  in- 
heritance, 1 fiiall  not  examine  ; but  the  fa£t  is  certain.  I 
have  been  but  one  day  in  the  gallery,  that  amazing  re- 
pofitory  of  the  moll  precious  remains  of  anfi<juity,  and 
. which 
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wliich  alone  is  fufRcient  lo  immortalize  the  iJJuUrloiishoufe 
of  Medicis,  by  whom  it  was  built,  and  enriched  as  we 
now  fee  it.  I was  fo  impatient  to  fee  the  fareous  Venus 
ot  Medicis,  that  I went  hallily  through  fix  apartments,  in 
order  to  get  a fight  ot  this  divine  figure;  purporing,  when 
1 had'fatisfied  this  ardent  curi'ifity,  to  return  and  view  the 
reft  at  my  leifure.  As  I,  indeed,  pafled  through  the  great 
room  whieli  contains  the  ancient  llatues,  I was  flopped 
fho. t at  viewing  the  Antiiious,  which  they  have  placed 
near  tiiat  of  Adrian,  to  revive  the  remembrance  of  their 
jrrepofterous  loves ; which,  I fuppofe,  the  Florentines  rather 
look  upon  as  an  objedl  of  env>-,  than  of  horror  and  difguft. 
Ellis  Jtatue,  like  that  of  the  Venus  de  Medicis,  fpurns  de- 

feription  : fuch  figures  my  eyes  never  beheld. 1 can 

now  underftand  that  Ovid’s  comparing  a fine  woman  to  a 
flatue,  which  I formerly  thought  a very  difobliging  fimili- 
tude,  was  the  nicell  and  higheft  piece  of  flatter^'.  The 
Antinous  is  entirely  naked,  all  its  parts  are  bigger  tlian 
nature;  but  the  wliole,  taken  together,  and  the  fine  atti- 
tude of  the  figure,  carry  fuch  an  exprelTion  of  cafe,  ele- 
gance and  grace,  as  no  words  can  deferibe.  When  I faw 
the  Venus  1 was  rapt  in  wonder, — and  I could  not  help 
caOi^ig  a thought  back  upon  AntInous»  They  ought  to 

be  placed  togctiier ; they  are  worthy  of  each  other. 

If  marble  could  fee  and  feel,  the  Yeparation  might  be 
prudent, — if  it  could  only  /ee,  it  would  certainly  lofe  its 
coldnels,  and  learn  to  feel ; and,  in  fuch  a cafe,  the  charms 
of  thefe  two  figures  would  produce  an  eflefl  quite  oppofite 
to  that  of  the  Gorgon’s  head,  which  turned  fiefli  into 
flone.  Did  I pretend  to  deferibe  to  you  the  Venus,  it, 
would  only  fet  your  imagination  at  work  to  form  ideas  of 
licr  figure ; and  your  ideas  would  no  more  refemble  that 

figure,  than  the  Portuguefe  face  of  Mifs  N , who  has 

enchanted  our  knights,  refemblcs  the  fwcet  and  graceful 

countenance  of  lady  , his  former  flame.  The  de- 

fcnption  of  a face  or  figure,  is  a ncedlefs  thing,  as  it  never 
conveys  a true  idea ; it  only  gratifies  the  imagination 
with  a fan  tad  ic  one,  until  the  real  one  is  feen.  So,  my 
icar,  if  you  have  a mind  to  form  a true  notion  of  the 

civh;c 
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divine  forms  and  features  of  the  Venus  and  Antinous, 
come  to  Florence. 

I WOULD  be  glad  to  oblige  you  and  y'our  friend  Vertue, 
by  executing  your  commillion  with  reipedt  to  the  Iketehe^ 
of  Kaphacl’s  cartoons  at  Hampton-court ; but  1 cannot  do 
it  to  my  I'atisfaclion.  I have,  indeed,  feen.  In  the  grand 
duke’s  colle(ibon,  four  pieces,  iw  which  that  w'ondcrtul  artill 
had. thrown  freely  from  his  pencil  the  firft  thoughts  and 
rude  lines  of  fome  of  thefe  compofitions ; and  as  the  firft 
thoughts  of  a great  genius  are’  precious,  thefe  pieces  at- 
trat^lcd  my  euriofity  in  a particular  manner ; but  when  I 
went  to  examine  them  clofely,  I found  them  fo  damaged 
and  efiaced,  that  they  did  not  at  all  anfwer  my  expeda- 
tion.  Whether  this  be  owing  to  negligence  or  envy,  I 
cannot  fay;  I mention  the  latter,  becaul’e  it  is  notorious, 
that  many  of  the  modern  painters  have  dil'covered  ignoble 
marks  of  envy  at  a view  of  the  inimitable  pr(xlu<51;ions  of 
the  ancients.  Inllcad  of  employing  their  art  to  preferve 
the  mailer-pieces  of  antiquity,  they  have  endeavoured  to 
de/lroy  and  eflace  many  of  them.  I have  feen  with  my 
own  eyes  an  evident  proof  of  this  at  Jiologna,  where  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  paintings  in  freico  on  the  walls  of  the 
convent  of  St  Michael  in  Bthco,  done  by  the  Carracci,  and 
Guido  Rhcni,  have  been  ruined  by  the  painters,  who, 
after  having  copied  fomc  of  the  fineft  heads,  feraped  them 
almo/t  entirely  out  with  aads.  Thus,  you  fee,  aotiiing  is 
exempt  from  human  maWgnity. 

The  word  malignity,  and  a pafl'agc  in  your  letter,  cal! 
to  my  mind  the  wicked  wafp  of  Twickenham  ; liis  lies 
atl'ea  me  now  no  more  ; they  will  be  all  as  much  defpil.'d 
as  the  liory  of  the  feraglio  anti  the  handkerchief,  of  wliieh 
I am  pciTuadeJ  he  was  the  only  inventor.  That  man  has 
a malignant  and  ungenerous  heart ; and  he  is  bale  enough 
to  aiVume  the  mafk  of  a moralill  in  order  to  decry  human 
nature,  and  to  give  a decent  ^:cnt  to  ins  hatred  to  man 

and  woman  kind But  1 mull  quit  tiiis  coiitemi'tiblc 

fubjecl,  on  which  a jull  indignation  would  render  my  pen 
fo  fertile,  that,  after  having  fatigued  you  witJi  a long 

B b letter, 
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letter,  I v/ould  furfcit  you  with  a fupplement  twice  a» 
long.  Befides,  a violeac  iicad-ach  advert! fes  me  that  it 
is  time  to  lay  down  iny  pen  and  get  me  to  bed,  I Ih  dl 
fay  fome  things  to  you  in  my  next,  that  I would  have 
you  to  impart  to  the  Jirange  man^  as  from  yourfelf.  My 
m'nd  is  at  pre Tent  tolerably  quiet  5 if  it  were  as  dead  to 
lln,  as  it  is  to  certain  connections,  I Ihould  be  a great 
faint.  Adieu,  my  dear  madam. 

Yours  very  aifeclionately,  &c. 


LET.  LVII. 

TO  MR  P. 


X HAVE  been  running  about  Paris  at  a flrange  rate 
with  my  fider,  and  ilra:ige  dghts  have  we  feen.  They 
are,  at  lead,  drange  Ughts  to  me  ; for,  after  having  been 
accudomed  to  the  gravity  of  furks,  I can  fcarce  look 
with  an  eafy  and  familiar  afpedl  at  the  levity  and  agility 
of  the  airy  phantoms  that  are  dancing  about  me  here  ; 
and  I often  tninkthat  I am  at  a puppet- drew,  amidd  the 
reprefentations  of  real  life.  I dare  prodigioudy,  but  n> 
body  remarks  it,  for  every  body  dares  here’,  daring  Is 
a-la-mo  ie — here  is  a dare  of  attention  ani  htcrct^  a 
dare  of  CLiriofity,  a dare  of  expedlaticn,  a dare  of  fnrprife  5 
and  it  will  greatly  amufe  you  to  fee  what  trilling  objects 
excite  all  this  daring.  Tliis  daring  would  have  rather  a 
folemn  kind  Of  air,  were  it  not  alleviated  by  grinning; 
for  at  the  end  of  a dare,  there  comes  always  a grin  ; and 
very  commonly,  the  entrance  of  a .2;entleman  or  ladv  in- 
to a i-oom  is  accompanied  with  a grin,  which  is  defigned 
to  exprefs  complacence  and  focial  pleafure,  but  really 
fliews  nothing  more  clian  a certain  contortion  of  mufclc', 
that  mud  make  a drancer  laugh  realiv,  as  they  laugh  ar- 
tlticially.  Tne  French  grin  is  equally  remote  from  the 
cheerful  ferenity  of  a fmile,  and  the  cordial  mirth  of  an 

honed 
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honeA  EngliAi  horfe-laiigh.  I Aiall  not  perhaps  Aay  here 
long  enough  to  form  a jiiA  idea  of  French  manners  and 
charaidcrs,  thoiigli  this  1 believe  would  require  but  little 
Audv,  as  there  is  no  great  depth  in  either.  It  apj  ears, 
on  a fupc-rfieial  view,  to  be  a frivolous,  relllcfs,  and  a- 
greeable  people,  dhe  abbot  is  my  guide,  and  1 could 
not  eafily  light  upon  a better  5 he  tells  me,  that  here  the 
women  form  the  cliaracder  of  the  men,  and  I am  cunvin' 
ced  in  the  perfuallon  of  this,  by  every  company  into 
which  I enter.  There  feems  here  to  be  no  intermediate 
Aate  between  infancy  and  manhood;  for  as  loon  as  the 
boy  has  quit  his  leading-Arings,  he  is  fet  agog  in  the 
world  ; the  ladies  are  his  tutors,  they  make  the  rirA  im- 
prelfions,  which  generally  remain,  and  they  render  the 
men  ridiculous,  by  the  imitation  of  their  humours  and 
graces ; fo  that  dignity  in  manners,  is  a rare  thing  here 
before  the  age  of  Axty.  Does  not  king  David  fay  fomc- 
where,  that  Man  ^alketh  in  a vain  fiew  f I think  he 
does ; and  I am  lure  this  is  peculiarly  true  of  the  French- 
man— but  hie  walks  merrily,  and  feems  to  enjoy  the  vi- 
ficn  ; and  may  be  net  therefore  be  elheemed  more  happy 
than  many  of  our  folid  thinkers,  whofe  brows  are  furrow- 
ed by  deep  refle<fIion,  and  whofe  wifdom  is  fo  often, 
clothed  with  a milly  mantle  of  fpleen  and  vapours  ? 

What  delights  me  moA  here,  is  a view  of  the  magni- 
ficence, often  accompanied  with  taAe,  that  reigns  in  the 
king’s  palaces  and  gardens ; for  tho’  I don’t  admire  much 
the  architecture,  in  which  there  is  great  irregularity  and 
want  of  proportion,  yet  the  Aatues,  paintings,  and  other  de- 
corations, afford  me  high  entertainment.  One  of  the  pieces 
of  antiquity  that  Aru.ok  me  moA  in  the  gardens  of  Ver- 
faillc.*,  was  the  famous  Colcffean  Aatue  of  Jupiter,  the 
w'orkmanAiip  of  Myrcn,  winch  Mark  Anthcny  carried 
away  Aom  Samos,  and  AuguAus  ordered  to  be  placed  in 
the  capitol.  It  is  of  Parian  marble;  and  tliough  it  has 
fuA'ered  in  the  ruin  of  time,  it  fiill  preferves  linking  lines 
of  majtAy.  But  furely,  if  marble  could  feel,  the  god 
would  frowm  with  a generous  indignation,  to  fee  him.elf 
'tranfpojlcd  from  the  capitol  into  a French  garden;  and,. 
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becaufe  flie  is  handfome ; and  fiie  is  enraptured  with  tJic 
merit  of  Ijer  lover,  beoaufe  he  adores  her.  Tlic  hrfl  decay 
of  her  complexion  deprives  her  of  his  adoration  ; and  tlic 
hufband,  being  no  longer  an  adorer,  l^ecomes  hateful  to 
her  who  had  no  otlier  foundation  for  her  love.  By  de- 
grees, they  grow  difguftful  to  each  other  5 and,  after  the 
example  of  our  firll  parents,  they  do  not  fail  to  reproach 
each  other  with  the  crime  of  their  mutual  imbccillity. 
After  indifTerence,  contempt  comes  apace,  and  they  are 
convinced,  that  they  muft  hate  each  other,  becaufc  they 
are  manied.  Their  fmallefl;  defends  fwell  in  each  otlicr’s 
view,  and  they  grow  blind  to  thofe  charms,  wiiich,  in 
any  other  objeeft,  would  atfeJl  them.  A commerce  founded 
merely  on  fenfation,  cait  be  attended  with  no  other  con* 
fequenccs. 

A MAN,  when  he  marries  the  obie(5l  of  his  affedlions,, 
fliould  foi-gct  that  ibe  appears  to  him  adorable,  and  fliould 
coitfidcr  her  merely  as  a mortal,  fubjeft  to  diforders, 
caprice,  and  ill  temper ; he  ihould  arm  himfelf  with  for- 
titude, to  bear  the  lofs  of  her  beauty,  and  fhould  provide 
himfelf  wdth  a fund  of  complaifance,  which  is  requifite  to 
fujiport  a conrtant  intercoiirfe  wdth  a perfon,  even  of  the 
higheft  underflanding  and  the  greateft  equanimity.  The 
w'il'e,  on  the  other  hand,  lliould  not  expe6l  a continued 
courie  of  adulation  and  obedience  ; ftie  fhould  difpofe  her- 
felf  to  obey  in  her  turn  with  a good  grace  : a fcience  very 
difficult  to  attain,  and  confequently  the  more  eftimable  in 
the  opinion  of  a man  w'ho  is  fenfible  of  the  merit.  She 
fliould  endeavour  to  revive  the  charms  of  the  miilrefs,  by 
the  folidity  and  good  fenfe  of  the  friend. 

When  a pair  who  entertain  fueh  rational  fentiments, 
are  united  by  indilToluble  bonds,  all  nature  fmiles  upon 
them,  and  the  mod  common  objedls  appear  delightful.  In 
my  opinion,  fuch  a life  is  infinitely  more  happy  and  more 
voluptuous,  than  the  mod  ravidiing  and  bed  regulated 
gallantry. 

A WOMAN  who  is  capable  of  refle^on,  can  confider  a 

gallant 
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gallant  In  no  other  liglit  than  that  of  a feducer,  wha 
would  lake  advantage  of  her  weaknefs,  to  procure  a mo- 
mentary pleafure,  at  the  expence  of  her  glory,  her  peace, 
her  honour,  and  perhaps,  herjife.  A highwayman,  who 
claps  a plilol  to  your  breall,  to  rob  you  of  your  pur'e,  is 
Jel's  dhhoneft  and  lefs  guilty ; and  I have  fo  good  an 
opinion  of  myfelf,  as  to  believe,  that  If  I was  a man,  I 
fliould  be  as  capable  of  ailuming  the  charafler  of  an  affallin, 
as  that  of  defiling  an  honell;  woman,  eheemed  in  the  world, 
and  happy  in  her  hu/band,  by  infpii-ing  her  with  a pallion, 
to  which  Ihe  muft  laerifice  her  honour,  her  tranquillity, 
and  her  virtue. 

Should  I make  her  defpicable,  who  appears  amiable 
in  my  eyes  ? Should  I reward  her  tendernefs,  by  making 
her  abhorred  by  her  family,  by  rendering  her  children  in- 
dificrent  to  her,  and  her  hufband  detellible  ? I believe 
tliat  thcl'e  refiecUons  would  have  appeared  to  me  in  as 
flrong  a light,  if  my  fex  had  net  rendered  them  excufable 
in  fuch  cafes ; and  I hope,  that  I fhould  have  had  more 
fenfe,  than  to  imagine  vice  the  lefs  vicious,  becaufe  it  is 
the  fafliion. 

N.  B.  I AM  much  pleafed  with  the  TurkiHr  manners  ; 
a people,  though  ignorant,  yct,^  in  my  judgment,  ex- 
tremely polite.  A gallant,  convidled  of  having  debauched 
a married  woman,  is  regarded  as  a pernicious  being,  and 
held  in  the  fame  abhorrence  as  a prolVitute  with  us.  He 
is  certain  of  never  making  his  fortune  ; and  they  would 
deem  it  feandalous  to  confer  any  confiderable  employment 
on  a man  fufpeded  of  having  committed  fuch  enormous 
injuliioe. 

What  would  diefe  moral  people  think  of  our  antiknights- 
errant,  who  are  ever  in  purfuit  of  adventures  to  reduce 
innocent  virgins  to  diilrels,  and  to  rob  virtuous  women  of 
their  honour;  who  regard  beauty,  youth,  rank,  nay  virtue 
itfelf,  as  fo  many  incentives,  wliich  inflame  their  defire?, 
and  render  their  efforts  more  eager;  and  who,  priding 
themfelvcs  in  the  glory  of  appearing  expert  feducers, 

forget, 
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lai’'.s  of  Aate,  nor  to  fupport  1110  fatigues  of  war,  GoJ  has 
not  ordered  them  to  govern  or  reform  the  worhl ; but  he 
has  entrulied  them  with  an  office  wliieh  is  not  lefs  honour- 
able ; even  that  of  multiplying  the  human  race : and 
fuch  as,  out  of  malice  or  laziuefs,  do  not  make  it  their 
bulinefs  to  bear  or  to  breed  children,  fulfil  not  the  duty 
of  their  vocation,  and  rebel  agaimt  the  commands  of 
God.  Here  arc  maxims  for  ou,  prodigioully  conti'ary  to 
thofe  of  your  convents.  VVhat  will  become  of  your  St 
Catharines,  your  ot  Thcrcl'as,  )our  St  Claras,  and  the 
whole  bead-roll  of  your  holy  virgins  and  widows;  who, 
if  they  are  to  be  judged  by  this  fyllem  of  virtue,  will  be 
found  to  have  been  infamous  creatures,  that  palled  their 
whole  lives  in  moft  abominable  libertinifm. 

I KNOW  not  what  your  thoughts  may  be,  concerning  a 
dodlrine  fo  extraordinary  with  rei'pect  to  us  ; but  I can 
truly  inform  you,  Sir,  that  the  Turks  arc  not  fo  ignorant 
as  we  fancy  them  to  be  in  matters  of  politics,  or  philofo- 
phy,  or  even  of  g dlantry.  ’Tis  true,  that  military  dif- 
cipline,  fuch  as  now  praettifed  in  Ghriilenviom,  d'>es  not 
mightily  fuit  them.  A long  peace  has  plunged  them  in- 
to an  univerfal  lloth.  Content  with  tlieir  condition,  and 
accuilomed  to  boundlels  luxury,  they  are  become  great 
enemies  to  all  manner  of  fatigues,  But,  to  make  a- 
mends,  the  Icicnces  tiourilh  among  them.  The  efiendis 
(that  is  to  fay,  the  learned)  do  verv  well  del'ervc  this 
name  : They  have  no  more  faith  in  the  impiraiion  of  Ma- 
homet, than  in  the  infajlibility  of  tf.e  Tope.  They  make 
a frank  profeilion  of  Ceifm  among  themlelve.^,  or  to  thofe 
they  can  truil  ; and  never  fpeak  of  tiieir  law  but  as  of  a 
politic  imbtution.  fit  now  to  be  obierved  by  wife  men, 
liDwevcr  at  fint  introduced  by  poliiieiuiis  and  enthufialb. 

If  I remember  right,  I think  I have  told  you.  in  fome 
former  letter,  that,  at  Belgrade,  wo  lodged  witli  a great 
and  rich  elJcmdi,  a man  ol  wit  and  learning,  and  of  a 
very  agrce.able  humour,  \Vc  were  in  his  houfe  about  a 
montli,  and  lie  did  conilantlv  cat  with  iv,  drinking  wine 
widiout  any  fcruple.  ,As  i raUitd  him  a little  on  this  Tub- 
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je(?t,  lie  anfwered  me,  in-iing,  that  all  creatures  in  the 
World  \i’erc  r.iade  for  the  plealure  of  man  , and  that  Ood 
woiilu  not  have  let  the  vine  grow,  were  it  a fin  to  talle 
of  its  juice ; but  that,  neverthelcfs,  the  law,  which  for- 
bid? the  life  of  it  to  the  vulgar,  was  very  wife,  becaufe 
fuch  fort  of  folks  have  not  fenfe  enough  to  take  it  with 
moderation.  This  etiendi  appeared  no  flranger  to  the 
parties  that  prevail  among  us  : Nay,  he  feemed  to  have 
Ibmc  knowledge  of  our  religious  difputes,  and  even  of  our 
writers;  and  I was  furpril'ed  to  hear  him  alk,  among 
other  things,  how  Mr  Toland  did. 

My  paper,  large  as  It  is,  draws  towards  an  end.  That 
I may  not  go  bevond  its  limits,  I mull;  leap  from  religions 
to  tulips,  concerning  which  you  alk  me  news.  Their 
mixture  produces  furprifing  elieOts.  But,  what  is  to  be 
obferved  molt  furprifing,  arc  the  experiments  of  which 
you  fpeak  concerning  animals,  and  which  are  tried  here 
every  day.  The  fuburbs  of  Pera,  jophana,  and  Galata, 
arc  colle<Jtions  of  flrangers  from  all  countries  of  the  uni- 
verfe.  They  have  fo  often  intermarried,  that  this  fonns 
fcveral  races  of  people,  the  oddelt  imaginable.  There  is 
not  one  finglc  family  of  natives  that  can  value  itfclf  on 
being  unniixed.  You  frequent  1\  fee  a perfon,  whofe  fa- 
ther was  bern  a Grecian,  the  mother  an  Italian,  the  grand- 
fatl'.er  a Frenchman,  the  grandmother  an  Armenian,  and 
their  anceftors  Englifii,  Mufeovites,  Afiatics,  &c. 

This  mixture  produces  creatures  more  extraordinary 
than  you  can  imagine  ; nor  could  1 ever  doubt,  but  there 
were  feveral  difiereni  fpecies  of  men ; fince  the  whites, 
the  woolly  and  the  long-haired  blacks,  tk.c  fmall-eycd  Tar- 
tars and  Chinefe,  the  beardlels  Bralilians,  and  (to  name 
no  more)  the  oily-lkinned  yellow  Nova  Zemblians,  have 
as  fpecific  differences,  under  the  fame  general  kind,  as 
grey-hounds,  mafiifis,  fpankls,  bull-dogs,  or  the  race  of 
my  little  Diana,  if  nobody  is  offended  at  the  comparifon. 
Now,  as  the  various  interrrixing  of  thefc  latter  animals 
caufes  mongrels,  fo  mankind  have  their  mongrels,  too, 
divided  and  lubdivided  into  cndlcfs  forts.  We  have  daily 
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proofs  of  it  here,  as  I told  you  before.  In  the  fame  ani" 
inal  is  not  feldom  remarked  the  Greek  perfidioulnefs,  the 
Italian  diffidence,  the  Spanilh  arrogance,  the  French  lo- 
quacity ; and,  all  of  a ludden,  lie  is  feized  with  a fit  qt 
Englhh  thoughtfulnefs,  Ixirdering  a little  upon  dulnels, 
which  many  of  us  ha/e  inherited  from  the  ftupidity  of 
our  Saxon  progenitors.  But  the  family  which  charms 
me  moll,  is  that  which  proceeds  from  the  fantallical  con- 
junclion  of  a Dutch  male  with  a Greek  female.  As  thefe 
are  natures  oppoflte  in  extremes,  ’tis  a plealure  to  obferve 
how  the  differing  atoms  arc  perpetually  jarring  together 
in  the  children,  even  fo  as  to  produce  effcdils  vifiblc  in 
their  external  form.  They  have  the  large  black  eyes  of 
the  country,  with  the  fat,  white,  fifhy  tlcffi  of  Holland, 
and  a lively  air,  flrcaked  with  dulnefs.  A.t  one  and  the 
fame  time,  they  fhew  that  love  of  expenfivcnels,  fo  uni- 
verfal  among  the  Greeks,  and  an  inclination  to  the  Dutch 
frugality.  To  give  an  example  of  this  ; young  women 
ruin  themfelves,  to  pnrehafe  jewels  for  adorning  their 
heads,  while  they  have  not  the  heart  to  buy  new  ffioes,  or 
rather  flippers  for  their  feet,  which  are  commonly  in  a 
tattered  condition  ; a thing  fo  contrary  to  the  talle  of  our 
Englifli  women,  that  it  is  for  fhewing  how  neatly  iheir 
feet  are  drelled,  and  for  fhewing  this  only,  they  are  fo 
paflionately  enamoured  with  their  hoop  petticoats.  I have 
abundance  of  other  fingularities  to  communicate  to  you  j 
but  I am  at  the  end,  both  of  my  French  and  my 
.paper. 
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CONCERNING 

Monf!:ur  de  la  Rochefoucault’s  Maxim——— 

“ Thai  marriage  is  fometimes  convenient  but  never 
delightful.'^ 

I T may  be  thcnigbt  a prefumptuous  attempt  in  me  to 
controvert  a maxim  advanced  by  fuch  a celebrated  ge- 
nius as  Monfieur  Rochetbucaiilt,  and  received  with  fuch 
implicit  faith  by  a nation  whicli  boafts  of  fuperior  polite- 
nefs  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  and  which,  for  a long  time 
paft,  has  prefcribed  the  rules  of  gallantry  to  all  Europe. 

Nevertheless,  prompted  by  that  ardour  v/hich  truth 
infpires,  I dare  to  maintain  the  contrary,  and  refolutely 
infift,  that  there  are  fome  marriages  formed  by  love, 
which  may  be  delightrul,  where  the  affe(51ions  are  fympa- 
thclic.  Nature  has  presented  us  with  pleafures  fuitable 
to  our  Ipctics,  and  we  need  only  to  follow  her  impiilfe, 
refined  by  tafte,  and  exalted  by  a lively  and  agreeable 
imagination,  in  order  to  attain  the  moft  perfed  felicity 
of  which  human  nature  is  fufceptible.  i^mbition,  avarice, 
vanity,  when  enjoyed  in  the  moft  exquifite  perfecliorj, 
can  yield  but  trifling  and  taftclcfs  pleafures,  which  will 
be  too  Inconfiderabie  to  affe<R  a mind  of  delicate  fenfi- 
bility. 

We  may  conhder  the  gifts  of  fortune  as  fo  many  fteps 
neceflary  to  arrive  at  felicity,  which  we  can  never  attain, 
being  obliged  to  fet  bounds  to  our  defires,  and  being  on- 
ly gratified  with  fome  of  her  frivolous  favours,  which  are, 
nothing  more  than  the  torments  of  life,  when  they  ajc 
confidered  as  the  neceflary  means  to  acquire  or  preferve  a 
more  exquiute  felicity. 

C c 
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This  felicity  conlifts  alone  in  f'^iendfliip,  founded  on 
mutual  efteem,  fixed  by  gratitude,  lupported  by  inclina- 
tion, and  animated  by  tlie  tender  lolicitudes  ot  love, 
wlioin  the  ancients  have  admirably  delcribcd  under  the 
appearance  of  a beautiful  Infant : It  is  pleafed  with  in- 
fantine amulements;  it  is  delicate  and  affeCilionate,  inca- 
pable of  mifehief,  delighted  with  trifles;  its  plealurcs  arc 
gentle  and  innocent. 

They  have  given  a very  diticrent  reprefentation  of  an- 
other paflion,  too  grofs  to  bo  mentioned,  but  of  which 
alone  men,  in  general,  arc  fufceptible.  This  they  have 
deferibed  under  the  figure  of  a fatyr,  who  has  more  ot  the 
biute  t^iaii  of  the  man  in  his  compolition.  By  tliis  fabu- 
lou ; animal  they  have  expreffed  a pailion,  which  is  the 
real  foundation  of  all  the  fine  exploits  of  modifli  gallantry, 
and  which  only  endeavoui's  to  glut  its  appetite  witli  the 
poU'diion  of  the  objeft  which  is  mofi  lovely  in  its  eilima- 
tion  : A paflion  founded  in  injuikice,  fupported  by  deceit, 
and  attended  by  crimes,  remorfe,  jealoufy,  and  contempt. 
Gan  fuch  an  aTcCbon  be  delightful  to  a virtuous  mind? 
Nevcrthelcfs,  fuch  is  the  dcliglitful  attendant  on  all  illicit 
engagements:  gallants  are  obliged  to  abandon  all  thofe 
feniiments  of  honour  which  are  infeparable  from  a liberal 
education,  and  are  doomed  to  live  wretchedly  in  the  con- 
fiant  purfuit  of  what  reafon  condemns,  to  have  all  their 
pleal'ures  embittered  by  remorfe,  and  to  be  reduced  to 
the  deplorable  condition  of  having  renounced  virtue, 
without  being  able  to  make  vice  agreeable. 

It  is  impoffible  to  tafie  the  delights  of  love  in  perfec- 
tion, but  in  a well  aflorted  marriage ; nothing  betrays 
fuch  a narrownefs  of  mind  as  to  be  governed  by  words. 
What  though  cuftom,  for  which  good  reafons  may  be  af- 
figned,  has  made  the  words  hujband  and  oii/e  fomewhat 
- ridiculous  ? A hulband,  in  common  acceptation,  fignifics 
a jealous  brute,  a furly  tyrant;  or,  at  befi,  a weak  fool, 
who  may  be  made  to  believe  any  thing.  A wife  is  a do- 
ineflic  termagant,  who  is  deflined  to  deceive  or  torment 
the  poor  devil  of  a hulband.  The  conducl  of  married 
' people, 
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people,  in  general,  fufFicienily  jullifics  thefe  nvo  charac- 
tcrs. 

But,  as  I faicl  before,  why  flioukl  words  impofc  upon 
us  ? A well  regulated  marriage  is  not  like  thefe  connec- 
tions of  interell  or  anibiiion.  A fond  couple,  attached 
to  each  other  by  mutual  alFedion,  are  two  lovers  who  live 
happily  together.  Though  the  priefl  pronounces  certain 
words,  though  the  lawyer  draws  up  certain  inlirumhnts  ; 
yet  I look  on  thefe  preparatives  in  the  fame  light  as  a 
lover  conllclers  a rope-ladder  which  he  fallens  to  his  mil- 
trefs’s  window  : If  they  can  but  live  together,  what  does 
it  fi-mify  at  what  price,  or  by  what  means,  their  union  is 
accmnpiifhed.  Where  love  is  real,  and  well  founded,  it 
is  impollible  to  be  happy  but  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
the  beloved  objec:l ; and  the  price  at  which  it.  is  obtain- 
ed, does  not  lelTen.the  vivacity  and  delights  of  a paffion,. 
fuch  as  my  imagination  conceives.  If  1 was  inclined  to 
romance,  1 would  not  pidlure  images  of  true  happinefs  in 
Arcadia.  I am  not  priidilh  enough  to  confine  the  delicacy 
of  affetlion  to  wifhes  only.  1 would  open  my  romance 
with  the  marriage  of  a couple  united  by  fentiment,  tafte,- 
and  inclination.  Can  we  conceive  a higher  felicity,  than 
the  blending  of  their  interefls  and  lives  in  fuch  an  union  ? 
The  lover  has  the  plcafure  of  giving  his  miflrefs  the  laft 
teflimony  of  elleein  and  confidence ; and  fhe,  in  return, 
commits  her  peace  and  liberty  to  his  protedion.  Can  they 
exchaiic^e  more  dear  and  affeAionate  pledges  ? Is  It  not 
natural,  to  give  the  mofl  incontellible  proofs  of  that  ten- 
dernefs  with  which  our  minds  arc  imprefled  ? I am  fen- 
fible,  that  fome  are  fo  nice  as  to  maintain,  that  die  plea- 
fures  of  love  are  derived  from  the  dangers  and  difficulties 
with  which  it  is  attended  ; they  very  pertly  obferve, 
that  a role  would  not  be  a rofc  without  thorns.  There 
are  a thoufand  infipid  remarks  of  this  fort,  whicli  make  lo 
little  imprellion  on  me,  that  I am  perfuaded,  was  I a 
lover,  the  dread  of  injuring  my  millrcfs  would  make  me 
unhappy,  rl  the  enjoyment  of  her  was  attended  with  dan-* 

ccr  to  herfcll'.  _ 
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Two  marrietJ’  lovers  lead  very  difTereiit  lives : They 
have  the  pleafutc  to  pafs  their  time  in  a fuccellive  inter- 
eourfe  of  mutual  obligations  and  marks  of  benevolence  5 
and  they  have  the  delight  to  find,  tliat  each  forms  the 
entire  happinefs  of  the  beloved  objed.  Herein  confuls 
perfect  telicity.  The  moll  trivial  concerns  of  economv 
become  noble  and  elegant,  when  they  are  exalted  by  feii- 
timents  ot  affeclion:  To  furnilh  an  apartment,  is  not  bare- 
Jy  to  furnifh  an  apartment ; it  is  a place  where  1 expe^ 
my  lover : fo  prepare  a fupiier,  is  not  merely  giving  or- 
ders to  my  cook  5 it  is  an  amufement  to  regale  tiie  obje«ft 
I dote  on.  In  this  light,  a woman  confiders  thclc  necef- 
iary  occupations,  as  more  lively  and  affeoling  pleafures 
than  thofe  gaudy  fights  which  araufe  the  greater  part  of 
the  fex,  who  are  incapable  of  true  enjoyment. 


A FIXED  and  affedionate  attachment  foftens  every  e- 
motion  of  the  foul,  and  renders  every  obje(5l  agreeable 
which  prefents  itfelf  to  the  happy  lover  (I  mean  one  who 
js  married  to  his  millrefs).  If  he  exercifes  any'  employ- 
ment, the  fatigues  of  the  camp,  the  troubles  of  the  court, 
all  become  agreeable,  when  he  refleds,  that  he  endures 
thefe  mconvenicncies  to  ferve  the  objecd  of  lus  afiedions. 
It  fortune  is  favourable  to  him,  (for  fuccefs  does  not  de- 
pend  on  merit)  all  the  advantages  it  procures,  are  fo 
many  tributes  which  he  thinks  due  to  the  charms  of  the 
lovely  fair ; and,  in  giatifying  this  ambition,  he  feels  a 
mo-e  lively  plcafure,  and  more  worthy  of  an  honeft  mam 
than  that  of  ratfing  his  fortune,  and  gaiifmg  public  ap- 
plau.e.  He  enjoys  glory,  titles,  and  riches,  no  farth^ 
than  as  they  regard  her  he  loves ; and  when  he  attrads 
the  approbation  of  a feiiate,  the  appkufe  of  an  army,  or 
the  cominendation  of  his  prince,  it  is  her  praifes  which  ul- 
timately flatter  liim. 


_ In  a reverfe  of  fortune,  he  has  the  eonfolation  of  re- 
t i ring  to  one  who  is  afleded  by  his  dilgracc  ; and,  locked 
ui  her  embraces,  lie  lias  the  fatisfadion  of  giving  utterance 
to  the  foLowmg  tender  relktUons:  « My  happinefs  does 
^ not  depend  on  the^apnee  ol  fortune  j I have  a conflant 
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afylum  againA  inquietude.  Vour  eAecm  renders  me 
“ iiijeiiiible  of  the  injuitlce  of  a court,  or  the  ingratitude 
“ of  a malJer;  and  my  loA'es  attord  me  a kind  of  plealure, 
‘‘  Alice  they  I’urniih  me  with  frefli  proofs  of  your  virtue 
“ and  atlection.  Of  what  ufe  is  grandeur  to  thofe  who 
arc  already  happy  ? We  have  no  need  of  tiatterers, 
we  want  no  equipages  ; I reign  in  your  afl'ecUons,  and 
“ I enjoy  every  delight  in  the  poffcflion  of  your  perfon.” 

In  fhort,  there  is  no  fituation  in  which  melancholy  may 
not  be  alTuaged  by  the  company  of  the  beloved  objci^t. 
Sicknefs  itfelf  is  not  without  its  alleviation,  when  we  have 
the  plcafure  of  being  attended  by  her  we  love.  I Aiould 
never  conclude,  if  1 attempted  to  give  a detail  of  all  the 
delights  of  an  attachment,  wherein  we  meet  with  every 
thing  which  can  flatter  the  fenfes  with  the  moll  lively  and 
difl'ufive  raptures.  But  I muA  not  omit  taking  notice  of 
the  pleafure  of  beholding  the  lovely  pledges  oJ  a tender 
friendlhip,  daily  growing  up,  and  of  amufing  ourlclves, 
according  to  our  different  fexes,  in  training  them  to  per- 
feiftion.  We  give  way  to  this  agreeable  inllin6l  of  nature,, 
refined  by  love.  In  a daughter,  wc  praife  the  beauty  of 
her  mother ; in  a fon,  we  commend  the  underllanding, 
and  the  appearance  of  innate  probity,  which  we  elleem  in 
his  father.  It  is  a plealure  which,  according  to  Moles, 
tlie  Almighty  himfelf  enjoyed,  when  he  beheld  the  work 
of  his  hands,  and  faw  tliat  all  was  good. 

Speaking  of  Mofes,  I cannot  forbear  obferving,  that 
the  primitive  plan  of  felicity  infinitely  furpalTeS  all  others ; 
and  I cannot  form  an  idea  of  paradife,  more  like  a para- 
dife,  than  the  Hate  in  which  our  firll  parents  were  placed; 
I'hat  proved  of  Ihort  duration,  becaufe  they  were  un- 
acquainted with  the  world  ; and  it  Is  for  the  fame  reafon, 
tliat  fo  few  love  matches  prove  happy.  Eve  was  like  a 
filly  child,  and  Adam  was  not  much  enlightened.  When 
fuch  people  come  together,  their  being  amorous  is  to  no 
purpofe,  for  their  affedlions  mull  nccefl'arily  be  Ihort-lived. 
In  the  tranfports  of  their  love,  they  form  fupernatiiral 
ideas  of  each  other.  The  man  thinks-  his  millrefs  an  angel, 
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becaufe  flie  is  handfome ; and  fiie  its  enraptured  with  tlic 
merit  of'  her  lover,  becaufe  he  adores  her.  The  firll  decay 
of  her  complexion  deprives  her  of  his  adoration  ; and  tlie 
hufband,  being  no  longer  an  adorer,  becomes  hateful  to 
her  who  had  no  other  foundation  for  her  love.  By  de- 
grees, they  grow  difguftful  to  each  other  ; and,  after  the 
example  of  our  firll  parents,  they  do  not  fail  to  reproach 
each  other  with  the  crime  of  tlieir  mutual  imbccillity. 
After  indifference,  contempt  comes  apace,  and  they  are 
convinced,  that  they  mufl  hate  each  other,  becaufc  they 
are  manded.  Their  fmallefl  defeats  fwcll  in  each  other’s 
view,  and  they  grow  blind  to  thofe  charms,  which,  in 
any  other  objeft,  would  affect  them.  A commerce  founded 
merely  on  fenfation,  can  be  attended  with  no  other  cou- 
fcquenccs. 


A MAN,  when  he  marries  the  object  of  his  aifeiftlons^ 
fhould  forget  that  ibe  appears  to  bin)  adorable,  and  fiiould 
confidcr  her  merely  as  a mortal,  fubjeft  to  diforders, 
caprice,  and  ill  temper ; he  fhould  arm  himfelf  with  for- 
titude, to  bear  the  lofs  of  her  beauty,  and  fhould  provide" 
himfelf  w'ith  a fund  of  complaifance,  which  is  requifite  to 
fupport  a confiant  intercourfe  wdth  a perfon,  e\  en  of  the 
highefl  underfianding  and  the  greatcfl  equanimity.  The 
w’it'e,  on  the  other  hand,  fhould  not  expedl  a continued  . 
courfe  of  adulation  and  obedience  ; fhe  fhould  difpofe  her- 
felf  to  obey  in  her  turn  with  a good  grace : a fcience  very 
difficult  to  attain,  and  confequently  the  more  eflimable  in 
the  opinion  of  a man  who  is  fenfible  of  the  merit.  Slie 
fliould  endeavour  to  revive  the  charms  of  the  miilrefs,  by 
the  folidity  and  good  fenfe  of  the  friend. 


When  a pair  who  entertain  fuch  rational  fentiments, 
are  united  by  indilToluble  bonds,  all  nature  fmilcs  upon 
them,  and  the  mofl  common  objedls  appear  delightful.  In 
my  opinion,  fuch  a life  is  infinitely  more  happy  and  more 
voluptuous,  than  the  mod  ravifhing  and  bell  regulated 
gallantly. 

A WOMAN  who  is  capable  of  refleilion,  can  conflder  a 
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gallant  in  no  otlier  light  ilian  that  of  a feducer,  who 
would  lake  advantage  of  her  weaknel's,  to  procure  a mo- 
mentary pleafure,  at  the  expence  of  her  glory,  her  peace, 
her  honour,  and  perhaps,  her  life.  A highwayman,  who 
claps  a plitol  to  your  breaft,  to  rob  you  of  your  pur'e,  is 
lefs  dilhoneft  aiul  lefs  guilty ; and  I have  fo  good  an 
opinion  of  myfelf,  as  to  believe,  that  if  I was  a man,  I 
fliould  be  as  capable  of  afluming  the  character  of  an  aflafliii, 
as  that  of  defiling  an  honed  woman,  efteemed  in  the  world, 
and  happy  in  her  hufband,  by  infpu'ing  her  with  a paflion, 
to  which  Ihe  muft  facrifice  her  honour,  her  tranquillity, 
and  her  virtue. 

Should  1 make  her  defpicable,  who  appears  amiable 
in  my  eyes  ? Should  I reward  her  tendernefs,  by  making 
her  abhorred  by  her  family,  by  rendering  her  children  in- 
dificrent  to  her,  and  her  hufband  detellible  ? I believe 
tliat  thefe  refieclions  would  have  appeared  to  me  in  as 
drong  a light,  if  my  fex  had  not  rendered  them  excufable 
in  fuch  cafes ; and  I hope,  that  I fhould  have  had  more 
fenfe,  than  to  imagine  vice  the  lefs  vicious,  becaufe  it  is 
the  i'ailiion. 

N.  B.  I AM  much  pleafed  with  the  Turkifh  manners  ; 
a people,  though  ignorant,  yet,^  in  my  judgment,  ex- 
tremely polite.  A gallant,  convicted  of  having  debauched 
a married  woman,  is  regarded  as  a pernicious  being,  and 
held  in  the  fame  abhorrence  as  a proflitute  with  us.  He 
is  certain  of  never  making  his  fortune ; and  they  would 
deem  it  feandalous  to  confer  any  confiderable  employment 
on  a man  fufpedled  of  having  committed  fuch  enormous 
injuliice. 

What  would  tliefe  moral  people  think  of  ourantiknights- 
errant,  who  are  ever  in  purfuit  of  adventures  to  reduce 
innocent  virgins  to  diilrels,  and  to  rob  virtuous  women  of 
their  honour;  W'ho  regard  beauty,  youth,  rank,  nay  virtue 
itfelf,  as  fo  many  incentives,  which  inflame  their  defire?, 
and  render  their  eflbrts  more  eager;  ahd  who,  priding 
themlelves  in  the  glory  of  appearing  expert  feducers, 
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forget,  tliat  with  all  their  endeavourj,  tliey  can  only  ac* 
quire  the  fecond  rank  in  that  noble  order,  the  devil  having 
long  fince  been  in  poffellion  of  the  firfl;  ? 

Our  barbarous  manners  are  fo  well  calculated  for  the 
eflabliflnnent  of  vice  and  wretchcdnefs,  wliich  are  ever  in- 
feparable,  that  it  requires  a degree  of  undcrllanding  and 
fenQbilitY,^  infinitely  above  the  common,  to  relifh  the 
felicity  of  a marriage,  fuch  as  I have  deferibed.  Nature 
i^  fo  weak,  -and  fo  prone  to  change,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
maintain  the  bell  grounded  conilancy,  in  the  midll  of 
thofe  diifipations,  which  our  ridiculous  cuftoms  have  ren- 
dered unavoidable. 

It  mufl:  pain  an  amorous  hulband^  to  fee  his  wife  take 
all  the  fafliionable  liberties ; it  feems  harfli  not  to  allow 
them ; and,  to  be  conformable,  he  is  reduced  to  the  uecef- 
fity  of  letting  every  one  take  them  that  will  ; to  hear  her 
impart  the  charms  of  her  uuderftanding  to  all  the  world, 
to  fee  her  difplay  her  bofom  at  noon-day.  to  behold  her 
bedeck  hcrfelf  for  the  ball,  and  for  the  play,  and  attract 
a thoufand  and  a thoufand  adorers,  and  liflen  to  the  in- 
fipid  flattery  of  a thoufand  and  a thoufand  coxcombs.  Is 
it  poflible  to  preferv'e  an  efleem  for  fuch  a creature  ? or, 
at  lead,  mud  not  her  value  be  greatly  diminidied  by  fuch 
a commerce  ? 

I MUST  dill  refort  to  the  maxims  of  the  Ead,  where  the 
mod  beautiful  women  are  content  to  confine  the  power  of 
their  charms  to  him  who  has  a right  to  enjoy  them  5 and 
they  are  too  fincere,  net  to  confefs,  tliat  tkey  think  them- 
felvcs  capable  of  exciting  delires. 

I RECOLLECT  a convcrfation  that  I had  with  a lady  of 
great  quality  at  Condantinople,  (the  mod  amiable  woman 
I ever  knew  in  my  life,  and  with  whom  I afterwards  con- 
trafled  the  clofed  fricndfliip.)  She  frankly  acknowledged, 
that  die  was  fatisfied  with  her  hufband.  Wliat  libertines, 
faid  die,  you  Ghridian  ladies  are!  you  are  permitted  to 
receive  vilits  from  as  many  men  as  you  think  proper,  and 
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voiir  Jaws'  allow  you  the  unlimited  ufc  of  love  and  wine, 
i alfured  her,  that  Ihe  was  wrong  inforHied,  and  that  it 
Was  criminal  to  liflcn  to,  or  to  love,  any  other  than  our 
hiilbands.  ‘‘  Your  hulbands  are  great  fools,  ihe  replied 
fmiling,  to  be  content  with  fo  precarious  a fidelity.  Your 
“ necks,  your  eyes,  your  hands,  your  converfition  are  all 
for  the  public,  and  what  do  you  pretend  to  referve  for 
“ them  ? Pardon  me,  my  pretty  fultana,  fhe  added,  em- 
‘‘  bracing  me,  I have  a Arong  inclination  to  believe  all 
■“  that  you  tell  rae,  but  you  would  impofe  impoflibilitics 
‘‘  upon  me.  I know  the  filthinefs  of  the  infidels;  I per- 
ceive  that  you  are  afhamed,  and  I will  fay  no  more.” 

I FOUND  fo  much  good  fenfe  and  propriety  in  what  flic 
faid,  that  I knfiw  not  how  to  contiadicb  her ; and,  at 
length,  I acknowledged,  that  fhe  had  reafon  to  prefer  the 
Mahometan  manners  to  our  ridiculous  cuiloms,  which  form 
a confufed  medley  of  the  rigid  maxims  of  Chriiliar  ity, 
with  all  the  libertinirm  of  the  Spartans:  And,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  abfiud  manners,  I am  peifuadcd,  that  a 
Woman  who  is  determined  to  place  her  happinefs  In  her  ' 
hufbaiid.’s  adedtions,  fhoulJ  abandon  the  extravagant  dc- 
fire  of  engaging  public  adoration  ; and  that  a luifband, 
who  tenderly  loves  his  Wife,  fliould,  in  his  turn,  give  up 
the  reputation  of  being  a gallant*  You  find  that  I am 
fiippofiiig  a very  extraordinary  pair;  it  it  not  very  fur- 
pi ilmg,  therefere,  that  fuch  an  union  IhoiilJ  be  uncommon 
in  thofe  countries,  where  it  is  rcqui/ltc  to  conform  to  efla- 
bliflicd  Gulioms,  in  order  to  be  happy. 
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JVritten  hi  the  Chia/k  at  Pera^  overloohhtg  Conjlait^ 
tinople,  December  26th ^ 1718. 


By  Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague. 


GIV^E  me,  great  God ! fald  I,  a little  farm, 

In  fumnier  fliady,  and  in  winter  warm  ; 

Where  a clear  Ipring  gives  birth  to  murmVing  brooks. 
By  nature  gliding  down  tlie  molTy  rocks. 

Not  artl Lilly  by  leading  pipes  convey’d, 

Or  greatly  falling  in  a forc’d  cafcade^ 

Pure  and  mifully’d  winding  thro’  the  fhade. 
All-bountcous  Heaven  has  added  to  my  pVayei 
A fofter  climate,  and  a purer  air. 

Our  frozen  isle  now  chilling  winter  binds 
Deform’d  by  rains,  and  rough  with  blaaing  winds  • 

I'he  wither’d  woods  grow  white  with  hoary  froft 
By  driving  ftorms  their  verdant  beauty  loft  ; ’ 

Tlie  trembling  birds  their  leaflefs  covert  ftiun. 

And  feek,  in  diftant  climes  a warmer  fun  : 

Tlie  water-nymphs  their  filent  urns  deplore, 

Ev’n  Thames  benura’d ’s  a river  now  no  more  : 

The  barren  meads  no  longer  yield  delight. 

By  ghft’nng  fnows  made  painful  to  the  fight. 

HERE  fummer  reigns  with  one  eternal  fmilc. 
Succeeding  haryefts  blefs  the  happy  foil. 
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Fair  fertile  fields,  to  whom  indulgent  Heaven 
Has  ev’ry  charm  of  ev’ry  feafon  given  j 
No  killing  cold  deforms  the  beauteous  year, 

The  fpringing  flowers  no  coming  winter  fear. 

But  as  the  parent  Rofe  decays  and  dies. 

The  infant-buds  with  brighter  colour  rife, 

And  with  frefli  fwcets  the  mother’s  feent  fupplles. 
Near  tliem  the  Violet  grows  with  odours  blell. 

And  blooms  in  more  than  Tyrian  purple  dreft ; 

The  rich  'Jonquils  their  golden  beams  difplay^ 

And  fhine  in  glories  emulating  day  ; 

The  peaceful  groves  their  verdant  leaves  retain, 
The  llreams  flill  murmur  undefil’d  with  rain. 

And  tov  ’ring  greens  adoni  the  fruitful  plain. 

The  warbling  kind  uninterrupted  fing, 

Warm’d  with  enjoyments  of  perpetual  fprii^ 

Here,  at  my  window,  I at  once  furvey 
The  crowded  city  and  refounding  fea ; 

In  diftant  views  the  Afian  mountains  rife. 

And  lofe  their  fnowy  fummits  in  the  Ikies  ; 

Above  thofe  mountains  proud  Olympus  towers, - 
The  parliamental  feat  of  heavenly  powers. 

New  to  the  fight,  my  ravifh’d  eyes  admire 
Each  gilded  crefeent  and  each  antique  fpire, 

The  marble  mofques,  beneath  whofe  ample  domes  . 
Fierce  warlike  fuUans  fleep  in  peaceful  tombs  p 
Tliofc  lofty  ftrudlures,  once  the  Ghrillians  boalt, 
Their  names,  their  beauty,  and  their  honours  loft  j 
Thofe  altars  bright  with  gold  and  fculpture  grac’d,. 
By  barb’rous  zeal  of  favage  foes  defac’d; 

Sophia  alone  her  ancient  name  retains, 

Tho’  unbelieving  vows  her  fhrine  profanes ; 

W^here  holy  faints  have  died  in  facred  ccHs, 

Where  monarchs  pray’d,  tire  fraiuic  Dervije  dwells. 
How  art  thou  fall’n,  imperial  city,  low  ! 

Where  are  thy  hopes  of  Romani  glory  now?. 

Wiicre  are  thy  palaces  by  prekics  rais’d  ? 

W’hcre  Grecian  artllls  all  theii  (kill  difplay’d,  . 
Before  the  happy  fciences  decay’d  j 
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J'o  vaft,  that  youthful  kings  might  hcrc  refiJe, 

‘So  fplendid,  to  content  a patriarch’s  pride  ; 
Convents  where  emperors  profefs’d  of  old. 

Their  labour’d  pillars  that  their  triumphs  told ; 
Vain  monuments  of  them  that  once  were  great. 
Sunk  undilVmguiih’d  by  one  common  fate  ; 

One  little  fpor,  the  tenure  finall  contains, 

Of  Greek  nobility,  the  poor  remains. 

Where  other  Helens  with  like  powerful  channs. 
Had  once  engag’d  the  warring  world  in  arms  j 
Thole  names  which  royal  anceftors  can  boad. 

In  mean  mechanic  arts  obfcurely  loll ; 

Thofe  eyes  a fecond  Homer  might  infpire, 

Fix’d  at  the  loom  deilroy  their  ufelefs  fire  ; 
Griev’d  at  a view  which  ftruck  upon  my  mind 
The  Ihort-liv’d  vanity  of  kuman  kind. 

In  gaudy  obje<5ls  I indulge  my  fight. 

And  turn  where  Ej^ern  pomp  gives  gay  delight  j 
See  the  vad  train  in  various  habits  drell, 

By  the  bright  fcimitar  and  fable  veil. 

The  proud  viaier  dillinguilb’d  o’er  the  red  J 
Six  flaves  in  gay  attire  his  bridle  hold. 

His-  bridle  rich  with  gems,  and  llfrrups  gold  ; 

His  fnowy  deed  adorn’d  with  codly  pride. 

Whole  troops  of  foldiers  mounted  by  his  fide, 
Thefe  top  the  plumy  cred  Arabian  courtiers  guide. 
With  artful  duty,  all  decline  their  eyes. 

No  bellowing  fliouts  of  noify  crowds  arile  ; 

Silence,  in  Iblemn  date,  the  march  attends, 

Till  at  the  dread  divan  the  flow  proceflion  ends. 

Yet  not  thefe  profpC(fIs  all  profufely  gay, 

The  gilded  navy  that  adorns  the  lea-, 

.The  rifing  city  in  confufion  fair. 

Magnificently  form’d  iiregular ; 

Where  woods  and  palaces 'at  once  furprife, 
Gardens  on  gardens,  domes  on  domes  arife. 

And  endlcfs  beauties  tire  the  wand’ring  eves  j 
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So  footh  my  or  fo  charm  my  mind, 

‘As  this  retreat  ecure  from  human  kind. 

No  knave’s  fuccefsfiil  craft  does  fpleen  excite. 

No  coxcomb’s  tawdry  fplendour  fhocks  my  fight  5 
No  mob-alarm  awakes  my  female  fear, 

No  praife  my  mind,  nor  envy  hurts  my  ear, 

Ev’n  fame  itfelf  can  hardly  reach  me  here  : 
Impertinence  with  all  her  tattling  train. 
Fair-founding  flattery’s  delicious  banc  ; 

Cenforious  folly,  noify  party-rage 

The  thoufand  tongues  with  which  flie  mufl  engage, 

Who  dares  have  virtue  In  a vicious  age. 
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TO  THE 


Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague,. 


By  Mr  POPE. 


I. 

IN  beauty  or  wit,. 

No  mortal  as  yet 

To  queftion  your  empire  has  dar’d  ; 

But  men  of  difceming 
Have  thought  that  in  learning,  . 
To  yield  to  a lady  was  hard. 


II. 

Impertinent  fchools, 

With  inufty  dull  rules 
Have  reading  to  females  deny’d ; 

So  papifts  refufe 
The  BIBLE  to  ufe, 

Left  flocks  Ihould  be  wife  as  their  guide. 

III. 

’Twas  a woman  at  firft 
(Indeed  ftie  was  curft) 
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In  kncakdge  that  tailed  delight ; 

And  fages  agree, 

Tlie  laws  iliould  decree 
To  the  firft  pofTeflbr  the  right. 

, IV. 

Then  bravely,  fair  dame. 

Renew  the  old  claim. 

Which  to  your  whole  fex  does  belong, 

And  let  men  receive. 

From  a fecond  bright  Eve, 

The  knowledge  of  right  and  of  ‘wrong. 


V. 

But  if  the  firfl  Eve 
Hard  doom  did  receive, 
Wlien  only  one  apple  had  ihe. 

What  a puniihment  new 
Shall  be  found  out  for  you. 
Who  tafting  have  robb’d  the  ‘whole  tree 
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